‘and early afternscon, this ship fusling tha U.5.8. BURNS, BELL,

ComThird Fleet, Task Groups 38.1, 38.3 and 38,4 began approach to

1857,

BBB9/A12—1/ﬁléu3 .88, mﬁssabauszwws

WAR DI&EY

1aunehed a heavy fighter sweep whioh was followed in a short time
by the fipst strike.

- While the forcewas only. abeut one hundred miles off tha coast
of Samar Island the heavy ships fueled destroyers during the morning &

CONNER and CHARRETTE. :
. From time to itime during the morning Teports conceraing enemy - eeewy
aircraft in the vicinity were -received; but none appresched close LN
enocugh %o require the setting orf Qendition'I. At 1400, however, Air e
Attack was sounded and all hands stoed to battle stations, with the .
exception of the fueling detail which continued to fuel destroyers.
No attack developed, and at 1505, Alir Attack uasy was set. The ship
gecured from Air Attack at 1535, with the exception of the Anti-
aireraft battery and GCombat Information Center which remained on an
&1riagg?§¥ basis until 1800. At 1618 the formation axis was ratated
to 12 . -

At.1950 ¥U.8.8. SWEHSQH reported a sound. contac&, evaluated 75%

- The SWENSON ard the BLUE were orderad 4o remain in the vieinity of
“the contpet and refjoin the Task Group in the morning at the faelina
. area, at approximately 13°-30'N; 1299-00'E., Another sound contact
‘was reported by the ¥.s,S. MOORE at 2iLL, but ahe was unable to
_ davelap the contact. .

: 12 NOVEMBER 1944 o - §
0800 Position - 1200 Position 2000 Position

 13%15.9t N | 139-34.7% N 14,9-53.81 N ?
128 =57+.5' E 1280-21,6% E . 127°-10.6* E

 Steaming toward 13%-20'N, 1299-00'E for rendezvous with fuel- |
ing group., At 0522 atood to General Quarters stations for dawn |
alert; secured at 0622, At dawn rendezvoused with units of Task |

“Group 30.8, and at 0636 came to the fueling course, 306°%(T),.and re-

duced speed to 10 knots., Maneuvered independently on station while

waiting te fuel. Recelved the U.S.S. OOWELL slongside to part at

Géhé and transferred 73,030 gallens-of fuel oil %o her. — '
- Alongaide port side of U.8,.8. MONONGAEILA for fueling at 0925,

. During the operation, U.S.S. BLUE came alengside to port to deliver
©officisl mail, and the U,3.8. COTTEN came alongside port guarter to
‘deliver air freight., At 1310 finished fueling from,MBNONGAEILA,-

having received 21,082 barrels. - :
Upen campletion of fusling, pursuant to dispateh © ordérs of 3 i

strike position at 159-30'H, 1230-30'E, from where sir strikes are
to be launched at dawn tqmorrow againat taPgets in the Central and
Southern Luzon Areas, :
Stood to- air &ttack Stations at 1809 for duak slert; secured &t T

o

Foar S . _J
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BB59/A12-1/A16«-3 U.8.3. MASSACHUSETIS

WAR DIARY
o | |13 NOVEMBER 1944 |
| 0800 Position ' - 1200 Poaitionl | .'5-2000 Pogition -
N o N BRI 2
Bodie st 3 CoaseddE

: Approaching dawn atrike,positlon at 150-30' N 1239-~30" E. fromqg&ﬁ%ﬁk .
where carriers will lauach heavy sir strikes against shipping, air- 1
f1elds, end harbor installatioens in Central and Souther:luzon. At |
0548 stood to Alr Attack Stations for dawh alert; secured at 0650 with |
the exeeption of the Anti-aircraft batteries whieh remained at Air ]
Attack. At dawn the carrlers launched a fighter sweep which was foll- l

-owed by the first strike, At 0720 Genditien III was set in the Anti- i

aircraft batteries.,

- - 8trikes oontinued throughout the day,- all ghips manauvering to :

_ean:o:m to flight operatiomns of the earriers, During the early after- 1
" ‘moon an ememy plene was:ghot down by the Combat Alr Patrel about 15 - '
. ‘'miles from the formatien.. Other ememy plames were reported nearby
and at 1439 all hands stoed to Air Attack Statlions. Fermation 5 . i
Victor was formed on order of the Task Groud Commnander. The eneny P
Planes previously repérted did net close the task force. Secured .
from Alr Attack at 1525, with the exception of the Gumnery Depart-
ment, which remained in Condition One Easy - Alr Attack,

© In the late afternoon the foree began retiring toward 15°-30'H .

1250~30' E. for a midnight remdezvous with the U, S.S. WASP and escorta,'
as ordered by ComThird Fleet on 11 Nevamber 1944.

. | 14 Nevmmn 1942 |
0800 Position - _ 1goe Position B 2@00 Position

150-19.4* N o 150—21 29 N  150-22.6" N
1230-38.5* B - 123%-53. 9 E 1250-36.2! E

: Returning to strike positien to resume alr ettacks on enemy
shipping, air fields and harber installations in the Manila-Cavite ’
Area of Luzon., Task Force 38 is in fleet crulsing dispositien 3 o
William, fleet exis 1200(T). Fleet guide is Task Group 38,3 in ‘
- -station % Tagk Group 38,1 is .in cruking dispositien 5 Victor, ' '
axis 120°(T), ecurse 2650{T), speed 20 knots.
' Shortly after midnight, remdezvoused with ConmTask Force 38 J
Vice Admiral MeCAIN in U.S.,8. WASP, which joined Task Gremp 38.1.
Adniral McCATN assumed tHectical command of Task Fores 38, relieving
Bear Admiral SHERMAM, ComTask Group 38.3. Task Group 38.1 was deg=
ignated guide of the fleet disposition. ~ - - _
- A% 0548 stood to Alr Attack Stations for dewn alert; secured
at 0648, At dawn the carriers launched planes for continued gtrikes
at yesterdays targets. The carrier axis was rotated to 0800(T),
within the formation axis which remained 1209(T), as set out im
 Apnex Charlie to gonFirstCerTask¥orPa¢c Op-order.il=-Lk. :
' Cruising fermation 5 Boger at 0730. é?
» . S

-6-'. 1&9 -
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"was sef. Almost immediately the unidentirfied planes which had caus
" Attack with the exception of the Anti-aireraft batteriea, which set ;za;'-

U.S.S., SWENSOK elongside to reselve gunnery equipment.: .

- progeed to 110-50'N, 1320-10'E where, at 0700 tomorrow, & rendez-

'point. -
- 16 NOVENBER 1944 , | o
'asde Evsitioﬁ 1200 Positian | 12000 Position
11053, 9f'x' | 10020t N 120-52,2¢ N
- 132¢-05,0' 2 1329-43.6! E. - 133%-46.0t E

assumed formation gulde at 0617, Station units zig-zagged independ-
 destroyers, this ship fueling tke U.5.S, BOYD and SPENCE.

2.-9)

BB59/Al2 1/A16~3 9.8.8. massaéﬁﬁsETTs
74 S WAR DIARY

DECLASSIFID 7

: Btrikes continued during tha morning and until mid-afternoon.
Unidentified aireraft were reported from time to time but until

1125 none approached clese eacugh to be a threat o the force. At -
that time, however, Air Attack was sounded and Condition "Zedbrat =

the alert were found to be friendly, and at 1134 secured from Air

Condition Air Attack -~ Xasy. =B
"U.5.8, BRUSH aliongside at 1208 to transfer patiants. At 1631 Y

_ Following radio orders of ComThird ¥leet, the Task Grohp6began
retiring in the late afterncon on courses which will take them %o
59-30’ K, 1279-39' % at 0600 tamorrow morning.

15 NOVEMBER 194k

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
150-39.4° N - 15%02.7' N 139430 N
127947t B 1280-4109" E 1300-37.01 E

Precaeding as - direated by diapatoh of ComThird rleet dated '
11 November 1944 to 150-30'N, 1279~30'E. At 0533 stoed to General
Quarters Stations for dawn. alert' secured at 0633,
'~ Task Group 38.3, in acoordanee wlth instructions contained
in the dispatch referred to above, left at 0600 for Ulithi Atell,
by direct route. ‘rask Uroups 38.1 and 38.4 bhave been directed to

vous will be made. with Task Group 38.2 and with. units of Task
Group 30.7 for fueling. - ]
_ A% 1018 rotated formation axls to 0800(T). Maneuvered as required . |
by routine earrier f1ight operations while proceeding to rendez?aus-

At d&wn rendezvoused with fueling group. U.8.S. KERNEBAGO
ently on station while waiting to fuel, and the heavy ships fueled

Alongside the U.S.8. CHIKASKIA at 0900; fueling courge 075°(T),
speed 10 imots. while this ship was rueling, the U.S.S5. MUGFORD
ocame alongside the port quarter for the trangfer of personnel. AV
0959 the U.8.8. LEWIS HANCOCK. came alengside our por{ guarter to
deliver mail. .

' Fueling was completed at 1121, this ship having received bor 3N
10,837 barrels of fuel oil. Resumed statior in disposition. U.S.S.i?

& : _ .

-. 150 -~
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- from the fueling area and steamed. teward aperating area extending

. U.8.8. MASSACHUSETTS
' WAR_DIARY .

' SWEHSGH alengside to delivar mail at 1229.

. At 1335 U.8:S. HOBNET asd .escorts left this task group and aoin-
ed Taak Group 38.4. There now remain in Task Group -38.1 the follow—
ing carriers: WASP, YORKTOWN and COWPENS. N

' Upoen.- cemplabien bf fueling operation, Task Groups, 38,1, 38. 2
which had joined the force im the early moining, and 38.4 departed

south and west of 139-55'H 13290-47'E.
17 NOVEMBER 1944 -

0800 Positiem 1200 Positiom - ‘2000 Position
12'6-5'9”9'?1%{" © 139%20,1'K 12%-47.9' §

1319-96 9*E . 1310~25.1' E 1300—31 gt &
| Operating in the wesbern part of an area extending 150 miles

" west end 75 miles south of 139-55'N; 1320-47'E. as directed by
© - GomThird Fleet by radio on 16 November 194k,  Task Group 38.1 is _
- in cruBing dispositien 5 Roger, axis 0809(T), speed 18 knots on course

2600(T).
- LAt 0959 the H 5.83. WASP, esaﬂrted by the . S.S. CBWELL, IZARD

and GONNER left the formation to effectuate the transfer of ComTask

Force 38 and staff to the U.S.S, HANGOOK., GomTasgk Group 38,1 in
U.8.8. YORKTOWN hes-been directed té: take tastieal commmad of Task
Force 38, U.8,8, WASP amd escorts reéturynmed to the formation at 1115.-
At 1345 Com'fask Foroe 38 in U.8.8. HANCOCK assumed tactiecal commend

of Task Force 38. Formatlon éxis rotated to 060°(T) at 1415, and at

1553 formed cruising disposition 5 Roger Dog.
In the late afterncon, following orders of camThird J?:Leeté Tagk
&roups 38,1, 38.2 and 38.3 began steaming toward 139=20!H, 129Y-00'E

~ where, at neon tomorrow, the fbrce will meet units or Taak Group

30, 8 and will rual.
18 momm 191+l+-

-0809,?ositien | | . 126@ Poaibion : | 2@.0 Pesitian |
130_1“’39 .N . _ ]_39-@@.21 I R . 1.30-&.8 3: W
. 1239-33' _ 1290-21,_ 0t 'E B _ 1279'3305'

Steaming ta rueling randezvous at approximately 130-26'3, 1290-
00'E in company with Task Greups 38.2 atd 38,4. The Task Groups are

in.fleet eruising disposition 5 X-ray, Task Group 38.2 iz fleet

‘guide on axis 0600{T)., Task Group 38,1 is in cruising disposition
5 Roger Dog, on formation axis 0800(T). Bdse ecourse 1s 2709(T);
fleot speed 18 kaots. ComTask Force 38 is in U.8.8. HﬁNCOGK,

 GomTask Group 38.1 is in U.8,S. YORKTOWN,

. At 0527 stood to General Quarters stations fTor dawn alert.
Secured at 0627. _
. Shortly after nine o'elock GomBatbiv 8 assumed tactical coms ,/Z?"

“mand of Task Unit 38:1.2 and maneuvered the unit astern of the

- 151 -
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~'fuel, but as other units were alongside tankers, the ¥.8.83. CUNNER‘
- and CHARRETTE came alongside this ship and received fuel,

. U.8.8. mnssacﬂusﬂiﬂs

WAR DIARY

carrier formation for gunnery exercises. Both 5"/38 Cal, and the
machine gun batteries partiecipated: fxercises were complted at
1947. Resumed.station in formation. ' '

At noen rendezvoused with with tankers. ‘Uhis ship dld nos

. Pursguanat -to erders of ComTask -¥orce 38, at 1506 the U. S'S
ALABAMAleft "thls task group and reported to-Task Group 38.4 for
temporary duty., The U.S.S5. OAKLAND left Task Group 38.4 and took

. the ALABAMA's .station in this group.

: Task rorce 38 has been ordered by ComThird Flset to proceed to
169-007H; 124-00'E, where at dawn tomorrow strikes will be launched .

against Japanese shipping, aireraft apd installatioas in the Luzon-

Hindoro Areas of the rhilippines. Hence, at 1600 flest course was
changed to 2959(T) and speed increased to 25 knots for the appreach
to the stirike position.

19 NOVEMBER 194

T 0800 Pogition ' -izeo Pasitibn y ' 2000 Position

15"’-43.1"" 1545, o" | © o 159.36.7' N

_123°—27 3' E - 123%-kh4? 1250-00' B

Steaming to strike position at 1é°~00'n 124°-00'E, o

At 0133 the U.S.S. YORKTWON reported an unidentified aircraft -
bearing 200°(T}, range 30 miles, -closing the formatien. A night
fighter was reported in the vieinity of the utildentified plane.

- The Task Group Commander releansed batteries at Ol40, as the "bogié"

cofitinued to close. At OlLL execubed 900 emergency turn. The
night fighter having been ingtructed to keep clear, this ship
opered fire on the. enemy plame with 5" battery.  The plané reversed

it's course immediately and began opening range., At 0149 executed

turk to 2959(T)., The night fighter resumedpursuit of the enemy

plane end at- 0210 shot down an "Emily", 61 miles from the formaticn.

A1) hands stood to Alr Attack Statiena for-dawn alert at 65&9,
secured at 0653, when ne enemy aircraft appeared. _

Our carriers began launching the fighter aWeep, followed by ‘the.
first strike at dawn. All ahipa were. meneuvered to confonm to their
operations. -

A%t 0653 formation axis was rotatsd to 060°(T) .

Strikes contined to be launched and _recovered threughout the

' “'morning and afternoon.

: At 1255 the U.8.8. BANCOGK reported by high rr&quency radio
that a fire on her flight deck would neeessitate it*s being out

of . operation for about 20 minubes.

.+, At 1717 en unidentified plene was reported bearing 3070(T):_ .
diatance 42 miles. All hands stood to Alr Attack Stations ab A7Igs

As an atteack did not develop, secured from Alr Attack at 1752 how-

ever in the Gumnery Department, two watches were left on station,

" in order that all anti-aircraft batteries would be fully manned, )ﬂ?hf_é

Formation speed was incroased from 17 to.25 knots at 1807, -

' ana at 1801 the U.s. s. BLUE raportea to the Task Group Gammanﬂer

52 -
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that seme of her forecastle plates were buckling and that she wds
taking water in the bow., As 'a result, speed was reduced to 22 knots.
... Several groups of "Bettys" weré veported in the vieinity dur-
ing the eurly evering, At182) various units of Task Group 38.3 ¢
were obgerved firing. - T
. "Exeécuted emergency course dhanges ag directed by 0.T.C. At 1915
after all contact with enemy planes had been lost, set Condition Ul sy -
-~ Upon orders of ComThird Fleet, Tesk Groups 38.1, 38.2 and 38,4 %
are rétiring from strike area and proceedlng to 160—00'N 132°—OO'E IR A
to arrive by midnight tomorrow. )

| N 20 HOVEMBER 194& | . :
0300 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Posltion

—

Aullhorllyfm;&féﬁ:

iy AT

I

1so~36 51N | C26%a7i W 16%-45.81 ¥ o
12990050 B  1290-49.8' E ©  1300-59.1" E

“Steeming in cruising disposition 5 Victor Dog. 4t sunrise form- - |
od crulsing disposition 5 RHoger Dog. ~ 4t 0900 U.S.S. OAKLAND, BOYD, ?
BROWN and COWELL left the formstion, pursusnt to ComTaskFor Thirty ;.
Eight orders, the QAKLAND to report to Task Group 38,4 and the L _
PASADENA, DYSON, THORNE, WILLS and MC CALL joined thig Task Group
all on permanent auty except the PASADENA and MC (CALL which are
assigned to Task Group 38.1 only temporarily. =

' Durihg the afternodn the carriers &nd &n €scsrt of destroyers
1eft the formation and condac ted guhnsry exersises:

“Carpiers cohducted routiné flight operations duriag the day,
1aunching gnd reécovering Combat Alr Patrol and ﬂnti-Submarine,
ﬁnti-Snooper Patrol. :

2_1_30@@33_.1% | IR

osoo Position : 1200 Position 2000 Position é
14,8-33:0" N 149-37.5' N © 10-14:6' X .

1300-46 1t E ~131.0- 22.0' B 1310-58.0' E 5
- - S .. 1310-58.00 |

Steamlng toward reéndezvous with fueling group. "Rendezvous
effected at dawn; fieling exercise commenced &t '0817. At 0830
went dlong port side.of U:S.5. CHIKASKIA énd began recelving Toel.
Fueling coturse is 080°(T), speed 10 knots, Cast off from tanker atb
‘1145, after receiving 1 0é9 ‘barrels fuel ©il., A1)l ships zleg~zagged.
independently on’ station prior to-a&nd-upon completion of fueliig.
Fueling exercises were completed at 1400 and cruising disposmtlon
5 Boger was formed immedlately.

- Pursuant t6 ordérs of ComThird Fleet at 1421, U.S. S. BOSTON
aiid PORTLAND with -egoorting destroyers were- detached from the task
group and proceeded on assighed dubty. At L458 formation axis was
rotated to 0609{T}; fleet course O450(T); speed 16 knots,

- Vice Admiral.W.A. LER,GombatPee; transferred his flag fram

v.s.s. WquINGTON to U.5.S, SOUTH DAKOTA. R _ -2423'
= 153 -
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'.Cénfiﬁﬁed on various couféés;és directed. b¥ 9.T C.” The Task
Groups:are proceeding to an area at about 146N, 132°F end will -
operate ﬁhere until further orders are reeeived.

o 22 ncvnuuﬁn 1944

0800 Position - - 1200 Position: 2000 Posltion

130413, é*"‘- - 139-29.0° N 130-07.0' N
1320_22 LIS S 1319-26 LY B _- 130%9~33, 0' S

At 0992 reeeivaéﬁg B+8. DYRON along part quarter far trangfer
of U 8, Mail. Resr Admiral G.B. DAVIS, ComBatDiv 8 assumed tectical
. command of Yask Unit 38.1.2 &nd DesDiv-122 at 0925 and maneuvered
- ¢he ghips under his command into position for 5" and machine- gon
-firing which was: condueted durlng the morning.
~ In the- afternoon, this ship and the. U.8.8. ALABAMA oenducta&

gunnery exerclses, firimg the Hain. Battery. ‘At 1336 8ll hands
-gtood to General Quarters Stations for the exorcise. The U.8.8.
ALABAMA opened fire with her main batbtery at 1413, thig ship '
acting as target ship. AL 1529 this ship opened fire at the wake
of the U.S5.S. ALABAMA, Exercise was completed at 1552, Sesured
from Genoral Quarters, and began maneuvering to take st&tion in
Task Graup 38.1. _ . .

T | 23'H‘T3N“ﬁm*19#¢ -
0800 Positiow 1200 Pesition 2000 Poaitien

1992420 F - 120005 K .. 11945.9% §
1320-53.2t B 133074t E . 1350-40.9t°R

Formatien eourae is 065°(T), apeeﬁ 18 knots. carriera conduct-
ed routine patrol operations during the day. Gunnery exereises
wers held darimg the aftermoon: During the sxercises ComBatDiv 8
agsumed tacticel command of the battieships and thelr screonm,
. " In general & course toward Ulithi Atoll is being followed, as.
ConThird Fleet has directed the Task Groups to enter port tqmorraw.

] 24 HQVEMBER 194k
0800 Paaition | 1200 Position

100-14. 9"' C 09%a37,5' K
1330-44.0t B . 139°-45.80 E

_ Steaming %toward Ulithi axell, prior to entering port. Shortly B
gftor dawn conduceted a short 5® battery test firing exesrecise, At
1053 thé lookouts sighted land, identified as Pig Island, Ulithi o

. Atoll, bearing ‘060¢(T)}. Launched two aircraft for. anti-suhmarine

» . shertly after 1139.; Made. preparatzons to enter port.- _ o R
_ . T . o 5 R | /(j?

. -5 -
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. At 1259 stoed %o Alr Astack Stations for entry inte the lagoon.
‘¥ntered Mugel Chemnel-at 1334 and at 1427 anchored in Berth #6 :
Uprushl Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll. )

. Bet the Port War Wateh and begar following normal port routine-“
made preparatiocns to receive tanker to port. At 1535 U.S.S.
NANTAHALA alongside. Hueling was complebed at 1733. Normal darill AL N
and recroations schedule will be followed as permitted by faeling *ﬁﬁﬁﬂ*§
and provisioning regquirements. Administrative SOPA is ComSeron 10 h
. in the PRAIRIE, (onditien III is set in the Gumnery Pgpartment each
morning and evening for a&m hour preceeding sunrise and following
sunget.

'_25 ~ 30 NOVEMBER 194k

: Anchored as before, Following normal port routine as pers
mitted by availability, provisioning schedule, and conditions of
readinsess. Making routine repalrs amd machinery overhaul in pre-
paration for further operations at ses,

25 NOVEMBER 1§hh

Assumsd radar guard at 0800. Conducted diving operations dar-
ing merning to repsair paravane gear, Transferred empty powder cans -
to LCI alongside. Kecelved aboard 40 rounds of oatapult service
charges. Began recelving stores.

26 NOVEMBER 1944

Our planea flew anti-submarine patrol miasiens during the day.
Continued receiving stores and provisions. Received RANIER elong-
side to port for tramsfer of smmunition; received: 200 rounds ~
Flashless 5" powder; Ll0 rounds - 5"/38 Cal. projectiles, Mk, 32,
Mod, 40; 50.rounds - 5m/38 Cal. projectiles, AA Common; 8,000
rounds = LOMM, HEIP; 2000 rounds -~ 20MM, HEI; & - 1001d hembs,
AN-30 with 6 fuses, 75~ Mk. 42, Msch. time fuses, 40~ catapult
servzce load charges. . .

27 HOVEMBER 1944

Planes flew anti-auhmarine patrel missions. Agsumed radar
guard at 0800, Conducted flight operations for radar tracklang
arill during foraneen. At 1310 an unidentified plane was detected
by radar bearing, 065°(T), distance 38 miles, The plane continued
o0 approach the Atell, amd at 1418 all hands stood to Air Attack
Stations. The aireraft was identified as friendly; and at 1422,
secured from Alr Atteck. At 1559, pursuant to orders of ComThird
- ¥leet, sot Condition JII in the Gunnery Department. Conducted opera-
tion to qualify divers. during the afternocon.
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‘YAR DIARY -
28 NOVEMBER 1944

Aircraft conducted routine training flights. blving operé—
tlons for qualifieation mede during the afternoon from the port
guarter.,

29 NOVEMBER 19&&

Provisionlng ship operations. | _ |
30 NOVEMBER 19@4 e 1

Aircraft flew anti-submarine patrol missions. At'1920;receiveﬁ
werd from ALABAMA that & whaleboat had been swemped astein oI her =
and that a rnumber of ien Were in the water. Turned on searchlights

and gent boats to assist in recovering men who were from.MILLER
OWENS .

N&vigator.

APPROVED; % %% 446

Captein, U. S.Hﬂvy, N _ ' L
Commanding. : SRR
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At 1043 No. 1 shaft was secured as a result of a hot spring L2 ]

A
R

bearing. Superficiasl examination and further trials were under-
taken, At 1700 a dispateh was sent by ComTask Group 38.1 recom- :
mending that the ship return to Ulithi for repairs if operations .
vermitted, and in the meantime, the shaft, which had been following
free, was to be stopped for inspection and repair of bearing., Com-
Tagk Group 38.1 deslignated escorts to accompany MASSACHUSETTS and
directed that we leave the formation and remain nearby. In accord-
ance with these orders, this ship and escorting destroyers FRANKS

and BUCHANAN c¢leared the formation at 1752.

The rendezvous with Task Group 38.2 had been made and the two
groups were operating together when a dispateh was received from
ComThird Fleet, cancelling a rendegvous with Task Group 38.3 at
0700, 2 December, and ordering Task Groups 38.1 and 38.2 to return
to port. This digpateh further ordered MASSACHUSETTS to remain at
sea as a unit of Task Group 38.5. However, when ComThird Fleet was
advised of MASSACHUSETTS' engineering difficulties, he directed .
that we remain with Task Greup 38.1 and return to Ulithi, According-
ly, this ship continued o maneuver independently throughout the
night, keeping in contact with Task Group 38.1, earcute to Ulithi.

oo

2 DECENMBER 194k

800 Positlen 2000 Positlon .
10%-13.0' W 109-16., 7'
139°-45.7' E 139°-53,8"

Operating 1ndependent1y with escorts in general vieinity of
Task Groups 38.1 and 38.2 while work on dempged spring bearing con- ,
tinues., Permission to conduct speed tests to determine conditionm of !
spring bearing prier to entry into port was granted by ComTask Group !
38.1. Accordingly, maneuvered at various speeds daring the morning
gradually building up to & speed of 25 knots.

All hands exercised at General Quarters Stations for drill pur-
poses from 1015 to 1115,

Lavwneched aireraft for Anti-Submarine patrel at 1330, and made
preparation to enter port. Stood t¢ Air Attapk Stations while enter-
ing port; anchored in Berth #38, Urushi Anchorage, Ulithi At@ll at

1504,

' Set the Port War Watch except in the Anti-Aireraft Battery,
which remaips in Condition III. Began following normal port routine,.
In general the ship is darkened and is in Material Condition "Yoke"

from sunset to sunrise.

3 DECEMBER 1944

Anchored and following normal port routine., Tueling, provision-
ing, receiving ammunition, and making repairs necessary prior toc opera-
ting at sea.  The ghip is con four hours notice for gettlng underway
with four beilers to be available. Administrative SOPA is in PRATIRIE

(ComSerfam 10). _ _ ' i

» o
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harily

Aireraft conducted routine training flights during the morning
and afternoon. At 1800, pursuant to orders of ComThird Fleet, all .
ships set c¢locks ahead to minus ten (-10) time. ¥

5 DECENBER 1944

MOUNT BAKHER (E4) alongside at 0654 for transfer of ammunition.
Received following: 735 - Mk. 32, Mod. 40O, 5%"/38 Cal. projectiles.
Transferred to MOUNT BAKER the following: 73 - Mk. 32, Mod. 17, 5"/38
Cal., projectiles; 657 - Mk, 32, Mod. 40, 5"/38 Cal. projectiles., Air-
craft conducted training flights during afterncon,.

6 DECEWMBER 1944

At 0620 stationed the anchor detail as the force of the wind
increased to 35 knots. Secured the detail shortly thereafter when
the wind dropped to 15 knots. Assumed radar guard at 800, and
hoisted outtwo aircraft for enti-submarine flights., Exerecised at
General Quarters for drill purposes from 1015 to 1130. At 1148
CAEE EE%NITY came alongside to receive 16"/45 Cal. ammunition from
this Do

7 DECEMBER 194

Completed transfer of ammunition to CAPE TRINITY at 0315, trans-
ferring: 18 Charges, SFD 4815; 21 Charges, SPD 4976; 152 Charges, SPD
6943; 30 Mk. 13, Mod. 1, 16"/45 Cal. projectiles; 168- Mk. 13, Mod. 2,
H.C. Projectiles.

Routine training Tlight and anti-submarine patrol flights cond-
ucted during morning. ZExercised at General Quarters for drill pur-~
poses from 1015 to 1130. During the afternocon catapulted two planes,
for anti-submarine patrol., Commenced receiving stores and provisions,

& DECEMBER 1944

At 0122 Pontoopn Barge #412-1 was received alongeside to transfer
freight aboard this ship.. Continued to provigion ship from various
LCM's which came alongside with stores and provisions, Task Group
38.5 stood into the harbor and anchored in assigned berths at 1000.
At 1810 ComThird Fleet reported an unidentified aircraft bearing 235° _
(T}, distance 33 miles. At 1827 received "Flash Red" and all hands f
gtood to Alr Attack Stations. Secured at 1845 after the econtact had
‘been identified as friendly. ' _

9 DECEMBER 1944

Conducted routine sireraft flights for training exercises. At .
0907 received ENOREE {A0 69) alongside for delivery of fuel., Received
4,473 barrels of fuel oil.

® - 159 - :3
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Q8C0 Position 1200 Positipn 2000 Position
10°-28.7' N 11°-06.5' ¥ 110-54.0' W
1390-53,9' E 140°-39.5 E 1390-;1.3' E

Anchored as before, making preparations to get underway for
operatlons in connection with Mindoro landings by Southwest Pacifie
Forces, pursuant to ComThird ileet orders and to instrugtions con-

tained in ComTask Group 38.1 Op Order 17-L4 (Revised). 0517 Under—.

way from Berth #38, Urushi Anchorage; sortied as directed in Annex
"B" to fthe Op Order mentioned above. Passed entrance buoys at 0622.
At 0653 formed cruising disposition 5 Roger; formation axis 070°%(T};
course 080°(T}; speed 15 knots.

ows: ;
Task Group 38.1
Task Unit 38.1.1

Rear Admiral A.E. MONTGOKERY, U.S5.N.
YORKTOWN {(F)

WASP

COWPENS

MONTEREY

Rear Admiral G.B, DAVI& J.3.H.

Task Unit 38.1.2
. .BatDiv & . - Rear Admirel G.B. DAVIZ, U.3.H.

MASSACHUSETIS (F)

AT ABAMA
Crubiv 10 - Rear Admiral L.J. WILTSE, U.S.N.
BOSTOR (F}
- : BALTIMORE
SruDiv 6 - Rear Admirsl ¢,T. J0Y, U.3S.N.
- : SAN FRANCISGO
NEW - ORLEANS
_ SAN DIEGO _
Tagk gnit 38.1.3 - Captain H,B. JARRETT, U.S.H.
. DesRon 53
- DesRon L7 {less TRATHEN, HAZELWOOD, HEERM&N

HOEL, HARLEY and 7 OHNS TON) ; {plus
HOBBY WILL3, BUCHANAN and BROWN)

Conducted gunnery, radar and tracking exercises as authorized
ih Annex "H"™ to ComTask Group 38.1 Op Order 17-44 (Revised). At
0633 formed special disposition, ComTask Unit 38.1.2 assuming tact-

ieal command of Task Unit 38.1.2 and escorts for the exercise. Ammuni-~
tion expended: $0 rounds, 20iM; 92 rounds, ALOMM (75% HET and 25% HEIT};

86 rounds, AA Common, base detonator, 5%/38 Cal. projectiles; 34
rounds, 5"/38 Cal. powder, Index 3&68 22 rounds, Index 3991; 18
rounds, Index 3024; 11 rounds, 3591; 1 rounds, Index 4747. Formed
ecruising disposition 8 Sugar at 1003. Rejoined Task Group 38.1 at.
1246, in formation 5 "Roger", : '

- 160 -~
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11 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000_Position
12°-49,01 N 13%-21.6* N . 130-47.6' N
136%-41.1' E 1359-59.5' E 134°-43.3' E

Continuing with exercises outlined in operation order. At
0653 ALABAMA reported sighting an object resembling a mine about
300 yerds off her starboard bow. -This object was sunk by gunfire
at 0721. At 0902 Task Unit 38.1.2 detatched for exercises and
formed cruising disposition 8 Roger, ComBatDiv 8 assuming taectical
command. Conducted gunnery exercises during morning. ZExpended _
138 rounds, 20MM ammunition and 582 rounds, 4LOMM ammunition, (75%
HET, 25% HEIT); 15 roumds, 5"/38 Cal. A4 Common with base detonator;
7 rounds, 5"/38 Cal. powder, Index 3991; 5 rounds, Index 3468; 3
rounds, Index 3024. At 1135 formed cruising disposition 8 Sugar.
Rejoined Task Group 38.1 at 1645, formed cruising disposition 5
Roger, axis 070°(T}, base course 270°(T), speed 18 knots. Maneuver-
ed as necessary to conform to carrier flight operastions.

12 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Posgition 2000 Position
149-39.7 N 14°-46.5' N | 159-30.3t N
131°-30.3* & . 1319-42.5t B 130°-49.2¢ E

Carried out exercises involving simulated night aireraft
attacks on the Task Group during the forenoon. At 1030 BALTIMORE
reported a surface contact bearing 085°(T), distance 21 miles. This
contact was identifried as Task Group 38.3. Rendegvoused at noon
with Task Groups 38.2 and 38.3 at approximately 15°-N, 1320-E;
scheduled exercises were coupleted at that time.

Changed fleet course to 300°9(T) at 1239; began proceeding to.
fueling area, the northeast corner of which is 18°-N, 130°-E, for
dawn fueling rendezvous with units of Task Group 30.8, as set out
in ComTask Group 38.1 Op Order. : _

Carriers conducted routine flight operations, all ships man- i
euvered accordingly.

13 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Pogition 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
17°-09.9* N 179-24 .41 N - 17°9-37.2' N
128% -50.0' E 129 -19.0' B 127°-<38.9' E

Effected dawn fueling rendezvous with units of Task Group 30.8
at approximately 179-10'N, 1280-20'E. Zig-zagged independently on
gtation while carriers, cruisers and destroyers fueled., 0755 FRANKS
alongside to receive U.S. Mail from this ship. At 1035 STOGKHAM along~
side with official mail. TFueling operation completed at 1147, formed

® : - - 161 - } _';f

Gene Slover's US Navy Pages


www.tinyurl.com/slover

cruising dlsposition 5 Roger at 1200, axis 0709(T), course 250°(7),
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WAR DIARY

speed 18 knots,
Shortly after noon, fleet course was changed to 285¢{T), and

speed increased to 22 knots for approach to position from which air : 4

strikes will be launched tomorrow against Japanese aircraft and air-
fields, primarily, and also against imstallations and shipping on
and adjacent to the Island of Luzon.

At 1800 all hands stood to Air Attack Stations for dusk alert.
Secured at 1850, Changed course to 2470{T) at 1830, increased speed
to 23 knots. ' v

.. 14 DECEMBER 1944

1200 Position 2000 Position

0800 Position

15%9-57,1" N - 150-33,9* N - 159.11.5' N
1230-34.6' E. _ 1230-47.3* B 1250-02.7' &

Approaching strike position at 169-15' N; 1239-45'E, from wlere
the first of a series of air strikes is to be lsunched against Jap-
anese aireraft, airfields and facllities on the Island of Luzon at
dawn in support of landings on the Island of Mindoro by airborne
and amphibious troops under the command of General MacArthur. Our
purpose 1is to neutralize enemy air power in the Northern and Central
Phillippines and to deny the use of Iuzon harbors to enemy combatant
and support shipping by means of heavy air strikes against and a
continuous patrol over all Japanese airfields in the area. Task
Group 38.1 has been assigned as its target aree, Southern Luzon,
south of 149-50'N, including Quezon airfield but excepting Bataan
Peninsula, and north of & line extending from 140-35'N, 1259-00'E,
to 140~ 35 o, 1210—50'E to 139-35'N, 1219-50'E, thence due west,

- Fleet is in dlsposition 5 XAray, fleet axis 1000{T}, fleet
-speed .23 knots, T.G. 38 1l is ia crulslng disposition 5 Roger, axis
070°({T), base course 247°(T).

At 0200 changed course to 244%(T). At 2345 an unidentified plane
was reportea by WASP, bearing 275°(T), distence 48 miles, The plane
continued to close the'fbrmation slole. At 0415 one of our night
fighters intercepted the plane, ldentified as an "Emily", and shot it
-down, All hands stood to General Quarters Stations for dawn alert
at 0605. HNo enemy attack developed, so secured at G705, -

Thirty minutes before sunrise, heavy fighter sweeps were launche-
ed in order to ecatch thegenemy_by-surprise if possible, and to keep
his mireraft pinned to the ground. Our fighters evidently were
successful in accomplishing this purpose, as very few enemy airborne
planes were reported. Fighter sweeps continued throughout the day,
no dlve bombers or torpedo bombers being launched ag the primary
target of the days sweeps is enemy aircraft, o

At 0722 rotated formation axis bo IOOO(T) changed speed to 21
knots. MASSACHUSETTS assumed Radar Guard at 0800 Throughout the
day, method "Able"™ was used to launch and recover planes, all ships

- ‘maneuvering accordingly. - The Tagk Force retired slowly eastward dur="
.. ing the day, and at dusk, after all planes except the night "hecklers”

- were aboard, contlnued_the retirement until 2000 at which time,
T g oY
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- turn the Task Force tc the strike position shortly before dawn.

BB59/812%3/116+3

-g%E WAR DIARY

changed course to 345%(T). Courses are being followed whieh will re-

_ 15 DECEMBER 194Lk :
0800_Position 1200 Position | 2000 Pogition
169-03.3' N . 159=47.0' N o 15°-L3.5¢ N
123°-31,3' E 1230-59,71 E ©1259-13.9' E

Returning to strike position for continuation of strikes against
Luzon, Ab 0200 changed course to 2L4P{T); and at 0230 changed course
to 230°(T); speed . 20 knots. All hands stood. to General Quarters
Stations at 0605 for dawn alert. Secured at 0705. Thirty minutes
before sunrise the carriers launched the first of the days alr strikes.
Strikes continued through the morning and afternoon, all ships man-
evering with the carriers. Courses were followed which moved the
Task Group slowly toc the east. At 1717 formation axis was rotated
to 090°(T). Late in the afternoon, after all planes, except night
"hecklers" were aboard the carriers, the force retired eastward a .
short distance for the night. All hands stood to Air Attack Stations
at 1814 for dusk alert; secured at 1914, _

16 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Tosition | 1200 Posltion 2000 Position
169-18.8' N : 169-35,9N 169-59.8' N
1230-42.,9 E 1240-08,1'% 125%.32,6' ®

Returned to strike position for continued strikes against eneny
targets con Luzon. Stood to General Quarters Stations for dawn alert
gt 0605. As pno enemy opposition developed in the vieinity of the
Task Group, secured at 0705. At 0715 rotated formation axis to 060°
Shortly before dawn our carriers began lamunching planes for addit-
ional strikes. Cruising disposition 5 Victor formed at 0815 et 18
knots. AT 0823 several groups of unidentified aircraft were detected
approaching the formation. All hands stood to Air Attack Stations
at 0829, Shortly thereafter two of the groups of planes were ident-

- ified as friendly and the remsinder faded from our radsar screens.

" Beeured from Air Attack at 0913, .
Continued air strikes throughout the day, all units maneuver-

ing with the cearriers. Formed cruising disposition 5 Roger at 1210

on course 235%(T) at 18 knots; axis 060°(T). At dusk, upon com-
pletion of strikes, the Task Force began retiring to the southeast.
Stood to Alr Attack SBtations at 1808 for dusk alert; secured at
1905- X . - o

The present series of strikes has been completed with today's

operations. A1l Task Groups are retiring toward 14C-40' N, 124%-107

E., for & fueling rendezvous tomorrow at 1000.

* _ . : -163 _. ' _ - 7
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17 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
159-13,8' § | 140942.1"N 159-03.2° N‘
1290-36.8' 1300-02.5" E 1280-556.5 E

At 0511 HALSEY POWELL picked up surface contact 28 miles dis- T,

tant, which was identified as the tanker group. Maneuvered on var-
ious courses and speeds to rendezvous with uniis of Task Group 30.8.
At 1029 comiienced fueling exercises. VUHLMAN alongside*to fuel at
1047, <Completed at 1319 after parting the fueling hoses becausé of
heavy seas. ‘he force of the wind and seas has been incteasing, and
fueling was-tonducted with difficulty. Herice at 1342 fueling ex-
ercises were discontinued, - The rask Groups steamed® westward at 15
knots in order t6 aviod a tropical digturbance to the east ol the
force, ComThird Fleet reported heavy seas, strong winds, and fall-
ing barometer as of 1300, He estimates a tropical distiurbance of
inereasing intensity 13 located at about 150N, 1380E, moving north
northwest,

~=TComThird Fleet affer. dlscontinuing the fueling oparation, order-
ed a fueling rendezvous at 17°N, 1280CE, tomorrow morning at 0600,
for the purpose of fueling those ships not able to receive fuel to-
day. This point was changed to 150-30FN,'127°-L0'E,%and'the time
of rendézvous changed to 0700 by & laber dispateh, ComTask CGroup
38.1 ordered the BB's and CV's in his group to be prepared to fuel
destroyers if the rendezvous with the tanker group was not made,

From the wind and barometer indications, it appeared that the ty-

phoon was heading for the foree. <he direction of the wind did not
materially change during the afternoon and evening, and the baro-
meter dropped slowly even though the track of the foree was to the
westward, away from the storn.

18 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position - 2000 Position
149-42.5' N 149-02.4' N . 139-09.5' N
1279-36,8* E . . 1270-34.5' E ' ' l28°—28 7' B

. At 0000 changed course to 180°(T}. The storm inereased in in-
tensity during the nlght, The barometer continued to drop slowly
and the seas continued to be heavy. At 0200 changed course to 320°
\T). Course was changzed to 180%{T) at 0503 and to 150%(T) at 0615.

: The Task Force remains in fleet eruising disposition 3 "William®,
fleet axis O40°(T). ‘Task Group 38.1 is the southernmost of the Task.
Groups and therefore is farther removed from the center of the storm
than either of the other groups. &Lven so during the morning, as
the barometer cecontinued to drop it became apparent that the storm
center was not far distant.

The typhoon made it imposgibdle to fuel from tankers, so the

" scheduled rendezvoug was not made., I1nstead the tanker group was in-
structed to remain in a fueling area nearby. An attempt was made

. | - 16s - &
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about 0800 to fuel destroyers over: the steérns of the carriers, but R

the operation wes not succegsful and was discontinued.

By 0800 visibility was limited to a féw hundred yards and the
storm had increased to such proportions that some of the ships began
to report personnel lost over the side and the sustaining of material
damage. At 0912 the MONTEREY reported all the planes on her hangar
deck to be on fire and the loss of a gun director. Shortly there-
after she reported loss of steering control and that she was dead
in the water., Her fire was brought under control at 0945, but not
before the ghip had sustained severe damage, accordingly, shortly
after 1000 ComTask Group 38.1 directed that the McCORD, 'BROWN,
TWINING, HAGGARD and sea going tugs stand by the MONTEREY. Thls
group was designated Task Unit 38.1.L. NEW ORLEARS also joined
this group.

' At 1030 an unidentified ship was detected by radar drifting
through the formation. Avoiding action was taken, and at 1035 a
CVE, apparently dead in the water, was sighted about 500 yards off
~ the starboard bow. An unsuccessful effort was made to communicate

with the ship, later identified as RUDYARD BAY, but it was soon
lost from view. A waming was sent to. other units in this group
by MASSACHUSETTS.

. Between 1000 and 1100 BOSTON reéeported losing a plane over the

gide and COWPENS reported several planes on her hangar deck to be
afire. Course was changed to 2200(T) at 1049 and toc 200°(T) at

1055. Speed was reduced from 14 knots to 12 knots. COWPENS could
not make the course changes and droppred out of the formation.

HALSEY POWELL and BENHAM remained with her. Dduring this period,

the barometer dropped to 29.36. It steadled at about 1100, however

and began to rise slowly. ‘The center of the typhoon was estlmate&

about 55 miles northward at about 149N, 1280E, at noon. Course was :
changed to 1200(1) at 1159, ' -

_ At 1245 COWPENS reported her fire had been extingnisheéed and '
that she was making three knots. BALTIMORE was directed to Join
COWPENS and escorts.. This unit is designated Task uUnit 38.1.5.

 Heanwhile the BROWN and other ships of Task Unit 38.1.4 had
attempted to rejoin but were unable to do so. because of heavy seas.
During the afternoon the ses began to subside, visibility im-
proved steadily, and the barcmeter continued t¢ rise.
At 1800 changed course to 2000(T), slowed to 11 knots,
Comthird Fleet directed thdt the Task Force rendezvous with

Tagk Groups 30.8 and 30.7 at 12°N, 129°E tomorrow morning at 0700

for fueling operations.

. Minor damsge was sustained by this ship during the storm, but

all gan be repaired except one aircraft, which is demaged beyond

repalr.

) 19 DECEMBER 1944
0800 Position : 1200 Position 2000 Pésition,

1289-54.0" E ~ 1280-33.1' E 1270-38,0% B
& - 165 -~ 4?
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Steaming toward fueling readegvous. At 0200 MONTEREY, NEW
ORLEANS and escerts; (T.U. 38.1.4) rejoined the formation. Net
tankers at dawn and commeticed fueling exercise at 08l5. LReceived
UHILMAN alongside to port for fuel. UHLMAN completed receiving fusl
at 0948, Zig-zagged independently on station while wajting to go.
alongside tanker. At 1200 went along port side of CHICKASKIA to :
fuel . Operation completed at 1505. Formed ceruising disposition
5 Roger &t 1538, at 1603 rotated axis to 180°(T). Changed course
to 260°(T), inereased speed to 17 knots at 1654. ' '

Various messages were received during the d4ay indicating that
the HULL capsized and sank during the typhoon, and that the SPENCE,
MONAGHAN, WATERMAN (DK 750} end HELVIN R. NARVMAN (DE 416) sare an-
accounted for. 4 search 1s being made by carrier planes and by
destroyers for the above named ships and for any survivors therefrom.

: During the.day, Comlhird Fleet formed one task group and one

task unit, ¥.G¢ 30.3 conszstlng of MONTEREY, COWPENS, SAN JACINTO,
HICKOX, LAWS, LiSON, BUCHANANW, &nd T,9. 30.8.18 eonsisting of. '
BENHAM, ALYWIN.and THKESTA. These forces were directed to proceed
to Ulithi upon cOmpletion of fueling today. The CABOT has taken
MONTERRY's statlon 1n Task Group 38 1. COWPENS's station remains

unoccupied.

comThird Fleet has ordered Task Force 38 to proceed upon com-
plotion of fueling to 160-15'N, 1239~45t'E, arriving prior to dawn, -

21 December 1944 at which time heavy strikes are to be launched
sgainst Japanese sirfields on Luzon, targets being the same as
these of the strikes of 14 = 16 December.

o 20 DECEMBER 1944
0800 Position | 1200 Position 2000 Position

-~

160-02.8 N . 160-21.0' W 16%49.4t N
1280~11.4" E . 1279-57.6' E © 1260-53.6" E

_ Steamlng toward strike position of Luzon, ag directed. by
ComThird Flegt. - The Task Force is. passing through the same general
area in which it was-operating during the typhoon, 50 all lookouts. :
have beep ingbructed to watch for survivoig of ships lost in the |
storm: Tasek Group 30.8 is condueting a thoreugh seareh of the area, |
also. . :
At midnight BALTIMORE reported hearing shouts fram someone ' I
in the water-close by ITmmediately thereafter our lookouts observed |
lights on the water off the port gquarter. HAGGARD was detailed to !
investigate. :
At 0200 changed course to OSGO(T]
A 3600 Air Search {0 250 miles.was launched by carriers at dawn
. to search for survivors and for ships that have not been heard from
since the storm. These searches located several vessels with which
contact had been lost. _
At 0702 formation axis rotated to 090°(TJ Course changed to
3150(T) at 0750, Omne of the escorts reported a sound contact nearby
at 1050. Al) ships executed an emergency turm left to 195°(T); re-

.. - 166 - )0
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turning to base course at 1125. The sound contact was lost by the
escorting destroyesr at 1130,

RUDYARD BAY reported that DE 186 had picked up survivors of
SPENCE, which had capsized during the typhoon. It is feared that only,
few of the personnel survived.

HAGGARD alongside to port at 1235 to dellver official mail.

At 1900 changed course %o 2580(T). Increased speed to 22 knots. .

The Task Force is encountering heavy swells and numerous squalls, ™ Y
accompanied by high winds. All ships are rolling heav11y. Apparent- '
ly the course followed toward tomorrow's sStrike positign is taking
the Task Fovte closer to the typhoon and into heavy swells resulting
from it.

21 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Posibion
150-51.7' N 150-24.7' N, : 140-52.21 N
1260-40.0" 1270-19.1! E 1270-20.71 E

‘Shortly after midnight a message was received from ComThird
Fleet cancelling the air astrikes against Luzon which hed been
scheduled for today, and directing Task Force 38 to proceed to
140=-40" N, 1290=10*E via 140=-05'N, 1280-02'8. Accordingly, at
0204 course was chaniged to 1150(7) and speed reduced to 18 knots.
Task Groups 30.7 and 30.8 have been diverted from their courses
toward previously designated rendezvous and have been directed to
continue the search for survivors of ships lest in the typhoon.

- Further, ComThird Fleet divided the Task Groups of Task Force 38,
directing that two groups cperate in sixty mile square areas, whose
two southwest corners are 150-45'N, 1230E. and 150N, 1260-40'E.,
assisting in the search for survivors, and that the third group pro-
ceed to the rendezvous polint previously designated. Task Group
38.1 and 38.2 are searching in the areas designated; Task Group
38.3 is proceeding to the rendezvous point. _

During the morning a number of life rafts and quantities of
debris were sighted. At 1047 BROWN reported picking up thirteen

- survivors of HULL, all in good condition with the exeeption of one
man who had bveen bitten by a shark.

* Bearched designated arvea thcroughly and after dark steamed on
courses which will take the groups tec tomorrow's fueling point.

22 DECEMBER 19k4 |

0800 Position ‘1200 Position ' 2000 Position
159416.8' N | 150-35.5"' N 159.16.5' §
1290-58.3' B - 1300-25.3" & 1320-05,2" &

" Rendezvoused at 0700 with tankers of Task Group 30.8; comnenced
fueling at 0745. At 0758 BROWN alongside to port to receive fuel.

"
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Operation completed at 0910. Zig-zagged independently on station
. while waiting %o fuel. At 1000 alongside MERRIMAK to fuel. Com=-

pleted fueling and left from alengside MERRIMACK at 1219.

' After fueling operatlons completed at 1230, formed eruigsing

disposition 5 Roger, axis 0900(T), speed 17 knots, ® urse 3000(7T).

¥Maneuvered as required to conform to carrier flight coperations.
ComThird Fleet has ordered Task Force 38 to proceed to Ulithi _ .

arriving prior to dark on Decemher 24, for fueling, rearming and i "

provisloning. |
At 1718 changed course %o 120°(T), speed 18 knots., All groups .

are proceeding toward Ulithi.

23 DECEMBER 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
 13%-55,8" N 139-57.1' N ‘  139-29.3' §
1340-48.2' E 1350-37.8' B 13760-23.3' E

At 0801 T.U. 38.1.2 detatched for exercises under direction of
ComBatDiv 8. Took station about 5 miles astern of ecarriers formed
cruising dlSpDSlthn 8 Roger, speed 16 knots, course 0900( TS

" began gunnery exercises, flring 5% and machine gun batteries at
towed sleeves.

At 1300 all hands stood to Alr Attack Stations for drills.
Visual Fighter Director Drill conducted; secured from Alir Attack
uppn completion of drills at 1530.

- Pask Unit 38.1.2 was directed to_rejoin Task Group 38.1 at
1625. PFormed cruising disposition 5 Roger, course and axis 0900

(T). At 1716 changed course to 1400{T); and at 2000 changed course
to 1479(T); speed changed to 18 knots,

: Tagk Group 38.1 has been instructed by CTF 38 to enter Ullthl

- at 1400 tomorrow.

214, DECEMBER 1944 .

0800 Pogition
Lat. 100=45,.7'N.=-Long.1399-07.,11E

Continued toward Ulithi Atoll.,

At 0930 formed cruising disposition 5 Roger 1; axis 0900(T),
‘course 1620(T}, speed 18 knots. All hands stood to Air Attack
Stations at 0947 for drill purposes, Catapulted one aircraft for
anti-submarine patrol, No towing runs were made at proper bearings ;
for this ship to fire during the gunnery exercises which were belng i
conducted, so secured from Air Attack Stations at 1057.

Made preparations to enter port, amd changed to minus ten (-10)
zone time.  Entered channel -at 1400, and at 1438 anchored in berth -
#39, Urushi Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll.

Set the Port War Watch, and began following normal port routine
However the anti-airecraft battery will remairn in Conditlon IIT during i
our stay in port, except when provisioning ship. Basically the ship o
is in Material Condition "X-ray" during deylight and during darkness

® . - 168 = . Vb ‘
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in Matarial Condition "kae" second deck and below, Condition “X&ray"
above, :

25-29 BECEMBER 1944

Fueling, provisioning and rearming. Conducting necessary re-
pairs and upkeep prior to getting underway. Task Groups 38.1, 38.2
and 38.3 pregent. Admirel W.¥. HALSEY, U.S.N., Commender Thira
Fleet is-Senior Officer Present except during a brief visit by Fleet
Admirel C.W. NIMITZ, Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet and Pacific
Ocean Ares. Administrative SOPA is ComSerRon 10 in PRAIRIE.

25 DECEMBER 1944
At 1345, LCM L9 alongside with rreight'frum_ALAamMA.
| 26 DECEMBER 194k

Began receiving GOK Stores vise 1ighters alongside at 0135.
Provisions were algo brought aboesrd from an LCM which came alongside
at 0225, In order to.provision ship the Port War Watch was set in
the Gunnery ﬂepartment at 0715,

. At 08l5 mugtered crew forward for officiel ceremonies in conn-
ection with relieving Command of Battleship Division EIGHT. Rear
Admirel Glenn B. DAVIS read his orders detatehing him from duty as
Commander Battleship Division EIGHT and ordered his flag hauled
down at 0825. At 0827 Rear Admiral John F. SHAFROTH agsumed command
of Battleship Division EIGHT and ordered his flag broken at the main.
' ENOREE (A0 69) alongside to port at 1330 to dellver fuel. Fuel-
ig% completed at 1541. MASSACHUSETTS received 381,977 gallons fuel
ollL,.
N rtAt 1628 set Condition III in the Guanery Department for dusk
aelert.

Conducted diving operations to effect repairs to main injection

valve.

27 DECEMBER 1944

Set Condition III in Guunery Department at 0556 for dawn alert.
Continued provigioning ship.
At 0852 1COM received alongside with following emmunition: 200 -
57/38 Cal. Smokeless Powder Cherges; 200 - 5"/38 Cal. AA Cammon Pro--
Jectilea, 20 - No-lomd Cstapult Shots.
d. Gontinued diving operatidns to repair injection valve during the
8y.
Condition III set in Gunnery'Department for dusk alert at 1730.

28 DECEMBER 1944

_ Continued provisiening ship._ Conducted erti-submarine patrol,
fllght operations furing morning and efternoon. At 1620, as plane
65 was landing astern of the ship the port wing float snapped
-orr and the plane overturned. Neither the pilot nor radioman was

°e -9 - | 13
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'injured and rlane was recovered, but cannot be repaired.
- Diving operations were completed' e main injection wvalve hav-
ing been repalred.

Anlligdty

-

L’

29 DECEMBER 1944
0235 Transferred both of our damaged planesjto_YSD 42, Cone ;
:duected diving operations to inspect previous work. At 1520 re-

ceived aboard one new alreraft #09590 as replacement of one demaged
plane. _ ' ' ;

30 DECEMBER 1941
2000 Poaition

119-24,.7t N | | |
138%9-28,2' B |

Making preparations to get underway in accordance with Com-
mander Second Carrier Task Force, Pacific's Operation Order 5-44,
- dated 27 December 194l ; and. Commander Task Group 38.1 Operation
Orderl8-4}, dated 27 December 1944. MASSACHUSETTS is & unit of
Task Group 38.1, which is organized as follows:

‘Tagk Force 38 - Vice Admiral J,S, McCaln, Com- - i
— SecondCarTaskForPac, ComTaskFor 38. |
Task Group 38.1 -~ Rear Admiral A.W, Radford |

Task Unit 38.1.1 - Rear Admiral Redford |

YORKTOWN - (F). | |

.WA.SP T :

CABOT | i

COWPENS i

~ Task Unit 38.1.2 -~ Vice Admiral W.A, Lee, Jr,., Com-

’ ' BatRon 2. ComTask Force 3.

SOUTH. BAKOTA (FF) ComBatRon 2.

. MASSACHUSETTS (F) ComBatDiv 8(Rear

Adm.J.F.Shafroth) |

Crubiv 10 - Reer Admiral L.J. Wiltse i
- BOSTON (F}
. BALTIMORE : -
T (less CANBERRA, QUiNCY) | |
Crudiv 6 SAN FRANCISCO g
- SAN DIEGO
{less WICHTTA, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW
: _ ORLEANS)
Tagk Unit 38.1.3 - Captain J.H.. Garter
DesRon 61 o
BEEEEH'EE = {less HﬂLSEY*“POWﬁLL)

ComThird Fleet, Admiral W.F. HALSEY in NEW JERSEY ComTask
Force 38, Vice Admiral McCAIN in HANCOCK; ComTask Group 38.1, Rear
Admiral RADFOBD in YORKTOWN; ComBatRon 2, Vice Admiral 1LEE in
SOUTH DAKGTA; ComBatDiv 8, Rear Admiral SHAFROTH in. MASSACHUSETTS.

- 170 - - o
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-1 George at 0716, speed 15 knots. OConducted gunnery exercises as

_6800”%osition 1200 _Position

e '

DECLASSIIEG + «
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iy, e 5

1

U.S.8. MASSACHUSETTS 60/t

- ) 2 WAR DIARY i H;fj
UhdﬁrW&Y at 0620, sortied in scoordance with Annex "B to Com- 3 §-g!

Task ‘Group 38,1 Op Order 18-4L. TPassed entrance buoys at 0713, At
0729 changed to minus nine (-9) zone time. Formed cruisfing disposition

outlined in Appendix 2 to Angex "H" to ComTask Group 38.1, Op-Order -
18=4. 5 ed oruising disposition 5 Roger at 1215, axis 070°(T),
course 300%(T); speed 18 knots.

o At 1800 rendezvoused with Tagk Groups, 38. 2 and 38,3 at 11°N., e
139 E. :

+

wgianmcEMBER 1944

!

f 2000 Position

102,51 N 14°-30,3' N _Am.;' 150 ©_26.,0' N
1360-08.0'  1350-50.1''E .7 135%-20.7' E

) At 0626 rotated carrier axis to 1209(T). Manauvpred to conform
tb”panrier flight operations. e '

. Lookouts sighted a yellow life raft at 1207.
and reportsd the raft contained a body.
During the morning the bollers began salting. It was suspected
that ‘the difficulty was caused by a leak in the main condenser. Per-
mission was obtained from the Task Group Commender to drop out of
formation and proceed independently with escorting destroyers to
the fueling rendezvous at 209(N)., 1280-30'E. on 2 January. &t 1749
left Task Group 38.1 and proceeded independently with MADDOX and
TAUSSIG as escorts. Locked No. 3 shaft at 1844 and proceeded with
investigation and repsirs. Made 15 knots with the remaining three
shafts; bage course is 300°(T)

”;ﬁRUSH 1hvest1gated

Captain,‘U S Navy, WIH;)

Commanding.
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1 JANVARY 1945 |
| "986 Position 1200 Pesitian 2000 Position
C 5 l;l! ‘ ! . . . zl’ Tt N . k3
131"-08 4 B | 1320—1? zu 1290-;37 9t E- |
|
: At Sea-' in Task Forece 38, in operationa in suppo:ct of lands - .
P ings on Luzon by Forces of the Southwest Pacific Area,  Forceé is |
Lo at present enroute Formose Area fronm Ulii;hi. Skip i'a keeping i
_ minas nine {-9) zone time., _ .2
I - This ship. is operating with Task Gmup 38 1, organizeﬂ Aas
; - fellows: .
L "~ Task Force 38 - Yice Admira.l MeCAIN, USH,
L L Lo (ComSecond Carrier Task j
o ’ Force Pacific) in HANCOCK. ;
Task Group 38.1 - Rear Admiral A.W. RADFORD, i
_ N - YSH, ih YORKTOWN. : -
Tagk Unit 38.1.1 - Rear Admiral RADFORD. -
o Y@RKT@WN(F}
WASP. oA
& _ ~ CABOT -
o . GOWPENS s
Task Unit 38,1.2 - Vice Admiral W.A. LEE Jr..,
. o UEil (ComBatRon 2). in ®
o -DAROTA o '
Batbiv 8 - Rea .Aémiral JuF. SHAFR@‘IH Jr., :
_ msacsmfs {r).
o SoUTH BAKOTA (FF) _
Crubiv 16 _Jj‘&l L.J, WIL’}.‘SE, USH,
-c-m' Div 5 for Admival. ¢, F. goy, Uszsr.
SAN FRANCISCO (F) ,
_ SAN'DIBGO = . - )
B ‘I'a.sk Unit: 38 1, - Captain J.H, CARTER, USN. :
: R -Ees&%n el _ - Captai: J.H, GﬁRTEE, TEN.
i i : o - DPes: Hop = Ceptain H.B. JARR ‘%H. !
'———""22 3% - (less HALSEY PO ]
C‘»amThirdFleet o - Admiral W.F. HALS is in L
: - NEYW JERSEY with ¢ sk Group 38. 2. _
steaming iadepanﬁently wid&h twa Escorting Desgroyers, while .~ &
' . -repairs apd made 0 Condeénser, Shagtb #3 is J.ceeked auring repairs. b
. Gourss, 30®°{T}, speed, 15 knots.sit
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Repairs to the Condenser were completed at 0214. Number
-3 shaft was unlocked and uge of it resumed, Steaming toward
rendezvous point &t 23 knots.

General Quarters for drill purposeées from 1300 to 1i15.

At 1430 rendezvoused with the Battle Lineé which had been
exercising as Task Force 34.  Haneuvered during the afternoon
with Tagk Force 34, which was dissolved at 1748. This ship
and SOUTH DAKOTA, joined Task Groeup 38.1, taking station in
Disposition 5 ﬂRoger“

2 JAﬂURBY 1945 T

esog'Positien 1200 Position 2000 Position
19°-43.9" N - R0U-10.9" N 20”-58.2'”N
1289-03 o' E 128%39.4' B 0 127°-07.4' E

: Ren&ezvoased with fueling grou at dawn, and commﬁnced
operations at 0633 on cowrse O0459(T), at 10 knots. At 0642
8.N. MOORE alongside to fuel, completing at 0830, having taken
58,150 gallons., Alongside T@MAHAWK at 0910 to fuel, completing
at 1100, having received 146,608 gellons. UHLMANN alongside
port quarter at 1149 to dellver Offickal Mail., TFormed oruising
Disposition 5 "Roger® at 1449. Rotated formation axis Lo 076°(T);
apeed 16 knots, and at 1810 increased speed to 25 knots, on
course 287° (T).

3 JANﬁARY 1945

0800 Position 5 12@0 Position 2000 _Position
1239-02. kB 1230-05 6t E 1240~13 L' E

Despite squelly weather and & low ceiling, Carriers began
launching plames for e predawn fignter swaep of target areas
on Formosa ab 0544.

' General guarters for dawn Alert at 0632 secured at G732.
At 0638 rotated formation axis to 1209(T), SAN FRANcISGO was
deslgnated guide during the maneuver, All ghips maneuvered on
gignal te conform to Qarrier Flight Operations, and ab 0910
the formation was modified upon Order of 0.T.C., Battleships
and Cruisers moving to Circle three; garriers moving te Circle twp.
- Inagnach as Pilots reporfed extremely bad weather over

the target, and as the weather ‘Sontinued to be geually in the
vicinity of the Task Force, all strikes weére cancelled shortly
after noon. Ounly routine patrols were launched, and Alrborne
strikes were recovered Bs soon as posgible.
- The Foree returned slowly to the Bast during the afternoon
and early evening, but will return to strike the Sdme targets
tomorroew,

Formed Gru131ng DiSPOSitlon 5 "Roger® gt 1805, 3Steod to
Alr Attack Stations for Dusk Alert at 181l; secured at 1918.
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| - 4 JANUARY 1945 :

0800 Position 200 Popsltion 2000 Position

TAROSLTLAT N -ﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬂgﬁf??r‘ TZ2OLTY N
123%-23.7" E . 123%43.1' E 1259-25.2" E

Continued Alr Strikes against Formosa. Garriers launched
Planes 30 minutes before sunrise. At 0630 General Querters for
dawn Alert; secured at 0732,

ﬁaneuvered as required by Flight. Operations during the day.

Strikes report weather over the target is extremely poor.
Sqgually weather prevails in the viginity of the Task Foroce,
meking flight operations diffieult, A% noon further strikes
were ceancelled and only routine patrols kept in the air.

. Began retiring on southeasterly courses toweard fueling
area for scheduled fueling operations,

5 JANUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200_Position 2000 Posision
iy ol ¥ E i-gﬁ«&i?,i' E - .

1269—2k 0!  1269-59.6' E 1269-kh 2' E

. Rendezvoused with fueling Group at approximately 20° N,
126° B at 0700.
_ MADDOX, aleongside to port at 0743 for fueling, completing
at 0907,

Alongside CIVMARRON at 0930 to receive fuel, oempleting at
11&5. - BWENSON alongside at 1404 to deliver 0fficial Mail-.

At 1850 Changed course to 2520(7T), increased speed to 21
knots for run te strike Position off Luzon.

6 JANUARY 1945 |
0890 Fosision 1200 Position 2000 Position
12490500 8 1zz°:15'24'-'  1zs0.08.51 &
Steaming toward strike Positlan at 17°-30.0' N; 1230-30 o
from where strikes will be launched against Airfields in Ncrthw

ern Luzoen, in support ef. 16ndings to be wade by:éur forces on -
the Shores of Lingayen Gulf. Fleet disposition, 3 "Williamn,

axis 120 ¢(T)., Task Groug(BS «1 is eruising Disposition 5 "Roger"

axis 120° (T), course 252 feed 21 knets.
. Rotated Fleet Axis to 0500 T} at 0430. At 0517 Carriers
began leunching Night Fighters for a pre-dawn strike at Luzon

Airfields. ‘All hahds gtood 0 General Quarters st&tions at 0618

for dawn Alert; seeured at 0718,

- Cruising Disgqsition 5 #Viector AbleY fermea at 0867 for _
better Anti—aireraft defense, axis 0900(T). At 1349 formation
‘axis rotated to OL5O(T). .

Strikes continued to be launched bhreughout the day, all
ships maneuvering to meake pessible Flight Operaticns,

® -3 -
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All hands stood t6 Alr Agback Stations at 1822 for dusk
alert; secured at 1919, Condition III set for the night.

After recovery of last strike completed, the Force began
steaning toward Formosa, which is tomorrow's terget. However,
as the Force preceeded northward, weabher conditions which were’
already bad, grew worse, and weéather forecasts indicated flying
conditicns would be undeglireable in the Formosa area. Accord-

o, bate

[

 DEASTIERG -

e
T

ingly ComThird Fleet cancelled the proposed strikes against S,

Formosa and ordered further strikes against tedays' target in
Northern ILuzon, Pursuant to these Orders, the Task Force reversed
its! course gnd steamed toward 16°-551 N; 123°=45' E, the strike:
position. _

7 JANUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Pogibion 2000 Pogition
T69=53. 567 N “TEosL0.9T W 603, 1T N
1239-54.0t E 124°-17.9* & 124,0-1/,.8t B

Launched Air Strikes against targets in Horihern Luzon 30
minutes before sunrise, from 16°-L0' N; 1240-08! &, Stood to
Air Attack stations for dawn alert at 0617; secured at 0717.

Rotated formation axig into wind, to 070°(T) at 0744.

At 1123 BLUE alongside to sterboard to fuel; operation
completed at 1225, PBENHAM alongside to fuel at 1228, Completed
at 1335, .

. Air Attack for dusk alert at 1&23; secured at 1923,
Retited toward fueling area after recovery of gtrikes.

8 JAWUARY 1945

0800 Position _ 1200 Position 2000 Position
""5 - t I 9 "‘l'.. H N R 200""13011 N
1259-00.41 B 125%.46.8' E - 1259-30,0t B

Rendezvoused with tankers of Task Group 30.8 at davm ab
199N; 1259E. At 0823 Formed cruising disposition 5 "Rogert,
course and axis 070%(T); speed 10 knots. CIMMARON designated as

formation guide at 0830, Commenced fueling: exercise. BLUE along~
side to fuel at 0845, At 0910 STOCKHAM slongside to transfer;: (/%
patient for medical care. Completed fueling BLUE at 0915, after

transferring 16,305 gallonsof fuel oil. Maneuvered independently
on station while walting to fuel from tanker. :

At 1053 alongside SAUGATUCK (A0 75) to fuel. TAUSSIG along
- port gquarter at 1158 to deliver U.5. and Officiel Meil. _

An unidentified plane was detected by radsr at 1205, bear-
ing 020°(7), distance 25 miles. A1l hands stood to Air Attack
stations at 1207, but as the plane was lumediately identified as

. friendly, secured from Alr Attack at 1209, _
" At 1218 WEDDERBURN came alongside to port to deliver official
nail. '
- Fueling from tanker was couwpleted at 1233; received 70,000
barrels of fuel oil. - o .
® _
. -l -
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_ ing on courses which will take it to a strike positien off the ¥

| plane @irectly over the formation, ALl hands stood to Air Attack
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, am 1&19 eruisin disposition 5 "Victer Bakerﬂ fermed, and
- axis reteted to @90°%T _ .
COLLETTE alongside to deliver mail at 1505, : ' _
Speed increased to 21 knots at 1632, -The Tagk Force is steamn~

Southeast coast of Farmosa by dawn tomerrow.
"A11 hands stood to Alr Attack stations at 181& for 6usk
&1ert secnred et 1912,
” 9 JANHARY 1945

0860 ?asitlen ' 1200 Position o : 26@@‘?03ition'

~22o-06. é'- - “225-5§.?'. 29-07,
1220-44.4' - T 122%45.1" B 1220-34,1t B

_ eperating frem.strika 3031tien 220H 1239%, launehed heavy
Air Sbrikes against targets on the Island of ﬁermasa shortly
before flawn.,

o At 0329 WEBBERBURN reported gound eontact an& attacked, .

r'-5f$IﬁING directed to assist, Contect evaluated as definitely Sub-

‘merine. Shipsg erdered to continue attaek until Submarins sunk

or until dawn, _ E

.. General Quarters for dayn alert at 9632 secured at 0731.
T At 0756 formed cruising dispesitien 5 "Victer Ablet. .

- Formation axig rotated to 030°(T) at 11@3.
At 1341 the Task Group Commander. reporied an unidentified

stations at 1344, Formed ¢rulsing disposition 5 "Viétor Baker”.
At 1359 the enemy plane was shot down by the Combat Alr Patrol.
- Becured from Air Attack at 1405, '
-~ At 1810 Air Attsck for dusk slert; secured at 193@. During
the afternocon the Task Force steamed on westerly” eonrses, and at
2142 entered Baghi Channel, Luzen Strait, for passagé-into the
South China Sed, Task Group 38,1 in fermation 5 wRogert®, was. the
first group to . transit the passage, Group 38.2 and 38.3. foliowing.
Passege wis completed at 2331. Speed was 23 knets., 1
Units of Task Group 30.8 with ~escorts, are foll@wing Task _ 1
' Force 38 into the South China Seas _ R

_ o 10 JANUARY 19&5 |
0800 Position = 1200 Position . 2000 P031ticn

~I99-54,8V N : “iﬁvtﬁﬁTE?“ﬁ“ | =3kt
120%-23.1* B 19%ke B 1180-93 2'

A pre-dawn Alr Seareh was 1aunched by Ta sk Groups 38.1 and
38.3; planes from 38.1 to cover sectors from 190°(T) to 3009(7T)
to a gistance of L20 miles; planes from 38.2 to sedrch sectors.
trom 300°(T) to 0509(T) for the sdme distande. Task Group 38.2 . -
is providing a fighter.C.A. P. for Task Group 36, 8 which is fellew-

- ing Tagk Feree 38 into the Seuth China Sea,

General Quarters for dawn alert at @63?; seoure& at 0737,

_.settlng Gon&itlen III. SR

S I S
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S 06A$ Fleet drulsxng dlsp031tion 3 “Wllllamﬁ was formed..
Fleet axis ig .0L0%(T); Task: Group 38,2 is guide; Fleet is steam-
ihg on a Seathwesterly eourse at a speed of 24 knats.

Formation axis rotated te C70°(T) et 14k, :
Air Attack for dusk alert sounded at 1846; secured at 19&?ﬁ
-~ sgetting condition II At 1905 formed crulslng dlSP@Sitl@E 5
'~“Viet9r Baker“

‘ .. . . N . . - ' \
0800 P@sitlen . 1200 Position N 2000 Pogition
“I59=16.37 N 140-39,3° N ' =&5. g
116°-61.9* B 115%47.5' E 1150-1@ L' E

Pursu&nt te dlspatch 1nstructions ef ComThird Fleet "began
fueling operations at 0815, after securing from dawn alert at

-  0754, and rendezvousing with Tanker Group &% dawn. Fueling course

was .210%(1), speed 10 knots. This ship fueled TWINING and
STGCKHAM dering morning. '

. A% 1242 slongside CINMARON to fuel._ At 1424 ceased fueling
exerciaes upen Crder of Task Group CGemmander. Regalned station

- in>@ispovition. :

- Formation axls rotated to GAOO(T] at 1616 ‘ '

. At 172) began high speed run toward Xamranh Bay Afea ef

 Inde China Coagt, where according to dispateh from QomThird Fleet,
-there is & streng possibility of lecating heavy units of the _ :

S Jhﬁaﬂese Fleet.

. ress gsystem as follows:

R During the late afternoon, B@ST@N’ and BALTIM@RE, with escsrts'

" #eting on Orders of Task Group Gemmander, left. Task Group. 38 1.

and joined Task Group 38.2. FLINT joined Task Group 38.1. SAH

- PIBEGC took station vacated by BALTIMORE. SAN FRANCISGO. teek - .

station vacated by BOSTON. 'Tagk Group 38 2 'left 'the Fleet for- '

mation end steamed shead ab high spsed.  Task Groups 38.1 and 38 3

have instructions te be as c¢lose as possible %0 110- 50 °N; "11G%= :

05'E, the estimated 07@0 position -of Task Group 38.2,. by that hour,
. At 1806 the Captain addtegsed the crew- over the Publie Ad&- :

#*This is the Captain speaking. ' o : C

vAs you &ll know, we hive now. ‘entered the South china Sea. S

This is a step of tremendous importence in advancing the war. It -

is of greater importance, for example, than the first raid en .

Pruk-and Salpan.  The reason is this: The obgectlve of sea power

'1s to centrol lines of sea commumication. In the case of a power

. 1like Japan, sea communications are vital to her existence., We - - |

havs previously compressed her lines of sea communication to the .

. Indies until they all passed through the South China Sea. Now o

we have cat those lines. They will remain eut. Our cecupation: '

of Luzon insures that. Japan no longer has any effective means S

© of supplying herself from the rich resources of thé Indies. _

' "In & sense we may conglder that the Revy's objective in

- ¢rossing the Pacific Ocean hasg been to arrive at this goal,

The defeat of the Japanese fleet late in October was only an - P

;xncldent enroute, but a necessary one, R : - R LT

X2 ' ._ o . --6 o a o :{ _— é§f ;
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"How we shall exercise control of the Seuth Ghln& Sea will
be demonstrated tomerrow. We have penetrated deep into this
vital sea area without any ‘evidence that we had been sighted
as of 1600 this aftermoon. Therefore, . tomorrow morning we will

be in a pesition %o striké at the demse shipping which skirts = o

the coast of Indo-China, carrying the riches of the Indies to
Japan. In the next few days.we shall destroy the seaberne trade
of Japan from Saigon to Hongkong. From this time henceforth, any .

ship that edn return from the Indies to Japan will be. lucky inaeea. =
"By this move, we have not ouly cut the Empire in two strategic-

ally, we have also surprised the enemy tactically. We believe we
have eut hip fleet in two. Almest certainly our morning searches
_'will disclose a large enemy task force which is known %0 be in

the vieimity. It will be particularly gratifying to us that this

tadk force will probably contain the battleships Ise and’ myuga,
which escaped . us on the morning of October 25th..

#T said that there was no evidence that we had been gighted -

antil.1600 today. Bince that time, three Jekes have been knocked
down to the westward. How mueh they saw and reported, we do not
know,;. but there is probability that our sleep tonight will be
diaturbad. '

. -"But in compensation, we now have the satigfaction of seeing
results of our past operations which before were not easily
apparent, HNo one could miss the significance of the defeat of
- the Japanese fleet in Cctober, On the other hand, it 1s easy to
loge sight of the importance of our repeated strikes at Luzon and
Formosa. Those strikes at times seemed an endlessly recurring

and monotoncus. task, but they were the means by which Task Force 38
substantially destreyed the Japanese air power in those two import-

ant bases. It is this destruction that now permits Genérel Mac-
Arthur to ococupy Luzon and for Task Force 38 finally to sever:
Japan's last sea c¢ommunications with her Southern Empire,

" "The actlon tomorrow will involve both alr and surfacé action,

\ It goes witheut saying that, as always, we must be prepared to
- meef; ana destroy anything whlch the .enemy may send against us"

12 JANUARY 1945

' 0800 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Poaition
'“EIE=§§“§?1§‘ , 120-10. '“N- . TIZYS39.Lg E
116%-22,3* B . - - 1309-29.5' E 1100-36.4" B

At dewn launched héavy air strikes against Japanese ship-

110%-22'E, First reports revealed that heavy units of the Jap-
anesée Fleet were not to be found in these harbors, There was,
hewever, & considerable amount eof shipping which was;attaeked
with good results. Prior to receipt of the report that no Jap-
anese baibtlships were present, ComThird Fleet had ordered the
formation of Task Group 34.5, & spsciel Surface Striking Group,

‘Which moved in to 119N<109.2'E. In the latter part of the morning this
group réturned to0 the vieinity of the other task.groups which has

prevmeusly rendezvoused at apprcxlmately

. = 7 -
R
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110-500N;110~051E, and was dissolved at 1245. FLINT and escorte
ing aestroyers 1eft Task Group 38.1 and returned te Task Group

38433 BALTIMORE and BOSTON with escorts, rejoined Task Group ¥.l,

taking previously assigned stations.,

Task Group 38.1 cruised in Disposition 5 "Victor Ablew durihgﬂﬁ

the day, but at 2100 formed Disposition 5 "Vietor Baker®,
Afr Attack at 1929 for dusk Alert:; secured at 2030,

13 JANUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 _Position
130-5673‘ m‘ 'ﬁjﬁﬁ”IE”iﬁ“if“
- 113%-59,8¢ 114°-04.3" E 115° ~ez 6*

Retiring from strikes on Indﬂ—china Coast, fleet course
071%{7), speed 20 knots.

At 0319 Changed speed to 16 knots.

Genersl Quarters for dawn Alert atb 0652; secured at 0752,

At 0913 Commemced funeling exercises after ren&ezveuslng
with Tanker Group at dawn. Fueling course 045°(T); speed 10
knots., Only light units fueled from the tapkers.

At 1910 Afir Attack for dusk Alert; secured at 1945,

14 JANUARY 1945
0800 _Position 1206 Positzon 2060 Position

B-3.07 X 170012 N R
116°-05.81 E 116%-34.7! E 1117°-38.2¢

Steaming on & nertheasterly courgse in company with Task
Group 38.1, and GUALALUPE and CIMMARON, units of Task Group
{8 -8 in cruising Dispesitien 5 "Regerﬂ- axis 045%(7); speed
- 14 knots. .

- A% 0650 stood to General Quarters stetions for dawn. Alert'
secur¢d at O7hos

“Réduced speed te-1Q knots at 07&0 began fueling operation.
At 1020 TAUSSIG alongside to deliver offieial Mail., At 1168
COLOHAN elongside to delivér Offieial Mail and to receive U.S.
Meil. BENEAM alongside with official Mall at 1532,

- Tueling exercises were completed at 1612. SAN FRANCISCO
wag designated guide at 1657. Base course, 018° (T}, speed

16 knots.
15 JANUARY 1945 |
esoe Positien 1200 Position 2000 Position
3 ) 2}-0"’19'3':& — "
113°-39 B! X  1199-00.4' E 1180-32.51 E.

General Quarters at 0648 for dawn Alert; secured at 0748,
" mmirty minubtes before sunrise Carriers began launching
planes for strikes against the Hong~Kong,imoy, Swatow area of

the China Coast and against Fornega, Strikes continued throughw ¥

out. the day.

& o 8 -
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At 0928 formed crulslng dispasitlon 5 #¥igtor Baker“

. A% 1710 Commander Task Group 38.2 reported 5 unidentified
planes bearing 350°(T), 30 miles. Stood to Air Attack Stations,
at 1712, At 1720 ComTask Group 38.2 reported one enemy plene,

a "Zeke', had been shot down by the Gombat Alr Patrol. Secured #
from,Air Attack at 1731. @ - :

Air Attack for dusk alert at 1844 ; secured at 1927. _

o 16 JANUARY 1945
0800 Positioh . © 1200 Pogition 2009303;%1;1011

eg~§9 LT N - TIO0LEG LT "N : - L0, 0% N
115%-22:2¢ E 115°-24.0% . 1159-50.1* B

Gontinued Alr Strikes agalnst Hong Ko ’ Amoy, and Swatow
areas of Ghina Coast, from approximately 20° N, 1159-20! E,

General Quarters for dawn algrt at 0700; seeured at 6800,

- Maneuvered during day to conform to Carrier Flight Operations.
: Upon recovery of’strikes, retired toward fuellng rendezvous .area oi
'-'course lé@O{T), peed 16 knots. .

| S 17 JANUARY 19#5
0800 Position 1260 Position 2000 Position

_‘“I'VTT“‘? 13,07 & 160-59.2°" 15: - "‘“6""“‘8‘““‘17 =33,
1160-33 812 1170-1141t B 17 0-5658! E

General Quarterz for dawn alert at 66&6 seeured at G?aé
_ Rendezvoused with tenker group in early mﬂrnlng and cemmenced
fueling exercise at 0904,

'~ YARNELL slongside to fuel during morping. At 1335 SWENSOH
alongside to deliver U.S. Mail. Alongside NEOSHO to- fuel, at:
‘1340, but heavy swells prevented successful completion of operation.,
Both hoses parted and at 1748 ceased fueling, after recelving '
h6 200 gallans of fuel oil. Resumed station in formatlon 5
"Victor Able®.

Air Attdck for dusk &lert at 1855, ‘secured 19&9.

The tankers reémained within. the fenmatlen, as the Foroe
proceeded North, speed 8 knots.
' Very heavy swells are being encountered as the Ferce moves
toward Luzen Strait. Fueling operations are dccomplished only -
with the greatest. dlfflculty and several destroyers report damage
from the seas.

— 16 gmwmr i
'_Déﬁe-Peéitibn"' 1200 Position . 2000 ?osition

_ ~52.8' N = .. 189-15,2V N O 1eP-45.7Y N
1189"-@9'01“ . 11?0_52.51 | . }_170_35 6'

Scheéuled fueling operations were. cancelled because of eon~

o flnued heavy swells in the area West of Lugzon Strait.,

Genaral Qnarters for dewn elert at 06&4, secured at 075&. i
¥ ]
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Farly in the mornlng & message was received from GomThlrd _
Fleet indicating that there was no reasonable prospect of transit-
ing the Strait for days and directing the Task Force to head in
toward the Luzoen Coast on a Southerly course for a lee for fuels .
ing. ComThird Fleet indicated that, following this the foree :
would probably exit Inte the Philippine Sea by way of Suriago
Strait. Gonaeqnently shortly after 0200 eourse was changed to
180°(T), speed 10 knops. %
' Several destreyers fueled while the foree was on a south- Ty
erly ecourse. Neo:general fueling operations were conducted,
however, :

19 JAKUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position ' 2000 Position
IZ?—lZ.B‘ ] "1&”-&5-#‘-E7
117%-29,51 B o 117°-57.9* B 1189-26 8'

Weather condition improved greatly, and fueling operations
were conducted without difficulsy.

General Quarters for dawn Alert at 0632; seeuged at 0732,

Alongside NEOSHO at 0830. Fueling course 060 (T); speed

10 kD.OtSo
' Ab 1105 MﬁNSFIhLD elongside to deliver folclal Mail and

exchange movies . _
Left WEOSHO at 1155, taking statlon in cruising Uispasitlan

5 "VTiector Bekert. .
MADBOX alongside with Of;lgial Mail at 1538.
Formation axis rotated 045%(T) at 1650, .
At 1711 BUCHANAN detached from Task Group 38.1 and reparted

{0 Task Group 30.8 for duty, o
The tanker group left the formation at 2015, on sourse 180

{T}; speed 10 kuots.
ComThird Fleet has ehanged instructions to transit Suriago

Stfait ‘and the Jask Foree is steaming north to transit Luzon
Strait tomorrow night.

20 JANUARY 1945 _
0200 Position 1200 Position © 2000 Position

ARG B 160=10.7" N TZO0ST0, .'3*"'“1}1“"
1180-59.0 E 1199-30.1* E 1219-19.5' B

Steaming boward Luzon btrait Tor passage into the Philippine
Sea, on course 017%(T).

General Quarters for dawn Alert at 06403 secured at 0740,

At dawn long range searéhes and routine patrols were launehe&.

gourse changed to 0520(T) at 0712, speed 15 knots.

AL 0916 en unidentified aireraft was detected by radar, bear-
4ing 1159(7), distance 53 miles, closing the Task Group. All hands
stoed to Alr Attack stetions abt 0938, At 0953 the Task Group L
gommander reported the Combat Alr Patrol had shet down one "George™,
& Japanese fighter. BSecured from Air Attack at 1000, '
ﬂ .

- 10 - . ((9;
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. Gourse changed to 040°(T) at 1123, end to 070°%(T) at 1210.
At 1404 rotated formation axis to 070 ET). ‘

' Puring the late afternoon numerous radar contaetg with
unidentified planes were obbtained. None approached the Task
Force, except one which was shot dewn 31 mil&sj&ram Task Group
38.1, at 1742, ' _ . :

At 1835 manned Air Atback stations for dusk Alert. TUn-
ldentified Aircraflt were reported by the Task Group Gommander,
to be in the vicinity at 1859. At 191, Task Group 38.2 was ob=-
served firing, and at 1915 this ship opened fire with 5%, LONH,
and 200¥M Anti-Aircraft batteries against s plane approaching
on the sterboard bow. Resulis were undetermined. Secured from
Air Attack at 2143. B o

At approximately 2000 began passage through BALINTANG

CHANNEL, Luozon Strait, exiting from theé South China Sea into the

PhilippineSea, on easterly courses., Pasgssed AHAU POIRT, SABTANG

ISLAND of the BATAN GROUP three and one half miles abeam to pord

at 2800, o . ' ' o _
T At 2304, after transiting the Channpel, the ‘task Perce formed

eruilsing bispesition 3 "Willisw", Fleet axis 060%(T}; Fleet speod

15 knots; course 060%(T) _
21 JANUARY 1945

Q800 Pogitiocn 1200 Pesitien 2000 Position
220.17.57 N 220-15.67 N “PIOSL3.TY R
122%-48.9' E  123%9-07.0% E 124%-24.6" B

General Quarters et 0633 for dawn Alert; secursd at 0733.
Shortly before sunrise Carriers began launching planes from =

" approximately 220-15' N, 122°-)0' E, for strikes against targets’

on the Island of Formosa. Strikes continued through the day, o1l

. ships maneuvering as direeted by 0.T.C., to conform to Carrier

flight operations. _

' At 1205 SWENSON alongside to fuel, At 1215 the Task Force
Commender directed that fueling operations be dlscontinued, as
Tagk Group 38.3 was under Alr Attack., SWENSON cleared pert
gide at 1218. All hands stood to Alr Attack stations at 1242,
Unidentified Alreraft were reported to be within 25 miles of the
Pagk Group. At 1250 The Tasgk Force Coumander roported that

‘several enemy plenes had been shot dewn by the Combat Alr Patrol,

A Carrier of Task Group 38.2 was obgsexved afire on the horizon at
1330. Secured from Air Attack at 1330. )

"~ AlT Abbeck statiens at 193t after an unidentified plane had
been reported close te the formetion. A% 1932 an alreraft was
shot down in flames off our port quarter by gunfire of other
ships in the group. Secured from Air Attack at 2031.

22 JANUARY 1945

esod Pogition 1200 Pogition 2000 Position

2L0=85.17 N . = 2h0-E2.9" N T250-TL 1T N

1280.28.5* E _ 1280+35,21 B 1260.11,5 B
€ - 11 -
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AilbeoEry

Thlrty minutes before sunrise, all Task Grougs began launch~
ing Air Strikes from approximetely 24°-35' N, 128°-25t £, against B
targets on OKINAWA JIMA. dGeneral Quarters for dawn alert at 0611; - . .
secured at 0655, . i

During the day, heavy ships fueled destroyers, this ship
fueling TWINING, YARNELL, DE HAVEN, and BRUSH.

After all strikes had been recovered, came to course 2020(7)
for retirement to fueling area Bast of Northern Luzon. Formatiom-:
axis rotated to 050°{T) at 1647. Fleet speed, 25 knots.

23 JANUARY 1945 }

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
209-35, L7 N 19%-59,97. N 199-36.3% ¥
127°-08,0* E 1279-29.5* E 1289-52,0' B

Rendezvoased with tanker group at 1000, cemmenced fTueling
exercise, Tueling course and axis 090°(7). This ship fueled
BRUSH and TAUSSIG during morning.

AL 1400 alongside MARTAS to fuel. BENHAM alongside at 1600
for transfer of mail. Completed& fueling at 1739. Exercise
completed by task group at 1942,  TanKer group withdrew to South.

Gpon complebion of fueling, Task Group 38.6 was formed as
directed by ComThird Fleet, and left the Task Foree tc proceed
$o0 Ulithi. The group is commanded by Vice Admirel MeCAIN in

. HABGOCY and includes NEW JERSEY, BOSTON, BALTIMORE, LANGLEY, and

Deshkon 52 less HICKOX, LEWIS, H&NCGGK fné HUNT. Rear Admirel
SHERMAN (ComTaskGroup}(BS 3) in ESSEX assumed temporary command
of Task Foree 38, which hag. been directed te proceed to Ulithi,

Carriving on forenoon of 26 January 1945,

2L, JANUARY 1945

08@0 Position 1200 Position 2000 Posltlon
"53 9‘ T; 61‘ E ﬁ 5 't’cP .
0 1310-11,7t E 131°-54.3* & - 133%-22. 3'

Pursuent to the Orders of Rear Admiral SHERMAN, ta@porarily

ComTask Force 38, Task force 34 was formed at 0700s Accordingly

at that time Batviv g, under command of Rear Admiral SHAWROTH,

in MASSACHUSETTS, with escorting destroyers {DesRon 61) cleared
Tagk Group 38.1, and proceeded to take station in Yask Force 34,
cru131ng dlsposition 4L "Hoger", WASHINGTON guide, course and axis

1359{ T}, speed 18 knots. - Standard speed changed to 13 knots.

.Tesk Force 34 is presently erganized as follows:

Task Foree 34 -=Vice Admiral W. A, LEE USH,
" (ComBatRon 2 in SOUTH DAKOTA}
Task Greup 3L.1~Battle Line - Rear Admirsl SHAFROTH, USN.
Task Unxt 3& l.l—Batﬁiv 9 - Rear Admiral HANSON, UBN
WISCONSIN { F)

. . ' : - 12 - _ ' \gv
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| Task Unit 34.1.2-BatDiv 6 - Rear Admiral COOLEY, USN.

WASHINGTON (F)
NORTH CAROLINA

Task Unit 34,1.3-BatDiv & - Rear Admiral SHAFROTH, USN.

MASSACHUSETTS (F}
o - SOUTH DAKOTA (FF)
Task Group 34.2 - Right Flank~ Rear Admiral JONES, USH.
Task UNLL 3L.R.2-0rubiv 17- Rear Admiral JONES, USH.
| N PASADENA (F}
| ASTORIA |
- | | WILKES BARRE
Tagk Groap %h.%-Left Flapk - Rear Admiral WHITING, USN.
Tagk Un ol 2~CruDiv 14~ Rear Admiral WHITING, USNJ
- o VINCENNES (¥) :
MIAMT
: BILOXI
Tagk Unit 34.4,3-DesDiv 99~ Captain WILKINSON, USN,
Task Unit 3h.4.4-DesDiviQ0- Captain MILL¥R, USH.

Conducted Gunnery Exercise, 12 "Dog" in the morning. Ammunite
ion expended: 20 MM - 220 rounds H.E.T., 406 rounds H.E.I.; LOMY -
290 rounds H.E,T.; 5%/38 -~ 36 rounds Mk. 8 base detonator fuzes.

At 1259 formed Battle Disposition 4 vBaker”, and conducted

Tactical exercises., At 1537 Beformed erulging Disposition 4 "Sugert

5 ®Able*, course and axis 140
Proceeded toward Ulithi,

25 JANUARY 1945

(T}, speed 18 knots.

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
13C-15.57 N S TIZUSILET N ”IIg=ETT§Tfﬁ“
1357 -46.3' B 136°-39.5' E 133%-32.2! E

At 0816 rotated formation exis to 180°(T). Formed Battle
Line, 0838 and conducted Tactlcal exercises for remainder of
the morning. N _ :
General Quarters for drill purposes at 1050; secured at 1130,
At 1129 formed eruising Dispesition 4 v"Sugar® 5 "Able#,
course and axis 1207(7T); speed 15 kmots, . ] _ .
Condueted Gunnery exercises during afternoon, firing light
and heavy Machine Gun and 5" batteries.

26 TANUARY 1945

0800 Position
1L0—25.31 N
. , 139°-39.3' E | |
‘At dawn aivided Task Force 3k, SOUTH DAKOTA and WISCONSIN
forming on MASSACHUSETTS, for Main and Secondary Battery firing.
"~ All hands stood to General Querters stations for Mein and
Seconﬂarg Battery firing at O0745. At 0755 Catapulted one Plane

- 13 -
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for spotting during firing end for Anti-Submarine Patrol.
Main Batbery Firing commenced at 08345 expended 27 rounds
16 inch ammunition. XExercise completed at 0909, Secured from
General gQuarters at 0912, _ . ‘
Proceeded to Ulithi Stanaard gpeed changed to 15 kunots
at 1250.

A% 1307 entered Mugal Channel, Ulithi Atoll. Anchoréd in o=

Berth #5 at 1342.

Set Port War Watch and began fellowing normal port routine.

Upon anchoring, Task Force 34 dissolved, this ship becoming
a unit of Task Group 38.1. Howsver, the Thlrd Fleet Organigzation
‘becomes inoperative and this Ship becomes a part of Task Group
58.1, in the Fifth Fleet, being currently formed and assembled
under Admiral R.A. SPRUANGE, U.8.N,

At 1514 INDIANA, SALT LAKE CITY, CHESTER, and PENSACCLA
stood inte the harhor and sunchored in assignea berths.

Engaged in fueling, rearming, and pr0v1sioning. Routine
* overhaul and repairs being made, Port War Watch is set; but
Condition IIT ig set in theée Anti-Aircraft battery Lrom an hour
before sunrise and sunset until an. hour after those times.

27 JANUARY 1945

Diving operations conducted to inspect and repair main
Injection Valve grid. Catapulted one plane for anti~submarine
patrel. Received 100 rounds of 5"/38 Cal. special projectiles
from 1 ight €Y. )

28 FANUARY 1945

KANKAKRE alongside to port to deliver fuel. Continued
diving operations to repalr main Injection Valve grids. At
1650 TICONDEROGA, CALIFORNIA, and NEW MEXICO, with escorés,
underway, standing out of the harbor,

29 JANUARY 1945

iy Diving operations and work om Main Injection Valve grid
continued, Received provisions and dry stores from lighters
and L.C.¥.'s along31ﬁe to starboard. _

30 JANUARY l9h5

. At 0654 underway t0 shift perths for Anti-Aireraft firing.
0729 Anchored in Berth #162. 0800 Condition ITI set in the Anti-
alreraft_battery. Gunnery exercises conducted during morning and

= 14 -
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afternoon, 5%, LOMM, end 20MM batteries firing at towed sleeves.
Continues receiving ary provisions. :

31 JANWUARY 1945

- Continued Gunnery exercises, firing 5", LOMM, gnd 20MM
batteries at towed sleeveg, morning and afternoon.

AP?ROVE

éaptaiﬁ,.ﬁ;s: Navy,
Commanding.
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Anchored in Berth #162, umsm; ANCHORAGE, ULITHI ATOLL. ‘This ship
is a unit of Task Group 58.3., organized as follows: . _

'.l‘ask Force 58 - Vice Admiral H.A. EEITSCE{ER, GSN,
AP : (ComFirstCarTaskForPac) in
BUNKER HILL.,

Tagk 8.1 - " = Rear Admiral J.J. CLARK, USH,
D (ComCarBiv 5) in HORNET,
-~ Reay Admiral J.J. CLARK, USH, .

(ComBa‘bD:Lv 8) in

' : EASSACHUSE‘ITS.
. BatDiy &€ ~ Less ALABAMA
" MASSAGHUSETTS (F) .
. INDIARA _
Crubiy 14 _ ~ Rear Admiral F.E‘M. WHITING, USY
VINCENNES (F) © in VINCENNES,
. SAN JuaN _ o
Jagk Unit 58,1.3-Grodp Sereen = Captain J.H. CARTER, ._HSN. '
DesRon 61 - T
- DesBen 25
Cmmander Fifth Fleet, . ﬁ.dmlra.l Rehe SPRU&NCE in INDIANAP(}LIS is present.

. Normal port routine is be:mg followad. The ship is in matemal
" condition #X-Ray" during the day and in condition "Yoke" and is dark~
ened at night. Condition IIT in the andi-aircraft battery is set from
an hour before to an hour after sunrise and sunset,
. U The ship is ‘receiving stores and provisions, is rearming and refuel-
+ inge Recreation as boa:Bs are available. Houtine upkeep and repmrs
being made.
- At present. the ship is auchored in an anti-aircraft flrlng berbh.
' During morming and eariy afternoon conducted gunnery exercises,
firing 5% and machine gub batteries at towed sleeves:and drores.
4o Underway at 15:!;7 to shift to regular ber’bh; #. Anchored in Ber’ch
at 1615+ .

;'115313

2 FEBRUARY 1945'

Swmgmg _sh:].p at anchor m.th assistance of YT93 Tor magnetn.c com—- : / R

?ass eo@ensatmn. 1315 The Cap'ba:_n inspected lower decks and halds.
' - 16 -
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LQX 85 Alongside at 1849 to deliver ammunition as follows: 450 54/38
cal. A.AWC. projectiles; 12,528 rounds LOMM HEIT; 400 5%/38 cal. flash—
less cartridges N.F.: 4500 rounds 20MM HEI, 1800 rounds 20MM HET,

3 FEBRUARY 1945

0900 The Commanding Officer inspected personnel amd living spaces.
Conducted routine training Tiight during afterncon. Recelved aboard
stores and provisions. '

}, FEBHIARY 1945

0800 Assumed duty as radar guard ship. Transferred empty ammunition

sontainers to LCM 87. -Hoisted aboard two planes from SCUTH DAKCTA for-
routine servicing, Received 1602 5%/38 cal. fuses and detonators; began
refusa_ng 51/38 cal. ammunition.

5 FEBRUARY 1945

0750 Hoisted out one plane for anti~submarine patrol. Completed
patrol at 1105, .

6 FEBRUARY 1945

Received fresh stores from BALD FAGLE. 1015 Exercised at General
Quarters for drill, Aircraft conducted routine anti~submarine patrol
f]..i.gh‘bs: !

7 FEBRUARY 1945
1245 Following ships stood into harbor and anghored in assiéned

berths: SARATOGA, RANDOLPH, BUNKER HILI, BENNINGTON, BELLEAU WOOD,
ALASKA, and escorts. Dunng afternoon two planes conducted routine

traiming flights.
& FEBRUARY 1945

Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH, ComBatDiv 8, assisted by members of his staff and’

an inspection party from INDIANA conducted militery inspedtion of ship.
9 FEBRUARY 1945

0910 Hoisted out one plane for routine flight. 1320 Hoisted out
second plane for training flight.

10 FERRUARY 1945
109-37.4 N
110-22,1" E

- 17 -
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Making preparations to get underway in company with Task Group
58.1 to participate in actions invelving air strikes on Tokyo, Iwo _
Jima, Chichi Jims, and Okinawa Jime i support of landings on Iwo Jima !
by Central Pacific forces, all as outlined in ComFirstCarTaskForPac
Operation Order Mo, 1l-45. : _

Underway at 1024. 8Sbrbidd in accordance with Sortie order of

. ComTask Group 58.1 dated 5 February 1945. Departed ULITHI at 1111,

passing entrance buoys abeawm, _
ComTaskUnit 58.1.5 assumed tactical command of this unit' to con~
duct anti-aircraft gunnery exercises at 1235.
Tagk Unit 58.1.5 is organized as follows?

Task Unit 58.1.5 - Support Unit - ~ Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH,
A UsN, {ComBatDiv B) in MASSACHUSETTS

58,1,51 - Battle Line = Rear Admiral SHAFROTH,
- MASSACHUSETTS (F)
INDIANA '

58,1.52 ~ Battle line Screen - Ceptain J.W. LUDEWIG, USH,
DesDiv 49 — Less STEVENS and HARRISON :
Light Forces : ~ Regr Admiral F.E.M. WHITING, USH,

(ComCruDiv 14) in VINCENNES,
58,1,5% - Cru Div 14, less HOUSTON
58,1.54 = DesDiv 50, Plus STEVENS and HARRISON

&t 1235 formed disposition 5 Wictor Sugar" and conducted gumnery -
exerclises. _ :

During afternoon conducted main babtery firing exercises. ZLaunch-
ed two planes for spotting. :

At 1805 while recovering planes by the "Charlie" method, plane
#09596 overturned upon landing. Pilot and radioman were rescued by
MURRAY, which sank the damaged plane by gunfire, '

1825 Joined remainder of Task Group 58.l; formed Disposition
5 ¥Roger®, _:

At 2100 conducted challenge and Bightding light exercise.

11 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1208 Fosition ' 2000 Position
120-05,2¢ N 12°-32,3" .N. 12°-54,3% N
1440-22,61 B 1450-30.4' E 146°-42,7 B

Proceeding incompany with Task Group. 58.1 on course 070%(T). as out-
lined in Apnex YB" to ComFirstCarTaskForPac OP order Wo, 1-45. Task
Group 58.1 is opergting independently approximately 25 miles to the
left of the assigned Task Force track for the purpesé of conducting
gonnery and tactical exercises. e :

" Prior to sunrise, radar tracking exercise 2 *B" conducted. &t
0515 CanTesk Unit 58.1.5 assumed tactical command of Task Group 58.1.5,
vhich formed crulsing Disposition 5 Nan Sugar® and maneuvered to a

a . ’ &
- 18 -

Gene Slover's US Navy Pages

z

B e

SR
N
= i

Dy,

J'.ul_l:o:ll\r
: : - o


www.tinyurl.com/slover

BB59/A12-1/416-3 U.5.5. WASSACHUSETES
CONFIDENTIAL AR DIARY

position 6 miles azhead of the carriers. During forenoon and after—

noon fired 5% and machine gun hatteries and conducted tactical exercises
&s outlined by Annex King to Gommander Task Group 58,1 operation Plan

1-45. Rejoined carriers at 1610, i‘orm:mg cruising Disposition 5 "Roger®,
- axis 070%(T), speed 15 knots.

At 1646 hoisted aboard one plane. Type, 0S2U, number 5483, flown
from Guam a5 replacement for plane previously expended.
The Task Force formed Pisposition 5-X at 1730 in position 12-05 N

14550 E, Axis 070%(T), course 070°(T), speed 17 knots.
Course changed to 0150( T) at 2030.

12 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 _Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Position
15037, N 16Y-23,6" N 170168 N
1478-12,2' E L7022, B 1479-50,3' E

Proceedlng on base course 015°(T), speed 16 knots in DlspOSltan
5 “Roger®, axis 070°(T),

Digposition 5 "Viector Dog" formed at 0723. Conducted gunnery
exercises, firing anti-asircraft battery, Formed Disposition 5 "Roger®
at 0823, '

. BIUE alongside to fuel at 0847; operation completed at 0930.
Additional gunnery exercises conducted,

TAUSSIG alongside to fuel at 1305.  GComenged operation at 1309;
completed operation at 1415,

Abanden ship drill conducted at 1440,

Fueled COLLETT from 1537 to 1616.

BIUE alongside at 1657 to transfer U,8, Mail.

13 FEBRUARY 1945

0800_Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
200-09,91 N 219-02.81 N Poo-10,87 N
148%-46.5" E ugo-38.7t B 1480-57,3" E

Steaming toward rendezvous with fueling group at approximately
21-00 N; 149-00 E,

At 0620 formed Tasgk Force 59, ComBatDiv 8 assumed tactical command

of Task Unit 58.1.2 and maneuvered the Unit into position in Task Force
59, Joined Task Force 59 and took station in DPisposition 5 "YRoger® at
0707; course and axis 000°(T); speed 23 kmots. Task Force 59 is at
present organized as follows: .

Task Fopce 59 ~ Vice Admiral W.A, LFE, Come
o _ BatHon 2, in SCUTH DAKOTA.
Task Group 59,1 - Battle Iine - Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH,

in MASSACHUSETIS

- 3G =
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Zask Duit 59.3.1 - BetDiv 7 - Hear Admiral BADGER
NEW JERSEY (F) o
WISCONSIN | SRPTO

WISSCQURL {RFFF)
Task Unit 59,1.2 ~ BatBiv 6 «~ Rear Admiral COCLEY
WASHINGION (F)
MORTH CARCLINA
. SOUTH DAROTA (FF)
Tagk Uni -~ BatBiv g -~ Bear Admiral SHAFRO‘ﬁi
: MASSACHUSE'I"I‘S (F)
INDIANA

M E;gb;h ~ Rear Admirel WHITING in

VINCENNES

Teek Unit 52, 2 - g;&,y_ 14, - Rear Admiral WHITING
- VINCENKES (F)

MIAMT
VICKSBURG (Mot present)
Task Unit 59,2.3 ~ DegDiv 49 ~ Captain LUDEWIG
- JOHN RODGERS.(aF)
STEVENS '
HARRTSON
MC KEE
MURBAY :
Task Unit - DesDiy 50 — Captain PARISH
#RINGGOLD (F) o
SCHROEDER .
SIGSBEE :
DASHIELL

Task Group 59,3 - Jentexy ~ Rear Admiral JONES, in PASADENA
Task Unit 59,3.2 - Criliv 17 ~Hear Admiral JONES
- PASADENA (F)-
SPRINGFIHELD
ASTORTA
WJES-BARRE :
Task Umt 53.3:3 = DesBiv 109 - Captain JARRELL
: PORTERFIELD (SF)}
CALLAGHAN '
CASSIN YOUNG
TEHIN
FEESTON
o gl Um.t. 5943.4 ~ DesDiv gm - Comma.nder EDSALL
LAWS (F) .
LONGSHAW
HORRISON
PRITCHETT

Task Unit 59.3.5 = DiﬁDiL%Qi - Captain JARRETT
- CUSHING (SF)
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COLAHAN
UHLMANT
BENHAM

. Tagk Uniy 59,.3.6 ~ DesDiv 106 ~ Commander HOGG

~ YARNALL (F)
TWINING
STOCKHAM
WEDDERBURN
Tagk Group 59.4 - Left Fiank ~ Rear Admiral DEYO iH
: o SANTA FE _
Task Unit 59.4.2 ~ CruDiy 13 =~ Rear Admiral DEYO .
-~ SANTA FE (F) - - ‘
BILOXT
' BIRMINGHAM .

Tosk Undt 59.4.3 - Mx_%j ~ Captain NUNK

MC CORD (8F). '
' TRATHEN
HAZELWOOD
HEERMANN , ‘
Tasi Ur_l_n,t. 59sdindi = Des ~ Captain REINOLDS

Hm&xm (F _
ERANKS
HAILE‘.C

After conduct:.ng tactical maneuvers, d:.ssolved Task Force 59,
Task Unit 58.1.2 rejoining Task Group 58,1 in 18})053.1310:1 5 "Roger®

at 091]—2.

Rendezvoused with tanker group at 1047, Commenced fuelﬁng
exercises at 1136, Zig Zagged independently on station while waiting
to fuel. At 1530 alongside CHIPOLA to receive fuel. Completed fuel-
ing at 1803, having received 438,483 gallons of fuel oil,

Upon completion of fueling, proceeded on course 325°(T), at 14 knots.

1), FEBRUARY 1945

0200 Pogition 1200 Pas;,t;og 2000 Fositi, m. '
2,0-0,7 N 250-11.9' 260-21,2' W
7%-24,7" B 149°-36.8" E 47%-49. 4" B

St_eaﬁﬁ_ng in company with Pask Group 58.1 plus CHIPOLA, KARKAKES,

and ATASCOSA.

At 0822 received SIGSBEE alongside to transfer mail.
Alongside CHIPOLA et 0905 to fuel. ZXExercise completed at 0949,

having received 41,900 gallons fuel oil.

Exercised at feneral Wuarters for drill frem 1015 to 1115,

. Formation axis rotated to 3300(‘1‘) at 1211,
to 295°(T); at 1900 to 340°(T),

At 1356 Changed couxse
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At 2000 the Captain addressed the crew over the Fublic address
System as followst

“This is the Captain speaking. .

"For the last six months we have been engaged in operations in
support of the Philippines campaign. For us that campaign seems to
be finished. It now falls to General MacArthur's forces, including
the Seventh Fleet, to carry that campaign to its completion. The
Seventh Fleet now does not include the bettleships and many of the - s
cruisers and other light forces which took part in the Fhilipeines :
campaign., Those ships are properly a part of the Central Pacific
Force, and have now returned to the operational commendoof Admiral
Nimitz, and form 2 part of the Fifth Fleet.

"We are beginning the first operation eof a new campa:ugn, in Task
Force 58 of the Fifth Fleet, This Fifth Fleet is under the commeng o
Admiral Spruance. It is composed of & nmumber of task forces whick
feilow the organization to which we have been accustomed, That is,
an amphibious force, under the old master, Vice Admiral Kelly Turner;
the suppert force, composed of the old battleships plus cruisers and
destroyers, under Rear Admiral B,dJ, Rogers; and Task Force 58, acting
&s covering force under the commend of the veteran Vice Admiral
Mitscher., As usial, there will be a landing. We are now enrcute to
our ‘usual task of paving the way, Where the landing will be will
become clear in a few days. More important fo us is the part we are
to play., It is clear to all that our next landing must be close to
the Japaness homeland., It follows that the objective of Task Force
58 mst be e ven closer. Until the present time, each of our cbjectives
has appeared mere important than the previous ones. In each cne we
expected to encounter stiff opposition. In most of these cases our
expectations have not been fulfilled by the Japanese. However, on
our present mission we propose to find out what he can do in what we
presume to be his strongest positions. Icshort, the objective of
Task Force 58 is the Tokyo area. _

"In this area the enemy can be presumed to have strong air forces.
Close by, we can presume he has what remains of his fleet, vhich
approximates two of our task groups. '

®0n our side, Task Force 58 is stronger than it ever has been be-
fore. . Qur Task Force Admiral and Task Group Admirals are the most '
experienced in the whole Navy.) Our CGroup Commander is Hear Admiral
Jud. Glark. This Group has been chosen iy Vice Admiral Mitscher for
the position of honor on the Advanced Flank, We will be the closest
to Tokyo,

"There is. a gaod chance that we can achieve sirategic surprise.
That we can achieve tactical surprise is too mueh to expect. Whether
we do or not we must expect strong air opposition, because this time
we are adding insult to injury. This time the Jap will be fighting
for his sacred homeland, for which he can be expected to fight with
- more bhan his usual fanatical zeal.

8 - 22 -

Gene Slover's US Navy Pages



www.tinyurl.com/slover

BB59/A12w1 /K163 U.5.5. MASSACHUSETIS
CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

"The strike begins at dawn 16 February, day after tomorrow, and
will last one to three days, depending upon the circumstances., During
this time we must be wmore on the alert than ever before. We mist overw
come any tendencies we may have to a sense of saféby as judged from past
experience. The anti-aircraft gunners on watch must play an glert,
Yheads up®, game, and be ready to shoot instantly and to hit. If the
weather is bad, which we expect, the time for sheobing will be too
short to bg effective otherwise. If Task Force 58 finds worthy air
epposition,Jokyo, we can expect a hard fighi, in which only dur own
skill and alertness can protect the carriers and ourselves from enemy
attackers which get through our fighters.

"The whole Task Group is looking to our anmti-aircraft gunners to
down any Jap plane that comes within range of their guns., The gunners

are looking to the radarmen, the lookouts, and CIC to assist them, but,
finally, the men at the guns and the directors must rely upon themselves

to have thelr guns on every Jazp plane in sight before he can strike,

If Task Force 58 can destroy a substantial part of the enemy's air
forces and aircraft fachories arcund Tokyo, the next campaign of the
war can be pointed much more directly at Tokye than would otherwise

be possible. OSuch a project deserves and must have nobhing less than
the utmost effort of each of us, To this end, check your battle station
and your equipment to see that all is in order. Leave nothing

to be done at the last minute, and leave nothing te chance.®

15 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
290-16,7" N 26058 ,7! N. 320.08,2' N
146°%-38.0' E 1469-16,6% B 145909,31 B

Proceeding toward strike position off Tokyo on course 340%(T),
sgzed 18 knots. 0553 General RGuarters for dawn alert) secured at
0640, :
- Fueled destroyers during morning, this ship fueling SCHROEDER,
MANSFIELD, and COLLETT, Speed was reduced to 17 knots during fueling
operations. ©Speed increased to 20 knots at 1350.

At 1900 changed fleet axis to 0309(T). Course changed to 305°(T);
continued toward strike positiin at 20 knots.

16 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 P@gjgggg 1200 Position 2000 Position
350-17.:8% N- 30-25,0t N. 349-56,2" N -
1210-24,.5' E 1510-2540" E 142%21.21 B

At 0545 rotated formation axis to 0200(T). General Quarters for '

- dawm alert at 0619. At 0648 carriers began launching fighters for

‘pre~dawn sweeps over airfields in the vicinity of Tokyo and Yokohoma.

® 23 -
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. The strike position was-approximatel§-3hp30 N; 141-30 B, Fighter sweeps

were followed shortly by the first of a series of heavy air strikes,'’
dive bomber and torpedo bombers against Japanese aircraft and air fields.

At 0710 dn enemy picket boat was detected bearing 140°(T), 15000
yards from the formstion. A destroyer despatched to the scene sank the
enemy after s brief exchange of fire.

Inasmuch as tactical surprise seemed to have been achieved, and
jn the absence of any indications of enemy aircraft in the vieinity of
the Task Force, secured from General Gnarters at 0740, A doubled
wateh was mainteined in the anti-aircraft battery, however,

Shortly after 1000 the Task Group Commander reperted the presence
of enemy aircraft in the vicinity. Manned Air Attack stations at 1027,

Several picket destroyers were observed firing on our port hand
at a distance of about 25,000 yards. An unidentified plane was seen
to crash in flames in the vicinity of one of the picket destroyers.

No enemy aircraft approached this ship, and we did not open fire. 4t
1145, after all contact with unldentified planes had been lost, secured
from Air Attack, S

Dispositien 5 "Victor Dogh had been formed at 1130; at 1255 the
formation reformed Disposition 5 "RogerW.

The Task Force slowly retired eastward during the afternoon.
Disposition 5 "Victor Dog" was formed at 1653, At L1744 Aip Attack for

dusk alert., IDisposition 5 "Victor Nan" formed at 1813. At 1850

Dispogition 5 "Hoger® formed. Secured from Air Attack at 1910,
Began retiring for the might on course 075°(T) at 20 knots.
At 2300 changed course to 1900(T),
At 2350 changed course to 210%(T), began returning to strike
position

17 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position ’ 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
34164 B 31,.6-10.2’ N. 33%.04,6 N
1419-51.8! E 1420.15,3' & 141%-47,7¢ E

Retufned to strike position at approximately 34~30 N; Lil1~30 E,

L;and resumed air strikes against Tokyo area on Island of Honshu.

- Thirty minutes before sunrise a heavy fighter sweep was launched
ageinst Japanese sirfields. This sweep was followed by additional
fighter sweeps and at dawn by dive and torpedo bomber attacks, Air-
craft, airfislds and facilities and alreraft engine plants were the
primary objectives of the strikes, Unfavorable weather was encounter-

ed by our planes over the target area, but nevertheless, reporits ind-
iceted that good resulis were obtained.
A4t 0618 General Quarters for dawn alert, A4s no enemy planes
appeared in the vicinity of - the Task Force, secured at 0720,
" Fommation axis was rotated to 060°(T) into the wind at 0645.

® - -
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A1 ships maneuvered to conform to movements of carriers. :

At 0730 the watch in the anti-~aircraft baitery was doubled, and
the battery alerted, after a picket destroyer had reported a "Zeke®
heading for Task Greup 58.3. No attack developed, and condifdion IXT
was set in the anti-aircraff battery at 1028. -

" Formation axis rotated to 120°(T) at 1110, and to 000°(T) at 1546.

Fleet axis rotated to 090°(T). Formation axis rotated to 300%(T) at 1610.

Began retiring South at 1731, OGhanging course to 180°(T), speed
21 knots. Fleet axis 000%(T), course 180°(T), speed 21 knots.
Air attack fer dusk alert at 1321; secured at 1918.

18 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
299~32, 1V . . 289-45,0' K. 27-29.5' N
141%-17.81 B 0%-38,1' B 139°-50.9' E

Retiring from Tokyo area on course 180%(T) at 21 knots,

At 0430 several enemy pickel boats were attacked by destroyers
in other task groups. ,

At 0607 an enemy pickel boat was detected between our task group
and Task Group 58.3. OCALLAGHAN took the enemy under fire and eventual-
1y sank the picket boatb. -

: Speed was reducéd to 17 knots at 0813, and at 0843 the fermation
axis was rotated to B459(T),

Shortly after 0800 carriers began launching planes for air strikes
on Chichi Jima. These strikes conbinued through the day.

Heavy ships fueled destroyers during the afterncon, this ship
fueling SWENSON, MANSFIELD, and RINGGOLD., |

CAir Attack at 1841 for dusk alert; secured ab 1920.

'19 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 - Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
- 230-31,3T K. 24,°-0k, 8% N. 25%~59,2' N
139°-10.5¢ B 139°-41.0" B . 1390-16.2' B

At 0700 rendezvoused with tanker group at approximately 24N, 139«
40 B, Prior to fueling, gunnery exercises were conducted, VINCENNES
and destroyers to right of axis formed astern of MASSACHUSETTS; MIAME
and destroyers to left of axis formed astern of INDIANA. 5" and Mach-
ine gun batteries fired at towed sleeves. :
_ SIGSREE alongside at 1120 to deliver official mail. At 1138
alongside KANKAKEE te fuel. .Fueling completed at 1446; received
593,252 galions fuel oil. At 1208 HARRISON alongside to deliver U.S.
¥ail.

 After fusling continued gunnery exercises witil 1756, at which
time formed Disposition 5 "Roger", Course and axis 000°(T); speed 20
knets. OCpuised in area West of Iwo Jima during night,

t

B : ' - 25 .-
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20 FEBRUARY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
250.25,.00 N - 259.36,1F N 26°-05,11 N
1399-56,7' B 140°-08.3! E 1399-45.0t B

‘Operating in arvea of Iwo Jima. A% dawn carriers began launching

~ strikes as direet air support to landings effected on Iwo Jima. Oper-

a:blons contimed throughout the day.
23 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Posit;gg 2000 Pog;‘ tion -
250-16,0° N 250.03,51 N 260.05,1' N
139°-37,8t B 139%-46,8! B VOO-36.3" B

Gontinuing operations Horth and West of Iwo Jima, furnishing air
support for landing operalbioms,
At 0750 TAUSSIG alongside to fuegl, complebed operation at 0815.

- Carriers leunched planes for strikes against Japanese defense
facilities and installations on Two Jima, All chips maneuvered to con-
form to carrier mevements. ' '

General Quarters for drill at 10153 secured at 1115,
In the late afternoon the Task Group Somuander reported that an.
enemy air attack apreared to be forming up in the direction of Chichi

Jima., The antiesirveraft battery was aleried at 1728; formed Digposition

5 "Wictor Dog" at 1748, and sounded Alr Attack at 1801, Group of unw
jdentified aircraft were reported at various ranges and bearings. iz
position 5 WWictor Nan" formed at 1845, At 1911 units of Task Group
58,2 were observed firing 5% and machine gun batteries, Several enemy
planes remained in close proximby to various of the Task Groups for
several hours. 4s these planes closed to gunfire range, units of the
groups opened fire. 7The Task Groups conducted emergency maneuvers
during this pericd. No enemy planes came within range of our guns
and this ship did not open fire. After all contact had been lost with

enemy alveraft, secured from Alr Attack at 2101,

+ Formed Disposition 5 “Roger® at 2108,

22 FEBRUARY 1945
1200 Position

211'0-23 L] 3 ! N
1399-52.8' B

200% Fogition
o '230_3.-1-.1‘ N
1397-59. 6! B 1) 7-22.,21 B

Grun.sed in area South and F"est of Iwo Jima, Carriers launched

~ routine patrols,

" At 0834 formation axis rotated to 0709(T); at 0846 rotated axis
to uoc(T) and et 1230 rotated axis to 0000(T}
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BB59/A12~1/416-3 U.5.8, MASSACHUSETIS
CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

23 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
240-58,2 N. . 259.29,2' N. 269-39,27 N
U837 E o-i7.51 B M°-52.2*.

At 0800 rendezvoused with um.ts of the fueling group a.t 2L~58N3
144378, Formed fueling dlsposa.t:.on 5 #Fox®, Fueling course is 31;00(‘1’)
speed 10 knots. Prior to fueling ComTaskUnit 58.1.2 assumed ‘tactical
command of that unit, which conducted anti-aireraft gunnery exercises
astern of the fuelimg group.

At 1232 alongside AUCILIA to fuel, MURRAY glongside at 1247 to
deliver official mail. Completed fueling at 1422, having received
219,755 gallons of fuel oil.

Took station astern of BENNINGTON and continued gunmery exercises.

At 1639, after completion of fuel:.ng and gurmery exercises, formed
Disposition 5 "Victor Dog®, axis 000°(T), course 3409(T), speed 15 knots.
At 1802 formed Disposition 5 “Roger“ :

At 2300 course changed to 015 (‘l‘) , speed 19 imots. The force is
en route to launch air strikes against Tokyo.

2, FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Pos:Lt:Log 2000 Pogition
29°-00.,91 N 290 ~2T i 309255,1" 1
1469-26,0' E 1460 .1‘ E 14,5°-06. 5' E

Steaming Northward for strikes on Tokyo area.

Topped off destroyers during morning. This ship fueled TAUSSIG
and COLLEYT, MC KEE was also received alongside to deliver guard mail,
Exercised at General Quarters for drill from 1015 to 1115,

At 0659 changed course to 340%(T). Course changed to 320°(T)
at 1443, and at 2346 changed speed to 18 knots for approach to strike
position.

25 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position gwm
: ’ 32 5‘5208' K.

339-24.7" N 340-11,5' N
COLE2O42,2t B 1420.30,3% E 3—1&20-02 R

Approachmg 34N; 141-20E, from vwhere carriers will launch air
. strikes against Tokyo; course 3050(1'), speed 22 knots.

At 0556 the Task Group.Commander reported unidentified a::.rcraf‘t,,
bearing 011°(T), distance 21 miles. 411 hands stood to Air Attack
stations at 0558. The unmidentified planes failed to close the for-
mation and at 0621 contact with them was losh.

LI | -2 -
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CONFIDENITAL AR DTARY

A pre~dawn lighter sweep was launched in squally weather against
Japanese alroraft and air fields, This sweep was followed shortly by
the first of a series of air strikes, In addition to aireraft snd air-
ecraft facilities, todays targets abe aircraft engine plants in the
vicinity of Tokyo, _

At 0703 secured from Air Attack, A doubled watch was maintained
in the anti-aircraft battery, however, ' '

At 0815 the formation axis was rotated from 350°(T) to 060°(T).

Bad weather hampered air operations over the target area. Filotls

raported a heavy snowstorm in the Tokyo vieinity which prohibited the
accomplishment of certain phases of the attack. A resuit of the state
of the weather, the last strike was launched shortly after noon,

At 1402 course was changed to 22.39(‘1’) for retirement from the
Tokyo area, _

Since the possibility of the weather clesring sufficiently to
permit effective strikes against Tokye tomorrow is remote, ComTask
Force 58 directed that attacks launched against the Kobe area instead.
Fleet axis was rotated to 000°(T), amithe Task Groups are to pass in
column between Sumisti and Tori Shima before proceeding to the strike
position off Kobe,

26 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 Fosition 1200 Position 2000 Posivion
308-43,0t N 29%.53.2¢ N. 27°-50.8' N
1399-26.3! E 1389-57,0" E 1399-03.9' E

At 0232 turned West for passage between Sumisu and Tori Shima.
At 0348 changed course to 305 (T) for approach to strike pesition off
Kobe. A heavy sweld and adverse weather conditions were encountered,
so that flight operations would be difficult. Hence, at 0518 on
orders of the Task Porce Commander course was changed to 210°(T), and
the Tagk Force began steaming southward., At 0609 ceaarse changed to
205%(T); at 0637 course changed to 195°(T).

.Boutine patrols were launched by the carriers during the day as
the force retired South., '

27 FEBRUARY 1945

Q800 Posgition 1200 Pogition 2000 FPos
23°-37,9' N 220.56,07 1. 229.29,21 N
140°-03.0 E 1L400-40.9" B 0 139%16.0' B
_ Rendezvoused with fueling group at 1000 at approximately 23-15N:
140-35E, Formed Disposition 5 #Fox", fueling course and axis 245°(T),
speed 10 knots. : : _ . :
Prior to fueling Task Unit 58.1.2, under commend of ComTask Unit
'58,1,2 conducted gunnery exercises astern of the fueling formation.

Cw 2B e
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. BB59/A12-1/A163 U.S.8, MASSACHUSBTTS &3 3
i

At 1244 alongside NESHANTIC to fuel, SIGSBEE alongside at 1415
to deliver official mail., HFueling completed at 1h45; received 384,23 i
gallone fuel oil. :
Contimed gunnery exercises after fueling, taking station astern
of BENMNINGTCN,.
Upon completion of fueling and gunnery exercise, formed cruising _
Disposition 5 "Roger',
At 1913 MC KEE alon%side to deliver official and U.S. Me,ll. .
Base course is 275°(T); speed 20 knots; destination, strike
position off Okinawa Jima,

28 FEBRUARY 1945

0800 _Position 1200 Position 200Q Position |

229-18,8¢ N 22°-49,1¢ N 22 -38.0 -N- _ i
135°-28,2! E 131;0-»26.2' . 1320.25,11 . :

Fueled destroyers during mmrnlng This ship fueled SEENSGH ' ;
COLLETT, and DE BAVEN. | |

Base course is 2750{T). At 1259 changed course to 2659(T), ' 5
Speed was increased to 2l knots at 1515.

A% 1947 changed eourse to 300°(T); speed 23 knots,. for approach
to strike position. At 2146 increased speed to 24 knots,

P.S. SAVIDGE
Commander,
Navigator.

' 1 s
Captain, U.S, Navy,
- Conmanding.

i
b
f
? :
|
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File No.
BB5Y/ 412-1/416-3

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS - -

WAL DIARY

St /2

0800 Position 1200 Position : 2000 Position | B
25°-25,21 N 257=2L. 4 N 25°-15.0' N S
128°-30.1" E 128°-37,0t E 129°-26.6' E :

Steaming in Task Force 58 as a unit of Task Group 58,1, which is
organized as followst

Vice Admiral M.A. MITSCHER, D
U.S.H. {ComPirstCarTask- )
ForPac), in BUNEER HILL.

Task Force 58

Task Group 58,1 -~ Hear ﬂdmiral JdeJs CLARK,
. U.8.0. (ComCarDiv 5), in
HORRET,
Task Unit 58.1.1 — Carriers « Hear Admiral J.d. CLARK, U.S.N,

HORMET (FF)
WASP
BENNINGTCN
BELLEAU WOCD

Task Un:l.'b 58,1.2 = Support Unit ~ Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH,
U.S.H, (ComBatBiv 8), in

U.8.N., in VINGENNES,

Tt

KASSACHUSETTS ]

Batliv 8 ~ less ALABAMA «~ Rear Admiral SHAFRQTH, 1

© MASSACHUSETTS (F) - _ |

INDIANA ' : _ !
CruDiv 1L - ~ Rear Admiral F.B.K. WHITING, 1 ..

i

i

VINCENNES {F)
MIAMT
- SBAN JUAN
Tagk Unit 58,1.3 - Group Screen -~ Capt. J.H. CARTER, U.S.N.
: DesRon 61 - . _
. Deglion 25
ComFifth Fleet, Admiral E.A. SPBlmcE, U.8.0., present in IlmIANAPOLIs.

‘I’ask Force 58 is operating in accordance with ComFirstCarTaskForPac

_OP Crder No. 1-45, and teday is launching air strikes against OKINAWA !

JTHA from approximately 25-25N; 128-30E, o | _ |

Task Group 58.1 is cruising in Disposition 5 "Hoger", axis 060°(1), 1

course 290°(T), speed 2 knots, Task Force 58 is in DlSpOS:Lt}.Dn 5

"lliam®, fleet axis 270°(T), fleet course 270°(T), fleet speed 25
knots. 'la.sk Group 58.3 is fleet gulde. .

117967 [}

el e .t . e e, el N
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JIMA by the carriers beginning at dawn.

A Dl ,%"

SIEIEQ ¢
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-F4813,

DELLAS

.

BB59/K12-1,/A16-3 U.S.5. HASSACHUSETTS

At 0030 changed course to 3209(1) and increased speed to 25
knots. Stood to General Guarters stations for dawn alert atb O6¢9, P
secured at 0749, -

Fighter sweeps and air sirikes were launched apainst OKINAWA

At 1351 calapulted two planes for rescve mission., Cur planes
proceeded to a point off the Scuthwestern OKINAWA JIMA but were unable
to locate the pilot who was reported to be in the water. While return~
ing to the ship Lt. G.A. BOBINSON, flying one of our rescue planes,
intercepted a message indicating a BEUNIKGTON pilot was down off Southw
eastern OKINAWA JI¥A. Li, ROBINSON flew to this area and was success—
ful in lecating and rescuing Ensign Wi.F. HAHE, attached to VF 82 attach-
ed to BRMIINGTON., Both of our planes returned to the ship al 1820.

At sunset began retiring from strike area on course 130°(T), speed
20 knots.

2 MARCH 1945

0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Position
‘,10-45 1t N 21°-10.9' N 190-50 LY N
131°~50,1! E 132°-36,4' ® 134°-3L 4! E

MC KfR alongside at 1016 to return pilot rescued in yesterday's
operation to BENNINGTON.

Cruising Disposition 5 "Victor Dogh formed at 1312 for tactical
and gunnery exercises, which were conducted until 1555, at whlcﬁ time
formed cruising Disposition 5 "“Roger!,

MANSFIBLD alongside at 1751 to receive supplies. MURRAY'alongu
side at 1829 with offieial mail.

. 3 MARCH 1945
0800 Posits.on | 1200 Position 2000 Pogitid _
169-16,8" N 169:16.4" N 10-37.6' K j
135°-37.3" E . 1350-57.8" E 136°-57,5' &

At dawn rendezvoused with fueling group at approximately 16-50N;
?MBOE. Formed special fuéling disposition 5 #Fox", base course 150%-
(1) at 0802,

SIGSBEE alongside at 0848 to transfer patlent for medical attention.
MOCEE alongside to transfer official mail at 0945,

At 1010 catapulted two planes for training flights; recovered
planes at 1030, At 1110 capapulted two planes for traiming purpsoses;
recovered planes at 1148. -Exercised at Cenersl Quarters from 1015 to 1115,

ComTask Unit 58.1.2 assumed tactical commsnd of this unit at 1202,
and, separating from the carriers, proceeded to rendezvous with other
heavies and form Task Force 59, as directed by ComFifth Fleet instruct-

‘jons. Task Force 59 is presently organized as follows:

3l
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WAR DIARY

Task Force 59

Task Group 59.1 ~ Batile ldine

BatDiv 7

NE\ JERSEY (F)
WISCONSIN
MISSCGIRT { RFFF)

Batbiv &

WASHINGTON (F)
RORTH CARCLINA

SOUTH DAKQTA :
Batliv 8 -« Bear Admiral SHAFROTH.
WASSACHISETTS ( F)
INDIANA o
Task (roup 59.2 -« Risht Flank « Hgar Admiral F.E.M. WHITING,
: in VINCENNES.
Cruldy 14 -~ Bear Admiral WHITING.
' VINCEMRES (F)
RELARMT

VIGKSBURG {not present)

~ Vice Admiral W.A, LEE,
U.8.N, ComBatRon 2,
in SOUTH DAKOTA,

- Hear Admiral J.F. SHAFHOTH,

in MASSACHUSEITS,
~ Rear Admiral BADGEE, in
WEW JERSETY,

~ Hear Admiral CCCLEY,

in WASHINGTON,

B0, it

Antheily

DesDiv L9 ~ (aptain LUDEWIG.
DesDiv 50 - Captain PARISH.
Tagk Group 59.% - Genter ~ Rear Admiral JONES,
' - in PASADENA,
CruDiv 17 . ~- Bear Admiral JONES,
PASADENA (F) - -
SPRINGFIELD
ASTORIA
WILKES-BARRE
Dgsiiv 109 - Captain JARRELL.
Deshiv 110 - Commander EDSALL. ;
DesDiv 105 ~ Qaptain JARRETT.
DesDiv 106 ~ Commander HOGG. ,
Task Group 5.4 - Left Flank - Rear Admiral DEYO,
in SANTA FE.
Craliv 13 ~ Rear Admirsl DEIO. '-
SANTA FE (F)
BILOXT

BIRMINGHAM (not presen’t.)

- Captain RUNN.

Desiiwy 93 . 1
DesDiv 9/ ~ Captain REYNCLDS,

Task Force 59 bondzict'ed ﬁa.ct:u.cal exercises in the afternoon. At
1953 General Quariers for similated torpedo attacks by Light forces.

Secured at 2101.;

® : - 32 -
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4 MARCH 1945

0800 Position ‘1200 Position 2000 Position
12°9-10.1' N 119-14.6 N 10°%-53,07 N
138°-21.0' E 1390.07.1* E 1400-01.8' B

Conducted tactical and gunnery exercises at intervals through-
out day, beginning with simmlated torpedo attack on formatlon by
light forces at 0300. All hands stood to Ganeral Quarters stations {rom
0300 to 0345, when persomnel not necessary for tracking exercises were
gecured.,
Battle Disposition 4 "B-~1" was formed on a general bearing line
of 070%(F). TFleet course and axis 1400(T), Additional tactical exer-
ecises followed. '
At 1111 formed cruising Disposition 4 "Sugar® 6 "Baker®.
During the afterncon additional tracking exercises were held as
carrier aircraft dive bombed sleds streamed aft of the ships in formation.
At 1941 Pisposition 4 "Han® was formed, Geéneral Quarters was
sounded for main and secondary battery firing exercise. Secured at 2051.
Proceeded toward Ulithi,

5 MARCH 1945

0800 Position
1i9-12.0' N
1390-55.7" B

Launched two planes at 0715 for spotting during main and secondary
battery firing exercises., 0730 General Quarters for gunnery éxercises,
Fired main and secondary batteries at surface targets; exercises com-
pleted at 0834, Secured from General Wuarters at 0835. Fired secondary
battery al towed sleeves during remainder of morning,

Ulithi Atoll sighted at 1155. At 1326 passed entrance buoys beam
and entered Ulithi Atoll., Proceeded to anti-aircraft firing anchorage
and at 1420 anchored in berth B-i. . _

1900 HALLICOMA slongside to port to deliver fuel. CUompleted fuel-
ing at 2152; received 610,792 gallons fuel oil :

6 -~ 13 MARCH 1945

Anchored in Urushi Anchorage, Ulithi Atoll, West Carolines Group.
Normal Fort routine is being followed as permitied by fueling, provision-
ing and by anti-aircraft exercises. The Port War Watch is set, with the
exception of the machine gun battery which is in Condition IIL. Cond~
ition IIl is set in the entire anti-aircraflt baltery from an hour
before until an hour after sunrise and sunset., The ship is darkened

. from sunset to sunrise.

6 MARCH: MALLICO%A left from along31de at 0640. Gunnery exercises

conducted during morning. One plane hoisted out for training flight
during morming; both planes made slmilar flights during afternoon.

8
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Gunnery exercises were continued in the afterncon,

7 MARCH: Transferred empty 5" ammunition cans to LCT alongside. . Began
provisioning ship from lighters. Hoisted cut planes for anti-submarine
patrol duty. At 0713 DYESS, J.Z., Sle, 630 44 58, USMR, was fatally in-
Jured when the gate in the socket of the gangway davit broke, causing
the davit to fall on DYESS, who was working below it. Conducted gunnery

exercises, Underway st 1555 to shift berths. 1628 Anchoraq in berth #6,

8 VARCH: MAYFIELD VICTCORY alongside at 0735. 0850 All hands assembled
aft for funergd services conducted for DYESS, J.Z., 8lc, 630 44 58, USHR.
0945 Began receiving ammunition from BAYFIELD VICTCRY., Took aboard
14,000 rounds L0MH HEIT and 7200 rounds 20idl HET from LCY alongside.

9 MARCH: BAYFISLD VICTORY clesred side at 0637. Both plaznes holsted
out for reoutine flights,

10 MARCH: Holsted out one plane for training flight during morning.

1l MARCH: BUCYRUS VICTORY alongside at 1343 to deliver ammnition.

Operation completed at 1658, 2000 Unidentified aireraft reported at 258°-

(T}, distence 37 miles, dropping window, At 2012 an explosiweir. . on the
stern of the RANDCLPE was observed; fires followed, 2013 Manned Air
Attack stations. 2015 A sscond explosion observed off bow. RANDOLPH
reported fire under confrol at 2025. 2102 Secured from Air Attack.

12 MARCH: Exercised at General WGuarters for drilld purposes from 1015
te 1115. At 1320 Condition “Red" was set by C.T.F. 58, as an unidenti-
fied plane was reported 13 miles away. A4ll hands manned Air Attack
stations. &t 1368 the plane was identified as friendly; secured from
Air Attasck. At 2010 lights which appeared to be flares were observed
Southeast of the Atell. At 2135 two flares were observed apparenily
seven or eight thousand yards North of our berth., Condition “Blue"

vas set by SOPA. This ship set Condition IA, all hands manning Air
Aptack stations at 2147, SOPA relayed the information that the plane
dropping flares was friendly; secured from &ir Attack at 2230,

13 MARGH: 4% 0810 SCPA transmitted "Flash Red". Manned Air Attack
stations. 4t 0835 secured from Alr Attack upon receipt of information
that unidentified plane was friendly, Hoisted out one plane for routine
flight.

14 MARCH 1945

.2__0.99_.?9.6.@;1:29.&
109-39.7" N
133°—A? 3' E

Underway'from.Ullthz Atoll at lllO as a unlt of Task Force 59,
-which is organized as follows:

s_'
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BB5G/A12=1/AL6-3 U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS
CONKDRENTIAL AR DIAFY
-~ Task Force 59 - Vice Adwiral W.A. LEE, USN
- {ComBatRon 2), in SCUTH DAKOTA.
Task Group 59.1 - Battle Iine - Bear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH, USN
- {ComBatDiv 8), in MASSACHUSETTS,
BatDiv 7 - Rear Admiral Badger, USH,
in WEW JERSEY.
NEW JERSRY (F)
WISGONSIN
MTSSCURI (HFFF) )
Batbiv 6 e ~ Rear Admiral COOLEY, USH,

in WASHINGTOM.

WASHINGTON (F)

HORTH CAROLINA

SCUTH DAKOTA (FF) .
BaiDiv 8 ioRedr Admira) SHAFROTH, USH.
T MASSACHUSETTS (F) :

TNDIANA

DesDiv 105, DesDiv 106

Task Group 59 guLight Force Group 2-Hear Admiral WHITING, USK,

in VINCEMEES,

Crubiv 14 - Bear Adnural WHI TTNG, USN
VINCENNES (F)
MIAMT
.. YICESBUERG

DesDiv 49, DesDiv 50
Tagk Group 59.3-Llight Force Group 3~ Rear Admiral JONES, USH,
. in PASADEMA.
CruDiv 17 : ~ Hear Admiral JONES, USH.
PASADENA (F}
SPRINGFIELD
ASTORIA
- WILEES-BARRE
. DesDiv 95, DPesDiv 96
"~ Task Group 59, h=Eight Force Oreup 4- Fear Admlra:l Lk, USH,

in GUAM,
Cmﬁ:w 16 ~ Hear Admiral LOW,USIJ
TQUAM(F)
ALASKA ‘
Crubiy 10 ' ~ Rear Admiral WILTSE, USN,
: in BATTIMORE.
BALTIHORE (F)
PLTTSBURGH
DesDiv 108

. Sortied in accordance with ComBatlon 2 Sortie FPlan Bo. 4~45. This
 ship operating with Firing Unit Bight, consisting of BatDiv 8, BatDiv 6,
DesDiv 6, DesDiv 105, and DesDiv 106, (See GomBatlion 2 Tralnmg order

\lo.. 9"1&53
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Operated independently as Firing Unit Bight during night.

15 MARCH 1945

0R00 Position 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
13 0“23 * 5 ! N ]J‘.U"'lo L] 0 ' N 160-'39 - 2' N
1380-57.0F B 1330-51,46" & 1380-.25.9! E

At 0630 Cruliv 16 and DesDiv 96 left the formation tomdceed as _
directed by 0.T.C, BRendezvoused with Firing Unit Sewen at dawn. Formed
Task Group 59.97. Formed cruising Disposition 4 "Sugar® 8"Chariie",
course and axis 0009(T) at 073L. Formed Visposition 4 "Wictor" 9. #Dog"
at 0900, Engaged in emergency meneuvers during simulated attacks by
planes of Task Force 58. At 1107 formed cruising Dispositicn 4 "Roger®,
At 1300 formed Digposition 4 "Victor? 10 "Degh. Conducted gunnery and
radar tracking exercises during afterncen. <+ormed Disposition 4 "HanV
at 1525, Rendegvous:was effected with Task Force 58 but inasmch as it
was impossible to take stztion in Yask Group 58.1 before 1830, BatDiv 8
operated independently about 10 miles astern of Task Croup 58.1 during
the night.

16 MARCH 1945

0800 Fosition 1200 Position 2000 Position
200-z2. 4" ¥ 210044 N 232-—01.9’ N
139¢-36.,9' B 1370-54.2" B 137°-05.2' B

At dawn rendezvoused with fueling group and with Task Force 58.1.
Organdzation of Task Uroup 58.1 follows:

Tack Force 58 | _ - YVice Admiral l.A. MITSCHER, USH
. (ComPFirstCarTaskPorPac),
in BUWKER HILL,

Task Group 58.1 "« Hear Admiral J.J. CLAERK, USH
. (ComCarDiv 5), in HORNET,
Task Unit 58.1.1 - Sarrier ~ Rear Admiral CLARK, USN,
HORNET (FF)
WASP (F) ~ Rear Admiral T.L. SPRAGUE, USY
, _ : ' (ComCarDiv 3).
BENNIHGTON
. _ BELLEAU %WOUD
Task Group 58.1.2 - Support - Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFREQTH, USN
{ComBatDiv 8)s MASSACHUSETTS.
BatDiv & ' =~ Rear Admirzl SHAFRCTH, USH.
MASSACHUSETTS (F) :
THDIANA :
Crudiv.. ' - - Rear Admiral F.B.M. WHITING, USN,

o in VINCENNES.
 YINCEMNES (F)

WLAMT _ - ~
VICKSSURG _ | :7

- i:-,-"36 -
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SAN JUAN |

Less HOUSTON
" DesBon 61, DesBon 25

Alongside WARIAS to fuel at 0706, CLompleted fueling at 0843.
Conducted gunnery exercises upon completion of fueling. HARRISON along-
side at 1002 with mail, _ : ) : -

Formed cruising BDisposition 5 "Hoger" at 1225, R

17 WARCH 1945

ORO0O Foaition 1200 -Pogition 2000 Positioh
25°.26,7 N ' 260-21.8" I - 28°-15,0' N
1259.02.5' E 1340-32,5' & 1340-11.20 B

Steaming toward the lsland of KYUSHU in accordance with ComFirst
Carrier Task Force Op. Order No, 2-45 and additional orders transmitted
by dispatch,

General Guarters for dama alert at 0505; secured at 0605.

Topped off destroyers during worning, this ship fueling DASHIELL,
COLLETT, and MOORE,

Rotated formation axis to 050°(T) at 0941. At 0957 Changed course
to 330%(T); speed 18 kaoks, Course Changed to 0000(T) 1439.

Carriers launched routine patrols during day, recovering all air-
eraft at dark, : :

&t 215/ an unidentified aircraft was reported to be 28 miles from
the formation. Mamned Air Attack stations at 2157. As the plane dig
not close the formation, secured from Air Attack at 2225, At 2254,
however, the Task Group Commander ordered the formation of Disposition
5 Wictor Nan® and directed the Task Group to set condition I. #£11L
hands manned Air Attack stations at 2255. At 2347 observed firing by
ships astern in Task Group 58.3.

18 HARCH 1845

0800 Position - 1200 Position 2000 Posjtioﬁ
30°-30,0' H 310-23,5' 310.20,8t N
133°%-02,0t E 1339-08.8' E 133%.19,1' B

Steaming toward strike position off KIUSHU at approximately at
30N, 133E, Secured from Air Attack at 0006, inemy planes continued
to “snoop" the Task Force however, and at 0310 the Task Group Commander
ordereé the Group to set Condition I, A1l hands manned Airlﬁttack _
stations. As enemy planes did not close the formation, secured at 0354.
Disposition 5 "Roger! formed at 0357. AL 0410 rotated formation
axis to 030°(T). Ab OL4L rotated formation axis to 0109(T),
Fnemy planes closed the Group at 0456 and dropped a well placed
pattern of flares approximately 4500 yards from the formabtion. Air
Attack sounded at 0502 and ab 0505 began firing the secondary battery .
4o port. Shortly the machine gun babtery opened fire, 4&n enemy plane. -
. {
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flew over the ship at an extremely low altitude at 05137 At 0520
INDIARA shot down an enemy plane apparently malking & torpedo run en
the BENNINGTON at 270°(T).

Single planes continued to attack ships in the formation. A second
plane was taken under fire by many ships of the groups, burst into flames,
and croshed inte the water at 256°(T) approximately 5000 yards from this
shipe..

Formed Disposition 5 "Victor Dogh at 0542.

At 0604 a "Nell® crossed our stern heading toward the WASP The
plane was taken under fire by our machine gun balliery and a fire wes
observed in the starboard engine. The plane contirmed to close the WASP
which took it under heavy fire as it approached., The fire spread to the
whole forward part of the plane, which executed a "wing over" and crash—
ed into the water apparently within 50 yards of the WABP, At the time the
"Hell" did a "™wing over® near the WASP two objects, apparently bombs, were
observed to fall from the plane into the water on the far side of WASP,
It is thought that hits were obtained on this plane by our machine gun
battery.

Daring these attacks the Task Group Commander maneuvered the Group
by emergency signals.

As no more enemy planes appeared, secured from &ir Attack at 0652.
A doubled watch was maintained in the anti-aircraft.

At 0725 an enemy plane dove out of the clouds just ahead of this
ship, apparently trying to bomb or diwve into HORMNET. Our machine gun
batteries opened fire immediately, hlttlng the plane, which crashed
into the water near the HORWET.

. Carriers launched planes for strikes against Japanese air fields
and installations at dawn. ~ Strikes contimued throuchout the day.

At 1132 launched two planes for a rescue m1531on off the Souwthern
tip of KYUSHU,

An enemy plane diving on one of our corriers was taken under fire
by our machine gun battery, &t 1311l. .%he plane crashed in flames closs
to the starboard side of the HORNET. It is believed this plane was de-
stroyed by cur machine guin batiery. '

Air Attack sounded at 1334. Ho enemy nlane approached close enough
to fire upon. Secured at 1544,

At 1525 our planes returned having successfully completed the.

rescue mission. Lieut. R.J. NELSCN, attached to the FRANKLIN, was rescued.

At 1730 Air Attack for dusk alert., Secured at 2003,

Air Attack sounded at 2226 after unidentified planes reported
approaching the group. Opened fire at 2227 with secondary bvattery.
One of the enémy planes was observed to burst inte flames and crash

" inte the water off our port gquarter, range about 8000 yards. Secured

from Air Attack abt 2305.
15 MARCH 1948

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
320-24.2" N . ' 329-26,2" N 21 9~52,37 N
1340-11.8' E 13590461 B 1350-23,8' B
., .
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‘. Steaming off coast of Bouthern SHINKOKU preparatory to launching
addltlonal strikes against Japanese Airfields, shore 1nstallatlons and
shipping in the “outhern KYUSHU and SHIKCKU areas.

At 0003 several flares were cbserved on the port bezam at approximately

10,000 yards distance. The Task Group slowed from 22 knots to 15 knots
using emergency procedures TIiring was cbserved on the horizon at 0039.
The Task Group changed course and speed frequently as directed by the .
Task Group Commander. "Snoopers® remained in the vicinity of the Task
Force and at 0321 as enemy plancs began closing the Task Group the Task
Group Conmander ordered the Group to set Condition I. All hands manned
Air Attack stations. Various emergency course and speed signals were
executed as the Task Group meneuvered to avoid the attack. At 0418 the
ship began firing its secondary battery to port, and at 0422 the star-
board battery opened fire. Additional flares were dropped by enemy planes
but they werpe dropped too far from the Task Group to be effective. Shorte
ly the enemy planes began opening range. No dama e was reported.

At Q445 land was picked up by radar, at 312 T), distance 56 miles.
At 0450 the formation axis was rotated to 030°(T). The axis was rotated
again at 0540 , to 060°{T). At 0628, shortly after sunrise, formed Dis~
position 5 "Vicior Bogt, '

As no further attacks develvped, secured from Air Attack at 0635. A
double watch was maintained in the anti-aircraft battery, however.

Carriers began launching fighter sweeps and air strikes at dawm.

At 0708 an enemy vlane dove cut of the clouds and dropped & bonb,
which hip the WASP, A small five was apparently started but was qulckly
brought under control. The enemy plane was shol down by fighters before

‘it could escape, This ship took the enemy plane under fire bul was not

able to destroy it. At 0807 an unidentified plane was reported near
formation and at 0833 a plane was sighted diving on the WASP, This ship
took the plane under fire apparently scoring hits., Our fighters also

fired on the enemy plane which burst into flames and plunged into the sea.

At 0932 this ship passed & mine cloge aboard to port. Other in the
formation were advised of its location.

The Tesk Group mensuvered to conform to the carriers' flight oper—
ations. Anti-dircraft batteries remained alerted as enemy planes were
thought to be close to the Task Group on many cccassions during the day.

At 1220 firing was observed asstern as the Combat iy Patrol shot
dovm a "Zekel, At 1328 opened fire with machine gun batterles at enemy
plane which escaped into the clouds.

By 1557 the situation had guited down somewhat and eruising Dis-
position 5 "Hoger' was formed.

Air Attack for dusk alert at 1750. Secured at 1920 as ne enemy
planes appeared,

The Task Group is slowly retiring Scuthward during the night.
FRANKLIN has been badlg’damagad end 3s being towed by PITTSEURGH at a
speed of 6 knots. For this reason it is not possible Lo meke s hlgh

speed retirement, ALL Task Groups are remaining in the general area

cof FRANKLIN as she withdraws.
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| 90 MARCH 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position i
30°-51.3' N 30%-20, 4! N 29°.2,,0' I
135°—25 6! B B 5°%43.81 E 134°-57.6' &

General Quarters for dawn alert at 0507; secured at 0607, Formation
axis rotated to 080°(T) at 0641, _ ,
Carriers fueled destroyers durlng morming. Other units Zig Zagged : |
1ndenepdentxy en station. .
Routine patrols were launched. by earriers. Speed of the Task Group
has been increased as FRANKLIN is now under her own power.
At 1645 Dispesition 5 "Victor Dog" formed., Air Attack stations
marmed at 1708 as enemy planes were reported to be in the vicinity., Weo
attack developed at this time; formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger" at
1820. At 1827 secured from Alr Attack, maintaining a doubled watch in
the anti-aireraft battery.
Enemy planes were reported approaching at 2108. All hands manned
Air Attack stations at 2115, Picket destroyers were observed firing at
2133, Formed Disposition 5 "Victor Nan" at 2140. Maneuvered as directed
by 0.T.C, At 2300 cemmenced firing with anti-aireraft batiery to port.
Flares observed at 2337, range 15,000 yards. No ship reported sustaining
any damage in this attaclk, '

23 HARCH 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
2? "“2.1.1! N 260"'03-9' N - 24.0"’33o2' N
134°-30.7" B 134°-28.2" E 1349-39,5" B

Continuing retirement from KYUSHU, All hands are at Air Attack
stations. AL OO46 secured from Air Attack as no further enemy attacks
appeared to be develpping. Cruising Disposition 5 "Roger! formed at 0055,

At 0335 the glow of a fire beyond the horizon was observed. The
Task Group Commander reported the fire was an enemy bwin engine bomber
whlch one of our night fighters had shot down. Contimued to retire on
190°(T) at 22 knots. _

TAUSSIG alongside to deliver official mail at 0630. ROGERS along—
gide at 0808 for same purpose. -

' During the morning the Task Group Commander warned that enemy'search_

~ and atlack planes were expected to be in our vicinity. A doubled watch
was maintained in the amti-dircraft battery. At 1008 unidentified air=
craft were detected approaching the formation, range 55'miles. Formed
Dispogition 5 "Victor Dog" at 1025. Air Attack stations manned at 1037.
The enemy planes never closed the formation, so at 1140 secured from Air
Attack and formed Disposition 5 "Roger™.

Again st 1400 Dispogition § "Victor Dog" was formed. The Task Group -
Gonmander directed that the grovp set Condition I, All hands manned Air
Attack stations. A& large group of enemy planes, consisting of approximately

. I
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25 twin engine bombers with a fighter cover was intercepted by our fighters
as it approached the formation. In a brief but decisive action our planes i
knocked down 26 "Bettys" plus 2 probables and 11 enemy fighters plus 3 >
probables. HNo enemy plane got within 6 miles of the formation. A4t 1554
formed Disposition 5 %Hoger'. Secured from 4ir &ttack,

At 2010 as the ship execubed a turn signal a large wave broke over
the stern knocking the KINGFISHER on our port catapult onto the deck
and dameging the plane beyond our capacity to repair same., |

Commander Task Force 58 effecied a reorganization of the Force in -
view of the several ships damaged in repeated edmeuy air attacks. The
cripples were transferred to Task CGroup 58.2 which is proceeding to
ULITHT; leaving three task zgroups in the area. Task Group 58.). lost
the WﬂSP to Task Group 58,2 bub wes increased by SAN JACI&TO Cruliv 10
{ BALPIMORE, PIT%SBUHGH) and DesDiv 106. This change is effectlve at
1000 today but the ships involved will not make the change until directed,
Rear Admiral T.L. SPRAGUR (ComCarDiv 3} shifted flag from WASP to
BEMNINGTON.,

22 WARCH 1945

Q800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
22°.40.8' N 220-39.8" N 220u)6,3 §
131°%-41.8' B 1320-19.7" E : 132°-33.8' . B

Rendezvoused with tankers at daybreak; formed Special Bisposition

5 "FoxM at 0630, Stresred paravanes duriog morning for drill purposes

and to check gezr, BRUSH alongside to receive perscnnel at 0913,
Alongside SAUCGATUSK at 1029 to fuel; complebed fuellng at 1410 after
receiving 656,631 gallons fuel oil,
Hoisted aboard plsne #9676 transferred from DETHRCIT,
At 1512 LOVERING alongside to return pilot and radioman to DETROTT.

. Formed cruising Dispeosition 5 URoger" at 1631, SAN JACINTD, Cruliv
10, BALTIMORE (F}, and FITISBURGH under command of Hear Admiral L.d.
WILTSE, UsN, and besDzv 106 joined the formation, takzng assigned statlons
in the disposition

‘MADDOX alongside at 17431 with official meil.

I
|
i
E
H

23 MARCH 1945

0800 Pos;t;gn L 1200 Pegition 2000 Fogition
2&0-39 67 N 25%.32 .2V § 250-47.2%
128°-10,2' B - 128%-40.7" E 128°-26,3' E

At dawm carriers began launching planes for strikes against
OKINAWA and surrourding islands. General Guarters for dawm alert
from 0527 to 0614. . :

Botated formation axis to 120°(T) at 0620. At 0657 rotated for-
mation axis to 090°(T), At 0711 rotated formation axis to 060°(T).
Axis rotated to 030°(T) at 0804, and at 0817 rotated formation axis

to 0109(T)., : L
| Jedo
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At 1233 an unidentified aircraft was detected bearing 020°(T), dis-
tance 28 miles, closing the formation slowly. &t 1310 the Task Group
Commander dlrectea the Group to set Condition I. 411 hands manned Ajr
Attack stations, The unidentified plane wes identified as friendly;
secured from Air Attack at 1327.

MADDOX alongside at 1443 to deliver offieial mall. At 1800 man-
suvered to avoid a mine which was passed close aboard to port.

#ir Atback fer dusk alert at 1840; secursed at 1957. ¥

24 MARGH 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
250-48,.5' 4 . 250.56,3" W 26°-08.0f -
127°-37.8' B 1270-42.9" E 128°-39.7! B

ELpproaching OKINAWA JIMA for bombardment of shore installations in
accordance with Annex I to ComBatkon 2 Opewation No. 10-45,

At 0455 ConBatliv 8 assumed tactical comuand of Battleship
Division Eight; units began maneuvering to form Task Group 5%.7, the
Bombardment CGroup, cmqpoqed as follows:

Task Group 59.7 - BomBardment Group.
askc Unit 59,7.1-Northern Group ~ Hear Admirsl BABGER, USH,
{ComBatDiv 7), in NEW JEHSEY,
B&tD;V 7

Wi JERSEY (F)
HWISCONSIN,
MISSCOURI
Deshiv 96 :
Task Unit 59.7.2~ Eastern Group - Rear Admiral COOLEY, USH,
(ComBatDiv 6), in WASHTNGTON
BatDiv 6
WASHIAGTON (F)
HORTH CahoLINa
. :SQUTH DAXOTA (FF}
DesDiv 105
Task Unit 59.7.3= Southern Group - Bear Admiral SHATROTH, USH
' (ComBatDiv ¥Bight), in
MASSACHUSETTS,

Batbiv. 8 .. o
B BASSACHUSETTS (F)
INDIANA
- De&biv 50
Formed Disposltlon L “Roger” at 0511y and at 0624 formed & "Victor"

10 *akert. :
- AL 0750 various Bombaxamept Groups proceeded to assigned sectors

- b2 -
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to begin bombardment. Admiral R.A. SPRUANCE, USH, (ComFifth¥leet) in
IRDIANAPCOLIS is present, and accompanied Southern Bombardment Group.

At 0800 launched planes for spotting., Streamed paravanes.

The Southern Bombardment Group is to cover the Minegwasp Group
working close inshere and will follow these units into the swept area,
in order te close range for nore accurate firs.

Cpened fire with main battery at 0943. &t 1243 this Shlp lsft the
firing line to recover its aircraft. During recovery, the maip float on
plane #5483 collapsed upon landing, causing the plane to nose over.
Both pilot and radioman were rescued by SIGSBEE. The plane was desbroy-
ed by gunfire, _

Launched remaining aireraft at 1328, for spotting. At 1337 rejoined
firing line and at 1343 resumed bombardment. Ceased firing at 1415.
Hecovered one aircraft; recovered paravanes.

Beformed Task Group 59.7 at 1504. Formed Disposition 4 *Vietort.
10 "Bog®. -

- SIGSBEE alongside to return pilet and radioman at 1504,
At 1735 Battleship Divisions were instructed to join Task Groups

of Task Force 58, BatDiv 8 and Batliv 7 joined Task Groups 58.1 at 1920

in formation 5 "Roger Sugar®.
Dusk alert from 1831 to 1937.

25 MARCH 1945

Qggg Position lgOO'Pos;tigg 2000 Position
26 0-19.07 N 260.20,8¢ N R6%~-27,7¢ N
129%-29.2' B 129°-31.8' & 126%-21,2¢ E

General Quarters for damn alert at 052L; secured at 0621, Baunched
dawn strikes against Jap targets on CKINAWA JIMA,

Fueled destroyers between flight operations; this ship fueled
HATLEY, and COLLETT.

At 1719 BatDiv 7 left the formation to rejoin Task Group 58.4.
Formed cruising Disposition 5 ®“Roger" at 1744. Air Attack for dusk
alert from 1839 to 1923. Retiring toward fueling area.

26 MARCH 1945

0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
230-03,5' N 3%-23.7* X 240-22,7" N
127°%-48.2¢ E - 128°%.31.0' E 1290.39,5' B

Rendeszvoused with tankers at sunrise. Formed Special Pisposition
5 MRox* at 0717. Alongside PLATTE to fuel at C757. SCHROEDER along=
side to deliver official mail at 1019. Completed fueling at 1033

 received 489,707 gallons.

- Upon completion of fueling conducted gunnery exercises astgrn of
the formation.

“"@;.
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DASHIELL alongside at 1404 to deliver official mail. WMANSFIELD ;
alongside at 1652 to deliver engineering gear. '
Formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger®,
At 2323 all hands stood to Air Attack stations. Enemy planes
were reported approaching the Task Force, Secured at 2400 as no plane
closed the Group.

W b

27 WARCH 1945

0800 Position J200 Fosition EOOOIPositiog
26Y-26.8" N 269-41,9t N _ 26°-50.,41 N
129°-54,81 E 129%-41.4'8 129°-30.6! E

Cnllslng of £ OKIR&WA JIMA furnishing air support to pr61nva51on
operations by launching strikes against AMAWT O SHIMA.

 General Quarters for dawn alert at 0520; at 0605 formed Disposit-—
ion 5 "Victor Dog"., FEnemy planes were reported te¢ be approaching:the
formation. At 0641 began firing secondary battery to starboard. At 0702
HURRAY shot down. @ torpede plane after it had dropped a torpedo which
MURBAY reported wmmt completely through the forward part of the ship
without detonating. Secured from Air Attack ab 0742. Maintained a

. doubled watch in the anti-aircraft batisry.

At 0854 forued Disposition 5 M"Roger'.

Carriers launched strikes shertly after sunrise. Reports received
later indicated opposition at AMAMI © SHIMA was negligible,

In afterncon fueled COLLETT, TAUSSIC, and MANSFIELD.

28 MARCH 1945

0800 Position 1200 Pésition 2000 Position

26°—l? 4 B R70-09.7% N _ Bo-49.8! N
129 -21 5' E : 129°-45,0' E 131°-34.5' E

Task Group 58.1 operation independently Eask of OKTNAWA while Task
Groups 58.3 and 58.4 fuel to the Southeast,

At 0521 rotated formation axis to 150°(T). At 0531 rotated for-
mation axis to 180°(T).

Fueled destroyers during morning, This ship fueled DE HAVEN,

At approximately 1100 a message wes received from the Task Group
Comnander indicating the Group was heading North to inbtercept the
Japanese Fleet, Amplifying reports indicated that we expected to
strike the enemy fleet as it sortied from BUNGO SUIDO and plans were
made to detach the support umits of Task Group 58,1 and allow them to
proceed Northwapd to destroy any cripples remeining afloat after our
air strikes had been completed.

At 1430 a search and attack group was launched. At 1500 a .group of
- 40 fighters was launched to sweep aitrfields on Southern KIUSHU before
- proceeding to attack the Japanese Fleet.

< : v
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' Unfortunately the enemy fleet units were never located, and our i
planes were forced to release their bombs on targets of opportunity e
along the Southezst eoast., OCarriers recovered aircraft shortly after %4 '
dark,

Avithailty 2

,)?l.

Fask Croup 58.1 is remeining in the area Southeast of KYUSHU and
will be joined by Task Groups 58,3 and 58 .4 during the night. 4ALL groups
will strike KYUSHU tomorrow.

20 MARCH 1945

0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Position
299-20,0" ¥ 28%-L1,9¢ N 27%.10.81 N
131°-29,1t E 132°%-05,2' & 123°.18.3' &

COperating off Southern XYUSHU, During the night Task Groups 58.3 o

and 58,4 joined this Group.
" General Quarters for dawn alert at 0508; secured at 0609.

Carriers launched strikes against KYUSHU Airfields and Installations
at dawn. At noon began retiring South,

Rotated formation axis to 140%(T) at 1106,

BIUE alongside & 1437 to transfer offieial mail.

Task Group 58.1 retiring to fueling avea,

30 MARCH 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 _Position
25°-08.9' N 250-38.6' N ©269-35,0' N
133°-05.2' B 133 -27.3" E 132°.51,6' E

Rendezvoused with fueling group at dawn. At 0555 formed Special
Disposition 5 "Fox". Alongside SABINE to fuel at 0655. CROWLEY along-
side at 0850 to itransfer perscomel.: Gompleted fueling at 0913, after i
receiving 9,782 barvels fuel oil., TAUSSIG alongside at 1153 to deliver
mail. MﬂNSFIELD alongside to deliver radlo gear at 155Q.
Formed 5 "Roger" at 1530; axis 150°(T), course 315 (T), speed 15 :
knots., MADDOX alongside at 1609 for transfer of personnel. :
Began returning to area East of OKINAWA JIMA. '

31 MARCH 1945

0p00_Position. 1200 Position 2000 Position

260 12,9 N C26°-14.31 N . T26%330,1° N
129°-32.1' E 1%°%-09.4' E 130%-12,9' E

Crutsing Southeast of OKINAWA JIMA conducting air strikes and
_ furnishing support to pre~invasion operations of Task Force 52 and
other Fifth Fleet Units. .

- 45 -~
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Ceneral Quaz‘t.ers for dawn alert at 0513; secured at 0613.

Launched strikes al dawn against installations at AMAMI O SHIMA,

At 0620 rotated formation axis to 120°(71).
Fueled destroyers between flight operations.

- JOHH RODGERS, MC KEE, DASHIELL, and TAUSSIG.

At 1747 rotated formation axis to 090°(T).

Comreanding.

This ship fueled

Navigator.
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| 1 APRIL 1945
0800 Pogition _ 1200 Posgition 2000 P951thn
268.33,01 N 26°9-17,8' N 26°-31.5" 8
129%-04.0' E 129°-08.1 E . 129°-54.,0!, E

. Operatlng in waters Bast of OKINAWA JIMA as a unit of Task Group
58.1 which is furnishing direct air suppert te landings being made bo-
day on OKINAWA JIMA by Central Facific forces. .

Task Group 58.1 is presently organized as follows?

Task Force 58 o ' - Vige Admiral M.&. MITSCHER
USH (ComFirstCarTaskFerPac 5
- in BUNKER HTIILL.
Ta sl Groug 8.1 - Rear Admiral J.J. CIARK, UsN
(CemCarDiv 5), in HORE\ET.
Task Unit 68.1,1 — Carriers — Rear Admiral J J. CLABK, USH.
HORNET (FF) .
BENNINGTON (F) ~ Rear Admiral T.L. SPRAGUE, USN
- {ComCarDiv 3.
BELLEAU 00D
SAN JACTINTO

1

Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH, USH

Task Unit $8,1,2 -~ Support
(ComBatDiv 8), in KASSACHUSETIS,

BatDiv 8 - Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH, USH,
MASSACHUSETTS (F) : -
INDIAVA
Crubiv 10 - Rear Admiral L.d. WILTSE, USH,
: in BALTTHORE,
’ BALTIMORE {F}
PLUTTGBURGH .
Crubiv : - Hear Admirel F.E.M. WHITING, USH,
in VINCENHES
VINCENWES (F)
HTAME
VICKSBURG
SAW JUAN
Task Unit 58.1,3 ~ Screen
: DesRen 61
DesRon 25

Steaming in Dlsp@sl‘bl@ll 5 “Boger" axds 050 °(T13, course 330°(T),.
‘speed 18 knots. - :

121157
» .
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Dawn alert from 0516 to 0616, Carriers launched aircraft for
strikes on OKINAWA JIMA at dawn., All ships of Task Group maneuvered
as directed by 0,T.C. to couform to movements of carriers during
fiight operations. :

Fueled SIGBBEE, STOCKHAM, JOHN RODGERS, DASHIELL, and BRUSH.

2 APRIL 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000_Position
260-17.10 N 260-18,1' N 260.03.6' .
129°-19.6' E 1299-39,81 E 129%-22.1' &

Operating Bast of OKTNAWA JI¥A, supporting landing operatiéns in
company with Task Group 58.4 while Tasgk Group 58.3 fuels,
Ab 0414 the Task Group Commander ordered emergency speed of 23

‘knots, An enemy plane approached the formatien and passed over the

Group. This ship opened fire with the 5" battery. At 0442 night fight-

- ers splashed a “Betty” on the edge of the formation,

Air atbeck for dawm alért at 0512; secured at 0612,
 Throughout the day carriers leunched strikes in direct support

of our ground forces.
SHENSCON alongside at 1258 to transfer official mail. BRUSH

alongside at 1321 to transfer personnel.

3 APRIL 1945
0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Positien
2).]‘0“‘220£]-" H 2}-[-0"'}-2.6l W 2!]—0_391 2’ N
126%-9.5' E 126°-49.3t B 127°-27.61 B

Operating Sougheast of SAKTSHIMA GUNTO. Dawn alert frem 0521 to
062L, At dawn carriers launched strikes against Japanese aircraft and
facilities on SAKISHIMA GUNTC. ALl ships were maneuvered by C.T.0. to
conform to movements of carriers during flight eperations.

At 121 rotated formation axis te 110°%T); rotated formation axis
to 0909(T) ab 1223,

The Task Group Commender directed the Greup bte set condition I at
1228, A1l hands manned air attack stations at 1230, . Ho enemy aircraft
closed the formation, Secured frem Air Attack at 1311, :

At 1727 doubled. the watch in the anti-aireraefi battery. At 1733
manned air attack stations. Firing observed en starboard quarter at
1915, No enemy plane came within gunfire renge of the Task Group;
secured from air attack at 2005, :

The Task Group is retiring toward OKINAWA JIMA, which is to-
morrow's target. _

L APRIL 1945
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OSQg Pésition 1200 Position 2000 Pogitien

22 o59.01 1 ' 239.19,81 N 240-.25 3t N .
128%-46,3 E _ 1280-50,31 B 126°%-3L,1% B S

Rendezvoused with tankers st dawn, At 0618 formed Special Disg-
position 5 "FoxV, Alongside LAMATEE at 0641 to fuel. _Completed
fueling et 09423 receiwved 12,277 barrels fuel oil.

After fueling locked number two and foor shafts te repair
leak in coandenser. Conduected gunnery exercises in company with ships
not fueling., .

Completed fueling exercises &t 1752. Formed % sposition 5 Y"Roger™.

Steamed toward OKINAWA JIHA, - . .

5 APRIL 1945
0800 Position - 1200 Position 2000 Position
26°~16 it N 26”n37,2' o ; 260-50 3 N
. 129 —36 gy I 1290-52,1¢ E 129°~52,2t E

Steaming off OKINAWA JIKA preparatory to launching air strikes
in support of ground operations. General quarters for dawn alert from
0509 te 0609, '

Fueled destroyers petween flight operations. This ship fueled
COLLETT, MANSEIELD, MADDOX, WEDDERZURN, and TWINING, 4% 1234 SWENSON
alongside with official mail, BIUE alongside al 1727 for transfer of
engineering gear,

Rotated formation axis to 020°(T) at 1746.

Carriers launched reutine patrols and strikes against OKINAWA

JIMA during day.

6 APRIL 1945
0800_Position 1200 Position . 2000 Pesgition
26°0-1,6,6t N 2601347 W i 27917 .11 N
1% °%-42,0t E 129947t B 130°-2.6! E

Operating off OKLWAWA JIMA, furnlshlng air support to r"Immd
operations., .

At 0508 szounded Alr Attack for dawm alert; secured at 0608 .

Carriers launched planes at dawn for Combat Air Patrel, fighter

- sweeps, and air strikes.

Funeled SWENSON ab 1008,

Disppsition 5 "Victor Dog® formed at 1047. AL 1052 the Task Group
Comander ordered the setting of Condition I. 411 hands manned Air
Attack stations. The Combat Air Patrol shot dewn twe "Zekes" approximately
30 miles from the formation. Ko eneny planes closed the Group; secured

- Prom Adr Abtack at 1133.

- 4G -
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At 1220 VINCENNES reported siphting a "Betty™ visually and opened

fire, HRange was reported to be approximately 12,000 yards.
opened renge, however, and apparently escaped.
Attack stations alt 1232,

The plane

A1l hands manned Air
At 1255 picket destroyers were observed firing

at QBOQ(T), range approximately 20,000 yards.

The Task Group Commander maneuvered all ships by emergency signals.

At approximately 1300 an enemy plane madé an unsuccessful attempt
to dive into BENHINGION, crashing inlo the water astern of thle ship. At
1320 a "ieke" was observed in a shallow dive about 2000 feet above the
HORNET. ~This ship together with several others opened fire on the plane

with machine guns,

Hits were scored by our guns.

The pilot of the

WYeke! apparently lost his enthusiasm for the dive at this peint for
he pulled up sharply and appeared to be trylng to gain altitude. Fire
from the ships centinued and the plane shortly burst into flames., It
fell in a slew spin and as it fell the entire emplanage broke off,
causing the plane te piunge straight into the sea,
At the same time this MZeke” was.under fire to port, another enemy
plane, alsosthought te be a "Zeke" was diving toward VINCENNES on our
starboard hand, This plane was fired upon and hit by our starboard

maching gun battery,
reachilly the cruiser.

At 1332 an enemy plane thought to be a "Wal¥, dove out of a cloud

toward SAN JACINTC.
knoeking & wheel off and sgetting it afire.

forward of SAN JACINTO's bow.
No further attacks developed; secured from Air Attack at 1448.

Air Atback for dusk alert at 1753; se
5 "Hoger" formed at 1937.

0800 Pesition
CT27608,5V N

129°-30,9' E

7 AFRIL 1545

1200 Position

270'-1-2.8" N
130°-09,9t E

Our 20mm and 40mm machine gun battery hit the plane,

It ecrashed inte the sea just

cured at 1934, Dispositien

: 2000 Position
e 26°=51.6' N

1319-07,2' B

Furnishing air sapport to OKINAYWA JIMA operation.

Information received by dispatth indicated that units of the Jap-
anese Fleet had sortied from BUNGO 8UIDO, - An early search lecated the
YAMATO, two light cruisers and eight destroyers at 0800 off South--
western KYUSHYU, at approximately 31-20 Nj 129-20 E, ]

At 1000 heavy strikes was launched by all Task Groups against this
Word was received at about
1600 that YAWATO had been sunk, and in addition two light cruisers and
three destroyers were sunk, Two destroyers were left burning; three

force, & total of 330 planes participated.

escaped serious damage, _
Da¥n alert from 0506 to 0606.

- 50 -

Fueled TAUSSIG and MANSFIELD during morming.
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At 1209 all hands manned Air Attack stations., Task Group Come
mander reported enemy planes overhead, Uisposition 5 "Victor Dogh
formed at 1220, The Uombat Air Patrol shot down several enemy planes
in the vicinity of the Task Group, but no enemy plane came within
range oX our guns at this time. Secured from Air Attack at 1310, but
maintained a doubled watch in the anti-aircraft battery.

Fommaztion axis rotated to 120°(T). L

At 1439 manned Air Attack stations. An enemy plene was shot %
down ahead of the formation by the fombal Air Patrol., Securell at 1522, :

At 1541 an eneny plane dove out of the clouds and was imedlately daken
under fire by this and other ships. The plane burst into Flames and
crashed into the water before it could attack eny of our ships,

A&t 1543 ancether enemy plane was shot down by ships' gunfire on
the other side of the formation. '

Cruising Disposition 5 YRoger formed at 1746. Air Atbtack for
dusk alert at 1759. '

At 1903 Cruliv 10 and Desfon 106 left the formation te join Task
Group 58.2. Secured from Air Attack 1932.

& APRIL 1945
0800 Position : 1@ Position 2000 Position
235,97 N 2lp =52.8" N - 25°=09.4'
133%-23.6 & 133%-58,81 B 132°-37.1% E

Commenced fueling cperations at dewn. Formed Special Disposition
5 "rox", Alengside WEANGLE to receive ammnition at 0630, OCompleted
operation at 0859, Received following ammunition: 14 prejectiles 16Y/4L5
cal, H.C.; 14 charges 16M/45 cal, reduced; 400 projectiles 5%/38 cal. AAC;
40 projectiles 5%/38 cal., V.T., 1098T; 153 smokeless powder charges, 5%/38
cal.; 247 charges 5%/38 cal, flashless; 70 cans 4Omm HET,

At 0922 alongside KASKEASKIA to fuel, Cempleted fueling at 1152
after receiving 464,795 gallons fuel oil.

- TAUSSIG alongside at 1245 to deliver official mail and personnel.

At 1303 rotabed axis to 230°(T). HARRISON alengside at 1310 to deliver
personnel. TAUSSLG alongside with offiecial mail at 1425. .

Formed cruising Dispesition 5 "Eoger® at 1823. ixis 090%(1),
course 280°(T), speed 17 knots,

9 APRIL 1945

0800 Positien 1200 Position : 2000 Pogition
250,77V N 25 -5 N p52-18,01 N

130°-00.6' E 1250-39,0t B 123"-50.9'. E

Returned to operating area Bast of CKINAWA JIMA. &b 0142 joined
Task Force 58 in formation 5 "William", Fleet axis 060%(T}, course
- 220°%(T), speed 18'knat$.

® _s1 - - :
| . : | f;f-:
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Dawn alert from 0505 to 0602.

At dawn launched strike and photograph mission teo cover AMAMI C'SHDMA.

Fueled destroyers during morning. This ship fueled WANSFIELD,
SWENGON, and COLLETT. TAUSSIG alongside to transfer persomnsl at 1036.
WDWNG alongside at 1240 for transfer of electric gear.

. All ships confeormed to movements of carriers during flight oper-

ations durlng day.

_ 10 APRIL 1945
0800 Pcsn.'t-:t.on 1205; Position. 2000 Pesition
26°. -az;o 5' 26 =06,9' N 250.19,61 N
129°.38.0! 126%.33.21 B 1309-28,9' E

At davm carriers lannched fighter sweep to cover AMAMI OYSHIMA.
General Quarters for dawn alert from 0505 te 0605. At 0522 rotated
formation axis to 180°%(7T),

Faeled destroyers, this ship fueling DE HAVEN, MADDOX, and
MANSFTERD.,

The Task Group launched ne large scale flight operations sending
only two fighter sweeps to AMAMT O'SHIMA. The Group is operabing off
OKINAWA, standing by in stragegic support of ground eperations there.

At 1628 chenged course to 140%(T)} and began retiring toverd

fueling ares.

11 APRIL 1945
0200 Posﬁ.tlon 1200 Positien | 2000 Position
233-29 7' N 23%-45.70 N 20127 K
132%11.3' E - 1319-34.31 E 1309-41,7" E

Rendezvoused with fueling greup at dawn, At 0615 formed fueling
Disposition 5 "Fox", course and axis 300°(7}. Alongside CHIKASKIA at

0645 to fuel. Cempletegd fueling at 0851; received 7,575 barrels fuel oil,

At 0920 Rear Admiral J,F, SHAFROTH, USIH, CopBatPiv 8, assumed
tactical command of Task Unit 58.1.2 for gumnery exercises which were
conducted daring the morning.

Alongside WRANGLE af

MOORE alﬁngs:Lde at 0925 4o dellver mail.
12722 te receive ammnition. MOORE zleongside at 1238 to transfer pere

somnel. Completed amminitiening at 1400, HOORE alongside at 1454 Yo
transfer official mail,

At 1749 formed Disposition 5 "Roger", course 3309( ), axis 000°%(T).

12 AFRIL 1G4L5
0800 Pesm:l.on . - 12060 Posiﬁien 2009 Position
26‘3«30 TN 260°25,31 W . 26 -19.37 N
129 O, 0! E 129°=34.0" B 129%-52,5' E
2
- 52 -
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Rejoined Task Force 58 off OKINAEA JIMA, At 0535 Air Atback for

davm alert; secured at 1005, At 0820 formed Disposition § "Victor Deg.!-

At dawn carriers launched Combat Air Patrol to cover OKINAWA JIWA
and the Task Group.

Formation axis rotated to 030°(T) at 1245. WASSACHUSETTS assumed
formation guide.at 1409. At 1510 the Task Group lommander reported
unidentified planes approaching the formation. All hands manned Air
Attack stetions., Picket destroyers were observed firing at 1523. A4n
enemy plane, belisved to have been shot down by one of eur Combat Air
Patrol crashed about 10,000 yards shead of the formation., The Task
Group Commander maneuvered the formation by emergency turn and speed
signals. & low {lying enemy plane was observed at 1524 heading toward
INDIANA. Ships of the formation took the plane under fire and it
crashed astern of INDIAWA, At 1533 a second enemy plane which vwes
circling above INDIANA wes shet dowvn by ships! gunfire astern of that
ship. This plane appeared to be a "Zeke!, As no more enemy planes
appeared, secured from Air Attack at 1615,

Rotated formetion axis to 060°(T) at 1647. :

Air Abtack for dusk alert at 1831. At 1942 formed Disposition
5 "Wictor Nan', Several enemy planes approached the Task Group ang
at.2036 flares were observed, bearing 3309(T) at about 15,000 yards,
Firing was observed in the direction of our Horthern pickets. Ab 2042
5 flares were observed at 335%(T), distance 18,000 yards. Additionsl
flares cobserved at 2059.

13 APRIL 1945

0800 Position 1200 Pesition 2000 Position
26 -45.0" N 260.51.87 N 260-53.7% 1.
129%-48.41 B ' 1299-50.9' E 129°-59.6' E

Contimiing oﬁerations of f OKTNAME JIMA; Task Group 58.1 is in
company with Task Group 58.3, General ‘marters for davm alert at

05003 secured. at 0600.
Fueled destroyers during morming. This ship fueled HARSFIELD,

| DASHIEIL, end SWERSCN,

Carriers launched routine patrols and furnished air support to

- OFTNAWA JTMA operstion.

At 1318 catapulted plane #5595, piloted by Li. GoA ROBINSON,
U8R, for rescue flight to accowpany VIECENIES plane in recovery of
downed pilot about 30 miles to Westward. Hecovered aiveralt at 1505,

. Mission was completed successfully.

The Task Force Commander indicated by radio that heavy air attacks
were expected during the afternoon. No enemy planes approached the
formation, however, and Air Attack wes not sounded until dusk alert, at
1847, Disposition 5 "Victor Dog®" was formed at this time. At 1950
scoured from Air Attack, and at 1955 formed Disposition 5 "Victor Nan',

Disposition 5 "Roger® formed at 2116,

B
- 53 -
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14 APRIL 1945 _
0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Fosition
26°~29,5' K. 260~20.3" N 27 -0ke5! N-
129%-55.3" E 1290~ils B! B 1300-15.2' E

Continuing operations off OXKINAWA JIMA. At 0459 General Quarters
for dawn alert; secured at 0550, R

Fueled MOORE and DEHAVEN during morning.

Enemy aircraft were reported closing the formation and at 1319
Disposition 5 "Vietor Dogh" was formed. Air Attack ab 1326. Several
-enemy planes breke through our fighters and attacked ships of the
formation. OUne "Zcke® was shot down in flames on the pert beam of
INDIANA; another was shot dowm astern of BENENINGTON., At 1455 secured
from Alr Avtack, maintaining a doubled wabch in the anti-aircraft battery,

Disposition 5 WVictor Nan' at 1913.

Air Attack for dusk alert st 1828. OSeveral enemy planes closed
the formation and at 1954 this ship epened fire. Intermittent enemy
atbacks continued. &A% 2031 one enemy plane was shot down after drop-
ping a number of flares and £iying through the Termation with red
running lights burning.

Secured from Air Attack at 2120, Formed Disposition 5 "Roger" at 2138.

15 APRIL 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
269-11.3 N 269-52,7" N 227°=17.1 W
129951, 7' & 130006, 44 B 1300-47,71 B

- Supporting OKINAWA JIMA operatiens. CGeneral Quarters for dawn
alert at 0502. Secured at 0602, ilouting air patrols launched by
" garriers st dawm, Iimited strikes launched in support of troops en
CKINAYA JIMA,
T MIAMT rejoined formation, having completed duty in connection
with SIGSBEE. - .

&t 1330 carriers of Task Group 58.1 launched 61 fighters for a
special sweep over airfields on Southern KYUSHU, approximately 250
riles to the North. _ , :

Formetion axis rotabed to 030°(T) at 1459 and te 000°%(T) at 1532,

Unidentified planes were reported closing the formation at 2250;
range is 49 miles. BENNINGTON launched night fighters to intercept.
&t 2225 formed Disposition 5 "Victor Han®, Alr Attack at 2303 as
enemy planes closed group. Destroyers of the Northern picket line
opened fire at 2307, TAUSSIG reported shooting down an efiemy plane,
which observed burning on the water,

16 AFRIL 1945
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0800 Pesition 1200 FPosition . 2000 Fosition
279-16,0t N 70,12, 28 N 27°-30,0" §
1309-11.2! E 130%-40.7" B 130%-59,51 ‘B

Secured from Air &ftack at 0020. A4 doubled wabch was maintained
in the anti-aricraft battery. At 0105 an enemy plane passed over the
formation and was taken under fire by this ship.

At 0416 enemy planes were reported to be approaching the for-
metion. Alr Attack stations manned. The Task Group Commander man-
euvered the Force by emergency signal. &t 0429 flares were observed on
the port bow some distance from the formation. Dispesition 5 "Victor
Dog" formed at 0517. OSecured from Alr Attack at 0551,

&t 0744 Alr Attack sounded as a large group of unidentified planes
was reporbed approaching the Task Group. These planes were intercepted
by our fighters and several "dog fights" were cbserved 12 to 15 miles
from the formation. The picket line to the Horth was attacked by enemy
planes, several of which were destroyed by the ship's gunfire. Secured
* frem Adr Attack at 1104. -

At 1201 an enemy plane dove on SAN JACINTO but was immediately fired
upen by this ship. The plane pulled out ef its dive withoui dropping
& bomb, and was shot dewn by ships on the far side of the formation as
it attempted to escape. ALl hands menned Air Attack stations at 1203,
A number of enemy planes were shot down by the lombat Alr Fatrol before
they could close the formation. At approximetely 1400 an enemy fighter,
a "Zeke", dove on this ship but wes destroyed by cur figlhters and fell
into the water abeut 6000 yards from the ship.

17 APRIL 1945

0800 _Fositien 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
FIRSE AN 25917, R 259-03.8' N
132%-11.9 B - 1320-07.4F & 131°-52,91 &

¥et tanker group at davm. 0512 ComTask Group 58,1 assumed tactical
command. 0546 Formed special fueling Disposition 5 "Fox", course and
sxis 000%(T). 0615 Alongside KASKASKIA to receive fuel. MC KEE along-
side to reseive pilot at 0707. TWINING alongside &b 0902 to deliver
mail, 1026 MADDOX alongside bto deliver mail and transfor personnel.” _
111, Completed fueling operation., Received 926,252 gallons fuel at 60°F,

At 1327 recevered plane #5959, pileted by Lt. A.B. CENEDBLLA, USHR,
and transferred to this ship as replacement., _

&t 115 rotated course and axis right to 180%(T). 1418 Alongside
WRANCLE te receive amminition. At 1503 UE HAVEN alongside to receive
engineering equipment. 1657 CCRBESIER alongside to deliver pick up mall.
& 1719 transferred flexible shafttorDASHIELL alongside. 1754 CORBESIER
alongside to deliver mail. GCleared the WRANGLE at 1755. Ammmmition o
received: 3232 rounds L0mn HET, lot #UB992; 58 rounds 16" H.C. projectiles;
532 yovnds 5"/38 V,T.; 400 cans of 5% flashless powder; 200 cans 5% smoke-
“less powder.  Formed cruising Dispositien 5 "Roger®, course and axis OQQOn
{1}, gonlarDiv 3 has tacticel commsnd. 2000 On course 295°(T) to rejoin

- 55 -
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Task Force 58 operating off OKINAWA JINA.
Cruliv 10 joined Task Group after fueling, taklng a551gnad stations ¢ ..
in dispesition, S

18 APRIL 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
25 w5 0 250-—54.8‘ N 250—52.1' i
129937,6 & 130°-11.8' E 1309-14, 7 &

- Rejoined Task Force 58 operating off OKINAMK JTf4, Stood to General

uarters at 0500 for dawm alerbt; secured at 0557.

Carriers launched routine air patrols for support of OKINAWA JIMA
operation,

0505 Rotated formation axis right te 090 (T)

Fueling destroyers during merning. This ship fueled the COLLETT,
SWENSON, MANSFIELD, Completed by 0843. -

Rotated formation axis right to 12097} at 0908. At 1620 rotated
formation axis right to 150°(T),

All ships conformed to movements of carriers duri ng flight operations
during day. :

19 AFRIL 1945

0800 Position - 1200 Position 2000 FPosition |
R59-53,3% N T269-00,1V N 259-29,9' N
128%33.6 E 1289-23.40 B 128%-22,8' E

Supportlng OKTHAWA JIiA operatlon. General, Quarters for dawn
alert at 0501L. &t 0540 roteted fleet axis left to 030°(T)., 0546
Hoteted formation axis right to lSOo(T) Secured from General Quarters
at 0602, : _
Fueled destroyers during morning, This ship fueled the STOCKHAK
and WEDDEFBURN, Completed the eperstion at 1033,

Cerriers of the formation launched routlne air patrels in support
of ground troops on ORINAWA JIMA.

4t 0853 rotated formation axis right to 210%(T). 1557 Hotated
formation axis right to 270°(T). At 1908 rotated formation axis right
$o 300 97}, OSteamed Fast during might.

20 APRIL 1945
0200 Position 1200 Position : 2000 Position
250408 N 250-51,9% . N CR69-28,4" N

1280.27,3' E . ~ 1289-39.8' B 128°9-57,9! B

Supporging OXINAWA JILA operation., At 0423 rotated formabien
axis to 330 E-n% at 0438 to OOOO(T) General narters for dawn alert

“at 05003 secured at 0601,

&
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Destroyer Division 22 cleared formation at 0509 proceeding to
radar® picket line,stations, Carriers lsunched routine air patrols,

At 0619 rotated formation axis right to 030°(T). TFueled des
troyers during morning. This ship fueled the CCLLETT, DE HAVEN, and
SWENSCN, Completed exercise at 1023,

At 1226 rotated formation axis left to 000°(T),

At 1746 this ship fueled the TAUSSIG,

At 2007 -the wetch was doubled in the anti-asircraft batiexy because
an unidentified plane was reported 43 miles from this feormation. It did
not close the formation and at 2100 Condition III was set in the anti~
aircraft battery. :

During the night several unidentified planes were reported, however,
none closed this Fformation.

21 APRIL 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position - 2000 Position
26 “53..1' N 260“"36.6' N 250-28o9' N
129-31.0 ' B 1269-34,2' & 131%-15,7' B

Supporting OKINAWA JIMA operation. General Quarters ab 0455 for
davint alert; secupred at 0555,

At 0532 Destroyer Division 22 clesared formation proceeding to radar
picket line stations.

Carriers of this formation launched routine air patrols at 0640, in
support of OKIWAWA JIMA eperation.

Rotated formation axis right to 030°{T) at 0755.

At 1200 the MADDOX came alongside our port quarter to deliver mail,

At 1200 this task group began retiring te our fueling rendezvous,
on course 120%(T). At 1508 rotated formation axis right te 060°(T),
At 1700 observed destroyers from this group bombarding MINAMI DAITO
JIMA, bearing O45°(T) at a distance of 16,000 yards. Carriers from
this group furnished co-ordinated air attack on MINAMI. At 1950 set
TII. At 2017 ComCarDiv 3 was given tactical command of Task Group 58.1.

22 APRIL 1945

0800 Position 1900 Position 2000 Pogition
239-50,6' N 24Pw23,5' N _ 25°-07.8' N
132°-44.3) B 1339-00,1! E 1320-42,0" E

At OLL5 Rear Admiral CLARK (ComTask Group 58.1) assuged bactical

command of this task greup. : _
0527 Met fueli roup, formed Special fueling Disposition 5 "Fox",
conrse and axis 0253%T§. 0740 MIAMI designated 0,T.C. of this Task Umit

4t 0823 alohgside KASKASKIA to receive fuel. launched plane #5959
at 0850, piloted by Lt. A.B., CENEDELLA, USNR. Cleared KASKASKIA at
1121. Received 590,184 gallons of fuel oil at &0°F,

.
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Hoisted abomrd plane #5959, same pilot.

Commenced anti-aircraft practice firing at 1319.

MC KIE alengside 1325 to deliver mail, ' :

Completed gunnery exercise at 1514. Ammunition expended: 1,659
rounds 40mm HET; 554 rounds of 40mm HEIT; 487 rounds 20mm HET; 1460

- rounds 20mm HEI; 58 rounds A4 common progectlles mk, 18-2; 58 pewder

charges SPDH.

BLUE alengside at 1545 to deliver mail and persomnel.

At 1742 formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger" on course OOOO(T)
axis 060°(T), CemTask Group 58.1 assumed tactical command of Task
Group 58.1 at 1756, :

STOUKHAM alongside at 1832 to pick up radar equipment. ComCarDiv
3 designated 0.T.C. at 1850, _

Proceeded on 275°(T) te rejein Task Force 58,

23 APRIL 1945
0800 Position 1200 Positd 2000 Pogition -
260 ~16,2' § 269-27.51 R 250-39,3) N
129%-27.01 § 13090161 E 130%15.2' E

Re joined Task Force 58 at 0130, off OKIMAWA JIMA supporting
cpeérations.

Stood to General Quarters at 0451 fer d&wn alert, securad at 0552,

ComTask Group 58.1 assumed tactical command at 0457. Kotated
formation axis to 090°(T). :

Fueled destroyers during movning. This ship fusled the SWENSCN,
MADDOX, and DE HAVEN, '

Rotated formation axis right te 120 °(T), MASSACHUSETTS designated
formation guide at 1158, HORNET designated guide at 1917.

Carriers lsunched routine patrods threughout the day.

2, APRIL 1945

0800 Position 1200 Pos;tlgn 2000 Pogition
26°.39,31 1 260—-54 7' R : 260-21,1' K
129°-35.0' B 129°-36.5' B  129%-59.0' E

ComCarDiv 3 designated 0.T.C. at 0120, Supporting OKINAWA JIMA

operatiofl.
General Quarters at OA53 for dawn alert. 0552 Secured from

General Quartersi .
Fueling destroyers during morning. This fueled the STOCKHAN,

HARRISON, and MADDOX, Completed 03 o.
Rotated formation axis to 090 (T) at 1511. Hotated it to 060%-

(T at 1526.
Operations of Carrier aireraft were limited during day due to heavy

overcast and generally bad flying weather.

- 58 -
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25 APRIL 1945
0800 Fogition 1200 Positien 2000 _Pogiiien
60-28,3" N W T26°06.2V W

129°9-00.87 1 129%.05,0! B 130°-10.6' E

Supporting CKINAWA JTMA operations.
UADTCX reported sub contact at 0129, MADDCK ahgd MANSFIELD made
depth charge attack at 0133. Emergency "Zebra® Was set below'the
second deck. Set Wiegke" at O0154.
General Quarbers at 0449 for dawn alert; secured at 0550,
This ship:fueled the STOCKHAM at 1724. Completed exercise at 1805,
ComCarDiv 3 designated OiT,C, at 1859,
(1) At sunset, commenced rebiring to fueling rendezvous on course 130%
Flight operations during the day were very limited due to bad
weather conditions. )

26 APRIL 1945
0800 Pogition 1200 Fosition 2000 Positien
2h-16x11 N 239-59,3¢ I 2h2-40,07 1
132704, 7" B © 1319-29.9' | : 130°-29,3! &

ComTask Group 58.1 assumed tactical command at 0436, Hendezvoused
with fueling group at 0532, Formed special fueling Disposition 5 "“Fox",
course and aids 240°(T), speed 10 knots,

Alongside KILLICCMBE at 0803 to receive fuel oil, At 0924 MC KEE
came alongside te deliver personnel. Cleared the side of MASSACHUBETTS
at 1030,

Catapulted one plane (#5959) to port at 1038, piloted by It, G.4A.
ROBINSOM, USHR.  Fecovered same plane at 1331.

ComCruliv 14 designated 0.I.0. and 0.C.E. of gunnery ezercises.

" Hotated axis to 3009(T). Changed course to 300°(T) at 1306.

BLUE alongside al 1501 to transfer radio parts and persomnel..

Commenced firing anti-aircraft practice at 1514. lampleted exercise
at 1730 after firing 947 rounds HEL Dmm; 1697 rounds of 4O0mm HiLl; 24
rounds mk. 18 5%/38,

Ceased fueling and ammunltwonlng at 1730. LomBatDiv & assumed
tactical command of Task Group 58. l. Formed cruising DlSposltmon 5 Plioger™
at 1746, Axds 3009(T), course 310°(T), speed 15 knots. ComTask Group
53,1 assumed tactical command st 1830,

Comsenced proceeding to join Task Force 58 off OKINAVWAL JIMNA, 4t
1850 ComCarDiv 3 designsted 0,T.C. Course 270°(T).

_ 27 AFRIL 1945
0800 Fosition 1200 Position 2000 Position
260-20,01 L 269-25,5" K 250-13,9% 1.
1290-19.7" & ' 1299-37.5' 1309-09.7" E
. _ - |
| - 59 - - /3
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. Supporting OKINAWA JIUA operations, ComTask Group 58,1 assumed
tactical comuand of this tegk group at OL43. .
General Qarters for dewn alert at O 83 secured al 0548.
‘Rotated formation axis right to 000°(T) at 0549. Rotated it
to 030°%(T) at 0605. .
ELavy‘unlts fueled destroyers during mornln&. This ship fueled Y
the &ENSCN and FANSFIEID. Completed exercise at 1008. .
At 1849 commenced retiring on 160%(T) heading for YLITHI ATOIL. '
barriers of this formation launched routine air patrols through-
out the day.
Shortly before midnight, NORTH CARCLINA, HALE, and HICKOX joined
formation taking assigned stations,.

2 APRIL 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position " 200 Position
73908,7 1. 2195771 N 195559,0' §
1319-04.1' B 131%- 47.1' & 1330-19,2" :

Steaming toward ULITHI. At 0736 ¥Q NAIR glongside with official mail,

At 0857 formed Disposition 5 "Wictor Dogh for gunnery exercises,
Formed Dispesition 5 "Boger® at 1101.

Conducted tactical exercises during merning snd early afternoon. '

Garriers launched routine petrols during day.

29 AFRIL 1945
0800 Pesition 1200 Position 2000 Position
16°-52,31 N - 15%55.2F X 15954, N
1359.32,8' & . 136°.19.8' B 1379.15,0! B

BEn route ULITHI with Task Group 58.1.

At 0543 BIUE alengside with official mail.

Conducted gunnery exercises ahead of carrier groups durlng mornlng.

At 095C TWINING alongdide to deliver mail.

ComTask Unit 58.1.5 asstimed tactical command of this unit and directed
the unit to form Disposition 5 "Victor Dog" and clear the carrier group
at 1207.

General drills conducted during afternocon and were followed by
gunnery exercises. Tactical exercises as diredted by O.T.C.

At 1609 formed Dispositien 5 "Foger'.

30 APKIL 1945

10%-53,2' N
11390-1..2! E

Gene Slover's US Navy Pages
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CONFTDENTTAL ' WAR DIARY '

Conducted gunnery exercises during forenoon, Launched gireraflt

for spotiting and anti-submarine patrel, .
At 0955 ULITHT Atoll sighted, bearing 175°(T). Recovered

aireraft at 1307 and proceeded Lo enter port.

At 1246 entered

MUGAI CHANNEL. Anchored in Berth #7 at 1323,

Sed Port Wer Watch; began following nermal port routine,

Commander,
Navigator.

ICK,
Captain, U,S, Navy,
Commanding.,
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File No.
BB59/312-1 /8167

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS

SCHFIDERTIAL

inchored in Berth #7, ULITHI aT(Li,
58 and pert of souppeort unit of Yask Group

Fifth Fleet -
Tagk Force 5¢t . -
Tasgic Groun 53.1 -
Tagic Unit 58.1,1 - Carriers -

HORNET (57
BEEDNCTCH (F) -~

_D i

BEILEAU WOOD
v VONTEREY

84N JACIIED

< Upit 58.1.2- Support Unit -

ol

Tas

Task Unid 58,1,21- Battlesmips -

- BatDiv 8
' VASSACHUERTTS ()
THDIANA
ALARICES

Taslk Unit A8,1.22 =~ Crulsers =

Ihis ship is unit of Tegk Force
58.1, organizmed as followst

i
Sdiiral E.A, SPRUANGE, USE, in
MK BEKTOC. |
Vice Admirel .. DTSCHELR, USH,
(ComTirstiarTasiForPac) in
BUNEER HYLL.
Henr Admiral J.d. OLaE, USKN,
(ComParliv 5) in HORPIHT.
Eear Admiral J.J. CLARM, USK.

Kear Admiral T.L. SFRAGUE, USH.

Hear idmirel J.F. SHAFROTH, Jr.,
v, -

Reer Admivsl Jo°. SHAFROTH,

Hear Admirsl L.J. WILTSHE, USH,

Crubiy 10 (less BUSTUN, CANBEREA)

BATTTHCHS (F)
PITTSEIRGH
- - QUINGY o
Crupiv 14 (less HOUSTOH) -

VICKSEURG {F)
VINCENRES
SAH JULN

Task Unit 58,1.,3 ~ Group Screen=

DesHon 61

- DesTion 25

Zone minus ten {~10} %ime in effect.

Captain W.C. VOBE, UST.

Captain T.H, HEDERRAM, USM.

The Port War Watch is set except from an hour before to an hour after
sunrise and sunset, at which times Condition III is set in the anti-air-
eraft battery. #aterial Condition HX-HeyW is set during daylight and
Waterial Condition "Voke® at night., Houbine maintenance and overhaul

is in process preparing The ship for sea.
rearming. ' :

127523,

- 62 ~

The ship is provisioning and

Famhenit i -
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A% 3000 trensferred one '"dud" aircraft, #5595, vo FALLALCP ISLAND,

CHICKASEIS alongside at 1110 to deliver fuel. Uner ation com-
pleted at 1332,

Exercised at Genersl Quarters from B CO to 1330 for drill.

2 MAY 1945: Continued provisioning ship. At 0658 RBUTGERS VICTORY
alongside -bo deliver ammpition. Smummitioning completed at_0946.

At 1015 all hands sssembled forward for change of commaid cere-
monies, Captain JOHW H. REDME, USH, relieved vaptain W.W. WARLI(X,
USH, of command of NASSAGHUSETTS,

During morming diving operations were conducted for inspection of
scerews and rudders, Rout3ne uf&lﬂiﬁg Tiights were also conducted by
JMASSACHUSETTS sircraft.

pa

3 WAY 1945: Continued diving operations. LASSACHUSETTS aireraft
conduchted training flights.

& MAY 1945: Diving operation continued. Alreraft flew test hops.

5 MAY 1945:  Aireraft conducted flights to check ?ddlo gear. Diving
operations conbinued.

A% 2025 all hands manned air attack station on orders of S Fi.
fn wnidentified plane was soon discovered Lo be friendiy so secured
from air attack at 2053.

6 WAY 1945t Contimed rece¢v;1g stores and provisions.
7 MAY 1945: At 0654 anderway to shift to anti-airveraft firing herth. |
Anchored in anti-aircraftd firing berth A~1 at 0755. Airerafd conducted

training flights. Gumnery exercises conducted throughout day.

8 ¥8Y 1645: Conbinued gunnery exercises. L.C,I. #9507 alongside to
receive empty amminition cases,

9 VAY 1945
1200 Position - 2000 Position

117 -0L.5" N _ 12°9-30,9' B
1390-20,31 . E 1380-09.0' B

Underway from Berth A-1, UHUSHI ANCHOPRAGH, ULITEI ATCGLL in company
with Task Unit 58.1.5 at 0957, in accordance with Commander Task Group
58,1 sortie order dated 6 ¥ay 1945. Changed time from "Ling" {~10)

time to "Item" (-9) time.
Task Unit 58.1.5 is oprganized as followst

@ - 63 -
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Task Unit 58.1.5 ~ Support Unit - Hear Admiral J,F. SHLFRCTH, ;

HASSACHUSETTS,

USN, (ComBatliv 8), in

Task Unit 58.1,51 ~ Battle line -~ Rear Admiral J,F, SHAFROYE, USH.

MASSACHUSETTS (F)

INDIANA
ALABAYA
Battle line Sereen~ Commander W.O. .HﬂN UsH,
DesDiv 50 {less SIGSSEER, RINGCD ,
Plus EABDCK).
Task Unit 58.1,59~Light Forces Right - Captain u.C VOSE, USN,
in VICES BUHG.
VICKSBURG (F)
VILCENTES
SAW JUAN :
Light Forces Right Scresen:. - Commander J.H, HCGG, USH,

Desbiv 106 (less YARWALL),

_ in BAETTH{RE.
BALTIMORE (F)
PITTSBURGH
QUINCY

Light Forces Left Screen = L
Dighiv 49 (less MURRAY).

Task Unit 58,1.53- Light Forces Left - Rear Admirsl L.J. %ILTSE, USH,

leptain J.%. LUDEVLG, USH,

Conducted gunnery and radar exercises in accordance with Annex

fikle" to ComBatPiv 8 Training Crder #1-45.

at 2117 formed Cruising Disposition 4 ¥Sugar® 10 MSugar®.

_ 10 KAY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Position
By e > 3

Lyl 6T 1593971 N 16°-17.5" N
1369234 ¥ BEOLS.3 B 12405, ©

Operating with Task Unit 58.1.5 in Disposition 4 Méugar® 10

“S\upfgrll

At 0600 Cruliv 14 and TruDiv 10 left the formabion and

TIDTANA and ALABAMA formed in column astern of MASSACHISETTS, all

for bactical exercises as directed by LomBatDiv 8,

ducted doring morning. Recovered airecraft at 1123,
At 1940 formed Disposition & "Roger Sugart.

for drill at 1345.

Launched one plane at 0804 for pgunnery exercises which were con-

General Wuarters
Sonducted tsctical exercises during aflernoon.

A&t 1532 completed exere ﬂses, formed Jisposition 4 "Suger" 10

Hougar?, course and axis 3/%0( v, sveed 17 knobs.
eral waax*ers zt 1<?6 ) :

- 6}4 -
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11 MAY 1945
0300 FPosition - 1200 Position 2000 Position
190-22,3t 1. 200-14,7" W 210.58, 2V
133°-00,9' B - 1320.36,8' B 1310-29,5! &

Fueled DABHIELL during morning. At 0833 BADDOX alongside to irans-
fer official mail.,

Hxercised at Genérsl Drills pursuant to Annex "Able" to ComBatDiv 8
Training Order #l~45.

At 0903 formed Disposition 4 ¥YVidtorY 10 ¥Sugar", course and axis
325°(T), speed 1L knobs; HASSACHUSETTS guide.

Conducted gunnery exercises, firing anti-aircraft batbtery at towed sleeve..

Tactical exerclses conducted during afterncon. Flanes of Task Group 58.1%
engaged in simlated dive bombing, strafing and torpedo attacks on ships of
Task Unit 58.1.5. During the attacks, fragments from bursting vombs penetrat-
ed the wings of both planes on our catapults, rendering them temporarily
inoperative. At 1544 formed Disposition 4 "Roger" %Sugar”, course and axis
3250(17), speed 16 knots, MASSACHUSETIS guide.

Rendezvoused with carriers of Task Group 58.1 abt 1745 at 21-26.2 Nj
131-40.3 B Took station in Cruising Uisposition 5 YHoger®, course 3300
(T}, axds 060°(T}, speed 12 kuots; guide HORBET,

At 1812 speed inecreased to 18 knots.

12 GAY 1945
0R00 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
24,9-55,11 H 250007 .8 FIOi LY N
1309-06.2' E 1300-06,3' B 133°%-05 .31 B

General Quarters. for dawn alert from 0430 to 0530. Rendegvoused with
tankers of Task Group 50.8 at 0500, Alongside CHIFCLA to fuel at 0618.
Completed fueling at 0757, and resumed station in formstion,

At 0852 the watch in the anli-aircraft uattery was doubled. Fxer—
cised at General Drills during morning.

Fueling exercises completed at 1017, HC KEE alongside to transfer
of ficial mail and personnel, at 1025,

Begen steamlng towerd KYUSHU on northeasterly courses at 20 hnots
at noon,

ALAPAMA, MCHTEREY, and FIFKCX.were detached from. Task Group 58,1
and alrcctcd to join Tesk Group 58.3.

At 1545 formetion sxis robtated to 000°(’t),

it 1900 the Captain spoPe 1o the erew over the Fublic Address
Systen as follows:

"As the ship is about to enter its fourth year of operations, I would
Like to change the topic of couvursahlon from Lena Turner back to the war
for a Tew mluuteu. Bince the ship's last birthdsy the front linés in the
Foeific have advanced twenty-five hundred miles and nearly the same dis-
tance northward. At present, es you lmow, the forces in the

S
H

- b

{:F‘h{-" Q‘nvpr'a TTQ N’J‘T‘7 pQﬂPQ I

i PR

;-

iz

.Eﬂl: !
-G48}

PR

DECLASGHR

el
i “'?FU-INEI\, fiata

Antlimpy

ﬂr' .



www.tinyurl.com/slover

BB59/AL2~1/4)A~3 U.5.5. KASSACHUSETTS
CONFTDENTIAL - WAR DIARY

Philippines have about completed the mopping-up of the Jap forces
there, and the Tenth Army on (kinawa has only the Southern end of
the Island left to take. These bases will permit further operaiions
which might well bring vietory over Japan before the MASSACHUSETITS
is four years old. I will tell you of these operations as we get
to them.

" Tagk Force 58 1s at present still engaged in close support of
the Okinawe operation. JMuring the lsst two months this Tagk Force
nas operated continously and effectively in this regard, 4t the same
time, Task orce 51, composed of the old babtleships, the escort
caryiers, many cruisers and destroyers and hundreds of transports
and landing craft, bas been bombarding and landing troovs and sap-—
nlies. sk Eorce 57, composed of battlesalps carriers, crulsers,
and aeatroyers of the British Facific Fleet, has been operating to the
soutimest of Okinawa ageinst the Sakishima Group, The need for close
tactical support of the Tenth Army by Task Force 58 has been dew
ereasing for some time, as the troops become more firmly established
and more and more shore based aircralt bhave been based on the cap-
tured {ields. Cur operations are apparently not now restricied to
purely tactical support and we can go further afield in search for
strategic targets.

WEagk Croups 58.3 and 58.4 have been active while this group
replenished jn Ulithi, ‘oday we joined with 58.3 and under Vice
Admiral ¥itscher are again ready for business. This morning we
fueled in the area just east of Ukinawa and are now headed for a
strike position off Kyushu, Vomiencing tomorrow morning, Admiral
litscher intends to give the air fields and facililties there a good
working over, and mey turn the gviators loose again on what is left
of the Jap fleet in the Inland Ses. The Japs have not been accept-
ing their destruction with wery good grace recently as you all lkuow.
in addition to the RamiKaze attack, we now have to watch ont for
Baka bombs with their suicide pilots. These bombs, so far, have
generally been launched from Bebtys. Lilke everything else the Japs
produce, the Beks bombs can be shot down. bowever, it should be
known that they are painted a silver color, are hard te detect and
travel about 400 miles per hour, ¥e may expect them to send these
as well as everything else they can operate oub against wus., Heads
up work on our part and a perfolmonce by our avistors J.:L}Ee they nut

n for us yesterday should, however, tell its owm story.’

13 NAY 1945
0800 _Position - RO0 Position . 2000 Position
30°02.2" 1 300-47.8' N 309-43,10 R
133°-05.5' B - 13202, 4" B 1320-41.9" E
»
- bh -
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CONFTDENTIAL WAR DIARY

Approaching strike position 30-02 N; 132~50 §, off KTUSHU., 4t
0146 all hands stood to air atteck stations as unidentilfied planes
were reported closing the formation. 411 ships maneuvered by emer—
gency sipgnael as mrected by C.T,0, Becured from air attack at 0405 as
all enemy planes hal departed from the area of the Task Group.

Anti-aireraft Disposition 5 "Fctor Dog" formed at O4AZ.

AL dawn carriers launched fighter sweeps and air strikes against
air fields on {YUBHU. 41l ships maneuvered to conform to launeping
Oper'ﬁ‘oions. ‘

Cruising Disposition & "Hoger® at 0807, Formation sxis rotated
to 270°(T} at 1127, :

Fueled destrovers during alfternoon, this ship fueling ¥
HAFRISCH, oand SCLLIST,

At 2133 mammed air attsck stations. Forwmed crulsing Dispositican
5 "Tictor Han! at 2143. ¥o enemy planes closed the formaticn; secured
Trom air attack 2320.

Tt b et
SFTELD a

1A AT 1945

0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Fositicn

30%-52.3" 20028, s= W O LY K
132%-46. 2" B 133°-00, 4" B 13390841 &

Continued air strikes against targets on KIUSHU,
air atteck stations memned at 0132, as eneny planes closed the
formation, Haneuvered by energency si B

nals from the Tsslk Group Uom-
mander, No planes a*proacneq o witkin Uuq renge and no ships of the
syoup opened fire. Secured from air atlack at 0226, waintaining
doukbled watch in snti-sircraflft batbery.

Znemyr rlanes approached ilie grows asa n ahout C23C, 4ir otback

stations &

-

b erergeney siznels. Flares were obsomru} of f the star-

e o
boaucl bow &t 0254, range aboubt 10,000 yards., Several ships of the
gronp fired at ene v nlanes and ab 23 an enewy rlane was shot domm
=t 062 (T}, range L, 000 yards. At 0452 formed (ruising Uisposition
5 Wictor Dogh, 4t 0316 secured from sir sttack.  fnewy snoopers cone—
tirmmed to heckle the *aslc Force and again at 0625 211 hands stood %o
air atiack stations. -ueveral enery planes evaded our fighter ratrol
end attacked the Tasit Group. b U(uS one enemy plane vias czcstroye&
by ship's gunfire, exploding in mid air. At 0707 a "deke™ was shot
down of £ HASSACHUSETIS cturoocrc:. Deam, by gunfire of several ships,
including MASBACHUBETTS. '

At 0355 secured from air dut@c&i, painteining & doubled watch in
the anti-sircralt battery, :

Formobion exis rotated bo 2100(”, at 0947. 4t 1001 rotated for-
metion axis to 150°(7).

Carriers continued strikes apainst XYUSHU.

Pueled TAUSSIC in early afternoon.

-7 -
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BB59/812-1/516-3 - Jo305, MASSACHUSETTS

The Task Group Jomsander reported enewy planes in the vicinity
at 1630 and all hands menned air attack stations. lHo enewr planes
closed the group, however, and at 1704 secured from alr atbtack.

Hight air Defense Dispositien 5 "Wicior Han!' Pormed at 1709.
The Task Group begen retiring toward fueling area.

15 KAY 1945

+

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
25%-21,7" § 220-41.01 1 - 230-53,9'
1209-16,2" & 129%-45,1 & 130012, 2' 5

General cuariers for dawn dlert at 0&?&, secured ab 0521,

At 0656 Formed Disposition 5 “hober" axis 1500(1}, course 210°{T).
Rendezvoused with Lankera of Task Group )D 8 at 1100. Yormed
fueling Disposition 5 "FoxM, 1120 islongside ASHTABULA to fuel. TAUSBSIG

alongside to deliver officisl mall zt 1347, uellng operation com—
pleted at 1356, Took station in formation and began 2% independently.
At 1660 HASSACHUSETTS designated gulde.of 2% line. Begen 2Z in accord-
ance with Flan #6.

COLLEIT alongside ab 1700 to transfer personnel.

Formed cruising Disposition 5 “Roger" at 1745; course 180°(T},
axis 000%(T), speed 15 knobs.

16 ¥AT 1945
0500 Position - 2200 Pogition 2000 Fosition
230-20.51 1 20908, 4 ¥ 26070.37 §
130911.2' B : '1300-03.1' E ©1290-59,9t ¥

Steawing in company with Task Group 58.1, operating in vicinity
of fuellng area. tendezvoused with tanker group at 051l2. ComBat~

"B g is 0.-«»

Formed 5 “Fox“ at 0632, course and axis OOOO(T), speed 10 knots,

- zuide SABINE., Alongside ASHTABULA to receive fuel at 0629. TAILULAH

designated guide.at 0653, Completed receiving fuel Irom tanker at
O7is. 0725 bleared side oi tanker. Took statlon 6000 yurds astern
of tanker line.

Launched plane #09676 at 0757 and plane #5959 at 0800 for gun~
nery exercise. Heeovered both aircraft at 0913. Ilaunched nlane
#5959 at 0954 on rescue mission to accompany fighter strdike to
Minami Deito Shima; Lieubenant 4.F., CENEDELLA, USKNR, es pilot.

Conducted anti~aircraft firing practice throughout rest of
Borning. .
Hecovered plane aL 1315, liission successful, naving picked up
Tdeutenant Gommander HFQSQL of the DHEMHIINGTCM, who was shot, down over
Minami.

HC KBS alongSLde to a@llvnr meil at 1445, 1539 Formed 5 Mioger®,
course and axis 000 Tl

»
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BE59/AL2-1/A163 - U.S.5, HASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDETTIAL, | AR, DIARY '

Commander Task Group 58.1 assumed C.7T.C. at 1648,
Headed fér operating area off east coast of ORINAWA.

17 MY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Poagition 2000 Position

- L] [+ b . "'.
250-51,01 N 250-£2,3% | 2590-43.97 W N
1299-17.7' B 1290.14.,9' E 129%18.3' E -

Steaming in company with Task Group 58.1, supporting OKINAWA
cperations.

General quarters for dawn alett at Ohgé. Secured ab 0527.

Hotated formation axis left to & 0%(T) at O4uO. Fueled des—
troyers during morning. Ucmmenced fueling operations at 0551,
This ship fueled the COLLETTY, HAEEISON, and MC KBE, GCompleted
operations at 0817. Fobtated axis to 2909(7) at 1046, .

At 1556 JOHN BODGERS alongside to deliver blueprints.

During the day all carriers of this group lauached routine ajr
patrolis,

VICKSBURG and VINCHMNES detached from Task Group 58.1 and ordered
Yo report to Jommander Task Force 51 at CKINAWA JIMA for temporary
fire support duty,

18 MAY 1945

0800 Pesition 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
250-)2, 817 § : 26°-01,9" N - 259-19.6' N
- 129%.39,2' & 1299-43,1t B 129%-41,91 B

Bupperting OKINAWA operations in company with Task Group 58.1.
sifBeneral quarters for dawm alert at 0432, Secured at 0534,
" Rotated axis right to 320°(T) at 0h42,

Fueled destrovers during morning commeneing fueling operations
at 0546, This ship fueled the BLUE, JOHN RODCERS, and CCLIETT,
Completed fueling operations at 0524. _ .

Rotated formaticn axis left to 270%(T) at 1400. At 153 rotated
axis to 210°(T}. 1510 Rotated axis to 1800(T).

Carriers launched routine air patrols throughoul the day.

19 EAY 1945
C800_Position : 1200 Position 200 -Position
2690, Ot K 250-55,0" i 25 ~31,8' N
1290-36,60 1 . 129%-25,2' B © . 129%-1.7' E

Bupporting OKINKﬁﬁ'opérations in coﬁpany with Task Grcnp.58.l. N
Steod to air attack stations at 0433 for dawn alert. Secured ab

- OL48. Set a doubled watch in the anti-aircraft battery. Set Air Def-

ense Dorndition III at 0507.
-
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CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

Fueled destroyers during morning., Commenced fu€ling operations
at 0554. This ship fueled the JOHI RODGERS, MADDOX, HC KEE, and
STOOERAE . :

Sounded air sttack at 0740 as an unidentified plane was reported

at 35 miles. Altitude on wridentified plane increesed to 55,000 feel

and contact was determined es weather. Secured at 0801.

‘At 1021 HABKISON repovted swbmarine conbact dead ahead of this
ship at a distance of 5000 yards. #Huergency “Zebra' wme sgbt and ihe
STCCKHAY was cleared from our pori side. This ship took evagive mans
suvers to avold sub contact. Task group wés maneuvered o avoid cone
tact. CLontact evaluated as doubbful. Set Faterial fondition "icke"
at 1040, : B

At 1448 doubled the vateh in the snti~aircraft battery. Set iir
Defense Condition III, at 1955, '

Air gperations were limited due to bad weather throughout the day.
Retired during night to fueling rendezvous at 23~30 I and 130~15 5,.-

on course 1530(7T},

A WAY 1945
Ce0C rosition 1200 Position 2000 Position
220-04.61 W 2ACT Y 237 L5 8 N
1200.08,7" E 120°-08,6' 3 1309-07,0! E

Eendezvoused with Task Group 50.8 at 0421,

Fopmed, fueling Pisposition 5 "Fox® at 0542, Course and axis
180°%(T), speed of guide 10 knots.

Alongeide FPATUXEHNT at 0630 to receive fuel., Completed fueling
at 0928, - . o

BLUE alongside to port at 1030 to transfer mail and persomnel,

Uonducted gumnery exercises.ihionghoub the day.  Amrmunition ex—

" pended: 1570 rounds of A0mmg 4667 vounds 20mm.

A&t 1745 formed crulsing Dispesition 5 “Roger', course 3459(T),
axis 270°(T;, speed 15 knots. MASSACHUSETIS designeted guide., Come
BatDiv 8 is 0,T.0. of Task Group 58.1.

1903 On course 345%(T) heading for operabing area off OKINAWA.
ATLARTA reported to ComTask (roup 586.1 for duty, baking assigned
station in disposition. o . :

21 LAY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Fosition _ 2000 Position

260.13,8% N _ 269-20,9% K 25°.50,0 K.
12990541 B ' 125°%-22.5% E _ 129°-19.0° &

Uperating with Task Group 58.1 enroute from fueling rendervous

to support position southeast of OKINAWA,

*
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COMFIDENTIAL WAL DIARY

Joined Task Group 58.3 at 0030.

At 0432 Commander Task Group 58.1 assumed O,7T.C. Rotated for-
sation axis te 240°(T). I

Geners) quarters for dawn alert at & 34. OSecured at 0534, seb
condition 6f Readiness Iil with a double watch in the anti-ajrcraft
battery., AL O445 DesDiv 122 left formation to proceed to picket '
line stations. ' =

. Launched two planes at 0621 to accompany fighter strike - pilots,
Ensign ¥.0. CHALE, U8R, and Ensign F.B. DINCAN,

This ship fueled destreyers during morning. Commenced fueling
operations at 0657, Fueled the HARRISCN, TWINING, and JOHE RODGERES,
Completed at 1131. .

Recovered both aireraft at 1019. WNo fighters of the sirike were
shot down, s0 no rescues were rade.

At 1557 rotated axis to 220°(7T),

At 2000 retired soubhwest for the night to return to support
position tomorrow. During day carriers-launched roubine air patrols,
plus the fighter sweeps on Amami C Shinma,

22 BAY 1945

0800 Fosition 1900 Position 2000 Position
269-15,7¢ N 260-47,41 N 269-35,50 §
129%-21,,6" B 129°-13.7' B 129°-17,9t &

heturning to support position southeast of CKINAWA.
© Air atback for dewn alert at 0433. Secured at 0533. AL 0505

MANSFIELD axd MADDOX cleared formetion to take stations as linking
vessels. : ' ;

Rotated axis to 270°(T; at 0808; to 320°(T) at 0819,

Fueled destroyers during morning., Commenced operatioms at 0858,
This ship fueled the BLUE, COLLEDT, SHENSON,.
’ Commenced retiving to fueling rendezvous on course 180°(T). Dur-
ing the day flight operations were limited by bad weabher.

23 MAY 1945

Q800 Position C1200 Pogition | ' 2000 Position
2‘!4.0—-19.8‘ N %3“5&'@ i 5032 5V |
130°%-01.9' & 13070341 B 1290~39,30 E

Retiring to fueling area with Task Group 58.1. _
Met tanker group and. formed fusling disposition 5 *Fox", akis
and course 000°(T). Steaming at 10 knots.
Hecovered plane delivered as replacement f{yom DETECIT at O7D, _
: RAYMOND alongside to transfer mail at 0735, Catapulied cne aiye
ereft at 0800; the exchange plane going teo DETROIT.

B
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At 09737 alongside o receive fuel from TAPPANHANNOCE, MAN
FIELD alongside port quarter to deliver official mail, Cleared side .
of TAFFANHANNOCE, at 1137, o
Commander Battleship Division BIGHT assumed tactical comrmnd of
Task Group 58.1 at 1120. ComTask Group 58,1 assuued taci.lcal corpand
at 1200, ' _
1233 Formed cruising disposition 5 "Roger®, course and axis COQC-
(T), speed 12 knots; MASSAGHUSETTS guide.
1410 An unldcntzfled plane was reported 30 miles north of us and
this ship stood to air attack. COur air patrols were unable Lo catch this
atrcraft, but it did not close the formation., Jecured from air attack
at 1450, set Air Defense Condibion 11,
At 2000 enroute from fueling area to support position souvtheast
of CEINAWA,
A1y patrols during day were limited by bad weather,

Pl WAY 1945

GSQO Position 200 Position 2000 Yogition

267-27.81 N YA LI TREOI50, o &
129 =23.3" B 120-39,51 3§ _ 1290408 B

¢

& Supportlng ORIHAWA overstions in compary with Task Group 56.1.
' Air attack for dawn alert at 04353 secured al 0525,

Rotateg formation axis right to O 30%(T) at OLLY. YHotated fleet
axis to 090 {T) at 0524. Rotated formation axis right to 060°(T).
At 0627 left to 00°(T).

Fueled destroyers during morming. Thig ship fueled the COLIETT,
SWENSON, snd HARRISCH. fotated axis to 340°(T) at 09023 to 300°(T)
at lOiJ,j.

Formed #ir Defense DlSDOS"L'i}.LOH 5 "Wictor Dog! st 13211;_. U
identified alrerait r9ported at. 25 miles. OStoed to air attack cuarters

-8t 1325, Unidentified a:_rcrut did not close formation and bona:.tlon
1IT with a double watch in the anti-aircraft battery was seb at 1410,

Hotated formebion axis left to 2700(T) at 1630; to %OO(T) at 1713,

Formed 5 "Hoger" ab 1937, axis 240 (1.

At 2319 unidentified aircraft closed to 42 wmiles and sn:m atood
to air attack at 2321, Formed 5 "Victor Han at 2347,

Haneuvered by emergency turis on various courses.

. At 2354 opened fire to starboard with 5% babtery firing st enemy
plane. Flane closed.to 8000 yards and then retired,

At 2358 observed enemy aircraft burning, having been set alire
by our night fighter. Inemy aircraft escaped. however, and no further
reports were recelived on it.

26 MAY 1945
0800 Pogition 100 Position ' 2000 Pogition
260-00.5" N . 259_25,00 W 2h0-47, 1Y 1
122"-26.2" B : 129°-20,3' & 128033 1! T
e P2 -
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Bupporting OKINAWA operations with Task Group 58.1.
Secured from air attack at 0035. Set Condition of Readiness III,
At 0431 rotated formation axis to 210°(T), :

Air attack Tor dawm alert at OL32; secured at 0523, Set Condition
13T, doubled watch,

Rotated formation axis to 1809(T) at 01;,36 At OW45 axis 150°(1),
Formed 5 "Vigtor Dog" at 0520, Stood to sir attagk stetions at 0739 as
an unidentified plane was reported 28 nilesg north of the formation.
Flane 4id not close formation, but was reported as & "Francid¥, :The
radar picket line reported shootxng down one "Myri", one "Zeke', and
the Combat Air Patrol shot down a "Betty". Secured from air aitack at
0939, Set Air Defense Condition II, .

Formed 5 "Roger®™ at 1229, Fueled destroyers durlng afterncon, This
ship fueled the JOHN RODGERS, MO KH, BARRISCON, arnd BRUSH, Ffueling
cperations completed at 1807.

At 1513 rotated formation axis 210°(7TJ,

Air operations were limited during the day due to very bad weather
conditions, Visibility was & cepbaonally pOOY,

26 MAY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
250-30,61 1 ) 25°-39.0" N_ 25°-19.2! N
1287 -28.5' £ 129°-05.7! & 128°-24.7" B

Ste&nlﬂé in company with Tan Uroap 58,1 in support of OIINAVA

operaitions,
AL 0433 sounded general quarters for dawn alert; secured at 0533,
Foeled destroyers during morning. This ship fueled the HARKISCN,
DE BAVEN, and COLLETT. Complebed operations at 0800,
it 1651 rotated formation axis right to 300°(T); to 240°(T) at 1834,
At 2000 comuenced retiring to fueling rendezvous on course L70°(T).
Weather during the day was extremely bad, visibility very poor,

and flight operations were limited accordingly.
27 ¥AY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Fosibion 2000 Position
23%.09,5* N 22 wEL, 50 WL 22°-40,5' .
1290401 B 1280-56,2! & " 127%-46,01 E

Stedmlng with Task Group 58.1 ret;rlng from support nosxtwon
southeast of OKINAWA to fueling rendezvous. _

Crormed fueling Disposition 5 "Fox¥ at 0550. Course and axis 24,0°-
(1, speed 10 kuots. Launched one plane at 0626 for radar tracking
purposes, Pilot - Ensign ¥.C. CHAIE. Recovered plane at 0823.

Taring the day, anti-aircraft firing driils were conducted.

Alongside WARTAS at 1029 to receive fuel. UANSFIELD slongside port
_ cuartur at 1030 to deliver mail and personmnel. Left from alongside

khﬁlﬂs at 1320,
@
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At 1227 Comender Bottleship Division 3ICHT designabed G, 1.0,
of 58’.1
it 1644 went alongside port side of 3iadTi to receive ammunition

repl ﬂllsfufcnts. Completed &t 1805, )

b 1806 formed 5 Mioger!, course and amis 240°(17, speed 12 lmots,
Copmander Task Group 58,1 assuned taebical commend of Wisk Group 53,0

1947 On course OOOOLT, enroute to support position south of CIIHAW

[

r

20 VAY 1945
0800 Position 1200 FPosition 2000 Pogition
-ci'r:~53-2‘ B 205770 H IRC YR
127°-58.7t B 1260-28,9! T 128046, 28 B

At midnight, Vice Adwmiral .5, SPEUANCI hauled dewn his flag,
relinguishing his command Yo -Admirsl H.F. HLSEY, Comcender Third
Fleet. The Fifth Fleet is now designated as the Third Flset snd
this Task Group is 38.1,

At 0250 an unidentified rlane closed this formation to 28 miles
and air attack was sounded, The plane did not close further and at
Q420 we secured from air attack and &ir Defense Condition IT was set.

% 055]_ rotabed formstion axdds Lo li@bo(”,, 2t 0608 rotated axis
to 1207€

Puelea destroyers during morning, comsencing fueling operabions
at 0632, This ship fueled the THEINING, DASHIFELL, SCHECHEDER, and BEUSH,

£ 0927, due to an unidentified plaae closing formation, for-
mation 5 ¥Vietor Uogh was formed. Flane was identified as friendly
and &t 1151 fovmation 5 YRogert was formed,

At 1748 air tback was sounded as sn umidentified Ji sne was closing
the formation., Jecured at 1791 when plane was identified as friendly
G_zir?t

During the day carriers launched routine patrels and 13{hter cover
for bKIFﬁVA

29 HAT 1345

0800 FPosition l%OD Fogition 2000 Fosition
2Uo-le b 1 217736181 ¥ R
128°-07.0' E 107081, 21 & 1270-35.81 &

Operatlng south_of OKINAWA vith Task Group 38.1 in support of
ground operation on CHINARA.

Scunded air attack for dawn alert at 043%; secured at 0535,

Eotated axis to 1809(T) at Olddh. wAbS CHUSETTS designated

guide at 0535, :
Fueled destroyers dur1n¢ morring. This ship fueled the M HEE,

DASHIELL, and SCHROBDER, beginning at 0613. Completed fueling oper-

ations at 0807, . - 0
At 1120 the ALABAMA joined Task Group 38,1, having been detached _

fros )8 30 o
- Botated axis at mg to 2107¢T).

- T~
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HORNET designated guide at 1915,
Carriers launched routine and target Combat Air Patrols during
the day. :

30 MAY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
2@3—-55.5’ N 2AO-1,6,6 R 200~1h 2" N
1277-53,8' § - 127°-34,91 B 127°-25.0t &

Operating with Task Group 38,1 off CKTHA¥A,

Gieneral Quarters for dawn alert at O438; secured at 0535,

Fueled destroyers during morning watch. Commenced fueling
operationg at 0554, This ship fueled the BRUSH, JOMN RCDGERS, and
HARSISCN, Completed at 0800,

At 2000 commenced retiring to fueling rendezvous to meet Task
Group 30,8 for replenishment of fuel and supplies.

Comuander Task Unmit 38.1,22 {ComCraDiv 10) in the BALTTHORE,
designated O0.T.C. at 201k.

During the day routine patrols and Fighter. cover . for OKINAWA
were launched by the carriers,

31 MAY 1945

0800 Position 100 Position 2000 Position
230.56,8' N 240~2ha3". h 249-37,3% . N
1280-45.3' B 1299-10.7" E 128046.2! B

In compeny with Task Group 38.1 proceeding to fueling rendezvous,

(At 0510 rendezvoused v.:r.th logistic group. Formed D:.spos:.tlon
5 WFox", course and axts O45°(T), speed 10 knobts. .

ﬁlong side MASACUMA to port at 0608 to recgive fuel, Completed
receiving fuel from MASACCHA at 0900. Left from alongside. :

Alongside ALDEBARAN at 1041 o receive fresh provisions. MOCORE
alongside port quarter at 1100 to deliver mail. Lef‘b from alongside
ALDEBARAN at 1133.

Rotated axis to 280°(T) at 1201, base course is 280%(7).

Crubiv 10, Crubiv 14, SAW JULN, -and DULUTH formed astern of Bat-
Div 8, in that order to conduct gunnery exercise. MABSACHUSETTS lead-
ing column. :

Completed gunnery exercise at 1502.

Formed 5 "Roger®, course and axis 180°(L), speed 10 kno‘os.
BALTTHORE guide, bearing 090°(T), distance 8900 yards.

. Comirander Task Group 38,1 assumed tactical conrsa,nd of Task

. Group 38,1 at 1641,

..'?5..
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2230 CGn course 00O%(T) proceeding to support position south-

east of CKIMAWL,

SUBMLPTRD

-
. h
w

Commander s U
Navigator.

Captain, V.8, Kavy,
Commandi. i47o
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File No.
BB59/A12~1/416~3
_ U.8.8. MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENTTAL ' RAR DIARY ' f
SO AL B DL fe e
1 JUNE 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
| 250-50,51 N 250-19,7 N T269.03,8' K

129 —19 VAR 12805044 E 1239015, B

St.eamng in company with Task Group 38.1 enrcute to support position
southeast of OKINAWA, Zone mim:.s(-?) nine time being kept.

) Fueled destroyers during merning watch., This ship fueled the TAUSSIG,
BLUE, SCHROEDER and SWENSQM, beginning at 0558; complated fueling oper-
ationg at 0815,

At 2237 joined Task Group 38.4 and Commender Task Force 38 in the
SHANGRI~IA., Formed fleet Disposition 5 "William", axis 0309(T), course
130°(T), speed 18 knots, Tack Group 38.4 is guide in station #l.

During the day carriers launched routine patrols.

Task Group 38.1 is presently organized as follows:

Third Fleet ~ Admiral W.F. HALSEY, USN, in

. _ MISSOUHL, :
Tagk Force 38 - Vice Admiral J.S. MC CAIN, Usw,
( ComSecondCarTaskForPac ),
SHANGRI-LA.
Tagk Group 38.1 - Resr Admiral J.J. CLARK, USN
(CombarDiv 5), in HORNET,
Task Unit 38.1.1 - Carriers ~ Rear Admirel J.J. CLARK, USN,
HORNET (FF _
BENNINGTON (F) - Rear Admiral T.L. SPRAGUE, USH.
RELLEAU WOOD
SAN JACINTO

Task Unit 38,1.2 - Support Unit - Rear Aduiral J.F. SHAFROTH, USK,

(ComBatDiv 8), in MASSACHUSETTS,

Task Unit 38,1.21 ~ Battleshing - Rear Admirsel. J.F. SHAFROTH, USN.
MASSACHUSETTS (F§ -
mm

© CruPiv 10 zlesa BOS‘}.‘(N AND Q&NBEBRK) :
: BALTTMORE (F) -

PITTSBURGH

QUINCY -

CruDiy 18 _

ATLANTA (r)

WIUTH

SaN . JUAT , L
Eaak Undt 3§=l.3 - Screen - Captain T.H. HEDERMAN, USHN,

DesBon 61 :
PésRon 25
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2 JUNE 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
269-10,1' N 255245, N | 50-08.0' N
129%.52,5' B 1290.39,1% E 129%-34.,2' E

In canpany with Task &mup 38.1 operating southeast of CKINAWA
in support of OKINAWA operations.
At 0426 stood to Air Attack for dawn alert; secured at 0521,
Fueled destroyers during morning watch. Commencing at 0555 this
ghip fueled the COLLETT, SWENSON, and HARRISON,
At 1642 rotated fome.tion axis to 20°(T),
During the day cerriers launched routine patrols.

. 3 JUNE 1945
0800 Popitien 1200 Position 2000 Poaition
269-13,2' N T250.55.31 1 250-31.61 N
130°-24.0! E 1250-45,3" E 129°~53.41 E

Steaming in company with Task Group 38.1 southeast of OKINAWA in
support of OKINAWA coperations.
AL 0427 stood-to ﬁa.r Attack for regular dawn alert; segured at 0527,
Rotated formation axis left to 150C0(T) at 0600; to (T} at 0609,
Fueled destroyers during morming wateh. This shlp fueled the 8.H.
MOORE and TAUSSIG and SWENSON; cample'bed at 0819,
At 0935 the Watch was daubled in the anti-aircraft batieries as
an unidentified aircraft was reporied in ihe area.
. Rotated formation axis to 090°(T) at 1620,
“No further reports on unidentified aireraft and at 1640 single
Watch was set; Condition of Readiness III.
- During the day carriers launched strikes on Amawi O Shima and
on Kyushu, plus routine patrols. :
' 2310 This Task Group began retiring south to fueling area.

_ 4 JUNE 1945

0800 Pogition _.1!: Position - 2000 _Position
% ""2}.-5' H 23 07' N 220“3900.' N
128°-49,3" E o 1299-34.7' E 131°9-28.0' E

In company with Task Group 38,1 retiring southward to fueling - |
rendezvous. Commander Battleship Division EIGHT is Officer ini Tacticel 1
1

Command, -
At 0548 formed fueling Disposition 5 "Fox", course and axis 110%(T),

‘speed 10 imots. _
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A% 0820 alongside port side of ESCAMBIA to receive fuel oil,
BRUSH alongside our port guarter at 0840 to deliver mail, o

At 0930 this group was directed to cease fueling operations and
retire on 110°(T) at best possible speed in order to avoid a typhoon
which was reported to be southwest of the force.

At 0953 formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger™, course 1100(T),
axis 160°(T), speed 12 knots; MASSACHUSETIS designated gnide,

At 1102 heavy units were directed to fuel desiroyers who did not
fuel from tankers. This ship fueled the SCHROEDER; campleting oper—
atien at 1139,

1200 Rebgring: on 110°(T) at 1k knots, The logistic group (Task
Group 30.8) is.in company with us,

At about 1500 the SAN JUMN and BELLBAU WOCD were debached and
m;g over o fueling group to fuel. They returned to this formation
at 20

At 2005 Task Group 38.4 joined us and Cummander Task Force 38
assumed tactical command of Task Foree 38. At 2009 Commander Task
Group 38.1 assumed tactical command of Task Group 38.1. :

Puring the day, from noon until dark, weather wgs Intermittently
bad with occasional squalls accompanied by high winds 2nd heavy rain.

w? B

5 JUNE 1945 - -
0800 Pogition 100 Position 2000 Position
22;-—&7.5-' N w37, 2 K 235-08'.7’ K

132%10.58 E 132°%-25,9' & 132°-01.5' E

"~ By 0100, 5 June 1945, the baromeier had dropped to 29.42. The .
wind was force 7, causing & heavy swell, From 0100 until shorily before -
- 0700 the force of the storm increased, as is indicated by the table
below, showing the barometer and force of the wind from 0100 until
ROO; 5 June 1945, - L

. - At about 0630 the wibll increased to an estimated 100 knots. 4
number of ships reported having serious difficulty, PITTSBURGH, ldsing
" her bow and DULUTH hawving her bow buckled.

" At approximately 0700 this ship passed through the “eye® of the
typhoon. The barometer dropped to 28.30, the wind dropped teo 26
knots aod the vigibility increased from a few hundred Feet to about’
10,000 yards. 7he ceiling rose from zero te an estimated 5,000 feet
and the cirecular structure of the typhoon was. clearly discernible..
Seas in the typhoon's eye were mountainous, being much greater even
than those encountered when the wind was estimated at 100 knots,

. After the ship passed through the Heye® of the st?rm, the winds

and seas begen to.subside and the barowster.rose steadily.
: MASSACHUSETTS suffered only miner damage from the storm, the
principal casualty being the destruction of one of our Kingfishers,

which was damaged beyond repair.

2
-9 -
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BB59/A12~1/A16-3 U.S.5. MASSACHUSETIS
CONFIDENTIAL, " WAR DIARY

As the ships of the Task Group had been scatiered by the stomm
it was necesgsary to reform, and at 1203 ships in the vieinity of
DUIVTH formed on her as guide, taking stations designated, &t 1302
formed 5 -"Roger®, course 2500(T), axis 270°%(T), speed 6 knots.

At 1525 HORNET and INDIANA rejoined the formation, and et 2114
TUXEMBOURG VICTORY joined, baving been separated from her ocwn group,

¥

5 JUNE 1945: :
TIME BAROUMETER FORCE OF ¥IND
0100 20,42 7
v . Q206 29.39 _ 8
0300 29.29 9
0400 29.15 9 '
0500 28,96 10 :
0700 28.30 5
0800 28.72 iz '
0900 29,18 11 '
1000 29.34 8
1100 2942 7
1200 29.55 5
6 JUKE 1945
Position 1200 Position Pogition
242.-2?-3' N 2AL°=-23.6'" N : 21&5-30'-.h' N
129°=36.6" E 129°%-27. 7' E 129 =24.6' B

_ Steaming in company with Task Group 38.1 southeast of OKINATA.
We are in company with the fusling group and intend to fuel at dawn,

At 055} Commander Battleship Division FIGHT was designated Officer
in Tactical Command, : _ _

A 0625 formed fueling Disposition 5 MFox"; course and axis
075%(T), speed 10 knots. s _

. 0800 HARRISON alongside starboard quarter te deliver mail,
I0XEMBOURG VICYTORY left formation, _
. Changed course and axis of Disposition at 0921 to 270°(T), At
0947 alongside port side of KANKAKEE to receive fuel dilj completed
fueling at 1340, : :

At 132 formed alr defense formation 5 "Victor Dogh, axis 2709(T).
On course 180°(T) steaming at 14 knots, MNASSACHUSETTS guide., At 1430
commenced Wsurprise burst® anti-sireraft practice. .

At 1500 this ship spotted floating mine and steered out right te
_avoid it. Mine was reported to Officer in Tactical Command and des~
. troyer SWENSON destroyed it., Ceased gunnery exercise at 1557.
At 1635 formed 5 "Roger™; course and axis 2709(T), speed 18 knots,
At 1755 Commander Task Group 38.1 assumed tactical command of Task Group

33.1-
ER

=80 -
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BB59/A12-1/A16-3 U.8.S. MASSACHISETTS
CONFIDENTIA. WAR DIARY

At 2123 BON HOMME RICHARD, TOPEKA, OKLAHOMA CITY, and RINGGCLD
Joined this formation and took stations.

| 7 JUNE 1945 |
Position 1200 Position 2000_Fosition A
250-0ly.5' N 250-48.00 X 259-43.5' K
129°-53.0t E 129°-30. 4 B ' 129029, W E

Operating in waters southeast of OKIHAKA, i‘urniah:t.ng air support
to ground operations,

General Quarters for dawn alert at 0.!;30, secured at 0530,
MASSACHUSETTS designated formation gulde as carriers launched planes
for fighter sweeps end. strikes at dawn.

Formation axis rotated to 290%(T), into the wind, at 0556.

MC KEE alongside to fuel at 0714; operation campleted at O7L0.
Transferred 16,800 gallons fuel oil,

Formation axis rotated to 310°(T) at 1030 and to 340°(T) at 1039
following & shift in the wind,

COLLETT alongside at 1514 to ‘deliver official meil., SWENSON
alongside to fuel at 1630; operation completed at 1702, Transferred
31,500 gallons fuel oil,

At 1727 jetlisoned siveraft #09676 which had been damaged so
badly during the recent typhoon that repair wes impossible, Prior
to being jeltisoned the plane was stripped of all removable gear.

& JUNE 1945
0800 Posi.tion : 1200 Position 2000 Position
25°-1+9 7N 268-59.2' N 259056441 N
133%-26,1¢ & 133 06,5 E 132°-32,0' B

Manned General Quarters stations for dawn alert at 0413; secured
at 0513,

At dawn carriers launched Combat Air Patrols and = fighter sweep
followed by a strike against air fields and aircraft in KYUSHU,

Formetion axis rotated to 310°(T) at 0932.

During morning fusled DE HAVEN, ard during aftermoon fueled
BARRISON,.

. At 1146 all hands manned Air Attack stations upon instructions
of Task Group Commander; secured at 1154 as the unidentified airerafi
was fourd to be friendly.

At 1434 set Air Defense Condition IT,
BENNINGTON, screened by JOHN RODGERS end MC KEE, left the formation
at 1806 to proceed to leyte Gulf,

. _ - 9 JUNE 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Fosition
240-09,9" N 229.08,3' N 239-50,5 N
1320-13,5* B 1320=L7. 4" B 134906,8' E
-8l
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|

i

K

DECLASST;

‘Rendezvoused .with fueling group at 'dawn. At 0550 fomed fueling
Dispoai.tim 5 -“mﬂi :
' Along port side of MANATEE at 0843 to fuel. TWINING alongside
;8 port at 1043 to transfer personnel and mail, TWINING cleared at
55,

Completed fueling and left side of MANATEE at 1056, Took
station in firing column for gunnery exercises,

At 1245 formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger®, course 095°(T) s
axis 070°(T), speed 10 knots.

RINGGOLP aleng pert guarter-at 1503 to deliver official mail,

During afternoon carriers of the task group launched fighter
sweeps and alr strikes against MINAMI TATTIO JIMA and OKINO DALITO
Jxﬂis At 1615 DE HAVEN alongside to del:.ver official; cleared side
at 1637,

Formation axis rotated to 090°(T) at 1710,

ALt 1741 ComBatDiv 8 assumed tactical command of BatPiv 8, .
BatDiv 8, screeped by Deabiv 121 left Task Group 38.1 and proceeded
toward MINAMI DAITO JIMA.

DE HAVEN alongside to receive official mail at 1859,

- e'nr_
. i,

10 JUNE 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 200 Position
255-@&.& - 21,0-3G,97 N 239-12,41 N
131 -14.9' B 131°-33. 4\ E 1319-12,3' B

Task Group 30,2 (Batdiv 8 aml DesDiv 121) pmceedn.ng to MINAMY :
DAITO JIMA for bombardment. i
. General (uatters. stations manned at 0500, Launched one plane for !
apotting at 0530, Ab 0620.opened.fire with main battery at designated f
targets on MINAMI DAXTO- JIMA, At 0724 completed firing main battery.
LComnenced firing secondary battery at 0728, Ceased firing secondsry
battery at 0800. At 0829 recovered one aircraft by "Oharlie“ mebhod,
At 1350 Taak Unit 30,2 joined Task Group 38.1, t ass;.gned
stations in cruising Disposition 5 “Boger" course 350°(T);
OO(T)’ speed 18 knots.

11 JUNE 1945
0800 FPogition - - 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
205-19.1:,' N o 1593720 N 180.12,7V N
129 -'1;8 h' 129%-36.,2' E 1290-25,6 B

Forma.tzon axis rotated to 150°(T) at 0543. COLLETT alongside to

starboard at 0633 for official mail.
At 0852 Commander Task Unit 38.1.2 assumed tactical command, Con

ducted gunnery exercise, firing 5% and machine gun batteries.
Exercised at Alr Attack station for drill from 1325 to 1454. Con-

ducted additional gunnery exercises.
#
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At 1806 Task Unit 38.1.2 rejoined Task Group 38.1, taking station 7

in Disgposition 5 "Roger“

12 JUNE 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
359°50.3) TLST59.90 N " 130-07.61 K
1.29%44,,01 1-: 129°%-30,6' B 127°-55,2! E

At dawn Task Group 38,1.5 was detached from Task Group 38,1 ang
proceeded independently, conducting tactical exercises,

' A% 1110 the ship exercised at general driils, Guunery exercises
conducted from 1400 to 1534. At 1555 formed cruising Disposition 4
ASugar? 9 "Sugar¥; course and axis 225%(T), speed 17 knots,

- SCHRCEDER alongside at 1808 to transfer patient for medieal
attention,

B JUNE 1945
0800 Position | 1200 Position
1094156 N 10°~53.1¢ N
127°-01.0' E 1269-09.3" E

At 05092 2ll hands manned General Quarters stations for main
battery practice firing. BatDiv 8 formed on MASSACHUSETTS at (510.
lannched one aircraft at 0551 for spelting purposes.

At 0607 began gunnery exercises, firing main and secondary
batteries at towed target, Completed gunnery exercises at 0656, Re~
covered one aircraft at 0743

Formed 4 *"Victor® 9 ¥Sugar® at 1106. The Task Unit entered Leyte
Guif and proceeded toward San Pedro Bay.

- At 1638 anchored in Berth #102, San Pedro Bay, leyte Gulf,
Philgppine Islands.

Began following nompal port routine, as permitted hy.fueling,
proﬁsiening and routine maintenance and repair work, Basically, the
Port. War Watch is set, with a doubled Watch being maintained in the
anti-aircreft battery, The ship is in Materisl Condition "X-RayY,
but during darkness Condition "Yoke" is set, below the second deck.
Condition III is set in the anti-aircraft battery from an hour before
to an hour after sunrise and sunset.
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BB59/A12~1/A26-3 U.5.8 MASSACHISETTS

CONFIDENTIA. ' WAR DIARY

I, JUNE 1945: At 113L SUBLICO alongside to port to deliver £uel, Come
pleted fueling at 1340, after receiving 9,094 barrels of fuel oil.
Compenced provicionlng ship at 2315, -

15 JUNE 1945: Recelved machine gun a.munition from LSM #1051, Began
receiving GSK stores from LSM along starboard quarter. Continued
provisioning. _ -

. +
16 JUNE 1945: BUCYRUS VICTORY (AK 234) alongside to port to deliver
apmnition at 1016. At 1255 BCL #3065 received to starboard for
transfer of ammanition, :

17 JUNE 19L5: At 0715 BUCYRUS VICTORY cleared port side. Conducted
training flight s during morning end efternoon., Conmbimed to receive
emmnition from IGT's, .

BLUEFIFLD VICTORY alongside to port with ammunition at 1800,

18 JUNE 1945: At 0750 BLUEFIELD VICTORY cleared port side, having
campleted delivery of 16" ammunition. Foutine flights for training
conducted during morming and afigrnoon, '

19 JUNE 1945: Diving operations were conducted during morning and
afternoon.

At 0905 Bear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH, Jr., USN, Commsnder Battleship
Pivision EIGHT, temporary Commander Battleship Sq:adm ™0, hauled
down his flag in MASBACHUSETTS and left the ship to pmceed to SGUTH
DAKOTA, having previously assumed temporary daties as Cameander
Battleshlp Squddron TWO. &dmmistrative Comnander Hattleship Division
EIGHT is in INDIANA, '

Routine flights were conducted during morning for training purposes.
20 JUNE 1945: Gonducted flight operat:l.ons during morming for traiping

purposes,.

2l JUNE 19452 Flig'at operations conducted during mormng ag ezxercise.
- Biving operstions for purpose of installing a down hand chain were

conduc ted during morming.

)2 JUNE 19458: Holsted cubt one plane at 0900 for test hop. RacaVered
at 1104, Received LCT #685 alongside to pe-rt. at 1513 ; delivered 3,000
gallons fresh water,

23 JUNE 1945: Condmcbted flight exercises for training from 1354 toc 1635,

JUNE J9k5: At 0842 Commander Third Fleet ordered s1l ships present
attached to the Third Fleet to set Condition I in the anti-aireraft
 batteries, as an unidentified plane was spproaching. A1l hands manned

Air Attadc stations. Set Material Condition "Zebra", At 0855 the
~ plane was identified as friendly; set the normsl Watch and Material
Condition of RBeadiness.
3 .
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CONMFIDENTTAL WAR DIARY

At D900 hoisted out one aireraft for routine flight; plane
recovered at il35.
. GEISBCK alongside to port at 0920 to deliver fuel, Operation
completed at 1127; MASSACHUSETTS receiving 10,214 gallons fuel oil,
Additional flight. operations conducted during afternoon.

25 _JUNE 1945 Captain's Inspection held from 0910 to 1045, at which
time 81l hands assembled forward for a meritorious mast at which time
the Captaln commended varicus members of the crew for oubstanding
performance of duty.

During afterncon aircraft conducted test hops.

26 JUNE 1948: Alireraft conducted routine flights during morning and
afternoon. .

27 JUNE 19i5: BHoisted out one plane for training fllght at 1300°
recovered ab 1558,

28 JUNE 1945: At 2140 exercised at Fire Drill; secured at 2215,

29 JURE 194%: Aireraft conducted routine practice flights.

30 JUNE 1945t Underway at 0559 to shift to Berth #901 in anti-aircraft
firing area, Leyte Gulf, BHaneuvered on various courses and at various
speeds to conform to course of Channel. AL 0837 anchored in Berth #’901.
Boisted out one aircraft for {raining flight at 0844,
During morning and aftermoon conducted gunnery exercises, firing
5" and wachine gaun batteries, - Becured from exercises at 1600,
. At 1553 underway to return to Berth #102, SAN PEDRO BAY, Leyte
Gulf, At 1837 anchored in Berth #102.

Nav:.gator.

Ccmzmding.
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BB59/ A12-1/416~3 _ : 60/ rm
U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS

CONFIDENTIA. . WAR _DIARY
1 JULY 1945
1200 Posit_ion' | | 2000 Position
109-45,0t N - "é‘z 21N
1260-24,7' E 1279-0:10

U:ﬁerway Trom Berth #102, Sen Pedro Bay, Leyte (ulf, Philippine
Islands at 0557 in accordence with Comnander Task Group 38.1- Sortie
Plan #2-45. Under overall command of Commander THIRD Fleet, Admiral
W.F. HALSEY, USN, Zone minus nine (-9} time in use.

: MASSACHUSETTS is sortieing as a unit of Support Unit ONE, under
tactical command of Rear Admirel J.F. SHAFROTH, USH, in SCUTH DK OTA.
Bupport Unit ONE consists of:

SOUTH DAKOTA .
MASSACHUSETTS
INDIANA
TOPEKA
ATLANTA
DAYTON -
OKLAHCHMA CITY
AMSTERDAM
JOHN RODGERS
HARRISON

UG KEE
HINGGOLD
SCHROEDER
DASHIELL
COGSEELL
CAPERTON

- DNGERSOLL
RNAPP.

At 0945 formed crulsing Disposition 4 "SugarY 9 HSugar!, Formed
cru.ls:i.ng Disposition 4 #Victor! ¢ "Sugar at 1230, for ambi-aircraft
exercises as directed in ComBatHon TWO Training Flan dated 25 dJune 1945.
Garnery exerclsea conducted from 1300 to 1600,

Formed cruising Disposition 4 "Sugar® 9 "Sugsr® at 1609. _

At 1659 BatDiv 8 formed for night surface firing exercises, at
1840 mammed General Quarters stations., Commenced firing main battery at
1953, Commenced firing secordary battery at 2032. Concluded gumery
exercises and secured from General Quarters 'at 2040.

- 86 —
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CONFIDEN TTAL

0800 Position
13-09,6' N
BOP-09,. 4t B

U.8.8, MASSACHUSETTS

WAR DIARY
2 JULY 1945

1200 Position
130-.31,07 N
130°-22,31 &

2000, Fosition
13°9-51.0' N
1310-13,0' B

In company with Task Unit 3&.1.2 conducting training exercises

while enroute to rendezvous with Task Group 30.8,

SCOUTH DAKCTA is ComTask Unit 38.1.2,
At 0618 formed Task Force 3k, Disposition i; "Sugar?, T0WA guide.

Task Force 34 is organigzed as follows:

Ta sk Fome 24 - Heavy Surface Striking Force — Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH,

Tagk Group 3h.1 - Battle Line

RBatDiv 7

Iﬁkﬁﬁ& (F)

WISCGHSIN (F)

MISSCURT (FFF)}
BatBiv. 6 . .
NORTH CAROLINA (F)
CALABAMA
BatDiv. 8
SOUTH DARKOTA (FF)
INDIAKA
MASSACHISETTS
DesDiv 100

Tagk Group 34.2

- Yipht Forces

Smbiv 10
. QUINCY {F)
BOSTON
CHICAGO
5T. PAUL
DesDiv 107,108

- 87 -

ComBatRon 2 in

USN, (ComBatRon 2) in
SWTH DAKCTA.
- Rear Admirel BADGEN, USH.
_ Bear Admirsl BADGER, USH.

- Rear Admiral DENFIELD,
USN, (ComBatDiv 9),

~ Rear Admiral COOLEY, USH,

~ Bear Admival WILTSE, USH.
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CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

Launched plane. #9398, Ensign F,E. D NCAN, (AL), USNR, passenger
HILL, H.E., ARM3c, USMR, at 0800. Launched plane #130%56, Iieutenant
A.B. CENEDELLA pilot, Hnsign P.L. ROBERTS m ssenger at 0805, Formed
approach disposition four at 0820, :

Exercises at maneuvering during morning and forencon. &t 0843
General Qoarters for drill; secured at 101h. :

Recovered both planes at 1030,

At 1107 formed 4 "Sugar BombM, axis 280°%(T), speed of guide
12 imots.

During afternoon exerciseéd at gunnery anti-aircraft practz.ce.
Formed 4 Wictor Borb" at 1435. Completed gunnery exercises at 15(B.

Formed 4 "Sugar Bomb" at 1508,

At 185l on course 057°(T), at 18 knots.

3 JULY 1945
Q800 Position | 1200 Position ' 2000 Position
15022t X 150-22.2" N 160-06,57 N
133%-17.2' & 1330-14,0) B 133°-48.9! B

Continuing training exercises as unit of Bombardment Group "Ablel,

Task Unit 34.8.1.

Fueled destroyers during mormng. This ship fueled WALKER, ABBOTT,

HEERMANN and HALE.

- 871 -
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Conducted tactical exercises from 0907 to 1134,

Gumnery exercises conducted dubing afterncon, all ships firing
anti-aircraft battery at towed sleeves from formation 4 “Vlctor Bomb!.
Formed Disposition 4 "Sugar BombY at 1437.

At 1700 rendezvoused with Task Group 38.1
5 WRoger", course 050°(T), axis 000°(T), speed 18 knots,

in Disposition
. BENNIRGTON gaid
Taslc Group

e,
38.1 is composed as follows:

Task Force 38

Taslk Group 38.1 - Fast Carrier Group ONE

Ta.sk Unit

BENNINGTON (F}
LEXINGTON
HANCOCK
BELLEAU HOCD
SAN JACINTO

and took ass:z_gned station

- Vice Admiral J.S5. McGAIN,
(ComSecondCarTask-

UsH,
ForPac) in SHANGRI-LA.

USN, in BEMHINGTON,

f;:g%"\ ;
2 2
232
=1

38,1,2 ~ Support Unit - Rear Adwiral J.F. SHAFROTH,

Task Unit 38.1.3 - Battleships
SOUTH DAKOTA (F) .

INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
Task Unit 38.1.4 ~ Cruisers
CruDiv 18
"FOPEKA (F)
DULUTH
ATLANTA
BAYTON
Cruiiv 2D
OKLAHOMA CITY
ALSTERDAM
Tagk Unit 38.1.5 - Screen -
SAN JUAN ()
DesRon 61
DesRon 25
b JULY 1945
0800 Fosition - 1200 Pogition
172-31.3" N 17°31,1F K
135%-38. 1t E 135°-36.9' E
&
- 88 -

Ust, (ComBatBon 2) in
SOUTH DAKQTA,

- Rear Admiral HOLDEN, USN,

in TOFEEA.

Commodore SILPSCH, USH,

in SAN JUAN

2000 Position
180-31,1' N
1370737.8‘- E

| Gene Slover's US Navy Pages
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Steaming toward fueling area at approximately 25-30 N, 149-40 E.
Foeled destroyers after dawn, this ship fueling MADDOX and DE HAVEN,

At 0741 BaiDiv 8 formed and conducted gumery and tactical exercises,

BIUE along port guarter at 1120 to transfer official mail,

" Rejoined Task Force 38, taking essigned station in Disposition 5
WRoger" at 1535, At 1555 formed Disposition 5 ¥VWictor® and conducted
adg‘:i.tional gumery exercises, Formed cruising Dispesiiion 5 "Roger® at
1726, \

S.N. MOOBE alongside at 1755 to transfer T D D drone.

5 JULY 1945
080(] Pos:.‘blon ' 1200 Position _ - .2000 Position
19 ~55.6% N 200—-29-9' N _ 20“-57 AN
i3g 016 SHE 40 --09 ¢! B 140 —1;3 0L E

Steaming toward fueling rendezvous prior te launching air strikes.

Fueled destroyers during merning, this ship fueling MC XBE, BRUSH
and TAUSSIC, _

Exerciged at Air Attack for drill at 0900.

6 JULY 1945
0800 Posz.tion 1200 Position 2000 Position
220-17 ov N 220-27.6V N 239-09. 47 N
142°-37.91 B  3%-15.6' B 14P-11.7" B

. Fueled destroyers shortly after dawn, this ship fueling I-LFL]&ZRISO*\T
and SCHROEDER, RINGGOLD alongside at 0720 to transfer official mail.
Carriers laanched routine pabrols during day.
Exercised at Genersl Quarters for drill at 1015,
At 1524 Bisposition 5 "Victor" was formed for anti-aircrafb exercises
from 1600 to 1700. Formed cruising Bisposition 5 "Roger® at 1712,

7 JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
23°-54,11 ¥ 24°-01.4' N 240-29. 4 N
LOOBOT B - 923,10 B 1479-26.2' B

Proceeding northward toward fuellng rendesvous,
‘Fueled desiroyers durmg morming, MASSACHUSETTS fueling COLLETT and

KHAPF,
Gurnery drills conducted in foremoan pemod.

At 1450 formed Tisposition 5 "Wictor" and commenced firing anti-aircraft

battery at towed sleeves. Fxercise completed at 1700. Formed eruising

Disposition 5 "Roger®,
Carriers launched rout:me patrols clurlng day.

-89 -~
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BB59/A12~1/A16~3 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENEIAL — | WAR DIARY

| 8 JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
250=29,2% N ' 25"-—13 3t N 2595371 .
U9o-11.7" E _ 148°-34.2! E _ 147°-52.8" B

Rendezvonsed with tanker group at dawn and comienced fuellng exercise,
At 0518 formed 5 "Fox®, course 240°(T), speed 10 knots, NECSHO guide.

Engaged in anti-aircraft firing exercises from 0940 to 1031, firing
at T D B drones. Alongside NESHANIC to refuel at 1137,

JOHN RODGERS alongside at 1310 te receive radic material, Emergency
WZebral was set at 1310 as 8.N. ¥OORE had p0531ble sound confact which was
later ewaluated to be false,

At 1330 SCHROEDER alongside to deliver mail.

Cleared side of NESHANIC at 1551. At 1602 formed Disposition 5 "Roger",

_ 9 JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Posiﬁion
287~15.6' N 9472V K ' 31°-41.0' K.
147°-00,8' E : 146%42,2! B 145°-0%,6' E

Proceeding toward strike position., Fueled JOHN ROBGERS, MC KEE,
and HABRRISON during early morning.

AL 0809 MADDOX destroyed a mine about 3000 yards off our port bow.

A mumber of floating mines were encountered during the marm.ng :m.d were -
sunk or detonmated by destroyers.

At 1800 the Captain addvessed the crew as follows:

HSometime ago I directed that CinCPac's communique be reproduced in
cur daily press sheet, Although it may be not as receat as other press
which is copied it is extremely accurate and is devoted to Pacific oper-
ations of which we are 2 part, That has given you the past operations. -

_ - WYou have noted that the Odnawa operation has been considered as con-

cinded. Although some mopping up may be going on, Tkinawa no longer re-—

quires divect support of the fast carrier task force ie Task Force 38 of

which we are a part. Further amphibicus operations are undoubtedly being

. planned by High Command and will take place as soon as everybhing is ready.
" "In the meantime continuous pressure must be exerted against the

enenly, Okinswa has assumed the role of an offensive base and you will hear

more and more of air operations from that lecation. The B—-293 you read of

daidy in the press. - Their numbers will increase and they will be joined

by B-32s whose perfom.ance and bomb load is coemparible te the B-29.

" MTasgk Foree 38 is stronger than ever this time, We have three groups
each containing 5 carriers. We have a total of 8 fast batileships meny
new cruylsers and a much more comfortable mmber of destroyers than last
time,

"Tomorrow moming at dawn from waters east of Tokye we will send many’

. @iy strikes against that area. We hope it will he a surprise., There are

e goad. part of the Jap.airfielids. in the Tokyo area and They probably cone

tain many  of thelr alrcraft. There may be a v1oilen'b reactmn to our visit.
.
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CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

It is our job to take care of any that get by the aircraft patrols. Cur ¢ &
owny task group 38.1 hag the Imeray seat again on the western side near- :
est Tokyo.

fIn a day or so if a&ll goes well the battleships have an 1nteres't.1ng
assignment. BatDiv & and a heavy cruiser will go well up north and
bombard shore instaliations on the island of Hokkaido. Larrier aircraft
will cover us, This will take us into waters which may contain anchored
mines and pogsibly close enough for eneny shore battery fire. We will use
fuil charge 16%,

"Fe will then replenish at sea and be prepared for further operatiofis,
This will keep uas busy t&nrm:ghout the month of July. )

U1 know you would like some word about the probable time of our de-
parture for the Havy Yard, There has been nothing official., I feel certain
that in the normal course of events we will be the next fast battleship
to go back., Many factors influence the actual date and decision to send
us some of ithem being, the desire to keep ag many as possible in the Oper-—
ating area, the work load in theé Nayy yard, and the desire to keep these
ships in & good state repair,

My best guess is that unless something happens to one of the other
fast battleships, we will start owr trip home some time in the first ten.
days of August. Lets have a nice trip back so don't let yowr feet lag
on the way to your battle station and keep your eyes busy watchmg for
those enany planes in your own quadrant of the ship."

Fig

10 JULY 1945
0800 FPosition ' .]200 Fosition _ ' 2000 P‘oé'ition
33:"56 5 N IS IR ' 349-22,3' N
12°-21,81 E 14,20-38,8! B 143°-05,0' 'K

Manned air abttack stations for dawn alert at 0325, At 0435 set

" Air Defense Condition I "Basy®. DAYTON designabed formation gnide, at
0346, as carriers began launching heavy air strikes against the Tokyo
ares of HONGHU.

Fueled DASHIELL, INGERSOLL and RINGGOLD shortly after sunrise.

At 1225 CA‘PERTON reported sound wmuntact. The task group was man—
euveredavay from the location by emergency signals.

At 1321 Air Defense Condition set, and at }_326 BDisposition 5-
"FictorM formed. No attacks developed, however, and at 1356 refommed
eruising Disposition 5 “Roger" At 1410 set Air Defense Condition I
WEagyte . _

BENNINGTON designated gu:l.de at 3_602;..

At 1929 set normal watch in the anti-aireraft Da.ttery.
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11 JULY 1945 _
0800 Position 1200 Position | 2000 Position
35 =187 N 369-03.41 N 38°-03,51 N
147°-19.0' E 17%-45.71 E 149°-17.61 B

Proceeding toward fueling srea., Fueled destroyers shortly after
davn. This ship fueled BRUSH, S.H. MOORE, JOHN RODGERS and WG KEE,
At 1344 formed Disposition 5 "Wictor"? for gunnery esmercises. At
1200 began firing anti-aireraft battery at towed sleeves. Exercise
completed at 1400. Formed cruising Disposition 5 HRoger®™ at 1403.
Carriers launched routine patrols during day.

12 JULY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
z;o:~u.3' N KOO-L1.6Y N LOO=50.6' N
1/g7-37,1t E 14902641 B 148°-06,8' B

At Q155 SCUTH DK OTA, JOHN RODGHERS and SAN JUAN reporited sighting
torpedo tracks, Emergency "Zebra" was set below the second deck and the
task group maneuvered by emergency signals. No submarine contact was
obtained by the screen.

Rendegvoused with tanker group at dawn. Formed Dispositicn 5 "Fox!
at 0421, course and axis 330°(T), speed 10 knots.

Destroyers fueled shortly after sunrise. MASSACHUSETTS fueled
SCHEOEDER, JOBN RODGERS, DE HAVEN, TAUSSIG and HARRISON,

At 0433 DE HAVEN alongside to transfer personnel; BLUE alongside to
deliver official neil ab 0623,

Alongside KASKASKIA to fuel at 0826, 8.N. HMOORE alongside to transfer
personmnel at 0920. MERTZ alongside at 1037 to deliver personnel, Cleared
side of KASKASKIA at 1353 and took station in firing line for anti-aircraft
firing. )

Formed cmising Disposition 5 "Roger® at 1210, course 180°(7T), axis
000°(El, speed 10 knots. 1223 SCHROEDER alongside to iransfer persomnel.

13 JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
L0°-38. 40 N LOV=10 11 N L0046, 27 B
145°-00,3t E 14,69-11,8! E : 146%230,5t B

Schsdiled strikes against northern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO were not
launched because of squally weather, Only routine air patrels were put
into the alr by the carviers. '

At 0250 all hands manned Alr Attack stations for dawn alert; secured

at 0347, . | |
Fueled destroyers during afternoon, this ship fueling BIUE and TAUSSIG.

L
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14 JULY 1945 ;
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
400-23,3' N 399-23,71 N - 390-45, 7V N
143°%-25.7t B 142°-10.71 E L P06 E

Ay Attack for dawn alert at 0306° secured at OhD6. AY dawn carriers
Launched fighter sweeps and strikes against Japanese air fields in North~
ern HONSHU and HOKKAIDO,

et 0604 Commander of Task Unit 34.8.1, Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH,
USN, in SCUTH DAKOTA, assumed tactical command of Task Unit 34.8.1, which
wa.s debached from Task Group 38.1 to proceed with the bombardment of
KAMATISHT on the Island of HONSHU.
Tagk Unit 34.8.1 is organized as follows:

Third Fleet - Admiral W,.F. HALSEY, USH,
_ in MISSOUHL.
Task Unit 34.8.1 ~ Bombardment Group Able =~ Rear Admiral SBHAFROTH, USN,
Task Unit 34,8.11 ~ Battleship Unit -~ Rear Admiral SHAFROTH, USH.
Batmv 8 (less ALABAMA, plus SOUTH
DAKOTA),
SOUTH DAKCOTA (¥)
INDIARA
MASSACHUSETTS
Task Unit 34.8.12 ~ Cruiser Unit -~ Rear Admiral WILTSE, U3N,

Cruliv 3.0 (less BALTTIWORE, BOSTON and
CANBERRA, plus CHICAGO).
QUIRCY (¥)
] CHICAGO
Task Unit 34.8.13 ~ Destroyer Streen
Van Unit
DesDiv 95 ~ Section (Une
Rear Unit
Destiv 95 - Section Two
Fiank Unit
Deshiv 96

Captain HEDERMAN, USN,

Formation 4 "Sugar Bowb® formed at 0?05. The task unit steamed
toward the target on course 2250(T), speed 23 knots.

.The Japanese mainland was sighted by our lockwmtis at 0842. At 1016
il hands manned General GQuarters stations for bombardment., MASSAGHUSETTS!
primry target is JAPAN IRON and STEEL WORKS, one of the largest steel
works in Japan.

Commenced. i‘:mmg main battery atb 1213; ceased firing et 1409 after
expending 300 rounds high capacity. There were no casualties,

Upon completion of bombardment, retired toward Task Force 3 and at

.2120 re,jo:med Ta sk Group 28,1,
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15 JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
37,0V N =009V K LOP-22.8% W
144°-53.3¢ B 145%-13.7¢ & 1450-31.7' &

Launched heavy air strikes against enemy air facilities and industrial
targets on northern HONSHU and HOKKATDO and against enemy shipping in ad-
jacent waters. Monned Adr Attack stations for dawn alert sounded at 0258,
Set Air Defense Condition I MEasyM at 0352.

At 0715 recovered two aireraft by "Charlie! wethod. Guide was shifted
to SOUTH BAKOTA and tactical commnd shifted to ComTask Um.t 53,1.2 during
this maneuver,

At 1058 formed cruising Pisposition 5 "V:Lctor“ upon instruction of
the Task Group Commander, who reported unidentified aireraft nearby. A1L
hands manned Air Attack stations at 1100. The planes in question were
soon identified as friendly and at 1117 seb Air Defense Conditim I "Easy.

Cruising Disposition 5 “Roger" formed at 1635, At 1904 ATLANTA and
BAYTON rejoined task group having canpleted bombardwent of MURORA! with
Tasgk Unit 34.8.2.

Secured from Alr Defense Condition I "Easy" at 1915,

16 JULY 1945 |
0800 Posrblon 1200 Position 2000 Fogition
380—-58 3t N 350.35,8¢ N. 370-23,2" N
WLT°-46.2! B 17°-12,0t E 145°-32,8' B

Rendezvoused with fueling group at approximately 39N, lL;Bant dawn.
Formed fueling Disposition 5 "Fox! at 0527, Fueling course 225 (T}, speed
10 knots,

Alongside KASKASKTA to fuel at 0607. SCHROEDER alongside at 0616 to
fuel, SCHRCEDER completed fueling at 0753 and was followed alongside by
DE HAVEN, which began to fuel at 0802.

At 0900 cleared side of KASKASKIA, upon completion of fueling. DE HAVEN
cleared side of MASSACHUSETTS at. 0914, COGSNELL alongside at 0923 to
transfer patient for medical treatment,

Took assigned station ih firing line and engaged in gmnery exercises.
&% 1053 tookstation in ZZ line.

JOHN RODGERS alengside at 1227 to transfer persomnel. 41 1524 formed
5 Wictor®, course 225°(T), axis OODO(T), speed 10 knots, BENNINGTON gaide.
SOUTH DAKOTA designated gnide at 1637. At 1830 formed cruising Disposition
5 fRoger¥, course 250°(T), speed 16 knots. BENNINGION designated formstion

guide at 1842,
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17 JULI 1945
0809 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
36 ~38,2' N 360229, 7,7 N 360-39,01 N
1};30»11.__0' E S 143%-13,21 E 1420-56,6! E

Arrived at strike position, 38~40N, 143-15E at. dawn. Carriers
launched heavy air strikes blanketing Japanese air installations and
striking industrial ftargets in the Tokyc area of HONSHU, ]

Air albtdek stations manned for dawn alert at 0320, At 0359 set
hir Defense Condition I M"Hagy".

Destroyers were topped off curing the mormng. This ship fueled

TNGERSOLL and COGSWELL. : '

The weather during the morning was foggy and in general unfavorable
for flight operations. Around noon the fog began to close in with ths
result that the afterncon strikes were cancelled,

At 1307 secured from Air Defense Condition I "Easy", settirg a normal
watch.

&t 1542 DAYTON and ATLANTA lefi the formation to participste in a
sweep of the area south of NOJIMA SAE{.

18 JULY 1945

0800 Pogition ZOo Posz.tlm 2000 Pogition
35735 ,20 N 35.-06,78 N 3500k O N
1 2°-37.6' E MQ ~38.41 B 142°~45.11 &

: Continued alr strikes against enan;r air installations and industrial
targets in Tokyo plains area.. At (320 all hands manned Air Attack stations
for dawn alert; at 0405 sebl Air Defense Conditlon I "Hasy" and a medified
Haterial Condition of *"ZebraY.

At davm the first fighter sweeps and air sirikes were launched, A1}
ships weie maneuvered by the group commnder to conform to these operations.

At 0615 a floating mine was sighted about 500 yards of{ our port beam
and wag reported to the Task Group Commander.

ATLAITA and BAYTOH rejoined the Task Group at 0720 upon completlon of
bombardment of BITACHI area of island of HONSHU,

Another fioating wine was passed close asboard to starboard at 0500,
Oor nmchine gun battery opened fire on the mine as the ship passed it, but
was unable to score a hit. 4 smoke float was thrown over the side a.nd the
lecation reported to the Task Group Commander,

At approximately 1130 the task group began rebiring on a scuthwesterly
course and at 1420 the rebirement course was changed to 130°(T),

At 1630 CruDiv 18 and OKLAHOMA CITY left the task group and procgeded
to conduct a sweep and bombardment of Japanese coast,

Secured from Air Defense I "Fasy™ at 1915,
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19 JULY 1945
080C Position . 1200 Position 2000 Position
A5 .5 N 345-0L k' N _ 3252, 11 §
1504410 B 146%-35.91 190120 E

Retired toward fueling ren.dezvous. The weather remained generally
unfaverable for fllght operations, but routine patrols were launched by

the carriers. N
Pueled destroyers during morning, this ship fueling SCHEOEDER, MADDOX

and INGERSOLL.

Bxercised at fire drills at 1307. At 1522 the lockouts reported a
mine off our starbeard bow about 1000 yards. The location was marked with
a smoke float and the Task Grouwp Commander was notified.

20 JULY 1945
Q800 Position J200 Position 2000 Position
31 -31.2' N 31 -1z2,9V | 309-51,0t N
151°20.5' & 150°-55,6! E 1A99-45.7" B

Formed fueling Disposition 5 WFox® at 0515, Alongside port side
of WASCQMA at 0603 to receive fuel. BLUE along port quarter at 0639

‘to receive personnel for transfer to other ships. Cleared side of

MASCQMA at 0843. Maneuvered to tske assigned st.ata cn in 5 Wrext. Com-
menced guanery exercises.

A leak in one of the main condensers required the locking of #3
shaft of 0913, EKepairs were undertaken immediately and were conpleted
ab 1440,
Upon completion of drone firing, took station assigned for sleeve £ iring.

COLLETTE delivered mail at 1202, followed by COGSWELL at 1337, also
making mail deliveries,

The task and fueling groups remeined in cempany during the night,
formation 5 ¥Fox" on course 2550('1') speed 8 knots.

DULMTH and MUBRAY joined Task Group 38.1 during a.ftemoon, reporiting

for daty.

21 JULY 1945
Q800 Fesition 1200 Pogitien 2000 Posibion
30°-27,3' X 30¥-17.0" N 300-05 .61 N
170-50.5"' B 147°-11,1t E o 145°-59.0' B

Steamed in company with units of Task Unit % ,18.1 in Disposition
5 YFax' during the night., Two AO's and two AE's are present.
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At dawn replenishment operations were resuned.

CAPERTON alongside to deliver meil.at G445, At 0508 JOHN RODGERS
alongside to port to transfer personnel.

Along port side of WRANGIE at 1021 1o receive ammunition; completed
ammnitioning at 1828, leaving from alongside WRANGIE and taking assigned
station in 5 "fox¥,

ALLEBARAN joined group at 1915,

A1} ships remained in Disposition 5 "Fox! during the night on course
255%(T) at 7 knots,

22 JULY 1945
0800 Positicn 1200 Posit ion ' 2000 FPosition
290—-.!;2.5' M 290—33.2* N L 297-02.9 N
144%~22.7! B 143%-53,.81 142°0-43.0 B

4t 0&29 alongside ALDEBARAN to replenish. Completed replenishing
at 0549, At 0710 alongside SHASTA to re-ammnition, CAPERTON alongside
to port at Q744 to transfer meil and personnel., GUleared side of SHASTA
at 1011, taking assigned station in 5 "Fox", CAPERTON alongside again at
1510 with official mail.

Formed 5 "Victor® at 1554, course 345°(T), .axis 0009(T), speed 12

‘knots. At 1625 took station in Special Fog landing Disposition; MASS-

ACHUSRTTS station 6072.
At 1806 fomed cruising Disposition 5 M"Rogert.

23 JULY 1945
0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Fosition
287-29,61 N : BO_83 20 N 309-08,7" N
10°-06.9' E 1,0°-09,6t E 137049 .8t B

Steaming toward sonthern HONSHU for strﬁkas agalnst Japanese fleet

units located in the Inland Sea.
Fueled destroyers shortly after sunrise, this ship fueling RINGGOID,

- and SCHROEDER. HIGSBEE alongside to port abt 101l to deliver official mail.

Fxercised at general drills from 1015 to 1115.
Carriers launched routine patrols during the day.

2 JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
310.34,81 N 210317t N 310374 N
1350-22,0' E 135%9-15,1t § 1359~33,7' B

Steamed toward strike position off southern HONSHU. Al 0432 A%
Attack stations marmed for davm alert. A4ir Defense Condition I YEasyM
set at 0437. Material Condition "Zebra®, medified, was sebt., OCarriers
lsunched planes for strikes on the targel areas at dawn. Air Defense

Condition III set, at 0525, wWhen no. enemy opp051tzon developed.
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o Pueled destroyers, both sides. At 0603 MADDOX alongside to starboard
to, fuel, completing at 0712; at 0608 MANSFIELD alongside to port to fuel, .

al'so completing at O712.

At 0913 wpon regeipt of information that enemy planes were thought
to be in the vicinity,” set Air Defense Condition I ¥Easy'. 4t 0914 all
hands manned Air Attack station when an wiidentified airvcraft was re-
ported at 310°9(T), range 20 miles. At 0927 the Combat Air Patrol re-

- ported shooting down one "Jill"., Secured from Air Attack at‘0931,‘set—

ting Air Defense Condition I "hasyM.

CAir Attack sounded at 0941 when an unidentified aireraft was reported
over Task Group 38.3. Flanes were reported to be diving on this formation
and the Task Group Commander ordered a number of emergency maneuvers. The
pianes were identified as friendly, however, and at 1005 set Air Defense

Condition I "Easy", At 1120 COGSWELL alorgside to port to fuel, completing

at 1158, and at 1122 INGERSULL alongside to starboard to fuel, complebing
at 1200, :
The Taslc Group Commander ordered the f ormation of Disposition 5
W¥ictor' at 1716, and directed that Air Defense Condition I be set, This
ship complied. The Combat Air Patrol reported shooting down cne "Dinah',
At 1855 set Air Defense Condition I SEasy! and at 1935 set Alr Defense
Condition IXZ.

Cruising Disposition 5 "Roger¥ formed at 2008,

Todays strikes were directed primarily at Japanese fleet units
anchored in the Inlend Sea, Preliminary reports indicated extensive damage
done to MAGATO and other units,

Eé JULY 1945
0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Fosition
310-57,51 W 32°=15.7" N 31¥-51,7 N
136°-21.6' B 136°-27.6! B 136°-53,7 B

Carriers launched heavy air strikes against KURE, KOBE areas of
Inland Sea at dawn, strikes being directed primarily sgainst fleet units
located in these areas.

Air Abtack for dawn alert at O405; secured at 0445. :

411 hands manned alir attack station at 0844 upon direction of the
Task Group Commanier; secured from air atiack at 0927, setting Air Def-
ense Condition 1 HHasyh, '

Fueled destroyers in afterncon, MASSACHUSETTS fueling INGEHSOLL.

At 1501 eneny plares were reporied to be in the vieinity and the Task
Group Commander ordered Condition I set. ALl hands stood to Alr Attack
stations. Disposition 5 "Wictor" fommed at 1503, No enemy planes closed
the task groups so secured at 1544, setting Air Defense Condition I MEasy".
At 1747 sovnded Adr Attack apgain upon orders of the Task Group Commander.
The Combat Air Yatrol reported sighting and pursuing two "MyrtsY. At

1820 a plane was sighted burning on the water, bearing 020°(T), distance

about 8 miles. This plane was thought to be one of the "Myris" contacted
by our Combat Air Patrol, Task Group 38.4 was cbserved to be firing
sporadically, '
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At 2012 set Air Defense Condition I "Easy®. OSecured and set nomal
watch at 2043. .

26 JULY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position _ 2000 Posikbion

28°-13.7* N 22°-08.8" N : g0 1.1t | &
138°-06,9' E 1380381t E 139%-2/,.5' T R
4

Arrived at fueling rendegvous, 28N, 138E at dawn. At 0803 rendes~
voused with fueling group and formed fueling Disposition 5 "FoxV, course
090%(T), speed & knots, OGuide in AUCIILA {AD 565)

At 0836 went along port side of MERRIVACK te fuel, HANSFINLD along-
side at 1050 to transfer official mail and personnel. H{G KEE alongside
at 1124 {o transfer patient for nmedical treatment, Left port side of
MERRIMACK at 1228 after receiving 555,408 gallons fuel oil at 60° F

Took assigned station in 5 HFox",

Engaged in gunnery exercises during the afternoon fram 1425 to 1530.

COGSHELL alongside to transfer personnel at 1640,

At 1814/, BENNINGTON designated guide,

27 JULY 1945
0800 Pésition 1200 Fosgltion 2000 Position
138°-04, 41 K 138%.38,3% B 137 -09.2'

Continued fueling and replenishment operations.

- MADDOX alongside to port at 0631 to transfer official mall. INGERSOLL
alongside at 0822 to transfer official mail.

At 1137 formed Disposition 5 "Wictor®, course 090°(T), axis OOOO(T)
speed & knots, BENNINGTON guide. Formed cruising Disposibion 5 YRoger® at .
1229, course 315°(T), axis 0000( l‘}, speed 19 knots, BENNINGTON guide.

- Heplaenishument was disconbinued ad noon, and Task Force 38 began
steaming toward strike pesition off Japanese coash,

28 JULY 1945
0800 Posibion 200 Position - 2000 Pogition
310-48,2) N 31°-51, 5 ¥ 31035 ,81 N
135°-06,8' & 1359~01,0' & : 135°%-30.2! E

Launched heavy strikes against Japanese fleet units in the Inland
Sea, Air Attack for dawn slert at 0413, set Air Defense Condition I
YEasy" at 0450,

At 1620 formed Disposition 5 "Victor®., At 1757 set 4ir Defense
Condition I upon orders of Task Group Commander. No eneny atiacks
developed, so secured at 1913. At 1923 formed cruising Disposition
5 MRoger”, . All hands manned Air Attack stations at 1947 tmt secured
st 1950 when plane previously uniderbified was found to be friendly.

L)
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29 JULY 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
30,=RL, 7t N . 30°=50,0' I 339-37.3' N
138 -31.3' B 138°-14, 9'. ] 137°-50.9' E

f

ﬁ‘cr dawn carriers began laumchlng strikes against Jdapanese air-
fields and dindustridl targets in the Tokyo plain area of the Llsland

of HOHSHU. )
During morning fueled destroyers COLLETTE, S.N. MOORE, and CAPERTCH,

At 0557 and 0601 launched planes, transferring them to cruisers prepatory

to bombarding coast of HONSHU.
BILUE alongside at 0706 to pick up MASSACHUSETTS spotier and deliver

him to BENNINGT(N.
At 1003 Task Unit 34.8.1 (Bomba.rdment Group "4ble) was formed.

This unit is organized as follows:

Third Fleet, - Admiral W.F. HALSEY, USN,
in MISSOURI,

- Tasgk Force 34 ~ Rear Admiral J.F. SEAFRCTH,
USH, {ComBatRon 2}, in
SCUTH D& OTA.

Rear Admiral SHAFROTH, USH,

Tosk Unit 34.8.1-Bombardment Group "Able"
Rear Admiral SHAFROTH, USN.

. Jagk Unit 34.8.1% ~ Battleship Unit
BatD:w g ~ less ALABAMA, plus SQUTH

DAKOTA,
SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
TNDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS
Task Umit 34,.8,12 » Van Cruiser Unit
QINCY (F)
BOSTON
SATNT PAUL '
-Task Unit 34.8.14 - Rear cmlser Unit - Captain HARTUNG, USH.
CHICAGO . _
Task Unit 34.8.14 - Destroyer Screen - Captain EENDERSOW, USN.
Tagk Unit 34.8,15 - Fighter irector Shlp ~ Qommander WILLIANS, USN.
: SCUTHERLAND : : :

Also present was Task Unit 37.1.8, HMS KING GEORGE V with escorts. !
Formed cruising Disposition 4 "Sugar Baker®.at 1346 and procesded ;
towerd targel avea, City of HMAMAMATSU, HONSHU, Japan., WASSACHUSETTS j
primary target is Japanese Musical Instment Company, A&t 2133 all hands
manned ueneral Guarters stations for bombardment. Deployed on course
2720(T) at 2203, speed 15 knots. Opened fire with main battery at 2319.

Rear Admiral WILTSE, USH.

20 JULY.19J.-;.5
0800 Posibion 1200 Pesition 2000 Position
'330-34,4" N 330.12.9' N 3=ty 4t W
CAROL1B.9! B ' 1380-3,,3" K& 1380-18,71 E
- 99 -
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BB59/A12~1 /A16~3 U.5.8, MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDEMTIAL : WAR DIARY

Bombarding HAMALIATSU, on southern coast of HONSHU.

At 0028 ceased firing main battery, having expended 270 rounds
16" high capacity. No casualties to material or persomel were suf=~
fered.

Formed Disposition 4 "Sugar Baker® at 0037. At 0050 set Air
Defense Condition I as unidentified plane was reported over formation, o
This plane was soon identified as a friendly night flghter. ok

At 0152 set Adir Defense Conditien IT,

Task Unit 34.8.1 dissolved at 0434, its various units joining thedr
respective task groups. Took assigned station in erulsing Disposition
5 WRoger® at 0617. The task group is retiring toward a fueling
rendezvous.

At 1811 set 4ir Defense Condition I, Formed Disposition 5 WVictor®,

No ereny planes closed the formation., Secured at 1910, and formed
eruising Disposition 5 Y“Roger®.

. A ecollision with LEXINGTON was narrowly averted at 2230 when she
failed to complete & signalied course change from 0959(7) to 250°(7).

31 JULY 1945
0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Position
300-26,8' K 200-07.517 N 28Y-13,81 N
137°.58,0' E . 1389-02,5' E 138%-12.4' B

~ Retired toward fueling area, Hendezvoused with tanker group at
about lZpOO At 1416 formed fueling Disposition 5 "FoxM, course and
axis 115%(T), speed & knots, S
Alongside NEQSHO to fuel at 1451, Fueled desiroyers while along-
side NEOSHO, this ship fueling HARRISON. LADDOX alongside to transfer
mail and persomnel at 1745, At 1815 MADDOX cleared port side. Com~
pleted receiving fuel and cleared side of NEOSHO at 1838. Took assigned 1-
station in Disposition 5 WFox! for the night.

SUB

P.3. SAVIDG :
Commander, U7 Navy,
Navigator.
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U.85 8 MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY
| i |1 AUGUST 1945
0808 Fo -tioz'z.__ 1300 Position Position
31 4t N 270-00,7" N TS50.41.0° N
137°-27.8' E 137%-29.8¢ E 137°40.0t E

Hbemningincnmpany with Task Group 38,1, which is operating off
the Japanese Geast, launching strikes against air facilities, come
minication lines and industrial targets..

Task Group 38.1 is presently composed as follows:

Thizit Fleet = | - Admirel %.F. BALSEY, USN,
RN in MISSGURI.. . .
TaBk Fome 53 - vme Admiral F.G. Si‘m, USH,
o - (ComSecandCarTaskForPac), in
SHANGRI-IA,
Task Group 38,1 - Rear Adpiral T.L. SPRAGUE, USN,
BENNINGTON(F) o
LEXTNGTN .
~ HANCOCK
BELLEAY WOGD
SAN JACINTO.
Tasl Unit 38,1,2 - Support Unit. - Rear Admirsl J.F. SHAFRB‘I‘H, UsH,
(ComBatRon 2) in SCUTH DAKOTA.
Tagk Unit 38,;,,3 Batgesgggﬁ, - Resr Admiral. J.F. SHAFROTH, USN,
IHDIAN&
MASSACHUSETTS _
Task Unit 38.1.% - Cruisers - Rear Admiral C.F. HCLDEN, USN,
o in TOPERA,
o TOPEKA (F)
DULUTH
ATLARTA
DAYTCH
Crubiy 20 . :
: OXKLAHOMA CITY
AMSTERDAY
Task Unit 38. 1.5 Screen ~ Commodore R.W. SIMPSCH, USKN,
_ in SAN JUAN,
SAN JUAN (F)
Desion 61

DesRon 25

143395
]
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. The t-aslc force is in’ compa.ny mth units of Task Group 30 g
foy replenishment exercs.ses, and is cruising in fueling Disposition

5 BPoxMh, course and axis 180°(T).
B@Sﬁ alongside at 0956 to receive freight for trans.t‘er to.

INDIANA and SOUTH DAROTA.
At 1247 formed cruising Disposition 5 "Boger" BENNINGTCN
guides
- 10101 I
8
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2 AUGUST 1945

. Position | Pogition : Posi thon
21;. oS 51 H _ 249-05,57 N %0_35 21 N
138%-32.4! E S 137°-59.T' B - 138%-42,0t B
'f""Gmising south of HONSHU, conductad gunnery e.xercises from 0930 o

t0 1130 from formation 5 "Victoer". Additional gunnery exercéises from
12545 to 1409

At 1415 formed cmismg Bispesltim % “hoger®.

Fueled destroyers during afternoon, MASSACHUSETTS fue]img; LK.
SWENSON, BIVE alongside at 1551 for supplies, .

Recovered twe aircraft at 1812. These planes had bhesn on cruisers
-during period imeediately preceding and follewing RAHAM&T&I bonbardment,

3 AUGUST 1945
0800 Posi-tion 1200 Position ws Position
259-12.51 N Z50-08,7' ¥ 250-52,31 _N
137°—26.7' E 137°-52,0' E _ 137°-30.8* E

In cmpany with Task Force 38 28 a unit in Task Group 38,1, proceed-
ing to fueling rendezvous with logistic group. _
At 0524 rmdezvoased and formed fueling Disposition 5 "Fc:x" course
and axis 090°(T). - ASNTARULA guide in station #l. Speed of gnde 7 knots.
Alongside NEGSHO a.t 0550 to receive fuel oil. Completed receiving
fuel at 0659, Took station in firing line, ATLANTA guide, Conducted
T D D firing exercises; eempleted .at 0800, _
' At 0805 took station 0 yards astern of station #4. 0837 BRUSH
alongside to starbomd to receive supplies. MOOHE alengside to port
at 0849 to receive supplies. At 0958 DASHIZELL alengside port guarter
for transfer of supplies and personnel, MOCRE cleared pert side at 1001.
ERUSH cleared starboard side at 1013, DASHIELL c¢leared port guarter
at 1104,
At 1115 formed 5 "Roger" course 310%(T), speed 7 knobs, sxis
north, guide BEMNINGTON, bearing 288°%(T), distance 4000 yards.
1331 MOCRE alongside porl quarter for tranafer of permnnel.
1346 MOORE cleared eur port guarter,
At 1955 this ship slowed to 8 knots in order to lock #1 shaft .
as a spri,ng bearing had been m.ped Resumed speed of formation at 2005
2005 On course 330°(T) at 15 knets,

4 kUGﬁST 1945
. 2000 Poalt.im
| - | 28 0-4L. 37T R
| 135°~55-9' E 136°-3.?.ot 138°-23, 71 E

w 102 -
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F\J.eled destrmrs dnring morn:i.ag, HASSACHUSEITS fueling CAPERTON,
MADDOX and L.Re SHENSON, 7

At 1146 formed air defense Disposgition 5 "Victor® for gunnery
exercises. from 1200 to 11;13. Formed eruising Bispos:.tion 5 "Roger“

at 1)1s8. :
- Proceeding toward: strike position.

5 ADGUST 1945

03@0 Pog‘bim 1200 Position, Positior
07.3% N ' S00-46.6" N “320-13,1' N
141929 91 % | dmesetE 1430-58.0! E

Strz.ke scheduled- aga.mst KYUSEY was cancelled by CemThird Fleet,

Jueled destroyers daring. merning, MASSAGHUSETI‘S fueling DE HAVEN,
HANSFIELD, KNAFP and S.H. MOORE.

Garr:.ers launched routine patrols during da.y.

6 AGGUST 1945

0800, Pogition posiﬁon

- 15,61 § 350-5G.51 &
46%-29,7t B 1479-28,2' B

St,ee.ming- boward 48N, 1L9E. _ -

Commenced fueling destroyers at dawm., This ship fueled MANSFIELD,
COLLETTE .and RINGEGOLD, EIUE slongside at 0632 to deliver guanery
material. . DE BAVEN elongside at 0739 to trensfer freight.

At. 0817 formed air defense Dispositien 5 Victor™ for gunnery
exercises., CRLAHCMA CITY designated gulde., Gunhery exercise completed
at. 1100, Formed cruising Disposition 5 WRoger™ at 1101, BENNINGTON
designated guide.at 1116,

Gunnery department persomnel. exereised at general guarters
gtations from 1330 to 1430.

MC KEE alongside to transfer freight at 1704.

{ontinued toward fueling area.

‘ 7 ADGUST 1945 -
0800, Position 1200 Position 2000 ' Position
' 335“@ SVN - -33-"'_@9-2'---“* . ' 39 2Bkt K
148°-01.6! E _ L70-35.7 B : 1k6 37t B

Rendezvoused with tapkers af dawn, and at Q423 formed fueling
Disposition 5 "Foxct, cmrse and axls 27@ °(T), speed -8 knots, gnide

in PLATIE,
- Alengside HAEIAS at 0500 to fuel, Wh:i.le alongside HﬁBI&S,

fusled MADDOX and MANSFIELD to- port.

4
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BBS9/A12-1 U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS . FH
CONFIDENTIAL AR DIARY. I

‘of the United States, various.ships are placing personnel aboard for .

- is-being cannibalized. M
- ‘the. morhing. to transfer persomnel. .

% / E" “. B

F

_ In view of the ‘impending departure of this ship for the mainland

tmaportation, snd are receiving equipment and supplies as the ship
MURRAY, BIUE and MC KEE came- adongside. during

A% 0817 eleared-side- of MARITAS and took assigned station in
disposition,
ENAPP alongside at 0837 to transfer official mail. x
At 0900 launched two aireraft for gunnery exercises; took sbatiocn
in rirmg line,
- RINGGOLD alongside at 1023 to exchange movies and receive a
sapply of books, _
Gannery exes:c:.aes cempleted at 1033, Recovered one aircraft by
UCharliet method. - Flane #0148) was transferred to INDIANA as re-
placement for one of her planes lest in a crash,
At 1059 lannched one alreraft for radar exercises.. Cammenced

-additiona]l gunnery exercises at 1133,

At 1240 recovered one-aircraft by "Charlie®. mebhod. Completed
Iy exercises.

- JOHN RODGERS alongside at 1345 to transfer parsannel. HIGBEE
along port quarter at. 1458 to transfer MASSACHUSETTS' a,v:.ator -
£rom INDIANA.

. Pormed cruising Disposition § WRoger? at- 1530, course - 340°('T),
axis 000%(T), spsed 20 knots.

Proceeded toward-strike poa:.tion at h@-hﬁlﬁ, 143-30F,

§ AUGUST 1945 _
Pasition N Pasit:.on

: 390'&2 7' R 3 -3&..3'
144°-80,71 E 625,41 E

Ha.nned Alr Attack stations fox. damn alert at 0306; secured at 0400,
setting Air Defense condition-I "Easyh.

Carriers attempted to launch air. strikes against targets on north-
exn HONSHY . and.on. HOKEAIDG; however; flying conditions were undesirable

beczusge of fog and rain.
At 0720 all hands.manned Air Attack stations as an unidentifn.ed

plane was reported approaching the. forma.t,ion. Secured af Q805 when

the plane. was identified as friendly.

. At noon, as weather conditions continued to make fligh{ operatiens
impass:t.ble, all strikes were.cancelled; and the task force began re-.
tiring . scutheastwards

Topped off destroyers durmg a.ftemoon MASSACHUSHTTS fueling.

WELL, COLLEFTE and BRUSH, INGERSOLL alongside at 1618 to deliver

TERERT
gun sights. :

- 204 -

| Gene Slover's US Navy Pages


www.tinyurl.com/slover

“BB59/A32-1 _ | WeS.S5. MASSACHUSETTS
. CONFIDENTIAL. WAR DIARY

9 AUGUST 1945
1000 Position. Position

3 -43.3'_-N-' 389-36,57 ¥
1429-19.51 14}0=02.6' E

_ &'b 0331 air attaek for dawn alert secured. at 0359, set'bing Air
Defense Condition I "EagyM..

" A% 0342 BatDiv 8 formed column astern of SOUTH B&KGTA, maneuvered
to form Task Unit. 31;,8 3, orga.mzed &g follows:

p_Able ~ Rear Adwiral J.F. SHAFR@TH,
USN, (ComBatRen 2), in
: . SCUTH. DAROTA. - . '
Task Unit 34.8.,11 ~ Battleship Unit ~ Rear Admiral SHAFEOTH, UsN.
BatDiv 8 (less ALABAMA plus SCUTH DAKOTA)
‘  SQUTH BAXOTA (F) _

Unit 34,8.1 - Boubs

INDIANA
. MASSACHUSETTS |
Xask Unit $4.8.)2 - Van Cruiser Unit =~ Rear Admirel WILTSE, USN,
_ L SAINT PAUL : ‘
Task Usiy 34.8,)3 - Bear mser Unit ~ Captain HARTUHG, USN.
_ . GHICAIQ - _
Bnit 84.8 - Bestmzer Sereen « Captain HENDERSN,
Vatr Bnit « Deghiv 95 Section One. -
.. ERBEY ( F)
STEMEET:
. ABBOT
Rear Unit - Desbiv 95 Sect:.on Two
- plus HIIJ.-ARD
HALE
BYLLARD

Fila.nk Unit ~ DesDiv. 96 less BQLIJLRD and KIDD,

ip - Commander WILLIAMS, US.

At 0359 set Air Defense conditim I "Basy®, Formed cruising
Disposition 4 "Sugar Baker" at 0426, Course 000°(T) s axis 186°('I‘) s
speed 15 knot-s. SOUTH DAKQTR gnida.

- 105 =
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At “25 Task Unit 37.8. 1 conalstiﬂg of HMS GAMBIA, NEWFOUNDLAND,
TERMAGANT, TENACIOUS and TERPSIGH@&E rendezvoused wlth Task Bnpit . e
' 34.8.1 which is proceeding.toward KAMAISHI, HONSHU for bombardment. :

Secured from Air Defense Condition I. WEagy® at 0647,

- The  Island. of HONSHY wis. -aighted dead ahead at 1125, distance
miles,

At 1137 depleyed for bombardment A1l bands manned General
Quarters stations at 1155 . ZLsunched one plane for spotiipg at 1225,
At 125k opeped fire with main battery, Ceased firing st 1li45 after
expending 265 reounds high cepacity. No casuslties. Fomed cruising
Disposition L PBugar Baker® at 1455; began retiring on course 130°(T).
Bhifted to Alr.Attack stations at 1508, At 1535 recovered ene plane.
to starboard by "Charlle® method.

At 1603 commenced firing with anti-aircraft battery at a "Judy? -
gighted to starboard, Officer in Tactical Lommend mneuvered the
unit by emergency signal. FNo attack was.made on the task unit,

At 1827 changed course to 090%(T) for retirement, and at 2103
changed course to 070%(T). Set normal watch at 2130,

. 10 AUGUST 1945 _ _
0800 Fomiti m Posig‘i_en N Pogition
T __25.2, 38° _31.4'1 .38" _.3_3{5.! N.
143"-59.6' WL E " L4k©-50.0! E

Rstinng, Lrom bombardment of. KAHAIEHI s HONSHE. :Ln cempazv w::.th
Task Unit 34.2,1 on an easterly course. -
- - Ady attack for dewn alert at 0331; secured at 01;.10, setting
Air Defense.Condition I "Easy®. Formed cruising Disposition 4
#Sugar Bomb® at 0418, SOUTH DAKOTA guide. Task Unit 34,8,13 wag s -
riéleased by .CoamTask Group 34.8.1 and proceeded to join Task Group
38.4 Remaining ghipa formed column astern of SCUTH DAKOTA and
maneuvered to join Ta.sk Group 38.1. At 0640 tock essigned station
in 5 "Hoger¥, = GTICN guide.
_ Carriers: launched air strikes-at dawn against ta.rget.s on north-
ern HONSHG and on HORKATRO,
_ Fornied Air Defense Disposition 5 "V:'.cterﬂ at 15643, m hands
mavned Alr Atteck stations at 1646 upon oxders of Task Group Commander.
An unidentified plane was soon found to be friemdly so secured at 1728,
setbing Alr Defenme Condition. I #Easy®
- At 1816 formed cruising Dispesition .5 "Rogert,

.« Srortly after noon the task force began retiring toward a fueling

rendezvous at BS—BGH, s B

11 AHGUST. 1945 _ ;
0 Fortticn 1200 Position | Position
s80-s6.7 N 369-0h.47 N 389514,5¢ N
180-09.8' £ . 1480-40.5! E | IGOL18 E
a " ...
. Sy
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Rendezvoused with- tanker gmup a‘b dawn. At 0602 formed fueling
Disposition. 5- "Fox", course end axis 140°(T), speed 8. knots.
.. Ak @833 alongside CACAPON to fuel. BRUSH alongside at 0923 to
trmafer patient for medical.attermtion .and passengers. RINCGOLD a.leng—
side-to port to trensfer personnel. 1102 Left side of cacarem

Formed cruising Dispesition 5 *Roger" at 1428, axis °€‘I‘} R
coursee 11;0°(T) » spoed 8. knots,

12. AUGIST 19k5 !

; '3
147"-—32.9' 1h6°—03-5‘

Gmiﬂing in waters east of HONSEKI returning te strike posit.ion
at approximstely 35-15N, L42-3CE. = -
Beperi;s indicate & strong. possibility that the surrender of the
_Jdapanese is imminent.
~ Faeled. destroyers-during morning, this ship melmg BRUSH and
TAUSSIG,
. &b 0653 ALABAMA joined the task group, going alongside. SOUTH
DAKOTA, Rear Admiral J.F. SHAFROTH, USN, ComBatBon THO,. ;xhaled down
" his flag in SGUTH DAKOTA and sh:xftad his flag to ALM
ALABANA came alongside to port at 1102 to receive flag ailver- :
ward.and china.

13 AUGUST 1945
' . Pd'sition
gt N _ BJ!I- =l B2 N
mz°—33.3' 2°-z»s.3'

Stemnwgoi‘f Tokyo ares.of HQNSHE?. :
alert from. C41i to QLLT, ab which time set Air Defenae
Ocndition L."Eagy®, Carviers launched strikes at dawm,
At 062L.set Air Defense Condition I, Formed Air Defense Die-
" position 5.-"Yictor?, No enewy stiack developed; secured from air
attack at. 0653, setting Air Defense Condition I "Easy'. o
At 1131 set Air Defense Condition J. Secured.at. 1213. At
1325 agsin set. Air Defense.Condition X. Combet Air Patrol destroyed -
one. enemy. plane- 8bout. 10 miles from formation, bearing 020°(T}.
Seeured frem air attack at. 1536, setting Air Defense Comdition I
wEasyM. AL 1548 manned Alr Attack stations. At 1642 Combat Adr
Patrol: shet 'down one :"Grace! about 20 miles east of the task group,
Anocther Japanese-plane-shot.down -at 1656, about 30 miles south of
the group by the Combat Air Patrol. Shifted from Air Defense Condition
Ito X "Eaay“ ab 1.95!;.. At 2111.. formed cruising B:Lsposz.tion 5 "Rager“

i
]
i.
I
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0200 Posi: im 1.200. Position | Position

31.-50 g7 N | " 82°-10.8% 0 T r ) N.
wf’—a&s* E | UdO-32.41 B Lgo=55.2! E N .
‘Rendezvoused. with. fueling gmup at dawn. A% 0655 formed .ﬁwling . N

RLsposa.tJ.m 5 WFox", course-and -axis 045°(T), speed 8 knots,
Alongside . AHGILIA to receive fuel at. 0718, - ¥hile alongaide _
AUGCILIA, fueled HIGBEE to port. Because of uncertainty in MASSACHUSETTS' |
plans: to return to-the United States, transferred pessengers to mscm
. for tramsportation, Cleared side of AUCILIA at 0918, .
‘At 0951 slongside RESCUE.feor transfer. of persemel for med.ical '
atmieno
. BRESH .alongside. atarboard qnarber for transfer of official
Mll at 1923.
: . Commenced gunnery exercises at 1056;. canpleted exercise at 1202,
- COLLETTE alongside to starboard at 1212 to transfer personnel,
- Ab .'1216 'MANSFIELD alongside-to port to deliver official mail.
- At 1714 forméd cruising Disposition 5 "Roger®, axis O °(T) .
course 0459(T), speed & kinots, BENNINGION guide,.
_ 'me task. force is retuarning to strike position off Tokyo

15 AUGIST 1945
_;.msitian_ | 1200 Position 2000 Posmm

34,0-10,0' N i s 3306, 11 B
2U0-55.2! E o 132%32,11 B 1&3 —52.8* E
 Qperating southeast of Tokyo, - :

: o Air attack for dawn.alert at 0353; " secured. at @1;.51;.. : At dawn all
carriérs launched planes for air strikes against selected targets in
the. Tekyo area, Shortly after the strikes were launched, word was-
received from ComThird Fleet that e¢ffensive coperations against the
Japanese had ceased, All sirikes were reealled, but normal deferisive
patrols were maintained. Carriers degassed amd debonbed torpedo planes
and dive bombers ami spotted decks for the most expeditions use o,f
:E‘J.ghters.

7 " Adp attack stations were manned at 0642 upon orders of the Taak
Group Commander. Formed. Air Defense Dispesition 5 WVietor®, The
planies-which had previeusly been reported ag nnidentified were found
to be friendly; so secured at 0658 setting Air Bei’ense Condition .

I "Easy®,

. Unidentified planes were reported approaching the formatiom at
1123, A1l heands manned Alr Attack stations, The Combat Air Patrol

. reported chooting down an suemy plane between the task force and
Japan. Secured from air atiack at 1231 as no attaeck developed, set-
ting Air Defense Condition I "Eagy"™.

o IR -
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At 1315 all hands manned- Alr Attack stations as enemy planes were
thought to be in the vicinity. Secured at 1332.

MIRRAY alongsaide to port to transfer personnel,

At 1823 formed erulsing Digposition 5 "Roger',

16 AUGUST 1945

‘ss Position
32 -5.9.!:.'
L4040 20 E

: eperating in area- sont.heast of To}wo, sta.nd:'mg by while defba.ils
of Japanese surrender are being arranged,
Fueled destroyers during day, this . sm,p fueling. SGHR%BER and
m;m
At 0800 began gunnery exercise from Anti-Aircraft Dlapositien

5 Wicxtor“ guide TOPEKA., Gunnery exercises completed .at 1025, Formed

eruising . Bispesit:x.on 5. *Roger?, BENNINGT(N assuming guide at 1140.

The three Task Groups of Task Force 38 and the British Task Group
- closed distance and were maneuvered simmltanecusly by signal direct

from ComTask Force 38 in order that pletures might be: taken from air-
eraft from 1100 to 1200,

Formed anti-aireraft Disposition 5 "Victor® at 12.!;,9. Formad
Digposition 5 "Roger“ at 1538, . . '

17 AUGYST .19lq.5

0300 - Poéiti.m' 2 % Pogitien - - 2000 Position
2o-13.2' N " - .

32%d 0, 5t N L 3 339-05.51 N
_wﬂ-gﬂ.é' E . 145° -07 9" E 14917.20 B

Gm:is:mg southea.st of Takyo Fueled destroyérs. after- dawn, this

ship fueling BRUSH, SCHROEDER and DASHIELL.

At 0750 formed. Adr Defense Dispesition 5 "Victor“ i‘or gmmery
exerclses which began at 0200 and. were completed at 0900, '_
" Fleet Digposition 5 "X-Bay" was formed at 0855, all task groups
converging in order that photographs might be mada, .

Formed cruising Digposition 5 “Roger" at 1022, At 12.!;.3 formed
Fleet Digposition 5 MEilliam",
- Air Defense Dispositien. 5. “Victor" fomed at. 1253 for gumery
sx.em &Ry -
. MANSFIELD alongs:.de at 1719 to deliver officisl and I?.S. a3l
- Formed -cruieing D:.spoﬂtion 5 "Reger" at 1737,

18 AUGUST 1945 | | |
800 _Fo . 100Position 2000, Position
320-00.2' H : 319-38,77 N C 0 B10DLSGT N
. 1y3°-48.0' E - - 144°%-05,01 B : e-18.2! B
‘#
| 109 -
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. BBSG/A12-) U.S.S, HASSACHUSETIS

L

CORFIDENTIAL | B Bmﬁz
: .Ren&éﬁéeused with lﬁgistac_gmup for replenishment period—-.

Fermed fueling Pisposition 5 "Fox® at 0520, Ab 0539 alongside ¥

EANATEE to receive fuel, Ab 0558 received COILEITE to port to fuel.
© MADDOX alongside to port to deliver official mail, At €830 left

gide of mm, tock stabion in firing line for gunnery exercises
whmh were completed at 1030, Took station in 5 ¥FaxM, .

MIRRAY alongside- at. 1135 to deliver official. mail,

HARRISON alongside at 1519 for transfer of personnel,, -

Formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger® at 1657, BERNINGTCH guide.

At. 1725 MANSFIELD alengside to port to receive gear of
. BASSACHISETTS* landing party.

At 1905 this ship changed cour 6 right to avoid a tanker, escort
eamer.

19 AEJ'ST 1945

0800. Fosition 1206 Pogition - | ' 2600_Position
31 35,51 § : 315-05.8' _3@\_39,@1.51
M3°-25~2' 143°-40.00 E 143%-54,9t E-

Continmed: replenishnent, Formed. fueling Disposition 5 “Fom:“ |

2t 0502, course and axis 150%(T), speed 8 knots.

: At 0528 alongside GIBARD te.transfer MASSACIUSETTS! ﬁarine _
Detachment for temporary duty with the forces making initisl lande
ings on .dapan. A total of 4 -officers.and 91 men were transferred, the
transfer being completed at. 0644+

MC. KEE. alongaide-to port to transfer-U.S, Madl,

Alongside FIRE~-DRAKE at 0817 to receive 16" smmmnitien,

- HIUE alongsaide at. 0922 to receive MASSACHUSETIS' party of 1 .
officer-and 21 men detached to report to the Bea.chmster, YBKESHK@
Naval Base for temporary additional daby. :

OKLAHOMA CITY. alongside to port ab 1049 to tranafer ‘personnel,

SAN. JUAN: dlongaide ab 1232 to deliver equipment for the Bluew

‘Jacket landing Force.

Left side-of FIRE DRAKE. a.t 1405, Proceeded independently to
Task Group 38.4, where went. slongside HMAZAMA at 1505 to receive l6%

powder. Cleared side of MAZAMA at 1805; proceeded to rojoin Task

@wp 38.1 taking. station in cruising Disposition 5 “Boger*' at 3.907.
20 AVRIST 19245

Poai:bion S 2000 Position

' _ S 31-@2.9' 73003400 K.
1&33'-29‘»1&' _ 12!3 "%'2" 31}30"51-5! E

Continuiug operations in replemshmnt area,
. Formed eruising Dispasitim 5 *Fox" at 0439, course and axis 15®°(T),
sPeed 8 knot s. .

e -
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BBﬁQ/-AlZ—l : BeS.8, MASSACHUSETTS
cemmm WAR DIARY

MANSFTELD &longside at 0520 to transfer personnel. 0530 SWENSON

alongside to transfer official mail.

MURRAY eplengside to port to transfer orrieial mail at 0605.
TAUSSIC alongside to transfer personnel at. 0815, 1103 S.N. MOORE
alongside to port to deliver freighi.

At 1159 GOSSELIN alongside to receive mss.aczmsﬁms' Bluejacket
lending Forde, Company "B", consisbing of four (4) officers and one-
hundred and thir’by-—three (133) men, Thisz force is to assist in the
initial occupation of Japan, landing at YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE at a
time to be designa.‘hedc '

1329 .SCHEOEDER .alengside to port to deliver mail, Trensfer of
landing force- c.ompleted at 1720, GOSSELIN cleared side, -

Cruising Disposition 5 MRogert formed at 1807, axis m°('r),
course 150°(T), EENNTINGTON guide, .

2] AUGUST 1945

k - | 310,635 N m 300-32,70 N
-12.,30--26.9' E S 142Pe59,10 E . 11.10-31.1*

Gentiming replenishmenb in area: soa'bheast oi' 'l'okyo.

Formed fueling Disposition & YFex" at 0440,

DE HAVEN alongside to starboard at 0754 to receive HAﬁSAGHUSETTS'
ordnance and.-explosives detail of twelve (12) men, vho will land with.
* the initial forces occupying Japan. This defail will be assigned

temporary duty in connection with the oceupation of IOKIJSUK& NAVAL
BASE,

H&BRIS&I slongside at 1020 to deliver official mails .

- Alongside ESCAMBIA at 1025 to fuel., Compieted: fueling at 3.126.

BRUSH elengside at 1606 to transfer officiel mail,’

At 1721 formed cruising: Disposition 5 “Roger®, axis 0000{T),
ceurse 235°(1T), speed 10 knots, :

Buring. replenishment. period BHT@U BELUTH, TOPEKA and ATL&HTA _
were detached. from Task Group 38,) and drected to. report to other
task ‘groups by ComTask Force 38. mscon ard ASTBRI& joined the' ©

greup takin.g shtations. assigned.

22 AUGUST 1945 |

Position . 6 Poaition
' 315-2' 51l B : 3‘25-'22.7-" '
1,2°-20.8! E w-w.1'

Gontnmzed replenishment A 01;1;6 fermed fueling Dlspos:_tlon 5
‘WPoxH, ‘This ship did not replenish. At 0838 formed cruising Dis—
position 5 "Roger®, BENININGT(H guide; axis °(T) course 9300(1')
speed 10 knata.- o _

L._'éﬁ _
’ - 101 -
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BB59/ 4121 UeS.8,. HASSACHUSETTS
cammmm VAR DIARY

. 8.N. HORE along port qu.arter at 0907 to. deliver mail and per-
sonnel, . MADDOX. alongs:r.de to port at 1014 to receive materizl,

_ The: task group is operating in an srea east of Tokyo; although
no offensive operations are in progress, a normsl Combat Air Patrol

. is maintained for defensive purposes.

23 Auésér 1945

330-29.0'
11&3 “iD4t E

Gantn.nning operations sautheast- of Tolq*o.

BIVE elengside at 0734 to deliver radar gear snd personnel.
€921 JOHN RODGERS alongside to transfer radar gear,

PRI'.‘-SIBIO ke joined formation and was designated guide,

E. along. port guerter to transfer U,S, Mail,

HQRR&I alongside to port at 1645 to transfer personmnel,

At 1800 the Captain spoke to the crew over the. Pub].u: Mdress
syebem as followsz

iSince the Japanese. agraed to surrerder on the 15th WO have all
witnessed. a-.muall part of the preparations.for & very large operation =
the occupation of Japen. General MacARTHUR.is:the Allied Supreme.
Commander for the Occupation and Surrender, Admiral NIMITZ is the
United States' representative at the surrender amd is, of ecurse, in
command of all navel forees involved. Kis flagship will probably be
the SCUTH DAKOTA. The ‘Third Fleet, under Admiral HALSEY, has been
grestly angmented by the addition of ships of all types, imcluding
transports and amphibious vessels; and reorpanized so that in addition

to Task Force 38, it now contains various forees for lendifig- occupation-

and support. Bur own Marine: snd Bluejacket Companies sre included,
The job assigned to the rest.of ws is that of carrier support. Task
Group 38.1 will cover the arca.of NORTH HONSHU and HOKEAIRO from &
position up off KAMAISHI. The planes will maintain.s Combet Adr Patrol
over the Jap fields to insire that any Japs who didn't get the wor
méy'be dealy with in. the manner in vhich they have becoms a.ccwnstomed.

We: will probably commence these flight operations on Saturday the 25th.

On Sunciay an advance airborne landing will tske place at ATSUGT AIR-

' B.near TOKYO and a force of battleships and other types will arrive
in. S&GM&I WAN, which is just ocutside TOKYO BAY itself, and some groups,
such as minesweepers; will enter TOKYO BAY, On the 28th, airborne
troops. will land on ATSUGI ATRDROME and naval and marine lamding forces

~will cccupy YOROSUKA NAVAL BASE in TOKYO BAY, Further landings will
take place the. following two days and on 31 Abgust the fomal surrender

"will take place. Further landings including the large Army forces who

" will carry out the actual task of occupation will follow as théy are

‘available, The necess:Lty ef keepmg the maximmm possible. i‘orce ‘ready

- 112_?
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BB59/A10-1.  UsBuS. MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENTLAL ' WAR DIARY

for. a.ctim until the surrender is actually accemplished and our forees
are in control ashore is obvicus, After that the necessity of watching
the Japs while they still have guns and planes remains, but it may be
that, if all goes well, a few-ships can be spared. We can only do the
Jjob we have and .see what happens, We have no definite orders or in-
formation about overhawl, and I hesitate to risk snother predicgtion.
I wi]_‘!. let you know when we do recelve word,"

2y AUGUSI‘ 1945

- =34@t:-N 37- 56,11 N '
11»3"-55-3' l&3°-32.2‘

Opemting 4in ares east of Tokym

_ Carriers launched large scale reconaissance missions during the

day. for the purpose-of lecating Prisoner-of-Wat Camps in the area to

. the north of Tokyo and of dropping sapplies to these camps vhenever

possible: A number of such camps were located; pllots reperted the

intermees . appeared to be greatly exciied when our planes flew over.
6727 LK. SWENSCH alongside to starboard to deliver officisl

modl. 1052 BIGBEE alongside te sbarboard.to-exchange movies. ‘

SCHROEDER along starboard quarter at 1138 to deliver U.S, Magl,

‘ Faeled destroyers dur:mg afternoen, HASS&GEHSETTS gwlmg HC Kﬁ:

and Jﬁﬂm BODGEBS,. :

25 AUGUST 1945 |
9800 Poaition . 2000 Positj'g n
390244 &' ¥ "380-5140' N
3.43"-2;1.3‘ U3%-53.0! E

Btmi.ng moyning carriers launched additional reconaissance fl:ights
to 1ecate Pri soner-of-¥War Camps-and to drop supplies to camps located
yosterday,.

. Fueled destroyers during £erenoon period, MASSACHUSETTS fueling
- JORN RCDGERS, HCMMdBASHIEIL

L 26 AUGUST I9L5 | |
0800 féaigg 1200, Position | | 2000 Position
k -31}-3’ - TSRO R 0°=28,0' N.

Lg%-1.5t & | 12;39»&6.9' - 143‘-’-53.63. E
. Operating off northern HONSHI. |

. . - _Fueled destroyers &l dawn, this ship fueling JOHN RQBGERS and
MG KEE.

f "3-13_;"
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BB59/AL2-1 VeSS MASSACHUSETTS | e ﬁl
. C&l
CONFTPENTTAL m nxm 0

At 1005 passed 2 mine 508 yards off starboard beam. A smoke. bot
was dropped marking the spot; the Tosk Group Commander was notified,
o COLLEIT alongside to starbeard at 136 to deliver U,5, Mail and

 freignt.

27 AUGUST 1945

0800, Position _.-ﬂ-Pesitio. 2000 Pogition’
8 w29,0' N. T369-13.51 N
145%-15.91 B lh5°~30a 2' & 145%-20,4¢ B

SOTFIED

T "“:@ -
'»..‘HJ.:.F _
> -_{_.,..‘ ..V' . -

i, s

Py

R«.-.ndemroused with- rueling . gromp., at. dawn,. Formed fueling Bispeaiti.on
5. 9Faxt® at. 0429, coarse and axis 180"(1‘) » Bpeed & knots, : :
- . Alongside NMATAHALA to fuel at 0630. At 0650 L.K., SWENSON along-
side to- deliver official mail, Corpleted- fuel:.ng at 0855. Resumed
assigned station in Disposition,.
At 0929 S.N. MOOEE along pert quarter to carry Gaptain JOHN R.
- REDMAN, SN, Commanding Officer of MASSACHUSETTS, to AL&B&MA for
- conference with GomBatRon THO. -
: ERUSH alongside st 1212 to transfer parsennel for transportation
to-the-United States.
-Ab 1257 ALABAMA came alongside {0 port i¢ transfer peraonnel.
Captain JOHN R, REDMAN returned aboard at this time also.
+  JOHN RODGERS alongside. to starbeard at 1438 to transfer personnel
for transportetion, ALABAMA eleared side at 1453,
INDIANA alongside: to pert at 1517 to transfer peraonnel' transfer

completed s.t 162;.3.
SG along starboard quarter to transfer passengers at 2.610.
2& AUGUST 1945 '
1200 Pogg,tgen 2000 Pc;sition
37 0=06,6! N —&9‘3'
Ut %ii545¢ B lh-& ~10,0! E

Contimued cruising off northern ﬁE}ESHB. Resumed. replenishmnt
operations at dswms -~ Ab 0507 chenged speed to 8 knots; and rotated
axis to right to 230°(T).
' Along starboard side of VIRGO to receive stores and provisions -
at 05453 carpleted provismom.ng at 1056+ Took assigned stationsin
disposition.

BRUSH alnngside to transfer patient for medical, attention at
1208, - CHLIETIE alongside to port to deliver officisl mail at 1250,
AL l?gé formed cruising Disposition 5 "Roger®, axis 000°(T);

course 230°(T), speed.9. knots, mcﬂums guide, Ab 1815 -
BENNINGTON assumed:guide..

- Buring the afternoon a deapateh was received from. Gcmiihird Fleet
" indicabing that this ship will leave for a period on the West Gaas'b of
the United States ahout 3eptemhar 3.

.
- m -
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‘BBB9/Al2-1 - - UuSuSs MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY
- 29 AUCUST 195 |
ea'rogts.on 1200 Position . Pds;tigg
35 -35-8‘ 35”-11; TN : 35 wl2,8t N
142722, 2! E UA%51,50 E - 11°-45.0' E
" Gpera;tug east of Tokyo. Routi.ne patrols were 1aa:mchagl'by carriers. ; Y
: | 30 AUGHST 1945 | | .
Position. 1200 Posttion | ,&. Fositicn
| 35%-30.3" N L 350"52-& B 398 587" N
UPu29.7t B © 4,10 B L2P-heht B

Fueled- COLLETTE and SCHROEDER at dawn. MC KUHE alongside at -55
to deliver passenger for transportation teo United States. ' i
At 1130 BatBiv & formed column astern of ALABAMA in order that . A
photographs might be taken from BENNINGTON. Resumed station in 5 ' S
"Roger® at 1227, All hends manned Alr Attack. ﬁatious vhile pictures
were being made;.
SEEESCN alongside to. starbeard at. 1634 to tranafer officizl mail,
At 1740 Commander of Task Group 38.1 directed MASSACHBSEITS and
- ASTORYA, when: relsased to proseed on duty assigued, designating the
two. ahips Tesk Unit 38.1.15, Officer in Tatical Command is Caplain
JOHN R, REDMAN, USN, in MASSACHUSETIS, MANSFIELD and CCLLEITE de-
signated as ?ask Unit 38,116, Officer in Tactital Command in COLLETTE,
and were Insiructed to sereen Task Unit 38.1.15.
Previously, Commander Task Ferce 38 directed that HAS&ACHBSETTS
report to Commander Task Group. 38.3 to plek up passengers by dawn . - -
1 September. Hence; Tagk Units 38.1.15 and 38,1.16 pmceeded tmrd ' o
that group. ;
Pertinent porbions of: ﬂamTask Group 38.1's message fellew.

REFERENCE COMTHIRDFLT!S 2723@&011«' 3&'52@31;9)1 WHEN

DIREGTED ABOUT 1837 ITEM AUGUST-3¢TH.-CAPTATN REDMAN IN =

MASSAGHUSETTS. WITH ASTORIA FORM TU 38.1.15 X COMMANDER HERMS

IN COLLETT WITH MANSFIELD FORM TU 38.1,16 X TU 38,1.15 WITH -

Y 32.1.16 AS ESCORT PROCEED VIA 34~29-15 N, 139-41 E 70 . : g
- BETHEEN . LONG 135 msm9nmmermrslnwsmm :

 FENDEZVOUS ‘WITH TG 38,3 BY DAWN 1 SEPTEMEER FOR LOADING PERSQINEL X

'HEPORT: TO CTG 38.3 X TU-38.1,15 DISSOLVE UPON ARRIVAL X WHEN

RELZASED TU.32.1.16--RETURN AND RENDEZVCUS WITH TG 32.1 IN-

SCUTHERN PART OF AREA NORTH OF LAT 38 N WEST OF LONG 146 E

mmnmamwxnen&mmaememzmx

At 1305 Asmm d:.rected to fem mocr) on msswrmsm’rs, conrse
and axis 2259(T), speed L4 knobs. Screening. destroyers wexe directed .
to take screening stations. - Froceeded toward Task Group 38.3,

: At 1931 ComTask Unit 38.1.15 a,ddressed the following daspatch
to Ta.ak Unit. 28,1.15 and to Taslc Unit 38.1.16s : ‘

‘-3.15-
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BBS9/a12-L UiS.5. MASSACHUSETTS
5 Cmsmmm ' ma:smz L

......

MY ONE NIGHT smm.xnwzéﬁ CRIEB‘iTTE) 25§ TRUE 3
and. at 2103 the following* '

USE RUDDER FOR TACTICAL DIAMETER OF ONE THOUSAND YAIDS X

Ihlring the. daya immed:.at-ely preceding detachment. var:mw ships
transferred to this ship personnel who are to be transported, to the
United States. At the present time there are 6 officers and 3?0 enw=
ligted men on board as passengers.

. 31 AUGUST 1945

0400, Pomim o 1200 Pogition

SL-33.30 N 349=18.0' N. 33%30.!
ws -@s.'." 139%29.7" E  138%16.8' E

" Ab.@X0 the Tadc Unit changed conrse and axis to 250%(T), At
1110 - -changed:course and axis left to 225%(T). Shortly before noon
the-lookouts. sighted land off the port bow.. The islsnd sighted Was
identified as MIYAKA SHIMA. The task unit followod a course which
kept MITARA SHIMA to port and KIT SHIMA, and smllar islands close
by BII SHIMA to starboard.

In order that destroyers might be topped off, slowed- te 12 knots
et 1337, COLLETIE slongside-to fuel at 1605; completed at 1632,

At 1640. 0 mine was sighted to starboard and was sunk by CCLIETTE,

- MANSFIELD slongside to fuel at 1646; completed at 1719,

Changed speed to 10 knots at 1957,
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BEGY/ AJO~2 bO/rm

u. S S. MASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENTTAL, WAR DIARY

1 SEPTEMEER 1945

2000 Position
EPALS VY l\I
140°=45. 21

1200 Position
320-15,91 N
138%-31.01t

0800 Positien
320-19.67 N
1370-13, 2t

Actlng independently under crciers from Comnander Task Group 38 1,
Rear Admiral T,L, SPRAGHE, USH, on directives fram ComTask Force 38, and
Comander THIFD Fleet, Adm:Lral W.F, HALSEY, USH, en way to form Task
Group 30.3 for departure to west coast of the Inited Stabtes,

Task Unit 38.1,15 composed of WASSACHUSETTS (Captain JOHN R. REDMAV,
USN, in MASSACHUSETTS, T.U.C.) and ASTORIA. Task Unit 38.1.16 composed
of COL‘L@TT‘“ and MAI\ISFIELD

4t noon, assumed calls and organization of Task Group 30.3 armd infermed
ComThird Fleet and other Comuanders in the area south and east of Tekyo, to

clarify the status of MASSACHUSETTS and ships in company. This group was
formally organized on 2 September.
At 1343 sighted Aoga Shima at 31006 yards bearing 0759(T), while on

course 09o°(T) at 10 knots.
o 2 SEPTEMBER 1945
Q800 Position

1200 Position 2000 Position
3105431 N 3Io-L5. 7 N 310-23.5T N
L3027 B 14203531 B 141°-55.11 B

Steaming in company with Task Group 30.3 composed of MSSAEI%USETTS,

ASTORIA, and STEMBEL emroute to join Task Group 30.8.1 for replemishment

and o camplete taking passengers aboard ships of the group for transfer
to United States, A1l ships carred officers and men from other Third
Fleet units who were eligible for discharge from the service.

Alongside KASKASKIA at 0705 to fuels

MOAIE came alpngside at 0923 to port to transfer persomel.

Received provisiens from ALDEBAHEY -al o946,

1142 STEMBEL came alongside to port te transfer mail and personnel. .
Formed ‘Task Group 30.3 as ships of group joined: Task Group 30.3 formea
pursmnt to the orders of Commander Third Fleet the pertinent portions
of which follow:

YABCUT NOON 2 SEFT FORM TG 30. 3 CAPT REDLJAN IN MASS T.G.C., ESSEX,
SAN JACINTO, ASTORIA, SAN DIEGO, STEMBEL, O'BANNON X DEPART FORENCON 3
SEPT BEAST LONGITUDE DA'I‘E AND PRDCFED VZA GREAT CIRCLE ROUTE 70 PUGET
SOUKD X SPEED OF ADVA NCE STXTEEN KNOTS X ARRIVE DESTINATION 13 SEPT.
WESTERN DATE X REPORTS

. MURRAY alongside port quarter to trassfer guard mail at 1543,
- GIRARD alongside at 1606 to transfer personnel, cnle;iy BU&SSA&iUSETTS‘
deta.lls which werse laIIG.F‘d at Yokosuka. _

155007 | o RECORDID
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BB5Y9/ A10-1 U.S.S. KASSACHUSETTS
CONFIDENTIAL _ " WAR DIARY

SAW JACINTO alongslde to pert to redeive persomel at 1632,

SAN DIEGO joined Task Group 30.3 at 1717, and all ships were present,

Issued variocus cruising instructicns and replenishment orders in
preparation for return to west coast of United States.

Hemained in vicinity of replenishment group during the night.

3 SEPTEMBER 1945 ' | ;.I ' - ¢
0800 Position . 1200 Position. ' 2000 Position
Z10-11,1% N IO B 93004, 11 N
UuE-58.40 B 143°-34.4 B | 1450-36.81 B

Doring nlght, settled the task gmup in D:Lspos:Lt:Lon 9=C, an open
column at 1500 yards, in order
WASSACHUSETTS =
ESSEX
. SAN JACINTG
: ASTCRIA :
"~ with SAN DIEGD and destroyers ahead. 4xts 0450(T). Before dawn, sent
SAN DIEGO and STEMBEL to fuel and manenvered to remain in viciunity watil
they were ready to proceed. Ab 0800 set course of 045°(T), speed 16
knots and departed from area enroute Puget Sound ¥ia great circle,
O'BANHCN alongside te port at 0505 tor transfer of mail,
STEMEEL alengside to port at 0938 for transfer of nall.
Changed to minug ten (~10) zone time at 1000.
O ' BANNON alongszl.de to port at 1127 to transfer one passenger to
MASSACHUSETTS.
Changed fleet course and axis to O4S C(T) at 1433,

L SEPIEMBER 1945

0800 POSl‘blOII 1200 Position 2000 Position
350-20 31 N 369-08,51 1 Y0, 8V N
148°-32.11 & S u+9°-_z,f+.5f. E 151°~53.8' B .

STEMBEL alongside to port te receive guard mail at 1313.
Changed course and axis to 051°(T) at L422.
Changed to minus eleven (-11) zone time.

5 SEPTEMBER 1945

08GO Posz.tlon i 100 Pegition . - 2000 Pos:.tlcm .
390“3# (AN P EOP=11.31 I‘I . lel”"'Bl it

15& ~5ho 51 B C 155%59.0t B 158 ~2z;.9r

O'BANNON alongs:ude te starboard to fuel at 0835.
Changed course and axis to Osbo(T) at 11453 changed Speed to 17

. knots.
..*.
c =118 -
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BBSG/412-1 U 8.5, MASSACHUSETTS

CONFIDEMITAL WAR DIARY

6 SEPTEMBER 1945

0800 Pos:!.tlcn ' 1200 Position ; 2000 P'osahtlon

.{;jow-jS 21 ' "-_1-36"50'9‘ N RS L Yo
_ 162 ~G 4t B - 163°-1LO' B 166°-00, 21 & Y

L]
Chang‘ed fleet course and axis to ObBO(T) at 0900.
Changed clocks to minut 12 {-12) zone time,
O‘BANI\ON a.longslde to port at 1345 te transfer patient.,
In agcordance with instructions frim ¢inCPzc, directed shlps of
group to light ship and turn on ruming lights at 2138,
Changed speed to 163 knots at 2248.

f SEP’I‘EK.BJ_‘R 1945 . {(Bast Long. Date)

0800 Posz.tj.on 1200 Dosltlon 20@0 Position
&&0*20 EL: S LH0-51 ., 7‘ S BTl 2T N
1‘70 ~J6,91 E ' 171°-43.11 174°8-3G.81 |

Secured gun watches at {}8j5, and advised other ships of group
-that the Task Group Commander comsidered that such watches were no
longer considered necessary. Maintained an alert against floating
mines, Flaced peacetime man overboard procedure in effect in the
task group. Changed fleet course and axis to 066°(T) at 1111,

' Changed fleet course and axis to O719(T) at 1629, '

Changed speed to 15 Knots at 2226,

7 SE:P‘I‘EI&BER 1945 (West Long. Date) -

Q800 Position 1200 Position .200{3 Poéition
ASO-A;O 2T N ) CL99-00,7 N L9C~34,51 N
3.790—02.0‘ B - 179%=26.3 W o 176%02.41 W

At 0000 changed to plus twelve (12) zone time,
Changed speed to 16 knots-ab 0854,

Crossed 180 meridian at 1035. )
Changed fleet.course and axis to O77%(T) at 1319.

§ SEPTEMEER 1945

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

§0-Jh, 51 N EO6-31,91 N 500-55.61 N
1710-~22,8% % - L Le90-22.8' W , 1669-27.21 § o
i .
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(ﬁianged clocks to plus eleven (11} zone time at 0200+

Changed speed Lo 14 knots al 1535.

Changed speed to 12 knots ab 1547.

.- STEEBEL alengside to starbeard at 1549 to exchange movles.
- O'BANNON alongside at 1740 to eschange movies.
Changed fleet course and axis to 0800( T} at 1750, speed to 15
knots,
Changed 'speed to 17 knots at 1803,

9 SEPTEMBER 1945

0800 Posibion 1200 Positicn 2000 Position

510~38,51 N , S10-L02T | 510-48.11 N
161°-35.1" W - 160°-0L.41 "W . 1560=34. 7t W

(ha.nged clocks to plus. teﬂ (10) time zone at 0RO,
Changed speed to 15 knots at 0853,
STEMBEL alongside te starboard to fuel at 0903,

Changed fleet course and axis to 091°(T), speed te 17 knots at 2252,

10 SEPTEMDER 1945

0800 Positiom 1200 Position 2000 Position
510 39,31 H E10.27,21 N CTBEIO-ILLOT R
151%-11,2' W - C L9%-57.87 W WpO-1h,1t W

In view of 2 storm which threatened te pass fairly clese to the
northward, changed fleet course and axis te 110%(T) ab 0636, .-

Changed clocks €0 plus .nine (9) zone time ai 1000.

Changed fleet course and axis to 0959(7T}, speed to 16 at 1205,

11 SEPTEMEER 1945

. 0800 Pesitien 1200 Position. : 2000 Positim

500-53, 011 - 500-59.9% N 500-36.51 N
UOPG.0T W o L399-33.5¢ W C 13325t W

Changed clocks to plus eight (8) zone time at 1000,

Changed. speed to 12 kmois at 1243.

STEMEEL alongs:.de te port at 1503 to tr&nsfer ﬁersonnel. :

At 1515 BAN DIEGO, SAN JACINTO, ASTORIA, and 0fBANNON departed
from Task Group 30.3 in accordance with the orders Ffran Commander Task
Group 30.3; the pertinent pertions of which fodiow: R

MABOUT 11 SEPT IN VICINITY 50-408 138W FORM TU 30.3.4 CAPTAI"Q
MULLAY IN SAN DINGC WITH SAN JACINTC, ASTORIA, AND O'BANNOW X PROCEED
TO. 54N FRANCISK BAY é‘iml‘lfﬁ\ff‘ FOREROON Y, SEPT FOR NAVY YARD OVERHAULS
AS SCHEDULED Xv

Lhanged speed te 16 knetq at 1554,

a’& 1558 formed column open prder from van to rear - ﬂm&%(}}[{js};fﬂs

: _“-.,120 -
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ESSEX, STEMPEL . | |
Changed fleet course and axis to IOOO(T) at Lk,
Changed speed to 15 kniots at 21A3.

12 SEPTRMBER 1945 ' . '
OBOO Position 100 Position 2000 Positioi
500-00,0° N - TOVo5. 1t R FG0-0L. 10 §

131°-26,81 W 130°-00,0t g : 1.27°-03,11 ¥

Ch@nged course to 110°(T) at 0915,
Changed speed to 10 knots at 1106.
Changed speed te 16 knots at 1406, ' : : - :
_ Changed fleet course and axis to 1120(T) at 2003. - ' '
Changed speed to 15 knots at 2143, i
Changed fleet course and axis to 100%(T) at 2307 to avoid ships '.
on starboard bow. ' i
Cnanged fleel courss and axis to J.ZAD{T) at 2324, approaching ' !
Puget Sound.

13 SEPTEKBER 1945

AL 0200 Changed to plus seven (7) zone time.
fppreached Pugel Sound at 15 knots with fleet course and axis
T14°(T) in column open order with MASSACHUSETTS in van as guide.
At 0018 started meking course changes to enter the straits. . :
At 0107 ebserved Tatoosh. light and Strait Light Ship. '
Passed. Swiftsure Bank lighted whistle buoy abemm to port at 0142,
Pasged Strait Light Ship abeam to port at 0300, .
CObserved l1ights of Neah Bay off starboard bow. Fog commenced c¢los~
ing in and shortly reduced the visibility to about 500 yards. This
situation existed until about 1100, and the formation was navigated
and maneuvered in the straits largely by radar. Contact with Navy
- Yard personpel at Port Angeles was delayed until 1130 when they were
received aboard frem a patrol boat. :
Directed ESSEX and STEMBEL to proceed independently in Puget
Sound disbanding Task Group 3C.3.
Recexved second Coast Guard Patrel Boat alengside to starboard
at 1255 to transfer Navy Yard Personnel.
Started vibration test at 1437 in area south of Victoria, B.Cs,
using speeds from 18 to 27 knots.
Completed vibraticd test at 1736 and headed toward Bremerton..
Anchored in berth “Charl:i_e n, Sinclair Inlet off Navy Yard, Puget
Sound, ad 19147. ' Co
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1, SEPTEMBER 1945 -
Unloaded. ammunlt ion.
15 SEPTEMBER 1945
.

Disciarged pssengers and flrst leave party of 23 oi‘flcers amd
862 men and left the ship for one month leave.

17 SEPTEMEER 1945
At 0955 shifted berth from snchorage "Charlie® to pier #, PSNY.
and moored port side to. Captain JOHNW R. REDM#N USN, assumed dubies
as Senior Officer Fresent Afloat,
19 SEZF’TEMBER 1945

Entered Dry Dock Ne. 4.
Ship is to receive an extensive overhaul to include work on

boilers, various parts of engineering plant; propellers, navigation
‘bridge, flag plot, staff accomodations, eic., and installations of
new radars, firé control gear and other equipment, Woving of C.I.C,

to below armor, ete. Availability orlglnally set at bO days but
extended several times, _

' 30 SEPTEMBER 1945 _
At 0200 changed to plus eipght (8) zone time,
| 14 OCTOBER 1945

Second leave party, compriging aboub half of sh:l.p's compa.ny
cermenced 30 days leave .

1 DECEMBER 1945

Overhaul. eontimﬁ.ng with .campletion date set for 26 Decewber and

Ready-for-Sea date for 3 January. During the peried from 13 September

to date, 950 enlisted personnel have been transferred for discharge.
1064 Men are now aitached, Extensive training of persomnel underway
in preparation for operations er trip to Reserve Fleet Port as may be

- erdered.

8 DECEMBER 1345

Undocked from Dry Deck #l;. and meorecl aiongs;de pler #3; starboard

side to.
=
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BB59/AL2-1 ) U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS HOUTE TO: 42
CONFIDENTIAL VAR DIARY - 18 JAN 1946
S BRDEL e vo. wer ML /.M’,s
17 DECHMEER 1945 Poc. .
- Beld dock trials. | Copy Nl Gl
R6g. Now weomen 2l

18 DECEMBER 1945

4

Underway on one days nots.ce to shift berth to anchorage "Baker,

: S:.nclalr Inlet, Overhaul interrupted by the arrival of a large

nurk .. ships assigned to "Magic (arpet! operatimn reguiring hlgh.
priority voyage repairs, A very sma 11 amout of work is ¢6 continue
on the overhaul, but the. Commandant of the Naval Base estimates that

 there will be at least a ten day delay., U.S.S. ESSEX, and SHANGRI-LA

gimilarly had their overbauls interuppted. Unofficial estimates ind-
feate that the shipyard has more ships under overhaul then at any
other time in its history., Ship will load ammnifion, clean up ship,
train personnel, etc., while anchored out, There remains about five
to ten days work in the Navy Yard outstanding,

31 DECEMBER 1945

Ship remains at anchor in Sinclair Inlet with status of over-

 haul completion still indefinite. Five to ten days shipyard work are

still oubstanding. Ship has made considerable progress em ammunibion
}_oadlng, personnel training and general readiness for limited operai-
ions., The personnel situabion is acube, bub the period of "frantich
demobilizalion appears to have passed and it is now possible to plan
more orderly training and turn-over of duties of mem to be discharged.,
There are now 873 enlisted personnel aboard, 1147 having been trans-
ferred for discharge since arrival in the Uni‘!;ed States on 13 September.
There has been a very large turnover of officer personnel, bul the
ship remains well over allowance, chiefly because of the large number
of Ensigns received. The ships future employment is now relatively
elear., Bureau of Personnel allewance of 23 officers amd A07 enlisted
will be effective on actually joining Third {Reserve) Fleet. U.3.8.
MASSACHUSETTS is assigned as flagshlp of Commander Third Fleet and

as part of Battleship Division Three (with INDIANA and ALABAKA).
Permanent mooring will apparently be provided inm San Pedreo or San
Francisco area, and ship will remain in complete material readiness,

QS.

" SAVIDGE,; (TN
Commarder, B.S.™7

JOHI! R. REDMA!
_ Captain, U,S, i\avy,
¢ Comnanding..
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