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CONFIDENTIAL ;m
' : Paga bt
UNITED STATES SHIP _ MASSAGHUSETTS Thursdey. . 25  Hovember ., 1943.
’ (Day; o [Data) {Meath)
Zone c}g'scripﬁnn .Pgl 2 : .
Po:gibion s = = 0800 "I e — — === 1 2{)_0 — S TR T - — — 2060 - .
Lat. 39 19,1 W 59 02.7° N.. : 39 18,5 WM.

Long. 171° 58,59 B, 172° 05.6" B. 1720 05 4 R

OPERATEONAL REMARES
(WAR DIARY)

1600 to 2000 {Gonuinued}

Tmergency ships left te.course 150° (T}. 1941 Ceased firing, having expended:
18 projectiles 5“/38 callber projectiles AL Mark 35.3 with Mark 32 nose fuses,
Lot qQueen; 18 charges. 5"/38 caliber: 12 SPDN 3968 flashless, 3 SPDN 4112
;lashless, 3 SPRN 4113 flashless. - 1941 Emergency ahips left to course 110°
{T). 1945 Giroup of enelny planes bearing 290% (T}, distant 19,300 yards,
range opening raplidly. 1947 IZmergency shlps left to course llOo {1}, 1948
Commander Task Group 50,2 reported large group of unidentified aircraft
bearing 110° (T}, distant 89 miles. 1952 Group of enemy planes bearing 1359
(T}, distant & miles. 1953 Bmergency ships right to course 1500 {7}, 1958

Zmergency ships right to course 180¢ (T)o //4%221J(;%QL£A{éit _
%.%]ﬁ@ﬂth%//

Ensign, U.S5.N.R.

2000 to 2400 o

Steamlng as before. 2008 Changed fleet course to 210° (TJ 2016
Commericed zig=zagg1ngs ugsing Plan 6. 2023 Coased zig-zagging, remained on
zig-zag course 235° (T). 2028 Unidentified object reported bearing 270° (T},
distant & miles. U.3.5. RADFORD lLeft the formatlon to investigate the
contact. 2028 Changed fleet . course to 270°% (). 2031 Commenced zlg=3agg1ng,
ugsing Plan 6. 2040 Ceased zlg-2agging, remained on zig-zag course 2300 (1.
2049 Changed Tleat course to. 1?00 (T}, 2055 Changed fleet ecourse. to 26009 (TB,
2112 Changed fleet course to 280° (7). 2119 Changed Tleeb course to 260° {T).
2127 Changed Tleet course to 3009 (T). 2135 Seceured from Alr Defense, seb
Conditien of Readiness II-Able, secured from lMaterisl Readiness Zebra, set
Material Readiness Zebra (A). 2141 Changed flest speed to 18 knots. 2144
UsS.8. RADFORD reported ezcellent submerine contact, attacking with depth
charges. 21h5 Formed Cruiging Dispos*tlon 5=Roger, fleet courae 3000 (),
fleet axis BlO (T} IASSACHUSETTS in station 3- 180 fleet guide in U.S. Se
ENTERFRISE bearing 3100 (T}, distant 4,000 yards. 2156 Commenced zig-zagglng,
vains Plan 6. 2348 Observed U,S.S5. RADFURD conducting depth charge attaek

on enemy submarine,
7 /
A, W, MACHEN, Jr{

Insign, U.S. N.R.

)lpprov_ed

. . Examined: .
T..D. ROUDOOE, Glileia
Captain, U.S. _N%TTY; Commanding Officer. © Commander, ULy

Navigator

To be: furﬁ'arded ditect to the l’.“umm:mder in Clnef 1. 5. Fleet, either af end of an operation ar at the end of the calendar month.

I 4 5, GovERHMENT FRINTING BFEICT : 1043 16—13670-1
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PART ﬂﬁ
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C@NFEDENTML _ e “‘“iU
_ _ : Paga____.__.__
UNITED- STATES SHIP_ MASSACHUSETTS - Friday 26 _ November _, 19.43.
: (Dny) Co (Data} * {Month)
Zone degeription ;‘1.2 : .
FPosition ~ - 0806 - 1200 : 2000 :
Lot 30 21.1' K. : 29 29.7' N, 1°10.7° N.. |
Long. 171°% L0, 7T B, —172° 26.7° B, 1729 17,4 E,

OPERATIONAL REMARES
{WAR DIARY)

0000 1o 0400

Unterway in company with Task Group 50.2 in accordance with Commander
Central Paclfic Force Operating Plan CEN 1-43, Serial 00110, of 25 Cetobex
1943. In Cruising Dlsposltien 5-Roger, fleet cdurse 300° (T), fleet axis
3109 (T}, MASSACHUSETTS in. statlon 3180, fleet guide in U.S5.S. ENTERPRISE
in statlon 1000, bearing 310 (), dlstant 4,000 yards, standard speed 16 knots,
fleet -speed 18 knots, zig=zagging in accordance with Plan 6. All boilers om
the line for gteaming purposes. Ship in Condition of Readiness II=Able,
Material Readiness Zebra (A), Boiler Readiness 33, Alrcraft Readiness 9.
Ship. darkened., 0149 Ceased. zlg=zagg1ng, remained on zig-zaz course 3200 {T).
0203 Changed fleet courss to 03¢% {T). 0214 Resumed zig—zagglng, using Plan
6., 0250 Ceased zig-zdgging, resumed. base course 030 (T) 0300 Changed
fleet course to.110° (T). 0315 Resumed zlg«zagging, uszng Plan 6,

r/

A. W. MACHEN, J’r/
Ensizn, U.8.X.R.

0,00 to 0800

Steaming as. befcre. D521 Changed fleet: speed to 20 knoks. 0524
411 hands to. General Quarters for dawn stand-to, set Material R adiness Zebra.
0522 U.S+S. BOID reported unidentified.surface contdet bearing B78° (T);
distent 14 mileg. 0608 Ceased zig-zagaeing, remained on zigwzag course 090
(T}, 0616 Changed Tlest speed to 18 knots. 0625 Changed flest course o
180° (T}. 0625 Secured from Generel Quarters, seb Condition of Readinsss
II-Able. Secured from Material Readiness Zebra,’ ‘86t ‘Material Readiness
Zebra (A). Lighted ship. 0632 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 0640
Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zlg-zag course 200° (T). 0644 Ghanged fleet
course to 1359 (T). 0648 U.S5.S., INDIANA reported surface contact bearing
097° (T), adistant.2l miles, 0657 Commencad zingagging, using Plan 9. 0712
Ceased, zmg-zagglng, regumed base courge 135% {T), 0715 Changed fleet course
to 1809 (T). 0722 Resumed zig-zegging, using Plan 9. 0737 Passed numerous
floating. objects of debris, including blts of cork, a life Jacket, and an
airplene wheel, believed t0 be result of an acbion L8 hours previocus.

A, W. MACHEN,
'Ens ign B U.S.Q'No &

0800 to 1200 '
Stgamin &s befere, 08006 Ceased zig—zagging, remained. on zig-zag

“eourse 150° (T). 0802 Ghanged fleet course %0 175° (T)}. 0804 Sighted two
smoke Tlares. bearing 0;0 (T}, distant 15,000 yards.. Passed floating oil
drwe close aboard to poft.: 0814 Observed plane ‘crash from U,S.S5. BELLEAY
WOOD. 0820 Changed fleet course to lh5° {T}. 0827 U.S.5. FLETCHER reported
having rescued three survivors of crashed plane. 0837 Changed fleet speed
t0 25 knots. 0904 Changed fleet course to 1459 {T}., 0912 Changed flest
course to 1759 (T}. 0820 Changed fleet speed to.18 knots., 0924 Changed
fleet course to. 1050 (7). 0927 Commeénced zig-zegeging, using Plam 9. 1028 ..
Changed fleet gpeed to 22 knots. 1032 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-
zag course 1059 (T). 1033 Resumed zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 1115 Changed
tleet speed to 23 knots. 1120 Changed fleet course to 1059 (T). L1136 -

Changed fleet course to 125° (T) 1145 Changed fleet course to 105° {T).

APproved:.- ; : o Bxamined: - Ensign, US NRﬂ

. C-ammahdéngj Officer. . - Cemmander, U%\Tﬁtténgy
T Navieator

Ta 'be farwarded dn‘ect to tiqe Commander in Chxet'. fJ 5. Fleet either at end of an operation or at the end of the calendar month N _
: oy 5. GOVEANNENT PRIHTING OFFICE : (033. - 10—30070-1 ' -,4{-.',‘ ?.

| DECLA snlum
i
Sutiragdly +,
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 CONFIDENTIAL
_ UNITED STATES SHIP_ lASSACHUSETTS Frifay 26 November ., i9.43.)
= - _ © @y - (Data) any . )
“Fone deé eription # 12 : _ .
Position ) 0800 - 1200 ] 2000
Lat. 39 21,1 N, 29 39,7t N, 19 10,71 W,

Long. 1717 L0.7% E. . 1729 26.7% E. 172°% 7.4t R,

OPERATIONAL REMARES
{WAR DPIARY)

1200 to 1600

. Steaming as before, 1215 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 1217
Changed fleet course to 210° (T), 1223 Commenced zig-zagging, using FPlan 9,
1426 Changed fleet speed to 23 knots. 1h29 Ceéased zig-zagging, resumed
bagse course 2109 {T}. 1437 Changed fleet gpesd to 25 knots. 1hiLé Changed
tleet course to 100° (T). 1454 Changed fieet speed to 23 knots, 1454 Sighted
several wooden bozes and two o0il drums afloat distant 5,000 yards. 1504
Changed fleet speed to 18 knots., U.S.S. FLETCHER reported having sighted
empty life raft. 1513 Changed fleet coursée to 2100 (T). 1520 Commenced
zingaggingé'using Plan 9. 1548 U.5.5. INDIANA designated fleet guide;

bearing 340% {7}, distant 5,100 yards. y/&%;zbjjziddkiii;
L : ' ' -~
A. W. MACHEN, Jr,€%2/

Ensign, U.S.N.R.

1600 4o 2000 ' .

' " Bteaming as before. 1607 Ceased zig-zagging, remasined. on zig-zag
course 235° (L), 1609 Changed fleet course to L8600 {T). 1618 Commenced
zigézaggingéuuSingfPlgn;Qa_“1629 U,5.5., ENTERFRISE designated fleet gulde,
bearing 310" {T), distant 4,000 yards. 1652 Ceased zig-zagging, remained
on zig-zag eourse 1759 (T} 1655 Sighted unidentified plane on horizon
flying low, bearing 2909 {T). 1701 Changed fleet speed to 23 knots. 1704
U.8.8. NORTH CAROLINA reported having sighted = Betty bearing 2809 (T),
digtant 14 miles.. 1721 Changed fleet course to 180° {T}. 1723 Changegd

Tlset speed to 18 knots. 1737 Commender Tagk Group 50.2 reported one

engmy plane shot down by Combat Air Patrol, 1742 Ceaged zig-zagging,
remained on zig-zag course 195° (T). 17L6 Changed fleet course to 1109 (T},
as carriers commenced recovery of alrcraft and launching of three planes

for night fighter patrol. L174& Changed fleet speed to 23 knots. 1752 Changed
‘fleet course to 100° (T). 1754 U.S.5. INDIANA reported unidentified aireraft
bearing 112° {T), distant 21 miles, 1759 41l hands to Air Defemse. Set
Material Readiness Zebra. Darkened ship. 1803 Changed fleet speed to 18
knots. 1803 Officer in Thctical Commend ordered fighter planes to investie-
gate unidentified aircraft. 1805 Formed Disposition 5-Vietor to repel air
attack, fleet course 100% {T), fleet axis 310° (‘T)6 MASSACHUSETTS in station
3180, fleet guide in U.S.5. ENTERFRISE bearing 21Q%Y {T), disbant 3500 ysrds,
1810 U.3.8. JENKINS reported sighting one Emily bearing 055° {T), 1812
Sighted unidentified plane bearing 045° (R). 1813 Changed fleet course to
190° (T). 1818 Changed fleet speed to 19 knots. 1819 Changed fleet course
to 1809 {T). 1822 Changed fleet speed toc 21 knots. 1825 Changed fleet course
to 280° {T). 1834 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 1844 Ceased zig-
zagking, remained on gig-zag course 245%° (T). 1845 Changed fleet course

to 170° (T}, 1900 Commander Task Group 50.2 reported lerge group of uniden-—
tified aireraft bearing 305° {T), distant 5 miles, and one group bearing 330°
(T}, distent 11 miles. 1901 Emergency ships left to 140° {(T}. 1907 Emergency
ships left o course 080° (T}, 1907 Opened fire to starboard on attacking
enemy phkines. For details of sction ses Commending Officer's secret lebter
BB59/49~8, Seriel 004, of December 1l, 1943, and enclosures., 1908 Checked
fire, 1910 Two groups of énemy planes reported bearing 1209 (R}, distant

13 miles, and 180C (R}, distant }1 miles. 1913 Bmergency ships right te
courge L70% (T), 1914 Commenced firing with starboard 5"/38 caliber battery
at attacking enemy planes. 1918 Emergency ships right to course 240° (7).
1919 Checked fire. 1920 Torpedo reported on. port guarter. All engines

ahead emergency flank speed. Commenced emergehcey “turn to starboard.

Approved: W .:/W/é/(]@x&mined; : o - g%tﬁ()

7. D, RUDFOCK.. - ) AN
Gaptain, U.5. Navy; Commaeading Officer, Sonmander, U Naolami
) . : o : : Navigator

" To be forwarded direct to the Commander in Chitef, T. 8. Fiﬁet..e_ﬂhel"ét_ end of sn operstion ar at the end of the calendor month.

TL . U 5. GOVERGMENT BRINTING OFFICE & 1943 1E—3070-1
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. " CONFIDENTIAL | .,

UNITED. STATES SHIP_MASSACHUSETTS . idey . , 1953, |
o ) ) ) {Dar} (Data} {Month)
Zone déseription 3412 .
I%Eﬂﬁ@n_' 0800 1200 ' 2000
Lat. 3° 231.1' N, 2° 39,77 N. A9 10,7t Ny,

Long. 31719 10.7' B, _172° 26.7° E._ _172% 17,40 R,

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

1600 to 2000 (Continued)
1921 Shifted the ruddep, commenced swinging left to course 2059 (T}, 1922
Stéadied on ecourse 240" (T). Changed speed to 21 knots. 1923 One group .

of énemy plenes now bearing 180% (1), distant 9 miles, a second bearimg 110°
{(T), distant 11 miles. 1924 One ememy plane bearing 220° (T), distant 5.5
milés, closing rapidly. 1926 Large group of enemy planes bearing 000° (T),
distant 10 miles. 1926 Emergency ships right to couprse 280° (T). 1930

Five enemy planes coming 1in rapidlg on starboard bow bearing 025° (R).
Emergency ships k&ft to course 190% (T}, 1931 Group of ensmy planes.cireling
to the right, now bearing 2709 (R}, distent 12,000 yards. 1932 Opened

fire with'S"/BS'caliberebattery.to port. 1932 Zmergelcy ships left %o codrse
lOOQ(_T)° 1933 Checked fire, 1934 Emergency ships left to course 0L0° {T).
1935 Group of enemy planes bearing 330° (7T), rangeclosing repidly. 1936
Enemy planes cirellng, now bearing 120° (R}, distant 8.4 miles. 1938 Opened
fire on enemy planes bearing 160° (T), distant 6 miles. 1939 Emergency

ships left to course 330° {¥). 1943 Ceased firing, having expended: 147
projectiles 57/38 ealiber AA Mark 35-3 with Mark 32 nose fuzes (122 Lot
Queen, 25 Lot.Sugar), 1L7 @harges 5"/38 caliber: 67 SFDN 3968 Tlashless;

6 SPDN 4112 flashlege; 2 SPDN 113 flashless; 72 SPD of various indices.

1948 Ships left to course 270° (T). 1949 Closest group of enemy planes

now vearing 039° (T), distant 12 miles. Range to all others opening rapidly.
1957 Ships deft to course 240° (7).

-~ ;
“A. W. MACHEN, Jr.,
Ensigﬂ, U'qs‘s:No.Re

2000 to 2400 - ' _

. ' ing as: before. 2007 Ships right to course 240° {T). 2018 Two
gurviving night fighters .directed by Officer in Tactical Command to return

to base for night landlng on U.5.S., ENTERPRISE, one plane having crashed

in water as & result of getion,. 2020 Ships left %o course 2300 (T). 2028
Ships left to course L40% (T}, as carriers prepared to recover fighter

planes. - 2036 Ships left to course 1109 (T). 2037 BC redar screen now clear

of all unidentified aircraft. 2053 U.S.5. ENTERPRISE completed successful
recovery oftwo. night Yighter planes. 2101 Ssecured from Alr Defense, set
Condition of Readinegs II-Able, secured from Material Readiness Zebra, sst
Material Readiness Zebra {4). 2114 Changed fieet course to 200° (T). 2126
Commenced zig-zagging, usin§ Plan 6, 2154 Commander Task Group 50.2 reported
surface contact bearing 128° (T), distant 4 miles. 2156 U.S.5. RADFORD ordered
to investigate ceontact. 2204 Emergency ships right to course 220° (7).

Ceased zig-zagging. 2206 U.:8.5. BROWN ordered to investigate surface contect
bearing 256Y {T), distant 3,000 yards. 2222 U.S.S. RADFORD returned to station
in anti-submarine sereen. 2234 Changed fleet course to 240° (T}, 2240 U.S.5.
BROWN ordered tc rejoin formation. 2252 Radar surface contact bearing 1959
(T}, distant 9 miles. 2301 Radar surface contact now bearing 199° (T}, distant
10 .miles. 2302 Commander Task Group 50,2 directed U.3.5, BOYD to investigats
contact. 2304 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 2316 Ceased zig-zagging,
remained on zig-zeg course 2709 (T). 2317 Changed fleet course te 180° (T)-
2320 U.3.8, BOYD reported having made contact with enemy submarine. 2322
Commencsd,zigfzagging, using Plan 6, with base course 1809 {T). 2333 Sighted
light bearing 060° (T), believed to be U.S.S5. BOYD marking area for antis '
submarine astack. 2345 Geassd zig-gageging, resumed base course 180° (T).

2358 Formed Cruising Dispositbion 5-Roger,. fleebt course 180° (T), fleet axis

o Btedn

310° (), fleet speed 18 knots, MASSACHUSETTS in station 3180, fleet guide
. Approved: -. o Mmamined:
e < - B
.To Dn' DOCK . . [¥ —OU i 18
Captain, U.3, Navy, Commanding Oficer. = Gemmander, UNGwpdiavy

Wavigator

'Twﬁwmmmmmmmmmmmmm&&m%mmmﬂu&mmmmqum“nmmmNmm.
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Page_ 4L 8 3

UNITED STATES SHIP_MASSACHUSETTS _ Friday 26 _THovember _, 1943, !

(Day) (Dnta} {BMoutk)

Zone de:sc:ription' i‘lz

Pozition : 0800 - . 1200 2000
Lot. 39 21.1' . ' 29 39.7° N, 1° 10,7t W,
Long: 171" 40.7° B, 172° 26.7* B, " 1720 17.4% B,

OPERATIONAL EEMARKES
(WAR DIARY) '

2000 to 2400 (Gontlnued)
in U.8.8. BNTERPRISE bearing 310° (TJ . distant 4,000 yards,

A. W, MACHEN, Jr./

Epgign, U.5.N.R.

—’&.PPrOf‘;éd.‘ Wﬂd .
D. RUBBOGK, N @‘i%%)
Gaptalne U 3 Navy, Cmﬂmﬁma Officer. ' ' * Coumander, UMN§"giavy

Navigator

To- be i'erwm'ﬁet! dlrect to the Cammanﬂer in C]nef U. 4. Fleet. either at end of an operstion or at the end- of the calendsr month,

w U. 5. GOVIE KTRAINTING GRRLEE ¢ 1943 I6—3307e-1

l,'_- DECLASSIFIN -
1!\%1;]}? ée/jj-, -
Gene Slover's US Navy Pages _3 ny:ﬂfﬂ A c«m
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CONFIDENTIAL | : 284
: Page_ — 20
UNITED STATES SHIP MASSACHUSETTS e _Seturday 27  Wovemher , 1943. |
. Dazd [(Thote) (Mlonth}
Zon.e descrip{':inn 9"' ], 2
N e — T -
Lat. 00 49.8° Nu ' . 1° 10,1 W, 19 21,89 N.
Long, 173" 37.8% 1746° 03.3% B, - 174° 0h.3% =,

OPERATICHAL REMAREKS
{(WAR DIARY)

0000 to 0400

. Underway in company W1th Task Group 50.2 in accordance with Commander
Central Pacific Force Uperating Plan CEM 1-43 dated 25 Uetober 1943, Serial.
00110. In Crulisihe Disposition 5~Roger, fleet course 1809 (T}, fleet axis
3109 (T), standard speed 16 knots, fleet speed 18 knots, MASSACHUSETTS inm
station 3180, fleet’ gulde in V.S5.S. ENTERFRISE in dtation 1000 bearing 310° (T},
distant L, 000 vards. Officer in Tactical Command in U.S.3. ENTERPRISE Al
hoilers on the line for steaming purposes. Ship in Condition of Readlncss
II.Able, Meterial Readinsss Zebra (4), Boiler Readiness 23, Aireraft Readiness
9., Ship derkened, 0010 U.S.3, BOYD reported having made depth charge atisadk
on enemy submarine. ‘0036 Changed fleet course to 1109 (T). 0044 Changed
fleet course to 090° (T). 0051 Chenged Tleet course to.0759 (T). 0054 Com-
menced zig-zagging, using Plan 6., 0055 U.5.3. BOWD directed by Officer in
Taetical Command to remain with submarine contact uantil merninz. 0103 U.5.5.
HORTH CARQLINA reported unidentified surface contact bearing 105° (T), disg-
tant 4 miles 0125 Radar contact bearing 1179 (7)., distant 18 miles, ident1=
fied as frlﬂndly, 0222 Ceased 21g zagglng, remalned on zig-zag courss 035
0226 Changed fleet course to 120° (T). 0250 Changed fleet courme to 075 (T)

0257 Commenced zlig-zagging, using Plan 6, v%? (:%1i44{ﬁi
. : |
/ 4/

L. W, MACHEN, dr&,
dn81gn .5, N Ra

0400 to 0800 '

Steaming as before. 0OL38 Jeased 21g—zaggingg remained on zig-zag
course 070 (T). QLAD Charged fleet course to 0559 (T). 0443 Changed fleet
speed to 22 knots. 0456 Chongmed flest speed to 20 knofs. 0500 Commenced
zig-zagging, using Flan 6. 0511 All hands to Genersl Quarters for dawn-
gtand-to, sebt laterial Resdiness Zebra. 0602 Changed Tleet speed to 22 knobs.
0608 Ceased zlg-zegging, résumed base. course 0559 (T). 0615 Secured from
General Guarters, set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar, secured from WMaterial
Readinese Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra {4A). Lighted ship. 0618 Com-
menced 21g-zagg1ng6 using Plan 9. 0630 Ceassd zlg-zagging 6 remained on
zig-zag course 090° (T}. 0642 Changed fleat course to 055° {T), changed fleet
speed to 18 knots. 06L5 Sighted eight ships hull down on horizon, identified
as Task Group 50.3., 0647 Commenced zig-zZmgging, using Plan 9. 0721 U.S.S.
BELLEAU YW0OD lerft the formation and proceeded on dubies previously assigned.
0725. Ceased. zlngagglng, resumed base course 0550 {T}. 0740 Changed fleetb
course to 045° (T). . 0742 Gommenced ZLgmzagglng, using Plem 9., 0746 Changed
Tleet speed to 15 knots. 0751 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course
0859 (7). 0752 Ghaﬁgad fleet courge to OLOC (T).

o - Ao Wo MACHEN, Jééf7

Ensigh, U.5 N E.

Q800 to 12G0 : ' :
Steaming as beforea. 0800 Effected rendezvous with Task Group 50.3.
0802 Changed fleet course to 0209 {T). 1814 Changed fleet course to 0LOC (7).
0822 Changed fleet course to 3300 {T). 0831 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots.
0833 Changed flest course to 315° (7). 0842 Changed fleet course to 3252 {T).
0853 Ghanged fleet course to 340° {T). 0900 Changed fleet course to 310° (T),
0914 Changed fleet course to 3000 {T] 0821 Changed fieet course to 320° {T).

Approved: ) Esaminad:
(2 . ﬁig—zszfmj £gi
T Do RT Pock, > . nmf‘éﬁ?ﬂ
Captaln, U“S Navy 5! Cammrmdmg Officer, . flonmander, J’\{oug.n.f\crravy
. Mayxigatar
. Ta be forwnrdéﬁ dlfect io the Commandear in Ch:ef, U. s Fﬁeet. either at cnd of an o;ﬁemﬁon or ai the gnd of the ealendar month.

TP U, 5 GOVERGMENT PRINTING OSFICE & 1813 14—30i -1
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CONFIRENTIAL o
Pago. = H5
i
'UNITED STATES. SHIP__MASSACHUSETTS _.  Satupday- 27 . Nevember _, 18.43. 1
: . ) - (Day} {Toate) (Ioath) )
Zone déseription 412
e —— T __ e
_Lat.  C 09 49.8 W. 1°10,1* W, 1. 18 21,87 N
Long, :t_'raﬁ 37,8 §, 17k° 01.3! E, - 174° 04,37 E.

OPERATIONAL REMARES
(WAR DIARY)

G800 to 1200 (Continued) ' '

0927 Changed Tleet course to 330° (T). 0932 Changed fleet course to 020° (T),
0939 Changed fleet course to 1209 {T}., 0954 Changed fleet course to 04L5% (T,
0556 Changed fleet course o 075° (T). 0959 Changed fleet speed te 19 knots.
1001 Changed fleet course to 095° {T). 1005 Changéd fleet speed to 1& knots.
1008 Commenced zigmzagaing, using Plan 9. 1033 Ceased ziguzaggin , Femained
on zige-zag course 080Y (T). 1035 Changed fleet eourse to 110° (T}. 1058
Changed fleet course $0.120° {T). 111l Changed fleet course to 0500 (T).
Changed fleet apeed to 1lZ knots, as U.S5.5. ENTERPRIGE and U.S.5. SARATOGA

;  prepared toreceive destroyers alongside. 1122 Changed fleet axils to 3409 (T),
fleet guide in U.S.S. ENTERPRISE bearing 340° (T), distant 4,000 yards.

1130 Chenged fleet course to 020° {T). 1134 U.S. S JENKENS and U.8.8. BROWN
left the formation and proceeded indaspendently. 1135 U.S.S. INDIANA reported
unidentified alrcraft bearing 343° {T), distant 38 mlles. 1138 Changed flest
gourse to 055 {T}. 1140 Changed flest course o 050° (T) '

/ X/

Ejﬁlgn, U.S.N.R.

15 3

& e B

1200 to 1600 o
Steaming as hefore. 1201 Commebced zig-zagging, lndenendently, on
various courses and speeds with base course 0500 {T) asg carriers commenced
recelving destroyerg alongside. 1259 Ceased 21g«zagé3ng, remained on zlg-zag
course 010° (T).. 1301 Changed course to 045° (T). 1307 Chenged flest course

to 230° (17, 1318 Regumed zig~zaggingiindependently, with base course 2309 {1},
1323 U.8:5. INDIANA réported unidentified aircraft bearing 000° (T}, distant

38 pileg,  1K08 U.85.8, NORTH CAROLINA reported unidentified alrcraft bearing
2950 (T), distant 28 mileg. 1423 .Reat Admiral AW, RADFORD, U.S8. Navy, Officer
in Tactical Command of Task Group 50.2, completed the_tr&nsfer of his staff from
UeS.8, ENTERFRISE $0 U,5.8. SARATCGA. 1512 U.S.S. ENTERPRISE and U.S.S. SARATO-
GA exchanged. stations im Cruising Disposition 5-Roger. 1545 U.S5.3. ENTERPRISE,
having been released Ifrom dubh with Task Group 50.2, left the formation and -
nroceeded independently. 1547 U.S5.5. SARATOGA designated fleet gulde, besring
310° (7}, distant A,000 yards. 1558 Changed fleet course to 060 (T),

' A. W. MACHEN, J /

Ensign, U.3.N.R.

1600 to 2000 ' -
Steamlng as befare. léll Commenced zzgnzagglng, using Plan . 161i
Oeased zlg=zagging, resumed base course 060° (T). 1615 Changed fleet course to
Ol5° 1T). 1616 Changed fleet speed to 19 knots, 1623 Commenced zig-zaggling,
using. Plan 9. 1624 Changed fleet speed-to 20 knots. 1645 Ceased zig-zagging,
remained on zigezag course 025° (T). 1649 Changed fleet coutrss to 3459 (7).
165! Commenced zig-zageging using Plan 9. 1709 Ceased zig-zageging, -resumed
base course 3459 {(T), 1712 Chenged fleot course to 1350 (T}. 1729 Changed .
fleet course to 3369 {T). 1736 Changed fleet spesd to 19 knots. 1752 Com-
menced zlgezagging, using Plan 6. 1807 Changed speed to 20 knots, 1812

A1l hands to Air Defense for evening stand-t%to. Set Material Readiness Zebra. .
'1820 Changed flest speed to 20 knots., 182 Ceased zmg«zagglng, remained on
zig=zag course 3450 (T) 1825 Changed course to 040° (T}, 1830 Changed fleet

E}amm@d

Approved: /J_’__,__:.:)
— : ) ON
Gaptaln s U B. . Navy (..Dmmandwru Offiesr. " Oompander, U TV amq ﬂ{-‘!J

MNavigator, - - a

To: hﬂ furwarded direet to the Comm:mdcr i ‘Chief, T. S Flcct, either at-end of =n -operation or at the and of the calemdar munth

'ﬂ: U. 4. GONERRMENT PRINTING OrFI2Z £ 1943 1’5—33!1?1?
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CONFIDENTIAL - o
- Page ~RE__
UNETED STATES SHIP._ MASSACHUSETTS Saturday 27 November , if%.3.
_ . - - (Day) (Data) {Month}
Zone: descrip tion_élz_,.___,__,____,.w
" Position OQEE T ' 1260_' ' T 2000
_._Iﬂt':__...._..___....._._- _Q‘_.c_}._,hﬂ..e_a.‘_ﬂ_ﬂ.n.___ —— hod ¢} 31 T S _.__..,..1._.9._.21 'l 8 ¢ Ne-

Long. 1739 37.8% B, 17h° 0l. 3" E. 174° 0L .3° B,

OPERATIONAL REMAREKS
(WAR DIARY}

1600 to 2000 (Contlnued}

course to 090% (T). Unidentified alrecraft reported bearing 005G (T), distant
18 miles, 1835 Changed fleét course to 180° (T). 1838 Unidentified asircraft
previously reported now bearing 340° (T}, distant 12 miles. 1840 Changed
fleet course to 140° (7). 1846 Unidentified aircraft previously reported now
bearing 075° (T), distant 6 miles. 1907 Changed fleet course to 090° (T}.
1910 Unidentified aireraft previouwsly reported now opening range. 191k
Commenced zig-zagging, using Flan 6. 1916 Changed fleet speed to 18 knotsu

A We. MACHEN J
Engign, U.S. N

2000 to 2400 T :

Steaming as bhefore. 2003 Ceased zig-~zaggihg, resumed base course
090° (T}, . 2005 Secured from Alr Defense, set Condition of Readiness II-Able,
seoured. from Material R adiness Zebra, set Material “Readiness Zebra (4}.

2010 Radsr surface conbfct bearing 11402 (T), distant 27 miles, 1dentified

as friendly at 2015, 2031 Commenced zlig-zagging using Plan 6.

A. W. MACHEN, :rr./,f

Ensjgn, U S. NoRo

Alqwovc;:””‘ ' _ /E;anﬁned;' _

P Y DQGK,° —

Gap-(;aln . TS, Na‘r{y, Commaﬂdmg Cifficer. . Commander , U.Jmary
Nawlgatol
To:bhe forwardcﬂ dll'el:t ta the Commander in C]nei'. . S FIeen. e:th&.r al: end of an operation or at' the end of the calendar month
* U. 5. GOVERNHTKT IALTING QFFICE [LEL 15—330;51—1 : 4 ino-;h |
| IJ'EGU\ Sll IV

I Nilidied
Hulharly -

....._-——-.q—;
I
D}% NNlu'; nm/_f__};;
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. : _ Page .’.8 {
UNITED STATES SHIP _MASSACHUSETTS —Sunday 28 Nov;(a&ﬂ;l%_r__ 1943, |
R oy, Bin) ot
Zone _descrip_tim A1z :
Position - 0800 i 1_200 2000
Lat, 09 53,2 N.. _1%°05.3% N, 0¥ 45.3' W,

Long. 1757 00.9% &, 175° 0L.9% B, 1759 30.2¢ E.

OPERATIONAL RERAREKS
(WAR DIARY)

0000 o QLCO

Underway in company with Tagk CGroup 50.2 in accordance with Commander
Central Pacifie Operating Plan CEN 1-43, Serial 00110 dated 25 October 1943,
In Cruising Disposition 5-Roger, fleet course 090° {T), fleet axis 340° (T),

- gtandard speed 16 knots, fleet speed 18 knots, zig-zagging in accordance with
Plan 6, MASSACHUSETTS in station 3-180, fleet guide in U.S.S. SARATOGA bearing
350° {T), distent 4,000 yards. 0fficer in Tactical Command in. U.S.8. SARATOGA,
In Condition of Readiness JI-Able, Material Readiness Zebra (A}, Boiler
Readiness 33, Alrcraft Readiness 9. All boilers on the line for sheaning
purposes, Ship: darkened, 0006 Ceased zzg-zagglng, resumed base course 090°
{T). 0007 Changed fleet courae to 1309 (T). 0037 Changed fleet course to.
090° (T). 0L00 Commenced zig-zagging, uming Plan 6. 0120 Egtablished
TbBo-Sa.commuﬂlcation With U S Se CII‘-"EMRON, U S Se NEO;JHO and U Snlgo
TAPPAHANNCCE. Ol20 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course 1209 (7).
0132 Changed fleet course to 0909 (T). 0149 Resumed zig-zagging, using Plan
6. 0230 U.S.S. INDIANA reported surface contact bearing 136° (Tj, identirfied
ag Task Group 50.3. 0253 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course
050 {g) 0303 Shlps right to course 090° (T) 0343 Changed fleet course

' to 1807 | | K/ig;zécz%hﬂéézk

AL, W. MAGHEN, Jr
Ensign, U.3.H.R.”

0&00 to 0800

' Stesming as before. 0410 Ghanged flaet couPse to 230° (T}, 0428
Changed Tleet course to 270° (T). 0433 Commenced zlg-zageing, using Plaen 6.
0501 A1l hands to.Genérsl Quarters for: dawn standato, set Material Readiness
Zebra, 0531 Cessed zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course 248° (T). . 0541
Changed fleet course to- 1800 (Tf 0557 Changed fleet course to 270° (T).
0602 Secured. from General uuarters, set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar,
gecured from Material Reediness Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra {A)
Lighted ship. 0604 Commenced zig-zagging u31ng Plan S.

AL W. MACHEN, Jfﬁf

Enslgn, U.s. NaRo

O80C to 1200 ' '

' Steaning as bhefore. 0834 Csazed zlﬁ—zagging, remained on zig-zag
course 255° (T} 0837 Changed fleet course to 300° (T}, 0852 Changed fleet
ecourse to 270 (T}, 0900 U.S.5. BRADFORD, U.S.5. BROWN, U.S.S. BOYD left
the formation and.procesded 1ndegendently on duty previously asgigned.
0904 Changed flset course to 0909 {T}). 090? Changed fleet speed to 15
knots. 0917 Changed fleet course to.130% (T). 0927 Changed fleet axis. to
310% (T), fleet gulde in U.S.S. SARATOGA bearing 310° (T}, distant 4,000
yards. .Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 0935 Changed fleet apeed to 15
knots., 0940 Changed fleet course o 090° (7). 094% Changed fleet conrse
t0 130° {(T). oofs Changed fleet course to. o.u,oD {(T}. 1014 Changed fleet
course to.010° (T) 1026 Chhmzed fleet course to 150° {T). 1059 Changed
flest course to.030° (T)., 1102 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 1122
Changed fleet apeed to 12 knots. 1124 Effected rendezvous with Task Unit -
16.10.3. Made mll preparations to receive U.S.5. NEOSHO alengside for

Approved: | Fxamined;
Ta Dy DOGK. égé%%ég? -

Gap_tain.,_' U8, _ _-\I&'Fy . Ct_mamamimg Officer. . = Qommander, U. g,r?-vziq%?
. ' : - ' Mavigator

To be forwarded divect to thé- Commander in Chief, T. S. Fleet. either at end: ‘of an operation or at the end of {he calendar mnnth

FL U. 5. GOVERMHENT PRINTING GEFICL ¢ 1ad 10—3alig-2
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Page' ;5.8
UNITED STATES SHIP. MASSACHUSETTS _ ___ _Sunday 28  Wovember , 13,3,
. . [Doy) {Datn) {Mionkh)
 Ziotio dedoription. ,512_ _ -
Position- BS00 ' ' 1200 2000
Lat. _ 09 53.2' N, 1° 05.3° M. - 0% 45,37 N.

Long: . 175° 00.9% E, 175° QL.Q" &, - 1759 30,2 E.

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
{WAR DLIARY)

0800 to 1200 (Continued). '

fueling operations., Commenced maklng various courses and speeds to gain
 gbation for. fueling. ‘1124 U.3.8. MONTEREY left the formmtion and procezded

1ndependently on duty prev1ously asgigned. 4;;7,

-

“A. W. MACHEN, Jr.
Ensign, U.S.N.R.

1200 to 1600 . -

Steaming as befors. 1201 Changed coupse to fueling course 090° (T),
changed. Syesd to fudling speed;, ¢ knots. 1221 U.S.5. NEOSHO came alongside
to starboard for fueling: operations. Ships not engeged in exerciss commenced
zig-zagging independently astern of fueling ships. 1245 Commenced receiving
fuel 6iI)l from U.S.5. NECSHO. 1418 Completed fueling operations, having
received 7,961 barryels of burnable fuel oil at 60° F. 1435 U.S.5. NEOSHO
cleared gide., 1437 Commenced msking various courses and speeds te gain
gtation astern of fueling ships. 1503 Commencedzig-zdgeing independently in
accordance with signals from Commander Battleshlp Division Bight in V.8.5.
INDIANA, unit guide in U.S.S8. INDIANA.bearing 000° (T}, distant 1,000 yards.
1558 Radar contact on unidentified alreraft bearing. 060° (T}, distant.32

A. W. MACHEN, JZ

EﬂSigHg :Uﬂ_s.NnRo

1600 to 2000Q o

Steaming as before. 1620 Task Unlt 16.10.3 left the formation and
proceeded indepéndently, fueling operations for thedag completed. 1620
Formed -Cruising: Dlspos¢tion ‘5=Roger, fleet.course 090% (T), fleet axis
2709 {P), :f1éet. apeed and standard speed L6 knots, fleet guide im U.S.S.
SARATOGA beara.ng 2929 (1}, disbant 2700 yards, 1706 Changed fleet course
to 2700 {T)},.: 1715 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 1727 Changed fleet
course to- 1?5° (T). 1745 Changed fleet course to 270° (T). 1752 Changed
fleet speed to 20 .knots. 1801 Formed Cruising Disposition 5-Victor for.
defense against air attack. 1802 Changed Tleet g eed to 22 knots, 1806
All hands to Air Defense for evening stand-to, set Material Readiness Zebra.
Darkened ship. 1812 Changed fleet speéd to 16 knets. 1818 Chenged fleet
speed to 18 knots. 1820 Changed fleet course To 180 (T). 1828 Commenced
21g=zagging, uging Plan 6. 1909 Ceasgsed zig-zagging, resumed base course
180° {T). 1917 Changed fieet course te 270° (T). 1927 Resumed zlg-zagging,
nsing.Plan 6. 1937 Secured from Air Defense,. set Condition of Readiness II.
Secured from Materisl Readiness Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra {4).
1955 Ceased zlgnzagging, resumed base course 2700 (T),

. _///
A, Wl MACHEN Jra,
En31gn, U S. N R., -

2000 to 2400 ' ) e _ _ . :

- Steaming as bhefore. 201? Resumed 21g-zagglng, using.Plan.é. 2031
Ceased zig-zaging, remained on zig-zag course 2559 (T)...2032 Changed fleet:
gourse o 0350 (T)& 2040 Changed fleet course to 0009.(T}. 2048 Changed
Tleet course t0.045° (T). 2057 Formed Gruising Dlsposition 5-Roger, fleey

Approved: o Exarmjned: o
s o =< Ptz
Gaptain, U. Sa NE.VY Commanding Officer. : ©  Comnander, U Mgty
i Navigator

'of an operafion or at the end of the calendar month.

0. S GOVEANNERT PALNTING OFFTEL 5 1943 E—35070-1 . - j‘ g P’fﬂh
) A
)

'}T;E

. . — : : =
To he farwarﬂed ﬂirec; to the.(;_‘ommander in. Chief, 1. 8. Fleet, either at end |
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 CONFIDENTIAL - 289
_ . Page =
UNIITED STATES SHIE n@s&cw&m@ ___________ — Sunday w28 Nov?[nber E%L
: {Dny] mta) {Month) -
ZC%IiB &Eﬁcr;'pt.ion !43.2 i - )
" Position Tos00 — 1900 2000 -
“Lat. - 0° 932" Hm“_wup;m,*ﬂuﬁ_uv .3° 1. 00 45.3% W. .
Lovg. - 175" 00,9% &, oa 9° E. 1759 30,92t &,

OPERATIOMNAL REMARES
(WAR DIARY)

2000 to 2490 {Continued) '
gourse 045° (7)), fleet axis 270° {T), fleet guide in U.S.S8. SARATOGA bearing
289° (D), digtant 3150 yards. =2140. Gommeneed zig-zagging, using Plan 6.
2203 Ceased ‘zig-zagging, remained on zlg=zagg1ng course R259 (T). 2204
Changed fleet course to 000° (T)., 2215 U.S.S5. PRINCETON and U.S.S. MEAD
Yeft the formation in accordance with orders Tfrom the Officer in Tactical
Gommand, and- proceeded indépendently as previously directed. 2242 U.3.8.
TEDILANA desighated Fleet guide, as U.2.8. SARATOGA changed station in
cruising dlsp051tion S5=Hoger to 00C0. 2300 U.S.S. SARATOGA desigoated fleet
guide, bearing 270° (T}, distant 2000 yards. 2301 Commenced zig-Zagging,
using Plan 6.. 2355 U.S.3. BROWN reported surface contact bearing 120° {7,
distant 20 mlleso 2358 Ceased zig-zagging, changed fleet course to 280° {TJ
§g59 U.S.5. INDIANA reported surface contact be&rlng 295 (T) distant
miles. 5 /

Foaa

A, T MACHEN, JTr./
IEngign, U.S.W.R.

Approved: ' Exnminad: _
o)
U CARESON

Commander, U- @gﬁ@ivv
Navigatar

Tu be form!.rded zhrect tn the Commander m Chlef ‘U S I‘Ieet. e:ther at cnd of an operatlon or at: thc ‘end of the ¢alendar month
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UNITED STATES SHIP MASSACHUSETTS. lexday 29 Nav&ma?h?r , 183,
oy, ate i)
Zoht.a.d_escription ;12 : ) .
Position ) 0500 ) _ 1200 . - 20040
Lat. 1% 28,5 N, 19 20,77 N, 1Y 29.5% W,

Long. . 1739 54.7% E. 1739 37.9% B. L1748 17u4 B :

OPERATIONAL REMAREKS
(WAR DIARY)

Ce00 to Q400 '

Underway in company with Task Group 50.2 in aecordance with Commander
Central Paciflc Force Operating Plan CEN 1-43, Serial 00110 deted 25 Cctober
lgag In Cruising Disposition 5-Roger, fleet course 280° (T} fleet axis

270% (T}, standard gpeed 16 knots, fleet spesd 18 knots, MASSACHUBETTS in
station 2-180, fleet gulde in U.S.5. ZARATOGA bearing 270 {T), distan®t 2,000
yards. Officer in Thetical Commend in U.S.35. SARATOGA, All boilers on the
line for sieaming purposes, Ship in Condition of Readiness II, Materisl
Remdiness Zsbia (A], Boiler Readiness 33, Alreraft Resadiness 9n Ship darkenad.
0009 Commenced zigwzagging, using Plan 6. 0010 U.S.S. BROWN and U.S,5.
RADFORD returned to formation and took assigned statious in anti-submarine
sereen, upon completion of separate duty. 0135 U.S.S. NORTH CARQLINA reported
surface contact bearing 022° (T}, distant 22 miles. 0200 Radar contact on

5 unidentified ships heering 2&00 (T}, éistant 20 miles. 0301 Czassd zi§n
zagging, resumed base course 280° {T), 0305 Changed fleet course to 320° (TF).
0321 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 90340 Ceased zig- zagging, changed
fleet course to 260° (T) 0352 Changed fleet course to 250° (7).

A. W, MACHEN, Jr, |
Ensign, U.S.N.R.

Q400 to 08CO ' ’ _

- Bteaming as before. 0407 Commenced zig-zagging, uwaing Plan 6.
0501 Changed Tleet speed to 19 kmots. . 0510 Al1 hands to General Quarters.
for dawn stand<to. Sét Material Readiness Zebra. 0532 Ceased zig-zagging,
remained on zig=Zag course 220° (D), 0537 Changed fleet course to 14LOC (TS
a3 U.3.5. SARATOGA comménced launching eireraft. 0545 Radar surface contact
bearing_3159 (T), distant 41,000 gards. 0550 Surface contact previously
reported identified as Task Group 50.3. 0556 Changed fleet course to 260° (T},
0610 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 0615 Secured from General Quarters,
set Condition of Readiness II-Able, secured from lMaterial Readiness Zebra,
set Material Readiness Zebra. (A). Lighted ship. 0701 Ceased zlg-zegging,
remained on zig-gag course 277°.(T}. 0705 Changed fleebt course to 2002 (T).
0711 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9.

/’/
T MACHTH, Jr/

Ensign, U.S. N R.

0800 to 1200 :

. _ Stéaming as hefore, 0830 Ceaged zlg»zagging, remained on zig~zag
courze 200°7(T). 0835 Clanged fleet course to 1359 (T}, 08%2 Changed fleet
axis to 3109 (T), fleet guide in U.3.8. aﬁRATOGA bearing 310% (T), distant
2,000 yards. 0915 Changed fileet course to 300° (T). Commenced zig-zagging,
using Plan 9. 1007 U.S5.3, COWELL reported posslble sound contact, commenced
inrestigation. 1010 U..3.5 COQWALL reported contact good, commenced depth
charge attack. 1011 Ceased zig-zagging, emergemcy ships right to courge .
030° (D). 1020 Changed fleet course to 345¢ (T). 1025 Changed fleet course to
300° (7). 1032 Resumed zig-zggging, usipg Plan. 9. 1054 Changed fleet speed P
to 21 knots. 1055 Ceased zigﬁz&gglng, remained on zig-zag course 300° (T}.
1200 Changed flest coursée to 130% (T) as U.S.S. SARATOGA commenced launching
and recovery of alrecraft. 1110 U.S.S5, COWELL returned to formatien upon

Approved: . Examined:

: e P «B,/" wﬁfmﬁ . . W i?ﬂ]
_._T._D. RUDICCE, . N | RS
Captaln, TeSs __Navy Commanding Offcer. -7 Commander, I\tqwﬁpfﬂmuvy

Navigator -

" e he forwarded dlrect to: the Commander in. Gluef . 8. Fleet e:ﬂler at enﬂ of an uperanon or at tite end. of the calendar monl:h.

‘I;l' u 5. GOVERRMENT PRINTING OFFICE & 1943 10— 3ETH 1 i { f . '
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) Paga_._,.._.__..j :}91
UNRITED STATES SHIP_ MASSACHUSETTS _ Monday . 29 Novewber _, 1%.3.
_ ) {Day} {DOinka} {Xfonth)
'pre_descripﬁon 141.2 : -. : . : . | L
Position 0860 - 1200 2000 ) '
Lat. 19 28,5 N, 19 20,77 M. 1° 29,5°% W,
Long, 173Y 54,7 B. - 173Y 37.9% E., - 176Y 17.4% R,

OPERATIONAL REMA-I;’_ES
(WAR DIARY)

completion of depth charge attack. 1116 Changed fleebt course .to 090° (T,
1129 Changed fleet course to 130° (T). 1148 Changed flest course to 3009 (7).

Changed. fleet speed to 18 knots, rﬁé;;k/iéla ié%;%

A. W. MACHEN, Jf.,
Ensign, U.S.N.R.

'1200 30 1600 '

' -0 Steaming as efore. 1201 Commenced zlg~zagging, uslng FPlan 9. 1228
:Ceaeed Zlg ségelng, Tesumed base course 3009 (T}, 1235 Changed flest course to
130° (7). Ghanged fleet speed to 21 knots as . U.S.S5, SARATOGA commenced launche
ing and: recovery of aircraft. 1249 Changed fleet gpeed to 18 knobs 1252
Changed fleet course te 350° (), 1300 Commenced zig-zazging, using Plan.9.
1349 Changed fleet speed to 23 knots. 1350 Changed fleet course to 0559 (T).
Ceased. zigmzagglng. 1352 Changed fleeb course to 040% {T}). 1357 Changed
fleet course to 130 {T). 1409 Changed fleet speed to 22 knots. 14li Changed
fleet course to 160°% (T}. Chenged fleet speed to 18 knots, 1426 Changed.
fleet speed to 2L hnotsa 1427 Changed fleet course to 130° {T), 1442 Changed
fleet course to 130° (T). 1450 Changed Ileet sgeed £0 18 knots. 1452 U.3.S.
BOYD reported unidentified aireraft bearing 175Y (T}, distant 32 miles,

1,58 Changed fleet course to 030° (Tj}. 1508 Commenced 21g~zagglug, using

Plen 9.
A. W, MAGHEI\T %

En31gn, T.8.1

1600 +o 2000 o .

_ Steamlng as before. L1605 U.S.5. BROWN left the formatlon to invese-

tigate a poss;ble 3ubmar1ne contact. 1619 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on

zlg-zag oourse 0207 {T), 1620 U.8.8. BROWN . reported contact false. 1625

gurse. to 280 {m}. 1627 Commenc ed zig-zagelng, using Plan 9.
1650 Ceoassd nig-zag ing ‘remeined oh zig-zag course 320° (1). 1655 Changed
fleet course 4o 0909 (Lj Changed fleet spesd to 22 knotg. 1709 Commenced
zlg-rag ing, using Plan 9. 17, Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course
090° (T? 1715 Changed fleet-course to 100° (T) as U.S.S. SARATOGA commenced
recovery of aircrsft. 1735 Changed fleet course to 080° (T). Changed fleet
gpeed to 18 kneots., 1740 Commenced zxg-z&gglng uging. Plan 9. 1741 Sighted
six ships on the horizon bearing between 306° iR] and 321 (R), identified as
Task Group 50.4. 1802 Ceaszed zingagglng, remeined on zig-zag course 0959 (7).
1803 Changed Ffleet course to 100V (T). 1805 Changed fleet speed to 22 kmnots.
1808 Toimed Dlsp051t10n 5-Victor for defense against air attéack, flest course
110° (T}, fleet axis 310° (T}, MASSACHUSETTS in station 2.5-180, fleet guide

" in U.S.8. SARATOGA bearing 310° (T), distant 2500 yards.. 1809 All hands to
4lr Dgfense for evening stand-to, set Haterial Readiness Zebra. Darkened ship.
182) Changed fleet speed to 18 knots., 1828 Changed flest course to 080° (7).
1832 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 1834 Oeaged zig-zagging, resumed
base course 080° {T)., 18L& Changed flest course to 170° {T). 1856 Reaumed
zig-zageing, using Plan 6. 1915 Sighted gunfire on heorizon bearing 270° (T).
1930 Secured from Alr Defense, set Condition of Readiness II, secured from
Material Readiness Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra (4}, 1950 Ceased

zlngagging, resumed base course 170° (T) ’/é;Zijgﬂgdéﬁl
Ao W. MACHEN, JZ

T‘mﬁgll, 'UoDeJ\.\IaEG

Gnanged flee

Approved; . Examined :

P, . HUDDOGI{, AN ‘ L@?f—/ﬁgﬂ) :
S Wiigator,

“Tapteln; U8, Nevy, Gmmedeome  Cemmander, V¥ Bvs

I
AT ..Lg:l:huua.

To bz forwm-deﬂ dlrect to the Commsnder in. Chtef, U S Fleet, cither at end of an’ operuhon or at the ead of the talendar month.
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UI\I‘JT’ED STATES SH!EJMSSACHUSETT_S ____________ _ __Mopnday ZLLIQIQMA__._., VA3,

(Dazx} (Month}

" %one description £12

Tosition: i 0860 . ) “iae . . 2000

~Lat 1 28,5t . - 1Y 20,7 W, 1% 09 57 i

_Long. 173° 54,7 E.. 173% 37.9% B ° - 1740 17,00,

OPERATIONAL REMAREKS
| (WAR DIARY)

2000 to 2400

_ © Stesning as before. 2000 Changed fleet course to 1209 (7). 2010
Commenced. zig-z gglng, ugirg Plan 6. 2100 Formed Cruising Disposition 5=Roger,
fleet coupde 120% (7)), Fleet axis 310° (T) MESSACJUSETTD in station 2=-180,
fleet guide in U.S.3. SARATOGA. bearing 310° (T}, gtent 2,000 yards. 2121
Commenced, zxg=aagging, ugingPlan 6, 2250 Ceased zlngagglng, regumed base
course 120 (T). 2300 Changed fleet course to 210° (T). 2310 Resumed zig-
zageing, using. Plen 6. //

Ag W MACH.&N
Engign, U.8.N

Approved: ) . i Examined:

T D. WUDBOGK. & . 5. CARLEON |
.Capﬁain; U S Iqa'qlr (.amma'nd';?zg O_ﬁ_csf'. . B Commander, I:\Tafé-‘.ga%ra'vsj k.
Navigator

To bhe fo‘n‘mr&led dn'el:t to the (“ommzmder in C]nef i.s, I‘leet, enther at end of an nperziion or at the ead of the calendar monih,

‘ﬂ_" i+ GEYCILHMCNT PALSTING QFFic)2 1 5047 lﬁ—\.!'I‘_'I'.'EI—]'_
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C.NFEDENTI&L ',-}
Paga : 9 d
IUNITED STATES. ;S-Hlui@b:mﬂﬂﬁmm Tuesday 30 Novemper ,1942.0
) Zone dt%s;:r_ipt'ion 7512 : : ) ._ _ . | .
Position.. 0800 - | - 1200 . L 2000 - :
Lat, 1% 20.5' N. . : 0% 16.57 W, . 10 17.2' W,

Long. 7RO p1.3Y B 1767 3habt Bo - 1759 j3.8Y E,

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

0000 to 0400

; Underway in. company with Tagk Group 50,2 in. aecordance with Commander
Central Pacifiec Force Operating rlan CEN 1-43, Serial. 00110 dated 25 October
19&3 In Gruising Disposition 5-Reger, Tleet course 210° (T} fleet axis
31e¥ (T}, standard sSpe¢d 16 knots, fleat gpeed 18 knots, MASSACHUSEWTS in
station 2-180, fleet guide in U.S,.S. SARATOGA bearing 310° (T), distant
2,000 yards, szlcer in Tacetical Command in U.S.S. SARATOGA. A4ll boilers
on the line: for steaming purposes., Ship in Condition of Reasdiness II, Material
Readinéss Zebra (4), Boller Readiness 33, Aireraft Readiness 9. Ship darkened.
Zig~zagging in acccrdance with Plan 6. 000l U.3.8. NORTH CARCLIWA reported
surface contact bearing 1750 (T), distant 18 miles. 0013 Ceased 21§~aagglng,
changed fleat course to 100~ (T}, 0032 Changed fleet course %0-190° {7},
.0051 Changed fleet course to 210° (T}, 0100 Changed fleet courge %o 3000 {T) o
0110 Commenced ‘zig~-zagging, using Plan 6. 0147 Oeased zig-zagging, changed
fleet course ta 270° (T)., 0201 Resumed z;g-aaggi using Plan 6. 0223
Ceaged zig~zagging, changed fleet course to 300 {Tf 0231 Resumed zig-zag-
ging, using Plan 6, 0245 Rader surface contact now. bearing 3320 {7},

distant 32,000 yards. _ .7 Y .
. baike ]
- . A. W. MACHEN, Jr.,

EﬂSign, U.SaNoRn

0LO0 to 0800 ' '

Steanming as before. 0512 All handg to General Quarters for dawn
stand-to, Set Uaterial Readiness Zebra. 0525 Ceased zig-zageging, resumed
base course 310° (T). 0533 Changed fleet course to 0009 {T), 0545 Changed
fleet course to 0909 (T). 0550 Changed fleet speed to 22 .knots as U.S.5«
SARATOGﬁ'chmenced to. launch airgraft. 060% Changed fleet speed to 18 knots.
0611 Changed fleet course to 270° {T), 0615 Secured from General Quarters,
get Condition of Readiness . IInSugar,_secured Trom Material Headiness Zebra,
set Material Readiness Zebra (A). Lighted ghip. 0619 Commenced zlg-zagglng,
using Plan 9. 0658 Ceased zig-zagiing, remained on zig-zag course 243° {T}.
G700 Ghanged fleet course to 000° (T). 0712 Commenced zlg—zagging, u51ng
Plan 9. 0722 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course 330 {T).

0726 Changed- fleet course to 090° (T}. 0737 Commenced z1g—zagg1ng, using
Plan 9.. 0758 Ceased zlgnzagging. remained on zig-zag course 063° (T).

0?59 Ghanged fleet course to 110° (T}a //4§2;/<;Ldg¢/ﬁﬁi;/;z
o - . | A. W. MACHEN, Jr.f

Ensizn, U.8.N. R.

. 0800 to 1200 ' : _ , .
. Steaming as before. 0811 Changed fleet course to 090° {T). 0824
. Changed flest course 4o 110° (T)., 0837 Changed flset course %o 1500 (T),
0850 Chariged fleet course to 1300 (7). 0859 Changed. fleet course to l?OO'tT]
090k Changed fleet course to 1309 (T). 0912 Radar conbact on alrcraft .
bearing 105 {T), distent 18 miles showing Mark II I.F.F. 0929 Changed fleet
course to 1509 (¥). 0937 U.S.5. BOYD reported. possib1e submarine sound
contact. 0938 Emergency ships right . to course 220° (7). Ceased zig-zagglng,
Q942 T.5.5,. BOYD reported contaet doubtful, but continued ssarech. 0945
Changed flest éourse to 180 (T}, changed fleet speed to 22 knots. Q947
Changed fleet speed to 20 knotes. 0954 Changed fleet couprse to 110° (1),
1000 Commenced zig-zZggging, using Plan 9. 1020 Ceased pig-zazgging, remained

Approved: - _ . Examined: : '
iy T. D RY DOGI’ - - . CARLSON - _
Gap'taln, U S. I\Tav;i_,r, Commamﬁ'mg O fficer. Commander, Nobgatdiavy

Navigator

m be forwarded dlrect to the Commamier in Chief, T. 8 I‘leet. e;ther at end of an operation or af the end of the calendar month.
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UNITED STATES SHIR - mssgcﬁn_gmms o _Tuesday - 30 Wovember ., 1%3, |

--------- (Day) . (Dats} (Month)
:zm@dﬁmmﬁm; =%12 : |
1 Position -~ 0800 - o T 71200 _ 2000 —
ot 12 20.5% N, 0% n6.5" Wo . | 1017.2v N,

Long. - 1760 51,30 B, o 17460 3 bt R 1759 53,87 7,

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

0800 to 1200 \Contlnued) ' _ o

on zig~Zag course 095% {T). 1021 Chenged fleet course to 090° {T). 1031
Commenced zig~zagging, using Plan 9. 1033 Changed speed to 18 knots. 1053
Ceased. zlgnzagglng, resumed Rdse course 090° (T). 1057 Changed fleet course
0 126° {T). ‘Sighted séven tankers on the horlzon, broed on the port bow.
1110 Gnanged fleet course to 100° (T}, 1llL Changed Tfleet speed to 15 knots.
1117 U.S.S. BROWN" reporﬁed submarine sound contact bearlng 1000 {7T), distant
1,000 yards. 1118 Emergency ships right to course 180° (T}, 1121 U.8.3."
BROWN ‘dropped fouyr depth charges and reported having brought up an oil
sliek. ' 1123 GChanged fléet speed to 20 Knots. 1130 Chenged fleet course

to 140° {T).. 1136 Changed fleet course t0.090° {T). 1142 Changed fleet
course o 0700 {T). 11,7 Sighted three escort carriers and five destroyers
on starboard bow. 1154 Changed fleet. course to 105° (T). 1158 Changed fleet
Speedto 15 '-l;'nD‘b'S_e_ 7/ A

A, W. MACHEN, Jp{f,
EIIS_igIl, UcSqN'ﬂRc

1200 to. 1600 -

. . Bteaming as before. 1200 Effected rendezvous with Task Units
16,103 and-16,10,2. ° Madé all preparations to receive a takker alongside
o starboard for Tueling operatlons. 1203 Commenced making various courges
and Speeds to.gain station for fueling. 1230 Changed courme to fueliung
course 105° (T}. 1248 Changed speed to fueling speed, 10 knots. 1249
T.3:8.: NESHANIG camne . alongSLde to -starboard. 1314 Commenced recsiving fuel
oil from U.S.5. NESHANIC, 1L04. Complebed fueling operationa, having received
3,305 barrels of birnsable fuel oll at 60° F. 1415 Cleared side of U.S.S.
NLSTﬂNICe- Commsnced maklng varioug courses and gpeeds to gain station
asteri. of fueling shlps° 1436 U,3.S. INDLANA designated unit guide of
shlps not engaged in fueling.  Commenced zig-zagging on various courses in
aecordance  with: 31gnals from Commander Battleship Dlvlslon Bight with

. base ‘eourse 105 (T}£ steamlng at 15 knots. N L
o W mcfﬂm, Jru g/

EnSlgn, U.S. Noﬂt

1600 to 2000 - ' o ' :

. Bteaning as before. 1650 Formed Crulslng Disposltlon 5—Roger, flead
cougse 0555 (T}, fleet. axis 310° (T), fleet guide in U.S.5. INDIANA bearing
350° (7)., distant 3400 yards., 1715.Changed fleet speed Lo 16 knots, 1722
U.3.3. SARATOGA mgsumed tacﬁlcal command of the formation. 1734 Commenced
zingagglngé using Plan’ 6, L1745 U.5:.5. SARATOGA desighated fleet guids,
bearing 310° (T}, distant 2,000 yards, Changed flest speed to 18 knotas.
1748 Ceased zig-zageing, resumed base course 055° (T). 1758 Formed Crussing
Digposition ENVIGtD? for defense agalnst air attack, fleet guide in U.S5.3.

SARATOGA bearing. 310 (T}, ddstant 2500 yards. 1805 Regumed zig~zagging,
using Plaen 6. 1808 ALl hands to Alr Defense for evening stand-to, set
Material Readiness Zebra. 1850 Ceased zig~zagging, resuned base course 055°
AT). 1900 Changed fleet course to 0009 (T). 1910 Resumed zig~-zageging,
using Plan &, 1920 Secured from Alr Defenge, set Conditlion of Readiness II.
Secured f{rom Material Readiness Zebra, get Material Readllness Zebra (A).

Approved - T B L 'I.L‘xﬂ.mihed:

B dlind

~ Commander, UNGRGTy
Nav;p:,ator

T Py 'R""DDOGK., e
Gaptaln, U},, Navy,.. QMMMdanﬁwr

To ho i‘orwarﬂed d:rect to the Commander in Chaef U, S. Flect elther at end -of an operation or at. the cud aof the c:lenﬂdr munth

*: U. 27 GOVERHMENT PRANTING aTFICE < 1141 150701
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@@NTEBTNTH.&L ey
P&ge LS,
- . .
UMﬂTEa. STATES SHIP ."Tumﬂz’%’..t\ﬂT-HjSETTS;m__. Tuesday 30 November » 1943
. . . . ) o Doy (Tatn) {*Tontly
Fona déseription £1 2' _ .
~ Posifion 0800 - e 1200 ' 2000
CEat o 17 3057 1\?, 09 LA, 57 I, -’ 1Y 17.2° W,

Long. 1749 51,30 K, | 1765 34.0° B, 1759 43.8° R,

OPERATIONAL REMARKS
(WAR DIARY)

1600 to 2000 (con,mued)
1950 Ceased zlﬁ-zagglng, resumed base course 0000 {7}«

Aa Ihq IMGIIEN Sk e g
Ensign, U. S.N R.

?OOO to 2400 . o
. Steaming - as before.- 2000 Changed Tleet course to 3309 (T}, 2010

OOmmenced Zlg-pagging,’ ublng Plan 6. 204} Cemsed zig~zagging. resumed base
COUTSE. 3300 (Y. ROL7 In accoraance with orders set forth: in Commander
upntrdl Pacifle despatch 010505 ‘0f Deceumber 1943, U.S.5. SARATOGA, U.S.S.

BAILEY, U.S5.5. EDWARDS,; and U.S.S. G&NﬁbVOORT left the Tormation and procesadsd
indeﬁendeptly,_ Deslgnatlan of ships’ remwining in formation changed to Task
Unit 50.2+5, consisting of Battlesnlp Diviston Bight dlus U.S.S. HORTH

CAROLTNW and Destroyer bivision 92, Officer in Tactical Command in U.S.S.
INDIANA, 2108 Tormed Cruilsing D1sp0s1t10n 5-Roger as modified by Officer in
Tactical Comdend, flest course and asxis 2700 (7], MASSACHUSETTS in station
1120, fieet gulde in U.S.5: INDIANA in station 1000 bearing 240° (T), distand
1750 yards, 2131 Changed fleet coirse and axis to 210° (T}, flest guldp in
Uo8.8.. INDLANA bearlng 180° (T}, distant 1750 yards. 2145.Commenced zig-zag-
ging, using Plan 6. 2153 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 2109 (7).
2201 Changea fleet course and axis to 1509 {1, fieet gulue in U.8.5. INDIAMA
bearing 120° (L}g distant 1750 yards. 2223 Resumed zig=zagging, using Plan 6.
2338 U.S8.5. NO?TH CAROLINA reported unidentified sur¢ace gontact hearing
-21&9 (T}, dlstant 22 mlles,' .

7 | '
A W MAGHﬁﬁg dr,s
Lnsign, S

Fxaunined

imehpprovedi : > i;f"f: ST ™ . o
T, Da K DOGK.. - o ' é” msow

Gantaln U e ’\IERJ'V9 _Cnmmmdmnoﬁcer R L ' '_ ‘Gmmander U Nawigiare,
. . . . R L : C ' ‘Navigator

Mo He farwardcﬁ dmact tn thc anmanﬂor in (‘h:uf S l I{ ei exther nt tmd of an onernhon or rst the enrl of shc calendar munth

T -u. 5. EANEANNEST FIHTIHE orrlc D12 - IA—05070-1 .
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Gene Slover's US Navy Pages



www.tinyurl.com/slover

I"lie No. ' ﬁ

£Bs0AL 2~ 1/A3.6-3/

U.S. 5. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ane

| WAR_DIARY

1 December 19&»30

| 0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
Lat., 00 47.0' 8, "'D"‘_"s"lc h2.37 | _U_Q?‘“Tz 21.9' B
Long, 176° 38.8' E. 1767 52.2" E. 175° 33.7" E.

- Underway in company with Task Unit 50, 2 5, consisting of
BatDivy 8 (INDIANA and MASSACHUSETTS) plus U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA
and DesDiv 92 {BOYD, BRADFORD, BROWN, and COWELL), supporting
"Galvanic Gperation“ in sccordance with Commander Central Pacific
Force Operating Plan GEN 1-43 of Gotober 25, 1943 and Comnsander
Task Force Fifty Operating Plan Ne. 1-43, Serial 0024, of
- Oetober 29, 1943. Thisg task unit proceeding south to operate
- in an area bounded by parallels 20 to 4° south and meridians RQ%
173° and 1759 east, In cruising disposition 5-Roger, fleet
course and axis 150° {T), standerd speed 16 knots, steaming at Q%
fleet speed 18 knots, zig-zagging ugsing Plan 6., MASSACHUSETTS
in station 1120, ComBatDiv & in U.S.S, INDIANA, Officer.in N
Tactical Command, Immediate superior in command in area
ComTagkForcee Fifty. Zone time plus twelve, west 1angitude date. P

G

At 0957 lost & man everboard, made emergency signals and’ Q\\};
informed 0.T.C. U.S.,S. BOYD detdiled to recover mean. Ships of k\\\

unlt maneuversd by 0.T.C. to remain in vieinity until-recovery

of man by U.8.8. BOYD. 1007 U.S.5. BOYD reported man recavereﬂ
and returned to station in screen. _ _

: At 1027 U;S 3. E%SSAGHUSETTS 1annohed twoe aireraft for - -
anti-gubmarine patrol, relieving . S.5. INDIANA planes on station.

At 1302 U.8.8. BOID came’ un&er starboard quarter, and returnad
‘man overboard by breeches buoy.

At 1413 U.S.8. MﬂSSAcHGSETTB planas relieved on atatien

- by U.S.8. NORTH CAROLINA planes, returped to the. ship, and were
‘recovered by the Oharlie method. _

 {§395¥'f : o :', ' C
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U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahe
'éﬁ WAR DIARY

At 1600, U.S8.5. NORTH CAROLINA plane dropped smoke fliocat,
indieating possible submarine sighted. Task unit meneuvered to *
avoid attack by O0.T.C. U.,3.5. BROWN investigated area and failed
to make gound contact. Pllot of plane reported posgible wake, not

definite sight econtact,

At 1805 slghbted land bearing 190° (T), disbence about 10
milés, visible from tops, identified as Tamana Island in the -

- Kinguill Group.

At 1952 formed crulsing disposition 5~-Vietor for defense
against possible night alr attaek, MASSACHUSETIS in stetion
1.5110. Set Condition of Readiness II. 2026 Formed cruising
disposition 5-Hoger, MASSACHUSETTS in station 1120. All tinmes
£12 zone time, West Longitude date.

2 December 19473

0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Pogition
Lat. 29 12.5¢ 8, 39 03.5% 3, 39 26.5' 8,
Long. 173° 59.1*' E, 174° 33.3' B.. 1730 56.0' E.

Arrived in and commenced patrolling within the assigned
area of operations, At 0507 went to general quarters for the
dewn alert, securing at sunrise. At 0608 set Condition of
Readiness II-Sugar. At 0658 catapulted two planes for anti-
submarine patrel. 1031 U.5.5. NORTH CAROLINA planes relieved
on station, MASBACHUSETTS plaenes returned and recovered by
Charlie method. At 1150 U.S.3. BROWN reported an unidentified
aireraft bearing 145° {7}, distance 8 miles.  This plane
friendly on MASSACHUSETTS redar and so reported to 0.7.C.

At 1821 set Condition of Readiness II. At 2048 secured 3C .
radar for repairs and cut in at 2135, repairs having been

completed, _
3 December 1943

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 2% 00,5' 8. . 29 01.1' B, 20 L2t 8.

173° 28.5' E.  174° 09.3' E, 174° 13.5' E.
Steeming as before in assigned area of operations.

. (297)

DECLARSIFED 7

x -

: - I
0, Dt £

548135

inflty
TR
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BB59/A12-1/A16w3/ V.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc

WAR_DIARY

0511 went to general quarters for dewn alert, securing at 06ll.
Set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar., Commenced fueling destroyers,

U.8.8. INDIANA fueling first, other BB's zig-zagging lndependently

behind screen. U.S5.5. NORTH CAROLINA launched plane anti-sub-
marine patrol. 1000 Catapulted two planes to relieve NORTH
CAROLINA planes on station for entl-submarine patrel. 1022
U.5.5. INDIANA completed fueliang U.S.S. BOYD and U.3.8. BRADFORD,
U.S.5. NORTH CARCLINA commenced fueling operatinns. 1302 U,.S8.8.
NORTH CAROLINA completed fueling U.S.S. COWELL and U.3.3. BROWN.
Formed cruising disposition 5-Roger, fueling operations having
been completed. 1337 U.S5.S8. INDIANA planes relieved on station.
MASSACHUSETTS planes recovered by Charlie method. 1818 Set Condie
tion of Reediness II. 1911 U.S5.5. BOYD reported sound contaet
bearing 230° (T), Fleet course 2400 {T). Emergency ships right
to 000% (7)., 1915 U.S.S. BOYD reported underwater sound contact
false. 1918 Resumed base course 2409 (T).

L December 1943

0800 Position 1200 Position 2oodVﬁosition
Lat. 3° 06.0* 8. 22 49.9* 8. .2 53 8' 8.
Long. 173°.30.7' E.  173° 00.9* B,  173° E.

Steaming as before in assigned area of operations., 03507

Went toc general guarters for dawn alert, securing at 0608, Set
condition of Readiness Ii-3ugar. 1000 Catapulted twoe planes for
anti~-submarine patrol to relieve U.S.3. INDIANA plenes on station,
1355 U.S.8, NORTH CAROLINA launched two planes to relieve

V.8.3. MASSACHUSETTS planes. Recovered two planes by Charlie
“method. 1725 U.S.8. NORTH CAROLINA recovered two planes.

1820 Set Condition of Readiness II.

5 December 1943

~ 0BOO Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
Lat.  0° 22,0 8. 0° 42.8' 8, 20 03.8' 8,
Long, 172° 57.0' B.  173° 05.8' B. 1720 47.0' E.

Steaming as before, enroute to rendezvous with Tagk

- Unit 16.10.4 for fueling opereations. At 0517 went to gensral
guarters for dawn alert, securing at 0617 and setting Condition

s (298) | )

RN

 BECLAGSTRD T
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BB59/412-1/A16-3/ U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahe

WAR DIARY

of Readiness Il-Supar. 0536 Sighted & destroyer, identified as  ~-

friendly, bearing 105° (T), distance 20,800 yards. 0615 Sighted
three ships, believed to be tankers,. bearing 082° (7), 31,750
yards, 0727 Catapulted two planes for anti-submarine patrol,
0750 Rendezvous with Task Unit 16.10.L snd completed preparations
to receive U.S.5. NEOSHO alongside to starboard for fueling
operations. Fueling c¢ourse 090° (T} and speed 9 kmots. At 0820
commenced receiving fuel from ¥.3.5. NEOSHG, using two 6" hoses.
Pagsed following material to U.S,3. NEBOSHO for appropriate
disposal:

291 empty 5"/38 caliber powder tanks, Mk 6 Mod. 1, with
empty cartridge cases,

20 empty 5"/51 caliber catapult powder tanks, with empty
cartfidge cases.

8 fifty mallon oil drums, ewpty.

U.5. nail for dispateh to United States.

At 0943 completed operations, having rechbved 6,908 barrels of -
burnable fuel. At 1003 cleared side of U.S5.5. NECSHO and formed
Cruising Disposition 5-Roger, all ships of this task unit heving
completed fueling. Set course to return te assigned areas of
operation 180° (T}, 1103 U.5.S. NORTH CAROLINA planes relieved
on station, MASSACHUSETIS planes recovered by Chaerlie method.

A% 1358 U.8.85, INDIANA planes relleved as anti-stubmerine patrol
end U.8.3. NORTH CAROLINA recovered two aircraft. At 1713
U.3.8. INDIANA recovered twoe aircraft. At 1824 set Condition

of Readinesgss II. 1922 Radar contact on unidentified aircraft bear-~
ing 0L0C {T), distent 22.5 miles. 1925 Radar contact faded. At
2130 changed course to northward to proceed t¢ rendezvous with
Tagk Group 50.L in complishce with 1nstructiona received from
Commender Central Pacific Force.

6 Deeember 1943

0800 FPogition 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 0° 42.5' 8, - 1° 17.7' 8, 29 30,9' S.
Long.. 172° $6.1' E.  173° 06.6' E.  173° 19.9' E.

- Proeceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 50.4 and Task
Unlt 16.10.4 to southwestward of Apaman$a. At 0514 went to

{299}

|
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BB59/Al2~1/416-3/ U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS . 60/ahec

- WAR DIARY

general quarters for dawn slert. At 0544 U.S5.S. NORTH CAROLINA
reported surface contact bearing 125° (T), distance 17 miles.
0548 Sighted contact reported, identified as two DE's and 3 AO's;
or Task Unit 16.10.L 0602 Sighted two eireraft carriers on horizon
vearing 335° (R}, ldentiried as U.S.8. BUNKER HILL and U.S8.S.
MONTEREY. 0603 Sighted three BB's bearing 100° {R), identified as
U.SaSaWASHINGTON, U.S5.8. SOUTH DAKOTA, and U.8.5. AL-QBM, and
ships comprising Task Group 50.4. Commenced making variocus courses
and speeds while Task Group 50.4 fueled from Task Unit 16.10.%4.
0616 Commander Task Unlt 50.2.5 reported to Commander Task Group
50.4 fo¥-duty. - '

Formed new Task Group 50.8, Officer in Tactical Command,
Reay Admirel W. A, LEE, Jr., in U.8.5. WASHINGTON. Task Unit
50.2.8 and 50,4 dissolved in accordance with Commander Central
FPacific Force Operation Order Neo. 3s43 and dispatch.

Task Group 50.8 consists of the following:

BatDiv 6 (WASHINGTON and NORTE CAROLINA}, BatDiv 8
{ INDIANA and MASSACHUSETTS), end BatDiv 9 ( SOUTH DAKOTA and
ALABAMA), U.S.S. BUNKER HILL, U.S.S. MONTEREY, DesRon 46 (IZARD,
CHARRETTE, CONNOR, BURNS, BOYD, BROWN, BRADFORD, COWELL}, end
DesDiv 15 {LANG, STERETT, STACK, WILSON).

At 0616 Set Condition of Readiness IX-Sugar. At 1016
U.8.8. WIL3ON came alongside to receive resistor for radar. At
1103 U.5.5. COWELL came alongside to deliver guard mail, Commander
Task Group 50.8 Bombardment Plan No. 1-43, Serial 0039 fsecret)
of December 6, 1943, 1358 Task Unit 50.4 completed fueling and
formed Task Group 50.8 in Crulsing Disposition 5-Love, BatDiv 8
in gtation 3290, MASSACHUSETIS 1,000 yards astern of U.S.S.
INDIANA, station unit guide, 3Set course and speed to carry out
Commender Central Pacific Force Plan No. CEN 1-43 and Commander
Tagk Group 50.8 Bombardment Plan No. 1-43 into execution. 1823
Went to air defense stations for dusk elert and secured at 1900, .
setting Condition of Readiness II.,

At 2214 U.5.8. BRADFGRD'iaported possible submarine sound
contact, 2221 Emergency ships right 90 degree¢s to avold possible
attack, 2241 U.S.3. BRADFORD reported contact false and resumed

base course 24,0° (T}).
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WAR DIARY
7 Detomber 1oL

0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position

Lat, 29 12.1' S, 20 14,27 s. 0° L9.4* 8,
Long. 170° 1&.1' E, 169° 28.7' E 168° L5.6' E.

Proceeding to the south and west of Gecean Island 1o approach
Fauru Island from the northward for the bombardment of Nauru at
He-hour 0700 on D-day December 8, 1943 west longitude date. At 0523
went to general guarters for dawn alert. Carriers launched aireraft
for anti-submarine patrol and search. Secured at 0623 and set Condi-
tion of Readiness II-3ugay. During gensral quarters developed a
Jeak in Number Two engine condenser. Requested permission to slow
to make repalirs which was grented by 0IC, Speed of formation slowed
to 15 knots to meke repairs. Dropped astern of formation, slowed,
engaged jackling gear on number four shaft, increassed speed to 15
knota, and maintained station as far as possible during subsequent
repairs., 0956 U.3.S. COWELL and U.S.3. BROWN ordered to screen
MASSACHUSETTS -during carrier aireraft operations. At 1004 repairs
to condenser completed, disengaged jacking gear and resumed station
in formation at fleet speed of 18 knots.

At 1823 went to air defense stations for dusk mlert. At 1615
set Condition of Readiness II. _ ,

8 Decenmber 19kl

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. o° 39.5° s. 09 05.6¢ s. 20 12.4' S.
Long. 166° 50.8' E 167° 30.3' E 167° 26.7' E.

Steaming &8 before, csonducting approach for bombardment of

Nauru Island in order to render Nauru an ineffective base for
Japanese alr operations. At 0510 U.S.8. BUNKER HILL and U.S8.58.
MONTEHREY in company with DesDiv 15 less U.S5.3. LANG and U.S.3.

STACK, plus U.S,.5. BRADFORD and U.35.5. COWELL, left formation to

act independently, but within supporting distance of surface bomb-
erdment group, to¢ conduct aerial bombardment of Nauru Island, At
0539 went to general quarters and completed all preparations for
bombardment of Nauru Islend. At 0609 changed fleet course to 220° {T)
gnd formed battle line, order of ships from ven to rear U.S.S.
WASHINGTON, U,.5.5. NORTH CAROLINA, U.5.5., INDIAWA, U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS,
- U.8.5. ALABAMA, and U.5.S. SOUTH DAKOTA, standard digtance 1500

yards, At 0610 changed speed to 24 knota, At 0615 changed fleet

VI (301) | - é?
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course to 0200 (T). At 0616 sighted Nauru Island bearing 190°
{T). At 0618 catapulted two planes, ane plane for spotting,
the second plane for anti-gubharine screen ahead and relief
spotting plane. At 0624 chenged fleet course to 220° (7T},
Obgerved flashes of light on Nauru Island, believed to bhe
enemy anti-alrcraft fire opposing strikes made by our carrier
based planes. At 0654 changed fleet course to 210° (T). At
0702 U.5.5. WASHINGTON passed through initial point for
bombardment (Point Baker bearing 3300 (7T), distance 20,000
yards from Carntilever Pier on west side of Nauru Igland}.
Executed "Roger™, all ships opening on assigned targets with
full nine-gun salve, At 0702 U.38.5. MASSACHUSETTS opened fire
with full nine-gun salvo from maln battery on bherracks ares.
(For full report of bombardment by U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, ses
Comnanding Officer's Secret letter BB59/Al6-3, Serial 0016,

of 16 December 1943 and enclosures.) At 0704 changed course
to 2100 (T}). At 0706 changed course to 2200 (T} to adjust
position. At 0710 changed course to 194° (7)., At O71h changed
course to 184° (T}, At 0717 having closed the range, the
secondary battery opened fire on assigned targets in air strip
area. At 0729 changed fleet course by cclumn movement to

1542 {T). At 0732 ceased firing, all batteries, All ammuni-
tion allowed expended, no c¢asusltiies,

Ammunition Expended:

135 projectiles 16"/45 caliber H.C., Mark 31-10
135 charged 16%/45 caliber SPD 3106 -
k00 projectiles 5%"/38 caliber A.A, common with Mark 28
MCBD fuse. .
LOO charges, 5%/38 caliber: 208 SFDN 3024
- 192 SPDN 2868

At 0741 comcluded bombardment of Nauru Island, all ships ceased
firing., GCommenced retirement. At 0745 divisions column right
to course 255° (T). .

At 0816 formed cruising disposition 5-Love and commenced:

retirément and rendezvous with Carrier Task Unit., At 0842
recovered two aireraft. At 1035 U.3.8. BOYD left formation

to recover aviators foreced down two mliles west of Nauru Island.
At 1135g9ighted U.S.S5. BUNKER HILL on port bow. AL 1212 U.3.8.
WASHINGTON reported sighting two "Bettys" bearing 1209 (T).

At 1215 U.S.S. INDIANA reported two unidentified aircraft
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bearing 240° (T), distance 18 miles. At 1217 earrier aerial
bombardment group rejoined and took station in eruising dispo-
sition 5~Love, 1226 Went tc alr defense stations until uniden-

tified aircraft sltuation cleared, 1412 Secured from alr defense..

and get Condition of Readiness II-Able. Task Group 50.8 retiring
to southward and to base, At 1615 sighted U,.S.S. BOYD returning
to formation bearing 035° (R}, distance 30,000 yards, having
suffered damage &s & result of enemy action during attempted
. rescue of pllots forced down west of Nauru Island., At 1800
U.S.S8. WILSON came alongside to transfer appendix case via
breeches buoy to U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS. U.S8.S. ALABAMA recéived
wounded from U.S.5. BOYD., At 1825 formed @ruising Disposition
5~Victor in preparation for possible night air attack by eneny,
1848 Vient 10 air defense stations for dusk alert. At 2015 set
Condition of Readiness II.

9 .and 10 Decewmber 1943
0800 Pogition ;éoa Position 2000 Position

Lat. 59 24,.2' 8. 89 09.9" 5. 70 20.9' S.
lLong. 167° 07.6' E, 167° 57.6% E. 168° 03, 0' E.

Steaming as befoére, retiriig to. the southward and tu bass.
At. 0532 went 4o general quarters for dawvn alert. Carriers
launched air patrols and searches end maintained them throughout
the daylight hours. At 0632 set Condition of Readiness II-
Sugar. At 0800 changed the date from $ December to 10 December,
conforming to zone ~12 time. Hoved all clocks ahead 2i hours.
At 1448 completed all preparations for fueling destroyers at
sea. At 1517 U.S8.58. BRADFORD came alongside to starboard for
fueling. At 1523 commenced pumping fuel to U.S.5. BRADFORD.
At 1624 completed fueling U.S.S. BRADFORD, having delivered
1,643 barrels of burnable fuel, At 1626 U.S.S. BRADFORD cleared
side. Commenced regaining stetion in Cruising Digposition
5-Victor, At 1855 set Condition of Readiness 1L,

11 December 1943

0800 Position 1200 Phaition 2000 Foaltion
‘Lat.  10% 44.2' S. 118 47.9" 5. ©13%9 57,3* 3,
Long. 168° 08.3' E.  167° 55.3" E 168° 27.3' E.

K {303)
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Steaming as before, retiring to the southward and to

WAR DIARY

launched anti-submarine and search patrols and maintained them
throughout the daylight hours. At 0616 set Condition of
Readiness II-Sugar. At 1100 conducted test firing of 57/38

celiber Mark 32 fuses. ,

Anmunition Exgende&:

24 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber; with Mark 32 fuse.
24 charges, 5"/38 caliber: 23 SPDN 2868
1 SFDN 3024

At 1,39 U.S.8. BUNKER HILL and assigned sgcreen left formation

to zet as target for special offset practice to be fired by
U.5.5. ALABAMA, All ships of battle line testing radar spotting
with fire control radars. At 1459 foimed battle line, order
from ven to rear, BatDivs 6, 9, and 8. At 1626 U.S.3. ALABAMA
completed firing, end of test. At 1633 formed ecruising dispo-
sition 5-Love. At 1906 set Condition of Readiness II. At

202 U.8.8. BUNKER HILL, U.5.3. MONTEREY, U.S3.8. ALABAMA and
PDeshivs 15 and 92 left formation 1o proceed to Segund Cia nnel,
Espiritu Santos. Upon arrival at base Task Group 50.8 dissolved
and report to ComSobPac for duty.

12 December 10L%

0800 Position A%t Basge N
Lat, 17° 19.8' 8. Havennah Harvor, Efate Island, New
Long. 168° 32.5' E. Hebrides. :

Steaming in company with BatDivs 6, 8, and 9 less
U.S.3. ALABAMA, and Desghiv 91 enroute base at Havenngh Harbor,
Efate, New Hebrides, retiring from supporting "Galvanic Opera-
tions”., At 0504 went te general quarters for dawn alert., At
0600 launched two aircraft for anti-submarine patrol. Planes
to be relieved on station apd when relieved proceed to hase,
At 060L4 set Condition of Resdiness Ii-Sugar. At 1016 entered
channel, MASSACHUSETTS leading battle line, for entry into
Havannah Harbor, Efate Island, New Hebrides, making various
courses and gpeeds to csonform with chamnel. At 1113 moored to 6ooy
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18 in Havannah Harbor. Set the port war watch., Ship assumed
readinegs for getting underway on 12 hours notice. At 1200

set all clocks back one {1) hour to conform to zone -1l time.
Commenced routine upkeep and repair and recreation schedules.
Task Group 50.8 dissolved and Task Force 37 formed ¢n anchoring,
Admirel W. A, LEE, Jr., U.S8, Navy in U.S5.S8. WASHINGTON, Task

Force Commander.

WAR DIARY

Task Force 37

Task Group 37.1, Rear Admirel W. A. LEE, Jr,

BatDivs 6, 8, and 9
Dasbiv_9l

Tagk Group 37.2, Reaf Admiral Sherman

U.S.5. BUNKER HILL &nd U.S.S. MONTEREY.
Desﬁiv 92

Task Group 37.1 base at Hevannah Harbor and Task Group 37.2
base at Segund Ghennel. Upon mooring fueled ship to capacity.

13 December 1943

Moored at base in Havannah Harbor, Efate, New Hebrides,
in berth 18, 23 fathoms of water with 15 fathoms of starboard
anchor chain to buoy, in company with Task Group 37.1, consist-
ing of BatDivs 6, 8 snd 9 less ALABAMA and DesDiv 91. Rear
Admirsel W, A. LEE, Jr., U,3. Navy, Task Force and Task Group
Cormmander in U.S5.S5. WASHINGTON. All ships on 12 hours readiness
for getting underway. Conducting routine upkeep, repairs, and
checks and maintenance of material and training exercises and
drill of personnel in prepsration for basttle. U.S.3. NCRTH
CAROLINA has military and radar guard. At 0800 U.3.3. SOUTH
DAKOTA relieved the U.S.S. NORTH CARCLINA of military and radar

3ﬂlguard; _ _
..3\ - Transferred the following emmunition to Naval Baase,
Havannah Harbor:

280 16"/L5 powder tanks,empty; Mark 3.
430 5"/38 powder tanks, empty, Mark 6 with empty cart-
ridge cases,
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149 4O MM tanks, empty
8 boxes 20 MM empty cartridges
7 tenks, empty, for catapult charges.

14 December 1943

Moored as befere. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved
U.3.8. SOUTH DAKOTA of milltary and radar guard. At 1640
U.5.8. ALABAMA, escorted by DesDiv 15, stood in and moored.
At 2200 commenced provisionling ship from U.S.5. ANTIGUA.

15 December 1943

Moored as before, At 0800 U.3.5. MASSACHUSETTS relieved
U.5.8. INDIANA of military and radar guard. Completed provision-
ing ship from U.S5.3. ANTIGUA.

16 December 1943

Mocred as before. At 0800 U.S.5. ALABAMA relieved
U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS of military and radar guard. 1115 Commenced
receiving ammunition from the U.S.5. RAINIER., 2200 Completed
teking ammunition from U,S.8. RAINIER, heving received the
following:

110 16"/45 caliber projectiles, H.G., Mark 13-1
143 16"/h5 caliber charges, SPD 3633
643 5"/38 caliber projectiles, Mark 28 BDF
863 5"/38 caliber charges
225 5%/38 paliber projectiles, Mark 32 fuse, lot unit
52 57/38 caliber projectiles, illuminating, Mark 30-5
ll 200 40 MM cartridges, service
10, 980 20 MM cartridges, incendiary
""50 float lights, Mark 4.
260 aircraft starter certridges, Type B.

17 December 1943

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. WﬂSHINGTON ralieved
U 3.5, ﬁLﬁBAMA of military and radar guard. At 0844 commenced
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anmunition, baving reckived the following:
110 16*/45 caliber charges, SPD 3942. “g

+

1535 Completed tesking onr board 2,200 gallons of aviation gasoline.

18 December 1943

~ Moored us before. At 0800 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA relieved
the U.8.8, WASHINGTON of military and radar guard.

19 December 1943

. Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA relieved
U.8.8. NORTH CAROLINA of military and radar guard.
20 December 1943

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.3. INDIANA relieved
U S 8. SOUTH DAKCTA of military and radar guard,

21 December 1943

Moored as before. At 0800 U,3.S8. MASSACHUSETTS relieved
the U.S.8. INDIANA of mi)itary end rader guard. U.3.S. RﬁINIER,
escorted by U.S.8. CHARRETTE (DD581l) got underway and stood out

"of the harbor. At 1030 U.S5.8. PASQUOTANK (A0G18) stood into
the harbor and moored in berth assigned. At 2100 Commander
J. A, MONALLY, V.S. Navy, relieved Commander L. E. CRIST, Jr.,
U.S5. Navy, as executive officer of the U.5.3. MASSACHUSETTS.

22 December 1 :

. Moored as before. At 0800 U,5.5. ALABAMA relieved the
U.5.85. MASSACHUSETTS of millitary and radar guard. Requested
and received from ComBatPac foriy-elght hour availability to

" replace SC-1 radar with SC-2 radar and instellation of exten~

sion on foremast to facilitate installation of SC number 2
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b0 give 360° coverage. Commenced necessary work at 0900. B N
Installation to be in condition for re-use on 12 hours notice, 753

23 De@ember 1252

_ Moored as before., Work on radar installation progressing
satisfactorily. At 0800 U.S.S. WASHINGTON relieved U.S.S5. ALABAMA
of military and radar guard., &t 1520 transferred the following
ammunition to Naval Bage, Havannah Herbor, Efate, New Hebrldes
Islands:

32 charges 16"/45 caliber SPD 3633
3 charges 16"/4L5 caliber SPD 3242

2h December 1943

Moored as before. At 0500 completed installation of
S5C-2 radar antenna on foremast., Tested and worked satisfactory.
Completion reported to ComBatPac. At 0800 U.3.S8. NORTH CAROLINA
relieved U.3.5. WASHINGTON of military and radar guard.

25 December 1GL3

Moored as before. At 0800 U.5.5. SOUTH DAKOTA relleved
U.5.8. NORTH CAROLINA of military and radar guard. At 1035
U.8.3. WASHINGTON and V.3.5. NORTH CAROLINA, plus WILSON, LANG,
IZARD, and BURNS got underway and stood out of the harbor.
ComBatDiv 9 in U.5.5. SCGUTH DAKOTA now 30PA. Requested 48 hour
avallability of SOPA to repair casualty to training motor in
Turret Two. Approved by SOPA and work commenced. Housing of
training motor bulged due to excessive oil: pressure, causing

excesaive &*ﬂﬁh&?&ﬂ»beakaie.

26 December 1943

- Moored as before. Work on repairs to Turret Two training
motor progressing satisfactorily. At 0800 U.S.8. INDIANA relieved
U.8.5. -S0UTH DAKOTA of military and radar guerd.

2 . (308) | | \'5
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27 December 1943

- Moored as before, Work on Turret Two training motor pro-
gressing satisfactorily. At 0800 U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS relieved
U.S8.5. INDIANA of militaery and rader guard. At 1600 repairs
and tests on Turret Two completed and reported to SOPA.

28 December 1943

: Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.5. ALABAMA relieved U.S.S.
MASSACHUSETTS of military and radar guard,

29 December 1943

Moored as before., At 0800 U.S.9. SOUTH DAKOTA relieved
V.5.5. ALABAMA of military and radar guard, At 1800 commenced
provisioning ship from U.5.5. ALDEBARAN.

30 December 1943

Moored as before. At 0800 U.3.5. IRDIANA relieved U,S5.8.
SOUTH DAKOTA of millitary end redar guard. At 1700 completed

provisioning ship from U.3.8. ALDEBARAN.
31 December 1943

Moored as before. At 0800 U.85.85. MASSACHUSETTS relieved
U.3.5. INDIANA of mllitery and radar guard.

'Submitted:

Futier

Commender, U.S, Navy,
Navigator,

Aﬁproved-éggzi 5 . _J“ﬁaﬁg;%zjfzﬁf

Capt&in, u. S. Navy,
8 Commanding. (309)
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. Moored to buoy in berth #18 in Havannah Harbor, Efate
I=lend of the New Hebrides group, with fifteen fathoms of the star-
board anchor chain ocut to the buoy, and & one and ome-elghth

inch wire preventer secured tc the buoy.

An snti-torpedo net

completely surrounds ship during the night and open on port
quarter for boat{ aceess to gangway during deylight hours. Ship
is in Meterial Condition of Readiness X-ray from sunrise to

sunset and Yoke from sunset to sunrise.

" For Condltion of

Readiness the Port War Wateh is set in all departments and

readiness for getting underway ls twelve hours notice as

ordered by ComSoPac.

The U. S.S. MASSACHUSETTS is ettached to Task Force
Thirty-geven (37), Rear Admiral W. A. LEE", Jr., U.S8. Navy,
Tagk Force Commander in U.35.S. WASHINGTON.

Tesk Force 37 are;

Task Force 37 _
Task Group 3? 1 == Rear ﬁdmiral W; A. LEE, Jr., U.8, Havy

BatDiv 6 (U.2.8. WMSHINGTON and U.8.3. NORTH GAROLIHA}
BatDiv 8 (V.8.8. INDIANA and U,8.5. MASSACHUSETIS)

Units atteched to

_/%iggﬁéiﬂ&yﬁuﬁf<

- BatDiv 9 {U.S. S. SOUTH DAKOTA and U.S.S. ALABAMAJ

DegDiv 91

- Task Group 37.2 -~ Rear Admirel SHEBMAN, U.S. Navy.

U.3.S. BUNKER HILL and U.5.8. MONTEREY

DesDiv 92

Task Group 37.1 based ab Havannah Harbor, Efate Island, and
Tagk Group 37.2 based at Segund Channel, Egpiritu Santos Island,
Jmuediate Suparior in Command of
Tagk Force is. Commander South Pacific Force.

New Hebrides Island group.

U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS has militery end radar guara duty. S

Ship conducting routine upkeep, repair and maintananoe o

of machinery and equipment while at base.
schools and detalled instructions while at anchor for training
of officers and men in preparation for future opérations at

Eﬂchedule issued by tha Task Force Comma.nder. ;

{1}

sea, following wes
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Ship conducting drills, l
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At 0800 U.3.S5. ALABAMA relieved U.S.35. MASSACHUSETIS of - .
"Military and Radar guard. At 0955 U.S.8. STACK underway and stood ¢
out of harbor. o

2 Januvary 194,

- - Moored as before. At 0800 U.S5.S. SOUTH DAKQTA relleved
U,5.5. ALABAMA of the Military and Radar Guard. At 1300 U.S.8.
THORNION stood into harbor and went slongalide the U.S.35. KANKAKEE.
The U.5.3. E. J. HENRY stood in and anchored in assigned berth.

3 January 1944

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved
- U.5.8. SOUTH DAKOTA of Military and Radar guard. At 0910 S.S.
HENRY HOYT stood in and anchored 1n assigned bverth.

From 0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Alr Wing conducted simulated
dive bombing attacks on ships In the harbor, followed by strafing.
runs, Fast plane from Vi-9 made high altitude tracking runs over
ships in the harber.

L January 194k

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved
the U.5.S. INDIANA of the Military end Radar guard.

From 0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Alr Wind conducted simulated
dive bombing attacks on ghips in the harbor, followed by strafing
runs. Fast plane from Vi-9 made high altitude tracking runs over
ships in the harbor.

5 January 19&&

Moored as before. At 0800 U,S5.S. SO0UTH DAKOTA relieved
the U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS of the Military and Radar guard. From
0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Alr Wing made simulated dive bomblng
attacks and strafing abttacks on ships in the harbor. Fast plane
from VJ-~9 made high altitudses tracking runs over ships in the harbor,
U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS assigned 20 MM range for the day. At 1130
¥.8.5, STACK and U.8.8. STERRETT got underway and stood out of
harbor. At 1240 U.S. S. ALABAMA got underway and stood out of

- the harbor.
6 January 1944

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved
the U.S5.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of the HMilitary and Radar guard.
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7 January 1944

.-Moored as before. 4t 0610 U.S8.5. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS
cane alongside to port for transfer of ammunition. 4t 0607
U.5.8. WASHINGTON stood into harbor and moored in Berth #9. At
0630 U.3.3. KORTH CAROLINA stood into the harbor and moored in
Berth #4. At 0700 U.S.5. LANG, U.S.S. BURNS, and U.S5.8. IZARD
gteood into harbor and moored in ggsigned berths.

At 0800 U.8.5. MASSACHUSETTS relieved the U.S5.3. INDIANA
©of the Militsary and R&dar Guard. 4% 1200 ComBatPac in U.S5.8.
WASHINGTON relieved ComBatDiv 9 of duties as SOPA. A¢ 1250 U.S.S,
WILLIAY WARD BURROWS clesred port side, having delivered the follow-
ing ammunition:

249 167/45 caliber projectiles, Mk, 13 Mod. 1 {HC)
502 16"/45 caliber tanks, reduced velocity (1900 fs IV) eharges.
265 tanks SPDN 4815
165 tanks SPD 5402
72 tenks SPD 3942

8 January 194l

"Moored as before. At 0610 U.S5.5. ALDEBARAN gtood in
and anchored in berth assigned. At 0800 U.S8.3. KORTH CAROLINA
relieved the U.S5.0. MASSACHUSETTS of the Military and Radar guard.
At 0840 S5.5. WILLIAM WARREN and S.S. NORMAN KEIFER stood in and
anchored in berths assigned. U.S5.8., MASSACHUSETTS assigned 20 MM
range for the day.

At 1214 U.5.8. CONNOR staod in and moored.
9 January 1944

Moored as before, - At 0450 U.S5.8. ANTARES got underway and
" stood out of harbor. At 061) S.S, NORMAN KEIFER got underway and
gtood out of the harbor. At 0650 3. 8. JAMES LIGK stood in and
anchored in asslgned berth. .

At 0800 U.S.S. WASHINGTON relieved the U,S.S. NORTH CARO-
LINA of Military and Radar guard. A4t 0915 U,3.8. WILLIAM WARD
BURROWS came alongside to port for transfer of ammunition. At
1037 U.S.S. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS cleared port side, having delivered
the following ammunition details:

63 16“/&5-ealibar projectiles, Mk. 13 Mod. 1 (HC).
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1¢ January 1944

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S., SOUTH DAKOTA relieved
the U.5.S. WASHINGTON of the kilitary and Redar guard.

At 1316 U.S.S5. BRAINE and U.3.3. FULLAM stood in and
moored in assigned berth._

1l January 1944

Moored &s before. At 0635 U.S8.S. LANG and U.$.S. IZARD
got underway and stoed out of harbor. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA -
~relieved U.S.3. SOUTH DAKOTA of Military and Radar guard. 4t 1630
U.3.38. LANG and U.S.3. IZAHD stood into harbor and moored in

assigned berth.
1z January 1444

dMoored as before. At 0500 U,.8.5. WILLIAM WARD BURRGWB
got underway and stood out of the harbvor, : _

At 0800 VU.S5.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved U.S5.5. INDIANA
~of the Military and Radar Gu&rd.. _

i3 January 1944

Moored as before. At 6800 U,S.5. NORTH CAROLINA relieved
the U,.S.8. MASSACHUSETTS of the Military and Radar gusrd. From
0B00 to 0900 2nd Marine Alr Wing conducted. simuleted dive bombing
and gtrafing runs on ships in the herbor., Fast pleane from VJ-9
made high altitude tracking runs over ships in the harbor,

‘At 1000 smmunition lighter came alongside port quérter
and delivered the following ammunition details:

16"/45 caliber projectiles {AP) Mk. 8 Mod. 2

16"/1,5 caliber charges SPD 3633. _
At 1009 U S.S8. BHRNS got underway and stood out of harbor. At
1129 U.S8.8. LANG got underway and stood out of harbor., .

At 1550 U.5.8. BURNS stoed in and moored in assigned
berth. At 1622 U.S.S. MONTPELIER stood in and moored in
assigned berth, At 1627 U.S.5. COLUMBIA stood in and moored
in assigned berth. At 1630 U.S8.S. STANLEY, U.S.S5., GONVERSE,
U.5.5. SPENCE and U.S.8. LANG stood in and moored in berths asszgned. .
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1L Januarﬁ 1944

Moored as before. At 0510 U,.8.5. BURNS, U.S5.:3. LANG, and
U,5,3. IZARD got underway and stood out of harbor. At 0545 come
pleted all preparations for getting underway. Underway in
accordance with U.3.5. MASSACHUSETTS Operation Order l-L44 datved
12 January 1944, for training exercises in area to westward of
"Efate Island. Officer Conducting the Exercise in U,8.5.
MASSACHUSETTS. Ships in company: U.S.8, IZARD, U.S.S. BURNS,
and U.8.5. LANG., At 0639 destroyers formed anti-submarine
" gereen, U.S5.8. IZARD in station 1, U.S5.3. BURNS in station 3,
and U,5.5. LANG in station 2., C(leared swept channel and '
commenced meking various courses and speeds over measured mile
located on Leleppa Islend for calibration of the pitometer log
and engine revolutions.

At 0750 completed calibration runs, Set course 270° {T)

' and commenced events 2 and 4, consisting of 5%/38 caliber, 4O MM

and 20 M¥ firing et towed sleeve., During firiung conducted test
of 8C-2 radar {own aircraft as targets) at various ranges. At
1055 completed events 2 and 4, having expended the following
ammunition: '

104 projectiles 5"/38 caliber Mk. 31-10 A4 Common,
L9 charges 5"/38 caliber SPDN 2868.
55 charges 5"/38 caliber SFDN 3024.

2596 rounds L0 MM service.

1862 roundsg 20 MM service.

At 1115 commenced making vardousg courses and speeds for
25 knot ealibration run over megsured mile, At 1156 completed
galibration run, set course 270° (T) for approach for évent 6.
Commenced making various courses and speeds for event 6, main
and secondary battery surface firing at radar terget, At 1255
completed event 6, having expendsd the following ammunition:

7 projectiles 16"/45 caliber (AP}, Mk, 8-4.
7 projectiles 16"/L5 celiber, BL&T, Mk, 9~l.
7 charges, 16"/45 caliver, SPD 3633.
7 charges 16"/45 calliber, SPD 3907.
156 projectiles, 5%/38 callber, AA Common k. 31-10.
58 charges, 5"/38. caliber, SPDN 2868.
58 charges, 5'/38 caliber, SPDN 3024,
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Set_course 330° (T) for event &, drone firing im sccordance with, 4"

PacFleet Conf., Memo. 6CM-43. 1428 Commenced event #8. At 1440
drone crashed out of control, event 8 completed. following
ammunition expended: :

G8 projectiles 5%/38 caliber, AA Common Mk, 31~10,
63 charges 5"/38 caliber, SPDN 302i. _

35 charges 5"/38 caliber, SPDN 4115.

72 rounds L0 MM service, Mk. 1.

Set course 280C (T) for rendezvous for night alr attack
by planes from Espiritu Santos. At 1834 arrived in area for
event 11, night sair atteck. Darkened ship and went to air
defense stations. At 1928 secured from air defense stations
and set condition of readiness II-Able, modified ~- all control
stations manned. At 2150 assumed attacking aireraft grounded,
due to wesather. Secured all stetions manned for exercise and
set Condition of Readiness II-Able. Set course 180° (T), speed
18 knots, zlg-zagging in accordance with Plan 8, returning to
operating ares west of Efate lIslsnd.

15 January 1944

Steaming ag before, in company with U.S.S. IZARD, U.S.3.
BURNS, ARD U.8.8. LANG, destroyers in anti-submerine screen,
on course 1800 {T), et standard speed 18 knots, in accordance
with U.3.8. MASSACHUSETTS Operation Order l-44 of 12 January
1944, Ship in Condition of Readiness Il-4Able and Material
Readiness Yoke, and darkened. At 0100 Changed course to 090° (7).
At 0200 U.S.S,. BURKS left formation ro proceed to station for
event 9, C.T.F, 37 Radar Exercise Able,

At 0425 went to Generel Quarters for dawn alert. At 0450
made surface radar contact bearing 005° {T), distance 31,000
yards, identified as U.S.S5. BURNS. At OL58 commenced event #9,
At 0528 secured from general guarters and set Condition of
Readineas 1I-Sugar. At 0542 event 9 completed. Set course
060° {7}, conducting approach for running measursd mile,

At 0826 catspulted plane for event 12, machine gun
firing on towed sleeve and tracking exercise. 1013 Directed
plene to proceed to base, due to reduced visibility. Set course
120° (T) Tor entrence te Havannsh Harbor, Efate Islend, making
various courses and speeds to conform with chennel, At 1142
moored to buoy #18, Havennah Herbor, Efate Island of the New
Hebrides group, in 23 fethoms of water, with the starboard
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anchor chain and one and one-eighth inch wife preventer, ghips
present: BatDivs 6, 8, and 9 less U.3.S. ALABAMA, U.S.S. BURNS,

U.S.8. FULLAM, U.u.S. IZARD, U.S8.8. CONNER, U.S5. S. BRAINE,

U.8.8. GHAHRETTE, U.8.8. LﬁNG, U.S5.5. MEDUSA, U.5.S. KANKAKEE,

U.S5.8. ACREE, and 3.5, JAMES LICK; and various bese craft.
ComBatPac in U.3.8. WASHINGTON SCPA. TU.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA hag
military and radar guard., Commenced routine upkeep, repalr,
and maintenance of materisl. Commenced scheduled training

of personnel in preparation for operationg at ses, Comuenced
recrestion schedules,

At 1455 Y.0. 8 came alongside to starboard and commenced

receiving fuel, At 1635 ceased fueling, heving fueled to
capacity. Received 3,840 barrels of burnable fuel. 1645
. #8 cleared starboard side.

16 January 1944

Moored as before, 0630 U.5.5. MASSACHUSETIS relleved
the U.S,8. SOUTHE DAKOTA of Military and Rader guard., 0756
Commenced fueling from Y,0. #8 and completed at 0831, having
received 1,039 varrels of fuel oil., At 0933 U.S.S, SOUTH
DAKOTA and U.S.S. INDIANA underway for exercises at ses with

U.8.5. BURNS, U.S.8. CHARRETTE, and U,8.8, CONNERS as escorts.
1510 U.S8.8. BS0UTH DAKQOTA,; U.S.5. INDIANA, and destroyer escorts

gtood in end moored..

17 January 1944

h'y

Moored as before. 0635 U.S.3, SOUTH DAKOTA, U.S.S. INDIANA,

¥.8.5. BURNS, U.3.S5. CHARRETTE, send U.3.S. CONNER underway for
exercises at sea., 0800 U,S.5. NORTH CAROLINA relieved the U.3.8.
MASSACEUSETTS of Military end Radar guard. 1620 U.S5.8. SOUTH

DAKOTA and U.S5.3. INDIANA with destroyer escorts stood into
harbor and moored.

18 January 1944

080C Pogition | 1200 Position 2000 Posgition
Lat,  Havannah Harbor, 175 18,57 S. 16Y 28, S.'
Long. ZEfate Island 167° 46.9' E 166° 34,3 B

Moored as before. 0800 Underway in compliance with
ComSoPac despateh orders of January 1944, proceeding to base
at Funafuti Atoll, Ellice Islaend group, in compeny with Task
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Group 37.1. Ships in compeny: BatDivs 6, 8, and 9 less
U.53.5. ALABAMA; DesDiv 92 (1ZARD, CHEARRETTE, BURNS, CONNER),
plus LANG and WILSON. 0935 Upon clearing swept chanmel, north
entrance, formed crulsing disposition 5-Love-Suger on fleet .
course and axis 310° (T}, guide in U,S.S. WASHINGTON bearing
330° (T}, distance 2450 yards., Standard speed 16 knots, steam~
ing at 12 knots. Commander Task Forece 37, Rear Admiral W.. A,
LEE, Jr., in U.S.S. WASHINGTON, 0.T.C. At 1259 changed zone
time to zone -12 Mike., 1544 Changed speed to 1l knots and
commenced zig-zagging using Plan 2-Zebra. 1759 Changed fleet
course and agis to 3000 (T). 2100 Changed fleet course and
axis te 270° {T). 2140 Surface contact by radar bearing 356°
{T}, 55,000 yards, reported to 0.7.C. U.S.8. CONNER sent out
to investigete contact by 0.7.C., U.S.S. CONNER made contact
and identified the contact to be friemdly. 2235 Made radar
contact on surface object identifled to be friendly by 0.7.C.
on bearing 247° (T). 2250 Changed course and axis to 310° (7).

19 January 1944
Q800 Position = 1200 Pogition 2000 Position

Lat. 14° 14.6' 8. 13° 38.1' 3, 12 L7.9' 8.
Long. 165° 13.8' E, 165° 29,.5% E, 166° 17.9' B,

Underway as before, ship in Condition of Readiness II
and Material Readiness Yoke and darkened, 0200 Changed fleet
course and axis to 3200 (T), 0230 Changed fleet course and
axis to 010° {T). 0242 Commenced zig-zagging. Observed moon-
rise. 1015 Exerclsed crew.at General Quarters stations and set
Material Readiness Zebra. 1041 Secured from General Quarters,
set Condition of Readiness Il-Sugar, Secured from Materiael
Condition Zebra, set Material Condition Yoke, 1104 Changed
course and axis to 140° (T) by William method. 1209 Changed
course right to 290° (7). U.S.S. WASHINGTON leunched one
aircraft for rader exercise. 1214 Changed course to 1409 {(T).
Changed speed to 17 knots. 1400 Changed course to 2259 (7},
1413 Chenged course to 315° (T). U.S,3. WASHINGTON recovered
one aircraft. 1434 Changed course to 010° (T} by the William
method, 1457 Changed fleet speed to 18 knota. 1519 All
battleships moved out to circle three on present bearing from
guide. 1525 Changed course to 0500 (T}, 1459 Sighted Task
Group 37.2 on the horizon, consisting of the U.3.S. BUNKER HILL,
U.85.5. MONTEREY, U.35.5. BRADFORD, U.S5.3. COWELL, U.3.5. BROWN,
and V.S.3. BELL. Cloged and formed cruising disposition
5-Roger on course and axis 010° {T) at fleet gpeed 18 knots.
U.5.S. WASHINGTON fleet guide, bearing 030° (T), distance 5600
yards. 1723 Sighted Torres Igland bearing 0700 (T), distance
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35 miles., 1807 Made radar contact on friendly surface target

bearing 298° {T), 36,000 yards. Ceased zlg-zagging and resumed == -

base course, 18lL Set course 0L0C (T) and copmenced zig-zagging,
using Flan ll-Zebra. 1922 Commenced making various courses '
and speeds for recovery of alrcrafd by carriers. 1930 Darkened
ship. Set Condition of Readiness II. 1931 Carriers completed
regcovery of alrcraft. Set course OLOC (T) and resumed zig-zag~
ging. 2000 Ceased zlg-zagging and resumed base course. Changed
course right to 0500 %T). 2003 Changed speesd to 23 knots and
resuned zig~zagging. 2100 Ceased zlg-zagging, Increased

speed to 25 knots. 2155 Redar contact on Vanlkoro Island,
bearing 015° (7T}, distance 55 miles.

_ 20 January 1944 (~12)
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pogition

Lat. 10° 02.7' S. 9% 53 .0t 3, 90 2.1t 8.
Long. 170° 00.8' B, 1719 16,4 B. 1759 11.7v R,

Steaning as before in company with Task Force 37, enroute
Punafuti, Ellice Islands, via Point Nightstick, as ordered by
despatch from Com3oPac¢ te avold friendly shipping. Reagt Admirel
W. A, LEE, Jr., in U.5.8, WASHIRGTON, Task Force Commander and
0.T.C. 0534 Went to General Quarters for dawn alert, set
Material Condition Zebra. ~Carriers launched anti~submarine _
patrol. Exercised all bettle stations while at General Quarters.
0634 Sunrise. Secured from General Quarters and set Condition
of Readiness II~Sugar and Material Readiness Yoke. 0905
Changed speed to 20 knots. 1017 Carriers launched snd recovered
antisgubmarine patrols. 1429 Carriers launched and recovered
anti-submarine patrols. 1448 Commenced exzercise, machine gun
fire at towed sleeve and ceased at 1530. Expendsd:

51 rounds 4O MM ammunition. _ |
1843 Carriers recovered alreraft. 1855 Sunset. Darkemed ship
and set Condition of Readiness II., 2015 Set Material Condition
Zebra modified, 2100 Changed speed to 25 knots.
20 January 1944 (#12)

0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Peosition

Lat. g% 01.6' 3. Anchored, Funafuti,
long. 178° 4(5.1' E, Ellice Islands.
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Steaming as before, enroute Funafuti, Ellice Islands
group, in company with Task Force 37. 0000 Changed time
from ZD -12 to ZD £12. 0503 Went to General Quarters for dawn
alert, Jst Material Condition Zebra. Carriers launched
anti~-submarine patrol, EBxercised orew at general duarters
stations. 05603 Sunrige. Secured from Generdl Quarters and
set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and Material Readiness

Yoke. 0907 Carriers recovered aireraft. U.S.S. MASSACHUZETTS

Jaunched one aireraft for anti-submarine patrol. 0940 Sighted
Funafuti Atoll bearing 3209 (T), distance 20 miles. 1010
Carriers and excorts detached for entry into port, Battle-
ships and screen formed cruising disposition 5-Love-Sugar,
guide in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. At 1200 BatDivs 8 and 9 less
U.5.8. ALABAMA detached for entry into port, Formed column,
order of ships from van to rear, U.5.5, SOUTH DAKOQOTA, U.S8.S.
INDIANA, and U.S5.8. MASSACHUSETTS. 1310 lLaunched one sircraft
for search and ald in entry into port. 1455 Anchored in berth
B-2 in Fongafale Anchorage, Funafuti Atoll, Elliece Jslands:

group. Set Port War Watch in accordance with S0PA Instructions.

Set Material Condition Yoke. Ship in readiness for getting
underway on twelve hours notice. Commenced routine upkeep,
repalr, and maintenance of equipment and training of personnel
in readiness for operations at sea. 1530 U.5.8. WASHINGTON
and U,.8.5, NORTH CARQLINA stood in and snchored in herths

assigned, U.S.8. SOUTH DAKOTA radar guard ship. Ships present:

various units of the U.8. Paciflic Fleet. Upon anchoring Task
Force 37 dissolved and Task Group 58.5 formed, Rear Admiral
W. A. LER, Jr., U.S. Navy, commanding with the following

organization
Task Unit 58.5.1, Rear Admlral LEE, Jr.
BatDiv 6 (WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA)
BatDiv 8 {INDIANA, MASSACHUSETTS)
BatDiv 9 (SOUTH DAKOTA, ALABAMA)
BatDiv 7 (IOWA, NEW JERSEY)
Task Unit 58.5.5, Rear Admiral SHERMAN

U.S.8. BUNKER HILL
U.5.8. MONTEREY

Task Unit 58.5.2, Rear Admirsl SMALL
U.5.5. CHESTER
U.S.5. PENSACOLA -
U.3.8. SALT LAKE CITY
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Task Unit 58.5.4, Captaln BOTTOM

DesRon 46 (DesDiv 91: IZARD, CHARRETTE, CONNER,
BELL, BURNS; DesDiv 92: BRADFORD,
BROWN and COWELL}

DesDiv 15 {LONG, STERRETT STACK., and LANG]

DesDiv 95 less STETNKEL (ERBEN WALKER, HALE, and ABBOTT)

PISDALE (DE)
Task Unit 58.5.6, Capbain TONEY
U.8.S. LACKAWANNA

Tmmediate Superior in Command, Commander Task Force 58, Rear
Admiral J. W, REEVES, Jr., U.3, Navy, in U.S.S. ENTERPRISE.
All unlts Task Group 58.5 present less Bathiv 7 and U.S. S
ALABAMA, U.S.3. bTERRETT, and .3.8., STACK,

21 dJanuary 1l9Li

Anchored as before, 0800 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved

the U.S.S5. SOUTH DAKQTA of Mllltary and Radar guard. 0810
Commenced receipt and transfer of emmunition details. 0830

TU.5.5. STACK and U.3.3. STERRETT stood in and anchored. 0850
U.3.8. ALABAMA stood in and anchored inberth assigned, 1503
Commenced fueling ship. 1710 Completed fueling ship, having
received 8,607 barrels of burnable fuel from the 3.5. PENNSYLVANIA
SUN. 2215 completed taking emmunition from U.S.3. RAINIER having

received the following: -

1,000 preojectiles, 57/38 caliber AA Mk. 35 Mod. 7 with
k. 32 fuse, lot "Unit",
500 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber A4, Mk. 30 Mod. 1.
277 Progectiles, 5%/38 caliber, AA, Mk. 28 base fuse.
336 charges, 5"/38 caliber, SPDN h93?.

22 January 1944

Anchored as before. 0050 Completed transfer of esmmuni-
tion to U,3.3, RAINIER, having transferred:

1,000 prdjectiles, 5n/38 caliber Mk. 30-5, with Mk. 32 fuse.
0800 U.5.5. INDIANA Eelieved U.5.9. MASSACHUSETTS of military
and redar guard. 0930 Received the following ammunition from
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the U.S.S. RAINIER: %

38 projectiles, 57/38 caliber Mk. 38 with base fuse.

1000 U,3.8. I0WA stood in and anchored in berth assigned. 1030
U.5.8. NEW JERSEY stood in and anchored in berth assigned,
U,5.5. LACKAWANNA stcod in and anchored in berth assigned. All .
units of Task Group now present. 1250 Completed receiving
ammunition from U.S.3. RAINIER, having recelived:
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92 projectiles, 5v/38 caliber As, Mk. 35-5 with Mk. 32 fuse,

9 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber S8, Mk. 30-7.
9,376 cartridges, LO MM service,

1315 Plane #01480, pllot Lieut. {(Jg) D. W. CASSEL, A-V{(N),
U.S5.N.R,, damaged main flecat in taking off. Instructed to
land in water in lee of Taleuka Island. Despatiched crash boat,
fully egquipped to stand by landing. PFPlane was beached on
landing Teleuke Island after normal landing, and secured.
All electronic equipment removed and plane turned over to
Commander Navel Base, Funafuti, for further salvage. 1850
Received on board Plane #01511 from U.S.S. IOWA as replace-~
ment for damaged plane,

23 Januvary 1944
Q800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat. At anchor, g° ué 5' 8. 8° 26.1' 3.
Long. Funafuti. 178° 50,41 E. 176° 58.,1' E,

Anchored as before., Q754 Underway from anchorage at
Funafuti Atoll, Ellice Island Group, in company with Task Group
58.5, conformlng to Commander Task Group 58.5 COperation Order
1-44 dated 22 January 1944, in compliance with Commander
Central Pacific Force Operation Plan CIN 1-44 and Commander
Task Force 58 Operatiom Order l-44. Ships in company as-
listed in Task Group organization entered in remsrks for
20 January 194iL. Officer in Tactical Command Rear Admiral
Li§, Jr., U,S. Navy, in U.S.8. WASHINGTON. 0829 Cleared
entrance channel through reef, secured from sirdefense gta-
tions, and set Condltion of Readiness Il~Sugar. Ship in
Material Readiness Zebra. 1015 Set Material Condition Yoks.
Formed erulsing disposition 3-Love, fleet gulde in U.3.S.
LACKAWANNA &t Tleet center, BatDiv BIGHT in station 4030 in
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golumn, order of ships U.S5.5, INDIANA, U.S5.S5. MASSACHUSETIS,
at standard distance 1,500 yards. Unit gulde U.S.5. INDTANA,
Fleet course 2859 (T) and fleet axis 300° {T). Set standard -
speed 15 knots, fleet steaming at 20 knots. 1212 Changed
standard speed and fleet speed to 16 knots. Commenced zig-
zagging in accordance with Plan 14. 1228 Set {ondition of
Readiness #3, engineering readiness #33, and aircraft readi-
ness #8. 1525 Carriers left station to launch and recover

- aireraft, using Baker method. 1537 Carrier flight operations
completed and resumed stations in formation. 1838 Sunset,
darkened ship. Set Condition of Readiness II. - Radars guard-
ing assigned sector in full sweeps. 1950 Ceased zig-zagging.
2000 Changed fleet ecourse to 3000 (7) and resumed zig-zagging
at 2010, _

24 January 194LL
080G Position 1200 Position 2000 Peosition

Lat, 6° 51,5t 5, - 60 22,9 3, 50 25,7 3,
Long., 174° 24.0' E, 1739 34.4" E. 171°. 56.0' ®.

Steanming as before, enroute to rendezvous with Commander -

Task Force 58. 0520 Went to Gemeral Quarters for dawn alert,
set Material Condition of Readiness Zebra. Exercised crew at
‘battle stations for training. 0620 Sunrise. Secured from
General Quarters and set Condition of Readinegs II-Supar and
Material Readiness Yoke. Assumed aircrafi rescue duty., 0620
U.S8.3. CHESTER left formation as a result of an englneering
casualty, escorted by U.S.S. ABBOT, ComCruDiv FIVE, Rear
Admiral SMALL, shifted his flag to U.3.5. SALT LAXE CITY.
U.S.5. CHESTER proceeded to Funafutli for repairs. Carriers
mainteined anti-submarine patrols from sunrise to sunset,
Radar guard assignments: BatDiv 7 000° to 220° {T)}; BatDiv 9
000° to 1L0° {(T); BatDiv 8 140° to 2200 (7)., 1655 Surface
radar contact besring 105° (T}, 25,000 yards, identified as
friendly. 1750 Ceased zig-zaggling and resumed base course,
1850 Sunset, Set Condition of Keadiness II., 3Secured Ifrom
aircraft rescue duty. Placed planes in readiness #8. 1810
Resumed zig-zagglng in accordance with Plan #l4. 1950 Ceased
zig-zageing, 2000 Changed fleet course and axis to 320° (7).

2010 Resumed zlig-zagging with Flen #14. 2350 Ceased zig-zagging_

and resumsd base course.

(13}

SERE
s LR
; §§if
i < &1



www.tinyurl.com/slover

BB59/A12-1/416-3/ U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS 60,/ ahc
CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

25 Jenuary 194k

Q800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat. 32 310.6' 8. 20 30,1' 8. . 10 17,713,
Long. 171° 54.2' E, 1710 52,2' E, 1710 45,1t R,

Steaming as before, enroute to rendezvous with Commander
' Task Force 58, 0000 Changed course right to 025° (7} and _
- resumed zig-zaggl at 0010, 0510 U.5.5, INDIANA reported radar
‘contact at 020° {T), distance 22 miles. 0536 Went to General
Quarterg for dawn aslert. ©Set Materisl Condition Zebra. Carriers
launched anti-submarine search patrols. 0638 Secursd from.
General Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and
Material Readiness Yoke. At 0638 the Officer in Tactical
Command directed units to proceed in accordance with previous
Instructions to effect rendezvous with Tasgk Force 58. Task
Group 58.5 diggolved to form Task Force 58, divided into foupr
Carrier Task Groups 58.1, 58.2, 58.3 and 58.A. Crubiv 5 to
form Task Unit 56.15 and operate under the tactical command
of Commander Task Force 58 in the U.3.3. YORKTOWN.

U.3.5. WASHINGTON formed column astern U.S5.3. MASSACHUSETTS,
ships in column from van to rear, U.3.3. INDIANA, U,S.8. MASSA-
CHUSHETTS, and U.S.5. WASHINGTON. U.S5.5. SALT LAKE CITY end
U.5.3. PENSACCLA formed on port and starboard bow of U.S5.8.

INDIANA with four DD's ahead as anti-submarine screen. Making
various courses and speeds to effect rendezvous with Commander
Task Group 58.1. 0735 Radar contact, surface, bearing 050° {T),
distance 43,000 yards and identified as friendly. 0823 Completed
rendezvous with Task Group 58,1 and formed special fueling
dispesition 5-Fox, ecarriers zig-zagging independently 2,000

yards astern of fueling units, battleships gig-zagging independ-
ently 1,000 yards astern of fueling units. Carriers and degstroyers
fueling from the U.S5.5. CIMARRON and U.S5.8. ASTUBULA throughout the
daylight hours. Carriers In the zig-zag line maintaining alr
anti-submarine patrols. .

Carriers launched towing planes with radar sleeve targets
for target practice, ships in succession dropping astern of
disposition for {training runs. 1037 Made various courses and
speeds to get into position astern of disposition for machine .
gun and A4 battery training runs. 1243 Commenced firing with |
- anti-aiprcraft batteries and completed firing at 1321, expending
the following ammunition for training:

(14}
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154, cartridges, 40 MM AL Mk, 1, service.

29 porjectiles, 5"/38 caliber AA Common, Mk. 31-10 T
18 charges, 5 "/38 caliber SPDN 2868. T T
3 charges, 5"/38 caliber SPDN 3024, :

‘8 charges, 5"/38 caliber SPDN 4115.

Upon completion of firing, resumed station in battleship zig-
zeg line 1n disposition 5-Fox,

- 1911 Yormed Task Group 58.1 in cruising disposition 5-
Roger on base course and axis 0000 (T} at standard speed 16
knota and stesming at standard speed. U.S5.S5. MASSACHUSETTS
station unit in station 3180. V.5.8. CIMARRON and U.S.S.
ASTUBULA directed to proceed as previously instructed as ell
ships of Task Group completed fueling.

Task Group orgainzation as follows:

Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.1.5}, Resr Admiral J. W. REEVES, Jr.
U.5.3, ENTERPRISE (F), Alr Group Ten
U.5.8. YORETOWN (FF), Alr Group Five
U.5.5. BELLEAU WOOD, Air Group Twenty-Four.

Support Unit {Tesk Unit 58.1.3), Rear Admiral W. A, LEE, Jr.
U.b.s. WASHINGTON {(F}) .
UcSoSd MASSACHUSETTS

Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.i.4), Captain X, W. PHILLIPS.
U.8,8. OAKLAND

S. C. K. BRON3ON
lSI COTTm

3. DORTCH

.8, GATLING
U.S.5. COGSWELL
U.5.8. CAPERTON
U.5.5. INGERSOL
U.5.8. KNAPP

Officer in Tactlcal Command is Rear Admirel J. W. REEVES Jr.,
U,8. Navy, in U.3.S. ENTERPRISE and Rear Admiral M. A,
MITSCHER, U.S. Ravy, in U.3.3. YCRKTOWN Immediate Superior in

Command.
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2000 Changed course to 0900 (T). 201k Commenced zig- e

zagging in accordance with Plan #6. 2101 Ceased zig-zag.
2119 ;ganged course to 1800 (7). 2132 Resumed zig-zag using
Plan ¥6, :

_ 26 Januwary 1944
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat, 39 50.3' S. 30 18,6¢ s; 20 38.1' S,
‘Long. 172° 06.8' E. 171° 52,7t H. 17292 07.3' E,

Steaming &s before in company with Task Group 58.1 enroute
to area of operations for FLINGLOCK. 0535 Went to Genersl
guarters for dawn alert., Set Materiesl Readiness Zebrs. Carriers
launched planes and maintained an antisgubmarine patrol through-
out the day. 0617 One aircraft placed in readiness 11, for
aircraft rescue duty. 0637 Secured from General Quarters,
and set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and set Material Readi~
ness Yoke, 0705 Made radar contact with Task Group 50.1.5,
distance 20 mlileg. 0829 Ceased zig-zag and resumed base course.
0832 Changed course to 270° (T). 0852 Changed course to
000% {T). 0927 Commenced zig-zag using Plun #7. 0956 Com~
menced making various courses and speeds to conduet machine
gun practice at towed sleeve. 1028 Commenced machine gun
practice, 1105 Completed machine gun practice, expending the
following ammunition for training:

1033 ecartridges, 40 MM, Mk, 1, service,
1832 cartridges, 20 MM.
1220 cartridges, 20 MM A.E, 612.H,E.T.I

1414 Ceased zig-zag. 1452 U.8.5. KNAPP reported sound contact -

to port of diasposition. Set Emergency Material Condition Zebre.
0.7.C. maneuversd formation clear of area by emergency turans,
U.5.8. GATLING left formation to assist in attack on submarine.
U.8.S., KNAPP reported contact to be 50% possibility. 1501

Set course 090° (7). 1516 Commenced zig-zag using Plan #7.

1529 U.S.5. COGSWELL came alongside starboard guarter angd
transferred officer messenger mail., 1540 Set Material Readiness
Yoke. 1630 Ceased zig-zag and resumed base eourse. 1639 U.S.8.
KNAPP and U.S.3. GATLING rejoined disposition. 1708 Changed course

# . . | _ | {16) | . ]L9
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to 2060 (7). 1734 Commenced zig-zag using Plan #4. 1843 ..

Ceased zig-zag. 1845 Changed fleet course and axis to 344° (T).
1852 Suynset. Set Condition of Readlness II. Secured from FPlane
Reseue Duty. 1854 Commenced zig-zagging using Pisn #7.

27 Jenuary 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pogition

0° 05.9* N, 0% 47.0% N, 20 03.4' N,
1719 11.4' E, 170° 03,7 E,  169° 01.3* E.

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1 enroute
to area of opemations for FLINTLOCK. . 0234 U.S.S. BRONSON
reported sound contact bearing 035° (T), distance 1,500 yards.
U.8.83. GATLING left station in screen to assist. 0237 Emer-
genecy ships left to course 274° (T). Increased gpeed to 21
knots. Q248 U,5.5. BRONSON reported contact false, too fast
for submerged submarine. 0252 Changed course to 0040 (7).

0304 U.8.5. BRONSON and U.3.5. GATLING ordered to resume
stations in disposition., 0308 Changed course to 344° (T).

0313 Commenced zig-zag using Plan #7. 0544 Went to General
Quarters for dawn aleri. Set Material Readiness Zebra.
Carriers launched an anti-submarine patrol and maintained them
throughout the daylight hours, 0653 Sunrise. Secured from
General Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and
set Materiel Readiness Yoke. 0749 Ceased zigzag. 0800 Changed
fleet course and axis to 3100 {T). From 1300 to 1512 carrier-
based planes made simulated torpedo attacks on disposition.
1357 Formed cruising digpesition 5-Vigtor, U.S5.3. MASSACHUSETIS
in station 3.5170. Made various tourses and speeds in conformance
with signals from 0.T.C. to avoid three simuleted torpedo
attacks. Upon completion of exercise set course 330° {7T),
speed 18 knots. 1645 Changed course to 307° (T). 1653 Com~
menced zig-zageing using Plan #7. 1857 Sunset. Darkened ship.
Set Condition of Readiness II. 1920 Commenced test of smoke
generators. 1930 Completed test of smoke generators, test
satisfactory. -

28 January 1944

Q800 Positlion 1200 FPosition " 2000 Position

Lat.l 30 51.8' N, 40'08}8' N. 60 02.8' N.
Long. 166° 51.2*' E, = 167° 23.7' B. 1670 58.5" E.
@ {17)
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Steaming as before in company with Task'Groué 58,1 '§§;
enroute to "Point Buick"” end theatre of operations for FLINT- “w§§w

LOCK, 0508 Radar conthct on bogey bearing 1200 (T), distance - <ww. tob

8 miles. 0515 Radar contact on bogey bearing 343 (T), dis-
tance 9 miles. 0534 Went to Alr Defenss stationg., All bogles
went into fade., 0619 Changed course to 025° {T) and U.3.S.
ENTERPRISE launched night fighters., 0708 Sunrise., All radar
screens clear, Secured from air defense stations and set
Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke,

Set fueling course 045° (T} at fueling speéd 10 knots, fueling
destroyers in disposition 5-Roger. 0723 U.5.5., KNAPP came '
alongside port side to fuel. 0736 U.S.S. HEALEY came alongside
gtarboard side to fuel. 0740 Commenced pumping to U.S.5. KNAPP
using two hoses. 0745 Commenced pumping to U.5.5. HEALEY
using two hoses. 0830 Stopped pumping on forward hose to
U.3.8. KNAPP. 0850 Stopped pumpling on sfter hose to U.3.S.
HEALEY. 0854 Ceased pumping on after hose to U.5.85. KNAPP,
0859 U.S.S. KNAPP cleared port side, having received 4,169
gallons of burnable fuel at 60C F. 0859 Submarine reported

by aircraft to have been sighted 2 miles ahead of disposition,
0903 Ceased pumping on forward hose to U.5.8. HEALEY, 0905
Executed emergency ships right 90°, Commenced swinging slowly
right with U.S.S. HBALEY alongside. 0907 U.3.5. HEALEY cleared
starboard side, having received 49,311 gallons of burnable

fuel at 609 ¥, Increased rudder and steady on course 1359 {(T).
0928 Chenged gpeed to 23 knots to clear area of gubmarine =~
sighting., U.5.5. ENTERPRISE designated gulde. Planeg in the
air would not ackunowledge reporting contact or amplify the
report. 0933 Changed speed to 18 knots. 0938 Ships left

to course 050° {T), 0945 U.S.S. COGSWHLL ordered to rejoin
disposition after two hour search for submerine. 1013 Changed
speed to 10 knots to resume fueling of destroyers. 1021

U.5.8. COGSWELL ordered to rejoin, HNo contacts mgde, 1027
U.S.5. HALE came alongside to port to fuel, 1043 Commenced
pumping fuel t0 U.S5.3. HALE. 1127 Completed pumping fuel to
U.8.5, HALE, having delivered 50,350 galions of burnable fuel
at 60% F, 1123 U.S.S. HALE cleared port side. 1155 U.3.3.
ERBEN came alongside to port to fuel. 1243 Completed fueling
U.5.8. ERBEN, having delivered 40,000 gallons of burnable

fuel at 60° F, 1254 U.S.S. ERBEN cleared port side. Fueling
of all destroyers completed by the batileships. 1314 Changed
fleet course and axis to 0000 (T). Changed speed to 20 knots.
1329 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan #6. 1746 U.S.S. ABBOTT
‘reported sound contact on port quarter of disposition., Delivered
depth charge attack to keep submarine down until disposition
cleared the area. 1840 Changed fleet course and axis to 0500 (T},
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Proceeding from Point Buick to Point FPontiac. 1851 Changed
fleet course and axis to 0600 (T}, Set standard speed at 20
knots, steaming at 20 knots. 1859 Sunset, Darkened ship.

Went to alr defense stations for dusk stand-to. Set Material
Readiness Zebra., 1949 Secured from sair defense stations

aend get Condlition of Readiness II. Set listerial Readiness

Yoke. 2050 U.8.S. GATLING reported sound contact bvearing

3500 {T), 1200 yards. 2053 Emergency ships left to 0200 (T).
Increased speed to 25 knots. BSeb emergency Zebra below gecond
deck. 2110 3Bcund contact doubtful. U.S.S. GATLING ordered to
rejoin disposition., 2115 Ships right to 060° (T). Changed
speed to 20 knots. 2120 Set Material Readiness Yoke. 2134
Commenced zig-zag using Plan #7. 2150 U,8.5. INDIANA reported
bogey bearing 298° (7), distance 50 miles, identified by 0.T.C.
as friendly search patrol plane. 2256 U.S.S8. YORKTOWN reported
bogey bearing 100° (T}, distence 85 miles, identified as friendly
gearch plsne by 0. T.G. 2345 U.S.8. GATLING on station in

screen.

29 January 19LL
0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Position

Lat. 20 52.0' N. g0 20.1' N.  7° 52.9% N.
Long. 170° 28.5' B. 1700 37.2' E.  170° 15.0" E.

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1
enroute to vicinity Point Pontiac to meke dawn alr strike
on Taroa Island Alr Bsse in Marshall Island group in dccord-
ance with Com@nPac Operation Plan Cen. l-L4L. 0500 Went to
General Quarters for dawn alert. Set Materlal Readiness
Zebra. Cerriers launched aireraft for dawn strike, combat
air patrol, end aeir anti-submarine patrol. 0658 Secured from
General Quarters, and set Condition of Resdiness I-~Easy. Made
various courses and speeds throughout the day to conform to
the movements of the carriers in launching end recovering five
strikes againgt Terca Alr Base, launching and recovery of Combat -
Air Patrols and anti-submarine patrols. Mission of this ship
as a support unit was the protection of the carriers agesinst
air and surface raiders. 1031 Securéd from Condition of Readi-~
ness I-Basy and set Condition of Readiness II-Able. Set Materisl
Readiness Zebra below the second deck. Commander Task Unit
50,15 directed to proceed on duty assigned, bombardment of
Taroa and Wotje air bases following alr strikes, 1350 Tegted
machine guns in aircraft, expending 250 rounds of.30 caliber
somunition. 1751 U:8.5. BELLEAU WOOD reported bombers bearing

® (19}
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3300 (7). This flight of planes was tracked by Combat and reporte
friendly, and identified by airdefense visually as Mitchell

bombers f

gsetting Material Readiness Zebra. About 1756 destroyers opened
fire on friendly Mitchell bombers and about 3 to 4 Hellcat
fighters made several passes at the formation., Officer in
Tactical Command ordered "Cease firing -~ friendly planesg”

but before complied with, one plane was hit and observed to
erash at 1756, U.S.S. GATLING was ordered to pick up any
survivors. 1757 Becured from air defense and set Condition

of Readiness II-Able and Material Reamdiness Yoke, 1818
U.3.85. GATLING recovered five survivors from the craghed
Mitchell bomber, one man reported lost. At 1826 the carriers
commenced recovery of all aircraft., 1845 Sunset. Darkened
ship. Went tc alr defense stations for dugk alert. Set
Material Condition Zebra. 1906 Completed recovery of aircraft.
Set course 230° (T) for area of operations for D -1 day opera-
tions for FLINTLOCK Cperations, 1946 Secured from air defense
stations and set Condition of Readiness II. 3Set Material
Readiness Yoke., 2351 Changed course to 2559 {T).

30 January 194

0800 Position 1200 Positlon 2000 P.sition

Lat. 82 00.3' N, 80 48.1' N, 80 28,5' N.
Long. 167° 37.4* B. 1670 59.2' B.  168° 23.9' E.

Steaning as before in company with Task Group 58.1
enroute to area to make dawn alr gtrike on Kwajelein Island
of the Kwajalein Atoll followed by surfece bombardment by
the bombardment group in aceordance with ComTaskFor 52 secret
gerial 0027 of L January 19k4. 0608 Went to General Quarters
for dawn alert, Set Material Readiness Zebra, Carriers leunched
air strike, combat patrol, end anti-submarine patrol aircraft.
0708 Secured from Generedl Quearters and set Condition of Readi-
nesg [I-Able and Materisl Readiness Yeoke. 0750 Officer in
Tadtical Command directed Bombardment group to proceed on duty
assigned. Bombardment Unit 58.1.3 plus U.8.5. INGERSOLL,
U.S.3. CGAPERTON, U.S.5. COGSWELL, and U.S.S. KNAPP as anti-
submarine screen left formation and formed column with
destroyers in apeclal anti-submarine screen #1 and set course for
initial peint for bombardment in agcordance with Commender

{20)

B-25's)., 1751 Sounded air defense gstations. Completed ~ = ™%
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Tagk Unit 58.1.3 Bombardment Plan secret serial 004 of'January *gé |
- Ag

22, 1944, and Commanding Officer's Bombardment FPlan no. 1l-4i4

hour for Phase I -~ 1015; X-ray hour for Phase II -~ 1200. Ailr
strike delivered by cearrier based alreraft between Phases 1 and
II, 1015 Commenced bombardment of Kwajalein Island and completed
bombhardément at 1h57. TFor detalled report see Commanding Officerts
gecret aetion report, BB59/Al6~3/49, serial 004, of 10 February
1944 . The following ammunition was expended agsinst Kwajalein
Island and other assigned target:aress: _

362 projectiles, 16"/4L5 caliber H.C., Mk. 13-l.
362 charges, 16"/L5 celiber:
6 SPD 3633 {2300 fs)
142 SPD 3942 (1900 fs)
132 SPDW L4815 (1900 rg})-
82 SPD 5402 {1900 fa)
1,902 projectiles, 5"/38 caeliber AA Common Mk, 28 with B.D.F.
1,904 charges, 5%"/38 caliber:
, 1,002 SPDN 2868
459 SPDN 3024
246 SPDN 4115
197 SPDN 4937 _
32 cartridges, LO MM AA Mk. 1 Service
L, bombs, 325 lbs., Mk. 117-2.

1717 Bendezvoused with Commander Task Group 58.1 and formed
eruising disposition 5-Roger on fleet course and axis 0600 (T),
U.5.5. ENTERPRISE gulde at center. U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS in
station 3180 at standard speed 1G knots, steaming at standard
speed., Task Group remaining in area to deliver air strike at
dawn On Kwajalein and to provide air support to assault forces
on D-day. 1850 Went to sir defense stations for dusk alert.
Set Materisl Readiness Zebra. 1953 Secured from air defense
stations and set Conditvion of Readiness II-Able snd Material
Readiness Yoke. 2230 Set Condition of Rgpadiness II,

31 January 19k,
0800 Position 1200 Position - 2000 Position

Lat. 8° 30.8' N. 89 32.0' N, 70 45.9' H,
Long., 166° 50.5' B, = 1679 13.5' E. 167° 19.8' E,

: ' Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1, re-
maining in area southwest of Kwajalein Island during the

80 928/33 |
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| Sy,
night, Carriers to deliver an air bombardment at dawn in supportc“:wwﬁs'_

of agseult forces landing at dawn on adjscent islands to wegt~
ward of Kwajalein Island in the Kwajalein Atoll. Cgrriers to
supply air support o landing, This ship part of support unit
for carriers. 0546 Carriers launched aircraft for dawn strike,
combat air patrol, and antipsubmarine patrol air patrols. 0612
Went to General Quarters for deswn stand alert., Set Materlal
Readiness Zebra. 0712 Sunrise. Secured from General Quarters
and get Condition of Readiness II-Able and Materisl Readiness
Yoke. During the daylight hours conformed to movements ordered
by Officer in Tegctical Commsnd te carry out extengive launching
and recovery of alrcraft 1n support of landing operations.

1855 Sunset, Went to alr defense stations for dusk alert.
Darkened ship, Set Material Condition Zebra. 1951 Secured
from alr defense statlons and set Material Condition Yoke.

Made preparstions for night fueling of destroyers on course
090° {T) at fueling speed of 9 Knots. 2137 U.S.S. GATLING

came slongside to starboard for fueling operations, 2208
Commenced pumping fuel to the U,3.3. GATLING. 2329 Completed
fueling the U.5.8. GATLING., 2337 U.S.S. GATLING cleared star-
board side, having received 86,487 gallons of burnable fuel
oil at 60° F. Prepared tc receive second destroyer alongside

for fueling,

Submitted:

Appfoved: o “ Jzﬁgpﬁa{fﬂ
W
T. D. RUBDOCK,

Captain, V.S, Navy,
Commanding.

Commander, U.3. Navy,
Navigator.
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1 February L9k S | %h
080C_Position 1200 Position 2000 Position . T
Let. 80 11.7' N. g% 22.0' N. 89 34L.1' N, |
Long. 166° 59.2° E. 166° 43.3' E. 167° 03.8' E.
Steaming in company with Task Group 58.1, organzzed as
follows
Carrier Tagk Group One _
Carrier Unit {Task Unit 58.1;5), Rear Admiral J. W. REEVES, Jr.,
. U.5. Navy. . ' '
U.5.8. ENTERPRISE (F), Alr Group Ten
U.5.5. YORKTOWN {FF), Alr Group Five S .
U.S.S. BELLEAU WOOD, Air Group Twenty-four. = . N
Support Unit (Task Unit 58.1.3), kKear Admirsl W. A. LEE, Jr., b
U.So Navy: \(j -
L
U.5.8. WASHINGTON {F) : . i
U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS :
Soreeniﬂg Unit (58.1.4), Gaptain K. W. PEILLIPS, U.S. Navy. k
U. b.b. OAKL.{-ND . ;-
UQS.S. DORTCH : . . . :
V.3.5. GATLING
T.8.5. BEALEY
TV.8.8. COGSWELL
Y.5.5. CAFPERTON
U.3.8.. INGERSOLL
U.3.3. KWAFP

Officer in Tactical Commend: Rear Admirael 4. W. REEVES, Jr.,
-U.8. Navy, in U.5,.3. ENTERPRISE, and Rear Admiral M. A.
MITSCHER, U.S. Navy, in U.S.8. YORKTOWN, immediate superior

in ecommand and Commender Task Ferce 58, This task group

operating in accordance with Commander Task Group 58.1 Operation
" Order 1ls4) and Commander Tagk Force 58 Operation Order 1-44,

in support of Commander Central Pacific Force Operation Plan
CEN 1~-4k, known as ELINTLOOK.
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Tagk Group 58.1 steaming in the ares gsouthwest of
Kwajalein Island, Kwajalein Atoll, of the Marshall Island group,
in support of assault forces who have landed on islands to
westward of Kwajalein Islangd in preparation for lendihg on
Xwajalein Island this day, to sieze and occupy the air field
‘there and establish a forward bage for further operations against
-the Empire of Japan,

This group has been fueling destroyers during the moonlight,

since securing from the dusk alert period, on fueling course 090°¢
{T} at fueling speed of 9 knots.

The task group is formed in crulsing disposition 5-Roger
with the axis 0609 (T}, the guide in U.S5.5. WASHINGTON in station
3060. TU.S.35. MASSACHUSETTS in station 3180. 3hip is in Condition
0f Readiness II and Materlisl Condition Yoke. Radar Silence ITT
in effect. : '

0005 U.3.5. KNAFP coming alongside to starboard for fueling
operations, O©050 Commenced pumping fuel to U.3.5. KNAPP through
the forward hose., 0056 Commenced pumping in the after hose,

0214 Completed fueling U.3.3. KNAPP, Cledared all fuel hoges
and lines. U.S.3.KNAPP cleared side, having received 78,532
gallons of fuel at 60° F, All fueling operations completed.
Guilde shifted to U.3.35. ENTERFRISE at fleet center. Changed
speed to standard speed, 19 knots. :

0418 U.S8.53. INDIANA commenced lésving formation 0 carry
ocut fueling operations not completed during moonlight, accompanied
by U.S.3. HEALEY, U,5.3, COTTEN, &nd U.3.35. CAPERTON, needing fusel,
0429 Observed a 1ight bearing 1000 (T) which was in the'vicinity
of the collision between the U.5.3. INDIANA snd U,.3.5. WASHINGTON,
0432 U.5.35. WASHINGTON reported she was in difficulty. OAL35
U.3.8. WASHINGTON reported man overboard, lincrease to two at
10515, Q455 U,5.3. INDIANA reported damamge to starboard quarter
but seaworthy. Damage extensive, U.3S.8. WASHINGTON and U.S.S5.
INDIANSA left formation proceeding with escortg for Mekin, 0612
Went to General Qusrters for dawn alert, Sei Material Condition
Zebra.  Carriers commenced air operetions in support of landing
by assault forces on Kwajalein Islsnd, Carriers maintained combat
air and anti-submarine patrol throughout the day. 0712 Sunrise.
Secured from Genersl Quarters and set Conditicon of Readiness II-
Able and Materiasl Readiness Yoke. 1248 U.3.S. MASSACHUSETTS
assigned station 3000 in crulsing disposition 5-Roger. 1610
Observed own alreraft straffing and bombing at 059° {T), hull
down over the horizom. 1739 Changed statlion in formation to
3180 1852 vwent to alr defense stations for dusk alert, Jet
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Material Condition Zebra. Dbarkened ship. 1957 Secured from
alr defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II and
Material Condition Yoke,
2 February 1944 \
0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Positicn

Lat. g0 42,71 K. 80 34.3' N, 80 4,7.9% N,
Long. 166° 25.0' E. 166° 59,0 E, 166° 47.5' E,

Steaming =s before in company with Task Group 58.1 less
U.5.5. INDIANA, U.3.95. WASHINGTON, U,S.5. COTTEN, U.3.S. CAPERTON,
and U.5.5, HEALEY in support of southern asssult forces landing
on Kwejalein Igsland. Operating in ares to southwest of the
island. 0317 Emergency ship's left 9C degrees to avold sudb-
marine contact reported by U.S.3. BRONSON and sttack with depth
charges by that destroyer. 0322 Ships right 90 degrees. 0322
U.3.3. BRONSON ordered to rejoin disposition. 0614 Went to
General Quarters for dewn alert. Set Material Readlness Zebra.
Carriers launched aircreft for support operations, combat air
patrol, end enti-shbmarine patrol, and maintained them through-
cut the daylight hours. 0714 Sunrise. Secured from General
Quarterg and set Condition of Headiness Il-asble. 3Set Material
Readiness Yoke. 1007 Life raft sighted bearing 310° (T), dis-
tance 10 miles, U.S,.3, KNAPP ordered to investigate and picked
up three Japaness and made them prlsoners of war. 1036 Made
sufface contact by radar bearing 3449 (T), distance 40,000
yards, belleved to be U.3.5. NORTH CAROLIN& and escorta ordered
to join Task Group 58.1 from Task Group 58.2. Identified as
U.3,5. NORTH CAROLINA, U.S.3. STACK, and U.S5.3. STERRETT at

1105, 1250 U,.3.3. NORTH CAROLINA and escorts joined formation and

cruising disposition 5-Foger modified in that stations assigned
battleships changed to following: U.LS.S. HASSACHUSETTS 3060
and U,5.3, NORTH CARCLINA 3300. ~Captain T. D. RUDDOCK, U.S.
Navy, in U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS assumed command of Task Unit
58.1.3. 1858 Went Vto air defense stations for dusk alert. Set
Material Condition Zebra. Derkened ship. 2004 Secured from
alr defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II, Set
Material Readiness Yoke. :

3 Februasry 1944
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat. 8% 27.2* N.. 8% 39.4' N. 8% 27.4" W,
Long. 166° 55.,3' E, 166° 58,91 R, 168° 06.7' E.
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Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58,1 (revised)
in support cof southern assault forces landing and cccupying
Ewgjalein &toll, operating to the scuthwest of that atolli. 0612
Went to General Quarters for Gawn alert. 3et Material Readiness
Zebra, Carriers commenced launching aireraft for support of
landing forces, combat air patrol, and anti-submarine patrol and
maintained them throughout the daylight hours. 0712 Sunrise,
Seclired from General Quarters and set Condition of Readliness Ii-
Able and Material HReadiness Yoke. 1531 U.S5.S. INGERSCLL reported
sound contact on submarine and delivered depth charge.sttack at
1558 after trainilg submarine through disposition, passing under
the U.3.5., ENTERPRISE. 3Set Materizl Condition Zebrz below second
deck during anti-submarine operations by U.3.5. INGER30LL, and set
Yoke at 1630. 1501 U.3.S., OAKLAND reported submarine contact bear-
ing 190° (T), distance 1,000 yards. 1804 Emergency ships left 90
degrees to clear area and changed speed to 22 knots., 3et Material
Condition Zebra below the second deck., 1806 Changed speed to 24
knots. 1817 Ships right to 130° (T} and changed speed to standard
speed, 1% knots, being clear of submarine contact area. 1859 Went to
Alr Defense stations for dusk alert. Set Material Condition Zebra.
1656 Secured from sir Defense stations and set Condition of Rezdiness
II and Materiml Readiness Ycke. Commander fLssault Forces released
Commander Task Group 58.1 as air support no lenger required. Com-
menced retirement to Majuro Igland, Marshall Islend group, in accord-

=Ze8133

gl
..."/ -_ ’

fg =]
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ange with despatch orders received from Commander Central Pacific Force. -

L Tebruary 1944

0800 Position 1200 Posgition 2000 Posgltion

Lat, 79 1.4 N. A%t anchor.
Long. 170° 56.6' E. :

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1, enroute
to Majuro Island, Marshall Islands. 0555 Went to General G rters
for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. Carriers launched
ocombat alr and anti-submarine patrole and meintained the patrols
uwptil relieved by battleship aircraft. (653 Secured from General -
guarters and set Uondition of Resdiness 1l-Suger snd Material
Readiness Yoke. Sighted Majuro Island dead ahead, distance twelve
miles. Sighted Task Group 58.2 and 58.3 and two groups of tankers

(26)
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entering Majurc Island Lagoon. 1225 Catapulted 5oth planes to
relieve carrier planes of anti-submarine patrol. OCfficer in

Tactical Command directed ail units to enter port as previously -

directed. Order of entry: crulser, carriers, battleships, and
destroyers. 1523 Went to iAir Defense stations for entry into
port. 1542 Pessed entrance buoys abeam, Lo port and starboard.
1702 Anchored in Berth 4-24, Majuro Atoll, Marshaell Islands.
Set the Port Wer Watch and ship placed in readiness for getting
underway on & hours notice. 1812 U.3.S5. NE(OSHC came alongside
to starboard and commenced fueling operations, 2145 Completed
receiving fuel, hsaving received $70,246 gallons of burnable fuel
at 60° P, 2055 et Condition of Readlﬂess II-4ble. :

5 February 1944

Anchored as before., (0305 Unidentified aircraft reporteé
bearing 280° (T), distance 28 miles and identified as friendly
at 0335, 1426 Exchanged aircraft with U.3.5. WASHINGTON, trang-
ferring aircraft 0S2U-1, Bu. no, CL481 and receiving 0320-3, Bu.
no., 5286. 1512 Commander Battleship Division EIGHT, Rear Admiral
Glenn B, DAVIS3, U.S. Navy, came on board with his staff and
heisted his flag in the U,S.3. MASSACHUSETTS. Ship conducting
routine upkeep and repair and maintenence of machinery and
equipment and training of personnel insofar as security measures
permit.

" 6 February 1944

' Anchored as before. U.3.3. YORKTOWN has the Radar Guard,
ComBatPac in U.5.3. WASHINGTON S0PA, 1215 SO0FA In U.3.3. WASHINGTON
crdered "Condition Red". Went to Alr Defense stetions, Commenced
all preparations for getting underway. Setl Material Readiness
Zebra. 1315 S0PA ordered "Condition Gresn". A4ircraft reported
as enemy identified as friendly. Set Condition of Readiness Ii-~
Able and ship placed in readiness to get underway on one hours

~notice. Sscured from Materlal Keadiness Zebra and set Materiel
Readiness Yoke. 1407 Recelved ammunition lighter alongside
starboard gquarter and coummenced transfer of ammunition, ComBatPac
{SOPA) shifted hig flag from the U.3.3. WASHINGTON to U.S.S.

NORTH CARCLINA. 2145 Reported unidentified aircraft bearing
184,° (7)), distance 20 miles., 2150 Unidentified aircraft faded
from screen. 2203 Completed transfer and receipt of ammunition.

- Recelved the follow1ng.

S 1,211 projectiles, 5%/38 caliber AA Common, Mk. 32 fuze,
leot *Vietor".

s ' {27)
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Trensferred:

1,211 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber AA Common, Wk. 32 fuzss,
. lot "Queen", :
724 tanks, 167"/35 caliver Mk. 3. .

1,933 tanks, 5%/38 caliber Mk. 6-19, Mk. 9.

75 tanks 4O MM. with cartridge cases.
6 boxes 20 MM empty cartridges.

7 February 1944

Anchored as before. U,S5.S5. YORKTOWN has the radar guard.
ComBatPac in U.3.35. NCORTH CARCLINA 3S0PA. 1245 U.S.8. CIMARRON
came alongside to starboard and commenced receiving fuel at 1310,
At 1448 completed fueling, having received 180,806 gallions of fuel
at 60%¥ F. 1512 U.S.S. CIMARRON clesred starboard side. 1545
UiS.5., RAINIER came alongside to starboard and commenced transfer
of mmmunition. 1727 Completed transfer of smmunition, having
received the following:

31 projectiles, 16"/45 caliber H.C., Mk. 13 Mod. 1.
9 charges, 16"/L5 calibver (1900 fa), SPD 3942.
"~ 6 charges, 16"/L5 calibver (2300 fs), SPD 3633,
18,000 cartridges, 20 MM, incendiary.

1738 U.5.S. RAINIER cleared sterboard side.
g February 1944

Ahchored as before. 30FA administration duties and Command,
Rear Admirael JONES, U.3. Navy, in U.3.S. WASHINGTON. ComBatPac
in U.3.3. NORTH CAROLINA SCPA, U.S.S3. SOUTH DARKOTA has the radar
guard. 1200 U.3.5. IOWA relieved U.8.35. S0UTH DAXOTA as pradar

‘guardship.
9 February 1944 -

Anchored as before. 1200 U.S.5. WASSACHUSETES relieved
T.5.5. IOWA as the radar guardship. 2102 U.3.5. BORTH CAROLINA
reported two unidentified alireraft bearing 030° (7T}, distance
50 miles, and 1200 (T), distance 52 miles, respectively. 2114
U.3.3. MASSACHUSETTS reported unidentified aireraft bearing 074°
{T}, distance 4O miles. 2120 All unidentified sircraft identified
ag friendly, 2230 U.,S.3. MASSACHUSETTS reported unldentified
aireraft bearing 021° (7T}, distance 69 miles. 2235 U.S.3. NORTH

SO (28)
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CAROLIN& reported unidentified aircraft bearing 0629 {T),_distance
39 miles. 2252 All aircraft identified as friendly.

10 February 1944

Anchored as vpefore. S0FA Administrative ComTaskFerce 57,
SubCommand, in U.3,5. WASHINGTON. ComCenPac in U.3.5, INDIANAPOLIS
SOPA. 1220 U.3.5. HLABAMA relieved U.5.3, MASSACHUSETTS as radar
guardship., 1930 U.3.3. INDIANAPOLIS underway and stood out to sea,
ComBatPac in U.S.5. FORTH CARCLINA4 now 30PA, 2131 "Condition Red"
set by SCPA. Went to Air Defense stations. 2134 Set "Condition
Green™ received from 30PA., Secured from Alr Defense stations and
gset Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke.

11 February 1944

Anchored as before. 0730 U,S5.3. MASSACHUSETTS relieved the
U.5.8. ALABAMA as radar guardship., 0855 U.3.5. ALABAMA relieved
the U.S.3. MASSACHUSETIS as radar guardship. 2107 Unidentified
aircraft reported bearing 217° (T), distance 81 miles and reported
friendly at 2112, '

12 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
Lat. At anchor. At anchor. 70 L4 4 W,
Long. ‘ ' 170 35,2' E.

Anchored as before. 1606 Underway from Majuro Harbor,
Marshall Island Group, in company with Truk Striking Force, con-
sigting of Tagk Force 50 and Task Force 58, in accordance with
Commander Centrel Pacific Force Operation FPlan no. L-44 of
9 February 1944, Serial 0070. Vice Admiral R. A. SPRUANCE,

U.S., Kavy, is in command of the Truk Striking Force {Task Force
50) in the U,3.3. NEW JERSEY. Task Force 58 consists of three
carrier Task Groups under the command of Rear Admiral M. A.
MITICHER, U.S5. Navy. The U.S5.3. MASSACHUSETIS is assigned to
Tagsk Group 58.3, commanded by Rear aAdmiral F. €. SHERMAN, U.S.
Navy, in the U.5.3. BUNKER HILL, and operating in accordance with
Commander Task Group 58.3 Cperation Plan no. 2~44 of 11 February
1944, Serial 0019. Task Group Crganization as follows:
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Pagk Unit 58.3.5 {Carriers), Rear Admiral F. C. SHERNMAN

BUNKER HILL “;7**x']
COWPENS "
MONTEREY :

Task Unit 58.3.1 (Battleships), Rear Admiral ¥, A, LEE, Jr.

Batbiv 7, Rear Admiral HUSTVEDT
IoWa (F)
NEW JERSEY (¥FF}

BatDiv 8, Rear Admirsl G. B. DAVIS
MASSACHUSETTS (F)
NORTH CAROLINA (FF}

BatDiv 9, Rear Admiral HANSON
SOUTH DAXOTA (F)
ALABAMA

Task Unit 58.3.2, Rear Admiral R, C, GIFFEN

MINNEAPOLILS
NEW ORLEANS

- Task Unit 58.3.4, Captelin ESPE

DesRon 46

TZARD (¥}
CHARRETTE
CONNER
BELL
BRADFORD
BURNS
BROWN
COWELL

DesDiv 15
LANG .
STERRETT (F)
WILSON

Imnediate superior in commend to TRUK Striking Force, Admiral
NIMITZ, U.5. Nevy, Commander~in-Chief, Pacific Fleet,

During sortie, made various courses and speeds to clear :
harbor and then zig~zagged independently, proceeding to station (Z;

K.
{30)
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in formation 5~Love-Sugar at Point Option, seaward end of swept
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channel., During soriie went to air defense stations. 3et Materialn;;ﬁg_'

Readiness Zebra. Alrcraft in Condition of Readiness 1ll. J¥ngineer-
ing Readiness for full power, 1712 Formed cruising dormation
5-Love-Sugar, U.3.3. MASSACHUSETTS in station 3.5150 ‘on fleet
course 305° (T) and axis 065° (T}, stendard speed 15 knots, steam-
ing at full speed, 20 knots. VU.35.3. BUNKER FILL guide 1n station
1.7000 bvearing O45° (T}, distance 5,100 yards. 3Secured from air
defenge stations and set Condition of Readiness Ii-Able, Set

Material Readiness Yoke. 1750 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 6,

Carriers maintaining anti-submarine patrol during daylight hours.
1848 Sumset. " Darkened ship. Set Condition of Readiness IT.
2000 Changed course to 340° (T), 2100 Changed course to 308° {T).

13 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 10° 07.8" N, 100 35,5' N, ' 109 50,7 N,
Long. 1679 19.3' E, 166° 4,8.7' E. 164° 41.3* E.

Steaming as before, 0410 U.3.3. BUNKER HILL reported
surface contact bearing 306° (T), distance 29 miles, later iden~
tified as friengly. 0608 Went to General Quarters for dawn
alert. Set Naterial Readiness Zebra. Carriers commenced launch-
ing sireraft for combat air and anti~submarine patrols, maintsined
throughout the deylight perliod. 0710 Secured from General
Quarters and set Conditicn of Headiness Il-Able, and Materisal
Readiness Yoke. 0754 Commenced making various courses and speeds
to form Fleet Cruising Disposition 5-Tare on fleet course 298°
(T} and fleet axis 0650 (T), U.S.S. NE¥ JERSEY, fleet guide,
in station 0000. Task Force 58.3 is a station unit Iin the
fleet cruising disposition in gtation 20180, Station unit in
.cruising formation 5-Love~Sugar as before., 1105 Changed fleet
course to 275° (T). 1227 Rotated fleet and formation axis %o
0950 (T}, 1527 Rotated fleet and formation axis to 0700 (T).
1906 Went to Air Defense stations for dusk alert., Set Materisl
Readiness Zebra, Darkened ship. 1958 3ecured from Alr Defense
stations and set Condition of Readiness II. Set Material Readi-
ness Yoke. 2000 Changed course to '310° (T}, 2100 Changed course
to 280°% (T), 2200 Changed course. to 310° (T). 2300 Moonrise.
Commenced zig-zagging using Plan 8.
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14 February 194k

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 129 13.0' N. 12° 38.6' N. 12° 55,21 N,
Long. '161° 26.6t E. 161° 37.0' B, 161° 06.8' E,

Stesming as before in company with Truk Striking Force
enroute to rendegvous with Task Unit 50.17.6 to fuel. 0022
Surface contact 307° (T}, distance 65,000 yards reported by
U.3.3. BUNKER HILL as friehdly task group. 0320 lMade radar
contact on Eniwetok Atoll bearing 210° (T}, disteance L3 miles.
0430 Changed course to 2500 (T}. 0633 Went to General Quarters
for dawn alert. Set Material Headiness Yoke. 0703 Changed
course to 020° {T). Carriers launched combat and anti-submarine
patrols and maintasined same during daylight period. 0727 Changed
course left to 25069 (T}, 0733 Sunrise. Secured from General
Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able, and Materidl
Readiness Yoke. Q730 Sighted Task Unit 50,17.6 on the horigzon
bearing 315° (T}. O©809 Commenced fueling operations on fueling
course 030V {T) and fueling speed 9 knots. Tankers abt center of
formation and station units zig-zagging on station independently -

at 15 knots. CVL's and DD's only ships fueled. 1500 Unidentified

- airecreft reported by U.S.3. ENTERPRISE bearing 286° (7), distence
42 miles. 7U.3.5, BELLEAU WOOD vectored fighters to intercept.
1505 U.8.3. BELLEAU WOOD fighter reported making run on uniden~
tified aircraft, identifled as a Japanese twin-engined boumber
"Betty". 1519 Completed fueling operations, 1603 Rotated fleet
and formation axis to 0750 (T), 1624 Changed course to 255° {T}.
1640 Changed speed to 12 knots, 1712 Changed speed to 15 knots,
1742 Commencdd zig-zegging using Plan 2. 1919 Sunset. Darkened
~ship. Went to Air Defense stations for dusk alert. Set Material
Readiness Zebra. 2018 Secured from Air Defense stations and set
. Condition of Readiness l1l., $Secured from Material Readiness Zebra
and set Materiasl Keadiness Yoke.

15 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat, 120 15,1' N. 120 0.9 W, 10° 49.8' N,
long. 158° 21.0' E.- - 1579 26.7' E. 155° 32.2' E,

 8teaming as before in company with Truk Striking Force
enroute to initial point for air bombardment attack. 0648 Went
to General Juarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readinesg %ebra,
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074 Sunrise. Seoured from General Huarters and set Condition of

CAROLINA reported unidentified aircraft bearing 2059 (T}, distence
26 miles, identified as friendly by combat. 1443 Ceased zlg—zagglng.
1455 U.5.5. COWPENS reported an unidentified airceraft tearing 180°
{T), distance 50 miles, which was identified as friendly. 1507
Changed fleet course to 2250 {T)., 1521 Changed fleet speed to

22 knots. 1645 Changed speed to 18 knots. 1658 U.S.3., NORTH
CAROLINA reported unidentified aircraft bearing 260° (7T}, distance

59 miles, reported as friendly by U.3.S5. BUNEER HILL at 1716.

1809 Changed speed to 22 knots., 1934 Sunset, Went to 4lr Defenge
stations for dusk aslert. 3et Materisl Readiness Zebra. Darkensd
ship. 1936 Changed speed to 15 knots. 2023 Changed speed to 22
knots. 2027 Secured from Alr Defense stations and set Condition

of Readiness Il and Materlal Readiness Zebre modified.

16 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 Tosition: 2000 Position
Latb. 89 17.8' N, 80 00.2' N. g0 01.7' N.
Long. 1530 11.1' E. 153% 09.7' E. 153° 54.7' E.

Steaming as before in company with Truk Btriking Forde
enroute to initial point for alr bombardment attack. 0613 Went
to General “>uarters for dawn elert. Set Material Readiness Zebra.
0627 Radar contact on land bearing 2349 (T}, distance 76 miles,
identified as Truk Atoll. 0642 Commenced making varioug courses and
gpeeds to lesunch Initial fighter aircraft strike te gain control
of the air. Steaming at various courses and gpeeds tarcughout the
dey to conform witli carrier eir cperations., U.3.8. BUNKER HILL and
U.3.8. COWPENS made gix helf-strength stirikes throughout the day
in addition to fighter strike. U.3.5. MONTEREY maintained anti-
submarine patrol &nd combat alr patrol for this formation., 0932
Secured from General Quarters and set Condition of Readiness I-

" Basy. Maintained Materlal Readiness Zebra on second deck and below.
1124 0.7.C. in U.3.3. NEW JERSEY plus U.3.8. I0Wa, U.S5.3. MINNES~
POLIS, U.5.3. NEW ORLEANS, and DesDiv 91 less CONNER plus BRADFORD,
left formation to proceed to northwest of north entrance to Truk
Ateoll to intercept and destroy crippled enemy cruisers escaping
“to the north. OC.T.C. directed C,T.F. 58 to take charge during
his aebsence. 1147 Relieved U.3.38, NEW CRLEANS of aircrafit rescue
plane duty. 1204 Changed station in formation 5-Love~Sugar to
3.5135. 1902 Catapulted twe aircraft te rescue U.3.8. COWPENS
fighter pilot reported forced down bearing 258° (7}, distance
32 mileg., Lieutenant C. C. AINSWORTH, U.3.N., landed in unfavorable

& - (33)
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sea conditions, rescued Lieut. (jz) RAFFMAN, A-V(N), U.3.N.R., took ‘&
off and returned to the U.3.3. MAS3ZACHEUSETTS, and was hoisted aboard'fgé

at 2003. 1958 Sunset. Went to Alr Defense stations for dusk alért.
Set Materiel K. adiness Zebra. 2007 Holsted Lieut. (jg) D. W, CASSEL
in plane #0151f aboard. 2105 Changed speed to 15 knots. 2110
Changed course to 165° {T). 2121 Changed speed to 17 Knots. 2122
Changed course to 160° {T}. 2133 Changed course to 1809 {7},
Changed speed to 20 knots, proceeding to 0700 rendezvous 60 miles
180° {T) from Point Newsreel. 2121 U.S.3. MASSACHUSETES made
radaxr contact on unidentified aircraft bearing 276° (T}, distance
23 miles, designated raid "Aple™, 2139 U.5.S. MONTEREY reported
unidentified aircraft bearing 200° (T}, distance 39 miles, desig-
nated raid "Baker", consisting of two or three glanes. 2153 U.S5.8.
LANG reported unidentified aircraft bearing 250° (7T}, distance 19
miles, 2155 U.S5.3. ALABAMA reported unidentified aircraft bearing
3559 (1), distence 22 miles, 2210 U.S.3. ESSEL reported unidenti-
fied aircraft bearing 290° {T), distance 38 miles, designated rald
"Dogr, MNade radar contact on single unidémtified aircraft bearing
2359 {7}, distence 15 miles, designated as raid "Chariédg"., 2215
ComTaskForce 58 reported information in hand that all raids would
Join up for attack, 2305 Sighted gunfire on starboard guarter,

~ believed to be from Task Group 58.1 firing on eneny alrcraft.
2306 U,5.5, BUNKER HILL reported unidentified aircraft bearing _
240° {7}, distance 29 miles, designated raid "Easy". 2320 V.S.S..
YORETGWN launched night fighter: 2340 All raids faded from radar
acreen. No further contacts reported by other units.

A
. Ceoon
Y

i? February 1944

0800 Pogition : 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 79 16.8' H. 79 18,2' N, 80 38,0' N,
Long. 153° 34.4' B, 153% 26.7* E. 156° 05.3' E,

Steaming as before in company with Truk Striking Force,
~enroute to 0700 rendezvous point and to contunue aerial bomberd-
ment of Truk Atoll in accordance with plan. Each Task Group cperat-
ing independently to counter night air torpedo attacks by
Japanege. 0202 Commenced zig-zagging using Plan B, 0218 Ceased
zig-zag and changed course to 320Y (T}, at 0221 to proceed to
rendezvous. 03306 Resuméd zig-zag. 0325 U.3,.5. YORKTWON recovered
night fighter. At 0638 Carriers began launching dawn strikes. 0715
Went to Air Defense stations for dawn alert., U.S5.5. COWPENS
maintained anti-submarine patrol and combat alr patroel during sirikes
on Truk. U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS conformed to movements of carrier
operations throughout the day at various courses and speeds. 0806 _
Sunrise. Secured from Alr Defense stations and set Condition of
. O\
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Readiness I-Easy. 0828 Secured from Condition of Readiness I-Basy

and set Condition of R adinegs II-Able, 3Bet Materlial Readiness S

Yoke above the second 8eck. 0837 BatDiv3EVEN plus U.S.S8. MINNEA-
POLIS, U.S.5. KBW ORLEANS, and DesDiv ¢1 less U.5.3. CONNERS and
U.5.3., BRADFCRD, rejoined formation, mission completed. U.S.S.
MASSACHUSETTS resumed gtation 3.5150 in formation 5-Love- bugar.
1408 A11 strikes on Truk completed.  Set retirement course 060°
(T} at retirement speed 25 knots. 1646 U.3.3. NEW JERSEY reported
surface contact bearing 0560 (7)), distance 9 mileg. 1658 U.35.8

BUMKER HILL aircraft reported nothing sighted on bearing and dig-
- tence reported by U.3.5, NEW JERSEY. 1447 Sunset., Went to air
Defenge stations. Set Materisl Readiness Zebra. 2007 Changed
course to 0952 (T) and changed speed to 20 knots. 2046 Secured
fpem Lir Defense statlons and set Condltlon of Readiness II and
Material Readiness Yoke.

18 February 1944

0600 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
Lat. - 89 21,3' N, 80 16.1' N. 80 28.5" M.
Long. 1590 46.6" E. 160° 56.3' E. 162° 18, 6'¥£

Steaming as before in company with Truk Striking Force enroute
to rendezvous with Task Group 50.17.6 to fuel in preparation for
GATEWAY Operation. 0643 Went to General Quartera for dawn.alert.
3et Material Readiness Zebra. 0744 Sunrise. Secured from General
Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able., Flaced planes
in Condition of Readiness 11 for Plane Rescue duty. Set Material
Readiness Yoke. 1050 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA rpported a small bost
on her port beam and the 0.T.C. instrueted U.3.S. BROWKN to inves-
tigate, 111C U.5.S. BROWN removed 17 Jepanege from boat, who
claimed tc be fishermen. 1315 U.3.3. NORTH CAROLINA reported
surface contact bearing 088° (T), dlstance 23 miles., 1336 Sighted
Task Group 50.17.6 on port bow, Commenced making various courses
and speeds to rendezvous with tankers for fueling., 1427 U.S5.3.
PLATTE, U.3.3., CIMARRON, and U.S5.8. GUADALUPE with escorts joined
formation, takhers in line ;of bearing normal to fueling course
0300 (T) at forrwation center, escorts joined screen in ahead
positions. Fueling speed 10 knots, ships not fueling zig-zagging
'in station at standard speed, 15 knots, 1503 Changed course and .
axis to 270° {T). Destroyers and light carriers only vessels to
fuel this date. 1700 U.S.S. COWELL came alongside starboard
quarter to transfer Lieut. (jg)} RAFFMAN, &-V(N)}, U.S.N.R., back
te the U.S.5. COWPEN3., 1707 U.8.5. COWELL c¢leared starboard quar-

& . (35)
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ter and resumed zig-zag on station., 191G Went to Alr Defense statioﬁs%;
for dusk slert. Set Haterial Condition Zebra. 1949 Fueling exer- "%~
cises for the day completed. Resumed station 3.5150 in formation N

5-Love~Sugar on course and exig 070° (T}, Guide at center in

U.5.5. PLLTTE., 2016 Secured from Alr Defense stations ,and set
Condition of Readiness II., 3Set Material Readiness Yoke. 2017
Changed course to 0000 {T). 2027 Changed course left to 2600 (T%.
2047 Changed speed tc 16 knots. 2346 Changed course left to 260° (T).

19 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position’
Lat. 99 20.9' N, 9% 55.51 N, 11° 05,97 H.
Lopg. 159° 57.1" E, 160° 19.6' E. 160° 44.3" E.

S _
S Steaming as before in company with Truk Striking Force
in fueling aree in preparation for GATEWAY Operation. OLL7
C.7.G. 58.3 reported unidentified airecraft bearing 268° (T7), -
distance 19 miles, 0LLY Xmergency ships left to 160° (T}). 0455
Unidentified aireraft reported by CTG 58.3 bearing 310° (T},
distapnce 7 miles. 0560 Went to Alr Defense stations. Set Material
Readiness Zebra. 0502 Emergency turn to 1309 (7). 0504 Observed
plane burning on water at 000° (‘I’)6 reported shot down by U.S.3.
IZARD., 0505 Emergency turn to 100 (T?. 0509 Emergency turn
to 160° {T). C.T.G. 58.3 reported unidentified alreraft bearing
310° (T), distance L miles. Being tracked by Combat and fire
control radars. 0515 Emergency ships left to 135° (T). 0518 _
Emergency ships right to 1600 (T}. Unidentified aircraft retiring.
Continued making various courses and speeds by signal from 0.7.C.
to regain station in fleet dispeosition. 0739 Sunrise. Secured
from Alr Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II-4Able
and Material Readiness Yoke. Q844 Set fueling course 050° (7).
0914 Rotated fleet axis to 050° (7). 0925 Commenced making various
gourses and speeds to zig-zag independently é&n station during
fueling operationg in formation S5-Love-Sugar, Fueling speed B
knots, steaming at 15 knots., 1258 Went alongside U.3.5., GUADALUPE
to fuel, starboard side to, and commenced receiving fuel at 1321,
1315 Unidentified aircraft on radar bearing 045° (T}, distance 35
‘miles, identified as frieandly by U.3.3. BUKKER HILL. 1325 U.Ss.S.
WILOON came slongslide port quarter to receive War Correspondent’s
mail, 1330 U.S5.8., WILSON cleared port guarter. 1459 Task Group
58.1 left fleet disposition and proceeded on duty assiguned. U.3.8.
NEW JEKSEY with C.T.F. 50 left disposition and proceeded %o base.,
Carrier Task Forces reorgenized as per C.T.F. 50 despatch orders;
Task Group 58.3 intact. O.T.C. now Rear Admiral MITSCHER, U.S.

E _ : | i36) | \l%
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Navy, Commander Task Force 58, in U.5.5. YORKTOWN. 1510 Completed
fueling, having received 9, 772 barrels of burnable fuel at 6C° F.
1529 Cleared side of U.3.5. GUADALUPE and commenced making various
courses and speeds to regain station in formation ﬁ—love-gugar.
1610 Set course 050° (T), speed 10 knots. 1618 U.S5,.8. CONNERS came
alongside gtarbvoard guarter to deliver guard mail. 1625 U.S.3.
QUNHERS cleared starboard guarter. Commenced zig-zagging &n station
at 15 knots on various courses to meintain approximate station.

1654 Fueling operations completed. Tankers cleared formstion,
U.3.5. DUNEER HILL guide in station 11,7000, formed 5-Love~3ugar,
U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS in station 3.5150 on course and axis 0500 (7).
1747 Chenged course to 0009 (T}. 1750 Changed speed to 15 knots.
1811 Changed course to 3409 (T), anc changed speed to 20 knots.

1925 Sunset. Darkened ship. Went to Alr Defense stations for

dusk alert. Jet lMaterial Readiness Zebra. 2025 Secured from

Alr Defense stationsg and set Condition of Readiness II and Material
Readiness Yoke. 2051 Changed speed to 18 knots. 2246 Changed

speed to 20 knots.

20 February 1944
(O8G0 Fosltion 1200 Position 2000 Pogition

- Lat. 14° 36.7' N 159 47.2' N. 15° 53,0' WN.
Long., 159 17.5' E. 1589 51.9' E. 158° 26.0" E.

Steaming in company with Task Group 58.3 and 58.2 enroute to initial
point for GATEWAY Operations. Task Groups in line of bearing
normal to the fleet course 340° {T) in supporting distance. U.S.3.
MASSACHUSETTS in company with Task Group 58.3 ag pefore in forma-
tion 5-Love~Sugar, formation axis 050° (T). Fleet speed 20 knots.
In station 5.3150, 0644 Went to General Quarters for dawn alert.
Set Materiasl Readiness Zebra. O744 Sunrise. Secured from General
Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material
Readiness Yoke., 1005 Commenced reorgenization of Tasgsk Groups

58.3 and 58.2. Batbhiv 9 left formation to join Task Group 58.2
and was replaced by U.3.3. BALTIMORE. 1033 U.3.3. MASSACHUSETTS
assigned station 3.5300. Commenced making varlous courses and
speeds to gain new station and on staticn at 1111, 1159 Changed
course right to 075° (T} and changed speed to & knots in prepara~
tion to fuel destroyers. -1228 U.S.3. WIL30N came alongside to
starboard to fuel. 1233 Commenced pumping fuel to U.3.3. WILSON.
1300 Completed fueling U.3.8. WILSON, having delivered 22,340
gallons at 60° F, 1305 U.S.3. WILSON cleared starboard szde.

1344 Uu3.5. STERRETT came alongside to starboard to fuel. 1348
U.5.5. CONNERS came alongside to port to fuel, 1359 Commenced
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pEﬁblng Tuel to U.3.5. CONNER3. .1401 Commenced pumping fuel to
U.3.5., STERRETT. 1436 Completed pumping fuel to U.3.3. STERRETT,
having delivered 20,280 gallons at 60° F, 1440 U.5.8. STERRETT
cleared starboard wzde._ LyL2 Cempleted fueling U.S.5. CONNERS,
having delivered 24,719 gallons at 60° F. 1446 U.S.5. CONNERS
cieared pert side., 1511 Fueling operations completed. 1530 Changed
fleet speed to 12 knots. 1613 Changed course to 2659 (T}. 1616
Changed speed to 13 knots. 1738 Changed speed to 1§ knots.

1831 Sunset. Darkened ship. Went to Alr Defense stations for dusk
alert, Set Materisl Readiness Zebra. 2026 Secured from alir Defsuse
stations and set Condition of Readiness II. 3et Materisl Readlness -
Yoke. Carriers maintained anti-submarine and combeal patrols
throughout daylight period,

21 February 1944

0800 Positioh 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
Lat. 150_36,6’ N. 159 26.5' N, 159 28,11 N,
Long. 154° 51.3' E. 1539 38,2 H, 151© 10.9' E.

Steaming as before., At 1330 unidentified aircraft was
reported by U.S.5. ESSEX in Task Group 58.2 bearipg 300° {T), .
distance 31 mlles. No repori was received as to results of fighters
vectored out to intercept the contaed. At 1350 U.S5.3. S0UTH
BAKOTA in same Task Group reported sighting a twin-engined bomber
visually bearing 310° (T}, believed to be same plane radar contact
was made on at 1330, This enemy plane reported our position to its
base. With the element of surprise for GATEWAY Operation now lost,
preparations for sir attacks were made, as we were certain to recelve
night alreraft torpedo attacks by the enemy after dark. At sunset
Condition I-Basy was set throughout the ship. The first attack
group came at 2257 in several groups designated raidg "Able® to
"George”. The ralds consisted of from one to three planes. The
raids passed Task Group 58.3 on either side and due to skillful
maneuvering by the 0.7.C., we were not sighted nor attacked by
raids Able, Baker, Charlie, and Dog, Rald HEasy made an attack on
this Task Group and was tracked by all radars which cecould besr.

Fire was opened at 6,000 yards, with a good solution at 2,308, One.
aircraft was shot down in flames by the U.S.S. HORTH CARCLINA and
another was seen to crash near the U.3.3. COWPENS, believed to

have been hit by the U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. All the other raids
seemed to concentrate their attacks on Task Group 58.2 to the north,
and anti-alirecraft fire was observed intermittently throughout the
sbtaek. The Task Groups became widely separated due to
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evasive action to avoid atteck and detection. For further details ﬁ%ga

of the action see the Commanding Officer's Action Report, BB59/416~3/4-.
A9/, Serisl 050, dated 25 February 1944.

-Ammunitlon expended on the night air attack:

74 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber AA Common with Mk. 32 fuze.
7!, charges, 5"/38 caliber:

31 SFDN 3547

28 SPDN 3968
SPDN 4112
SPDN 8113
SPDN 3928
SFDN 3846
SPDN 3474
BPDN 3296
3PDN 3218
SPDN 2871
SPDN 2589

ST S SR TR R N LW

22 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 1L° 07.8% N. 149 55,9% N, 49 LL.5 N
Long. 147° 52.9' E, . 147° 42.0' E. 148° 50,57 B

Steaming ss before, Task Group 58.2 and 58,3 separated,
due to maneuvers to avoid night air attscks by enemy aircraft.
Alr attacks concentrated on Task Group 58.2 and presence of this
Tagk Group apparently unknown to enemy. Observed intermittent
fir and three plenes shot down by Task Group 58.2 during mid-wateh,
At 0030 all radar screens clear, secured from Air Defense and set
Condition I-Easy. At about 0140 radar contact mede on enemy air-
craft approaching thls formation. Went to 4Alr Defenge stations.
dircraft came from area of Task Group 58.2 and passed thils forma-
tion at 10 miles on & course headed for Saipan Island. No attacks
were made and formation was probably not sighited, At 0202 all
radar screens being clear, set Condition I-Basy. The enemy returned
again in force at about 0540. Went to Alr Defense at 0541, -This
Tagk Group remsined undetected as all raids passed outside 10 miles
and headed for Task Group 58.2. 0738 U.5.3. BUNKER HILL launched
night fighters to repel attacks. 4iir operations were delayed due
to air attacks by enemy. 0750 The fighters having the situation
cleared sufficiently, turned into wind and Zdunched first strike
while still under attack. Soon after fighters were airborne,
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enemy attacks ceased, being driven off or shot down by the combat &
aly patrol. Carrier operations tﬂroughout the day, the last strike -“ﬁ@w
to be completed by 1600. The mission of the GATEWAY Operation WAS = "o
completed in three strikes and retlrement on course 090° {T) at

speed 25 knots was commenced at 1641. After securing codntrol of

the sir at deylight no further attacks were made by the enemy on

this formation. At sunset the ship was placed in Condition I-Easy

pr resdiness for possible air attack by enemy aircraft from Truk

or Marcus Tsland.

_ 23 February 1944 _
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat., 149 45.41 N, - 149 44,21 N, 14° 50.0' N.
Long. 153% 00.7' E.. 154° 15.6' E. 156° L0,5' E.

. Steaming gs before, retiring from GATEWAY Operation on
fleed course 090 Task Groupe 58.3 and 58.2 in line of

‘bearing normal to the fleet course and Task Group 58.3 in

formation 5-Love-Sugar. Steaming at fleet speed 20 knots.

Airceraeft carriers maintaining anti-submarine and combat alr

patrols throughout the daylight period. At 1346 U.5.3. BRADFCRD
reported sighting a two-engined enemy bomber, type "Betty". At
this time entered area of rain squalls resulting in several radar
contacts. Vent to Air Defense stations and set Material Condition
Zebra, Fighters were vectored out on contacts reported snd

enemy contact proved to be a rain squall., Japanese bomber reported
out position to base and fighters vectored out te intercept were
never able to meke contact, as the Bepty used cloud cover effectively.
1452 Secured from Air Defense gtations snd set Conditien of
Readiness Il-Able and Haterial Readiness Yoke on orders from

0.7.C, 0 resuwe normsl crulsing formation and conditiocn of
readiness. Remainder of day uneventful. OShip still in area of
possible attack from Truk and Marcus Island.

24 February 1944

0800 Pogition 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 139 35.1' N, 139 51.9' N. 130 16.7' N.
Long. 160° 07.8' B, 1600 37.7' E. 1629 33.7' E,

. Steaming as before, retiring from GATEWAY Operatién; 0803
Commenced fueling operations on fueling course 065° (T) at fueling
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spesd 10 knots. Delivered the following fuel at 60° F. to ships g
Andicated: _ S Y

U.5.3. WILSON «~- 1418 barrels
U.3.5. STERRETT -- 1233 barrels

1225 Upon completion of fueling operations BatDiv ¢ reéjoined Task
Group 58.2 plus two destroyers. 'The VU.3.3. BALTINORYE left forma-~
tion with two destroyers to rejoin Task Group 58.2. U.3.S. )
MASSACHUSETTS assigned new station 3 5180 in cruising formation
5-Love-Sugar. 1419 3Set course 110° (T} at 20 knots, continuing
retirement and enroute t0 base at Majuro Island, Marshall Island

group. _
25 February 1944

0800 Fosition 1200 Fosition 2000 Position
Lat. 129 23.2t N. 12° 05,7' N. - 100 0.6 N,
Long. 166° 09.8' E. 167° 144" E. 167 58.8' E.

Steaming as before enrocute to base at Majuro Island, Marshall
Island group. 1111 Commenced firing 5%/38 caliber battery to test
Mark 32 fuzes. Expended the following ammunition:

36 Frojectiles, 57/38 caliber with Mk 32 fuge:
12 Lot Sugar
ig Lot Umnit
12 Lot Vietor
36 charges, 5"/38 caliber:
17 SPDH 3024
3 SPDN 2868
10 SPDN 4115
6 3PDN 4937

Completed firing et 1156. 15L5 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA fired test
shots and spotting practice for radars with 16" battery. U.S.95.
FASSACHUSETTS observed. 1550 U.3.3. SCUTH DAKOTA completed
exercise. 1648 Surface radar contact bearing 224° {T), distance

47,000 yards, sighted visually at 1725 to be three CVE's and 4 DD's
and frlendly.
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26 February 1944

0800 Position 1200 FYosition ' 2000 Position

Lat. 79 37.6' H, At anchor. At anchor.
Long. 170 56.3' E.

Steaming as before enroute to base at Majuro Igland, AMarshall
Island group., 0812 Formed column of types, carriers, battleships,
cruisers, and destroyers for entry into port., 1006 Passed entrance
bpoys to Majuro Harbor abeam to port and sterboard. Commenced
making variocus courses and speeds to conform with channel and
appreach anchorasge, 1111 Anchored in berth A-~25, in 27 fathoms of
water with 105 fathoms of chain out to the sterboard anchor. 3et
Condition of Readiness II-Able and bMaterial Condition Yoke. Ship
rlaced on six~hours readiness for getting underway. SCOPA adminis-
trative in U.3.5. PRAIRIE, ComCenPac in U,3.8. NE¥ JERSEY SOPA.
Ships present: various units of Fifth Fleet. Upon anchoring formed
Tagk Group 50.9, composed of BatDivs 6, 7, 8, and 9 and DesRon One.
Tesk Group Commander Rear Admirel W. A, LEE, Jdr., U.S. Navy in the
U.5.5. NORTH CAHCLINA, TImmediate superior in command ComCenPac in
V3.5, NEW JERSEY, Commsnder Fifth Fleet., 1350 U.5.3. BABINE camne
elongside to sterboard and commenced fueling operaticns at 1415.
1730 Completed fueling, having received 903,946 gallons of fuel
at 609 ¥, 1800 U.5.S8. SABINE clsar starboard side. 2200 Secured
frow Condition of Headiness li-Able and set the Port War Watich.

27-29 February 194k

tnchored in Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island group, fueling,
provisioning and making all preparstions for sea. Cearrying on
ships maintenance and repair work pernitted by six hours resdiness
for getting underway. Cearrying out drill schedules, training
of personnel In preparation for battle. Alreraft condueting local
training flights. Granting such recreation to the crew as is
possible with facillities available, :

Submitted: '
. %Eﬁfﬁ@N; :
ocmmander, U.5, Navy,
- - Vavigator,

Approved: /
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1-8 Mareh 1944

Anchored in Berth A-25, Darritt Anchorsge, Majuro Atoll.
of the Marghall Island Group, #hip in readiness for getting
underway on six hours' notice. Ship in Condition of. Readliness
III (Port Wer Watch) and Material Readiness Yoke during darkness,
- and X-reay ‘during daylight. Rader guard as assigned by ComBatPac.

Carrying out fueling, provisioning and ammunition plan. Meking
all preparations for sem and mainteining & schedule of repair,
maintenance and upkeep of machinery and eguipment as permitted
by the six hour readliness. Conducting routine tralning and
drill and recreation of personnel. Aireraft condueting tralining
end gunnery flights. -

U.5.3. MASSACHUSETTS assigned to Task Group 50.9, composed
of Batdivs 6, 7, &, and 9 and DesRon OGne, Task Group Commander
Regr Admiral W. &. LEB, Jr,, U,.3. Havy, in the ¥.5.,3, NORTH
CAROLINA. Immediaste Superior in Command, Vice Admiral SPRUANCE, o
U.S. Navy, ComCenPac in the U.3.5. NEW JERSEY. ) ~

Delivered 10,200 gallons of fresh water to LST 38. O

. "

n 3 March U.S,S. CIMARRON came alongside and delivered ]

59,114 gallons of burnable fuel at 84,° F. end 5,372 gallons of ¢
avietion fuel, A

: On 4 March transferred te SGPA Me juro the following ' -~ f '
enmunition: _ 5,

4,95 projectiles, 5"/38 ealiber AA Common Mk. 32 fuze,
lot Sugar.
62 projectiles, 57/38 chliber AA Common Mk. 29-1 fuze.

and received the following ammunition:

. 42 projectiles, 16"/45 caliber HC, Mk, 13-2 -
11,123 charges, 5"/38 caliber. |

: On 5 March tranererred to SGPA Majuro the following
ammunition:

105 tanks, empt.'y "5“/38 caliber Mk, 6-1.

On 5 March at 1327 SOPA set Condition Red. Went to
Air Defense stations. Commenced preparations for goetting

underway. Unidentifled_airereft in vieinity. 1345 Aircraft

oms FL
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identified as friendly and SOPA ordered Condition Green. Secured

On 5 March at 1910, radar contuct on unlidentified aircraft
bearing 050° (T), distance 30 miles and closing. Went:to Air
Defenge stations. Condition Red set by SOPA. Commenced all
preparations for getting underway. 1936 Alrcraft identified as
friendly., SOPA ordered Condition Green. Secured from Alr Defenase
and set the Port Wear Watch and resumed, port. routine.

On Mareh 6 delivered 10,000 gallons of fresh water to LST 69.

Cn 6 March et 1256 SOPA ordered Condition Red. Went to
Air Defense and commenced preparations for getting underway. At -
1305 SCPA ordered Condition Green. Secured from Alr Defense and
set the Port War Watch and resumed port routine.

9 Merch 19L4

Anchored as before, 0626 Hoisted out two plenes in pre-~

paration for towing target sleeve for gunnery exercises at ses.

0629 Underway in company with U,S.S8. NORTH CAROLINA for training

at ses, escorted by DesDiv One plus U.S.S. PHELFS. 0740 Passed
between harbor entrance buoys and set course to carry out exercises.,
to northwest of Majure Atell, During the day fired llght and heavy
machine guns at sleeve towed by own ship plenes., Fired 57/38

caliber at sleeve towed by TBF plane, "Baker" runs et svereage
eltitude of 10,000 feet. Fired speclal test practice of Mark 32
fuzed eammunition at ranges 6,000 yards. Fired specisl test prectice,
40 MM battery, to determine accurately seif-destroying fuze range.
0fficer Conducting Practices, Rear Admiral DAVIS, U.S. Navy, in
U.S5.5, MASSACHUSETTS. Ammunition expended during the day:

38 projectiles, 5%/38 cal. AA Common, Mk. 31-10
Li, projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA Common, Mk. 32, lot Viector
82 charges, 5"/38 cal.

1,103 cartridges, 4O MM, Mk, 1

2,367 cartridges, 20 M (1,987 H.E., 9,380 H,E.T.}.

1801 Passed entrauce buoys abeam to port and starboard on cd&se_
159C (7). 1858 Anchored in Berth A-25, Darritt Anchorage, Majuro
Atoll of the Mershall Island Group, Set Port War Weteh and resumed
port routine, exerc¢ises at sea completed. _

thd)
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from Alr Defense and set Port War Watch and resumed port routine. waﬁgi;

|
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Anchored as before. | | e B

Cn 11 March at 0335 heard "Condition Red" on warning net. Went to
Air Defense stations and set Material Readiness Zebra. . Origin of
*Condition Red" undetermined. At 0415 heard "Condition Green -«
Kwajalein", Secured from Alr Defense and set Port Wapr Watch.
Resumed port routine. Determined "Condition Red™ to be for
Kwajalein Atoll and not Bajuro. Designetion of "Condition Red"™ not

heard.

On 12 Mareh received from ComSerRon TEK the following
ammunition: ' _

778 projectiles 5"/38 caliber Common Mk, 28 BD.

On 13 March received the following smmunition from ComSerRon
TEN in U.S.5. PRAIRIE: '

LL1 cherges, 5"/38 cal. SPD 4977
850 charges, 5"/38 cal. SPD 5274.

At 1018 U.S.S. RAINIER came alongside to starboard and the follow-
ing ammunition was exchanged:

To the RAINIER:

80,000 cartridges, L0 MM, Mk. I with Mk. 20 primer
34,900 cartridges, 20 MM H.E. .
- L1 charges 5"/38 cal. flashless powder
102 tanks, emmty, Mk. 6-1 and ¥k. 9.

From the RATNIER:
' 80,000 cartridges, 40 MM Mk. I
104,000 cartridges, 20 MM B.E.I. .
6,000 cartridges, 20 M¥ H,E.T,

- On 15 March at 1236 U.S.S. ARA came alongside to port and
delivered the following ammunition: _

2,606 projectikes, 5"/38 AA Com. Mk. 32, lots William and Yoke.

At 1450 U.S.S. ARA cleared port side. At 2006 transferred to Come-

T (u5) 3
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SerRon TEN vias lighter the following emmunition:
2,438 projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA Common Mk. 32 lot Vietor.

On 17 Mareh 1944 at 1425 hoisted Plane #01420 frem V.S.S.
I0WA, pilot Lieut. (jg) T. L. IMUS, 112429, U.S.N. and passenger
CANNADY, S. N., ARM lc, #336~79-84, U.S.N. At 1435 hoisted plane
 #09500 from U.S.S. NEW JERSEY, pilet Lieut. {jg) W. A, ETERIDGE,
112518, U.S.K, and pgssenger GOSSAGE, E., A., ARM 3¢, #628-04~36,
U.8.N.R. Avove planes retained on beard until such time 18 March
to arrive on station at ebout 1000 as rellef spotting planes for
BatDiv 7, engaged in bomberding Mili Atell of the Marshell Islands.

- On 18 March @944 at 0955 hoisted out Plane #09500 of the
U.3.8. NEW JERSEY, pilot Lieut. {(jg) W. A. ETHRIDGE, U.3.N. and
passenger GOSSOGE, E. A., ARM 3¢, ?628-0&—36, U.3.N.R. At 0958
holsted out Plane #01420 of the U.S5.S5. IOWA, pilot Lieut. (jg)

T. L. IMUS, U.S.N., and passenger CANNADY, 4. N., ARM lec, 336-79-Bi,
U.5.N. Planes departed for rendezvous off Mili Atoll with BetDiv 7.

At 1055 Hoisted plane #01509 from U.S5.3. IOWA, pilot Lieut. (jg)

G. A. JONES, U.S.N.R, and pasgenger GABLE, ¥. A,, ARM Zc¢, #291-82-71,

U.8.N. At 1122 hoisted plane #09579 from U.S.8. NEW JERSEY, pilot

Lieut. (j%) W. A. BUTTS, U,S.N. and pagsenger HBANSCOM, C. A., ARM 3¢,
*

#606~33-76, U.S.N.R. Planes serviced and made ready for flight.
Planes returned from spotting duty, viecinlty of Mili Atoll. 1500

Hoisted plane #01420 from U.S.S. IOWA, pilot Lieut, (jg} T. L. DWs,

U.3.N. and passenger CANNADY, 3. J., ARM le, #336-79-8L, U.S.H.,
returned from spotting mission at Mili Atoll. -

On 18 March 1944, received 13,489 gallons of burnablé fuel
from U.3.8. GUADALUPE at 87° F.

On 21 March 1944 transferred to U.S.S5. DEWEY the following
ampunitions

388 projectiles, 5"/38 cal., A4 Common ¥k. 28 BD fuze
394 charges, 57/38 cal., various indices.

On 21 March 1944 transferred to U.S.3, MONAGHAN the follow-
ing ammunition: c ‘

98 projectiles, 5%/38 cal, AA Common, Mk, 28 BD fuze,
Cn 21 March 1944 delivered 10;000 gallons of fresh water .
to L3T 271 ;

® ._ | (46}
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22 Mareh 194l

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position T
Let. At anchor, | 70 16.8* N, 6° 56,51 N, "
Long. Mejuro Atoll ° 171° 12.0' E. 169° 33.0' E.

Anchored as bhefore., 1030 Underway from Darritt Anchorage,
Majuroe Atoll of the Marshall Island Group in accordance with
Commander Task Group 58.9 Scrtie Plan No. 1«44 Gated 21 Mareh 1944.
Commander Task Group 58.9 Rear Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr., U.S. Navy,
ComBetPac in U.S5.8. NORTH CARCLINA. Task Group Organization:

Task Group 58,9, Rear Admire)l LEE, U.S.N.

Tasgk Unit 58.9.1

BatDiv 8 -- Rear Admirel DAVIS, U.s,N.

(U0.5.8, NMASSBACHUSETTS and U. 5 5. NORTH OAROLINA)
BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON, U.S.N.

{0.S5.8. SOUTH DAKOTA and U.S. S. ALABAMA)

Tagk Unit 58,9.2

Cppbiv 4 -- Rearﬂdmiral OLDENDORF, U,S.N,
(U.5.8. PORTLARD, U.3.S. INDIANAPOLIS and U, S 3. LOUISVILLE)

T&S}'{_ Unit 58.9.1‘{- - - capt&in ES?E' Un‘goNo

Degkon 46 less BOYD Geere sl
U.8.5. TZARD ' . U.S.S. BURNS
U.S.8. CHAERRETTE U.5.3. BRADFORD
UOSHS. GONNER . U.S So BROWN
'UlSoSo BEIJL Uas So COWELL

DesDiv 28 '

U.5.5. BANCROFT . U.3.5. BDWARDS
U.8.5, CALDWELL . T.5.5. COGHLAN

Plug U.S.5, FRAZIER and U,.S.5. MEADE
Tegk Unit 58.9.5 -~ Captain STUMP, V.S.N.

U.8.8. LEXINGTON
_ U.8.3. COWPENS
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Immediate Superior in Command, Vice Admiral SPRUANCE, U.S3. Havy, in
U.8.5. NEW JERSEY, Upon completion of sortie, formed c¢ruising for-
mation 5-Roger contained in garagraph 3{x}({5) of Sortie Plan, on
course 0000 (T) and axis 0759 {7} at standard speed 15 knots. U.5.8.
MASSACHUSETYS assigned station 3.5105.

Upon completion of sortie by Task Group 50.15, Tasgk Groups
58,2, 58.9 and 50.15 concentrated tactically and sed course 2559 (T}
for fueling rendezvous 29 00' S and 157° 00' X prier to commence-
ment of operations in sccordance with @omCenPac Operation Plan
CEN 8-~Li, dated 21 March 1944, Serial 00059. Flan effective on
rec eipt . )

Ship in Condition of Readiness Il modified to coamply with
exlsting situation. Alrceraft in Condition of Resdlness 8, Materisal
Condition of Readiness Yoke set and Radar Silence 5. All boilers
on line in readiness for full power.

23 March 194k

0800 Position ' 1200 Bnsition 2000 Position
Lat. 50 05.5% N. 49 10.5' N 2° 24.1' N.
Long. 167° 15.0' E. 166° 51,0 B, _ 165© 30.6' B,

Steeming as bhefore in company with Task Group 58.9 enroute
in company with Task Groups 58.2 and 50,15 to fueling rendezvous
prior to commencement of operations in accordance with ComCenPac
Qperetion FPlan no, CEN 8-44. Carriers in company maintaining
combat and anti-submarine petrols during daylight hours for this
task group. At 1844 U.S.S. IZARD left formation to investigate
sound contact. O.T.C. meneuvered formation clear of area of
contact at high apeed. When clear of area resumed base course
2550 {7}, At 1900 set clocks back one hour to conform with zone
#13 time. 1929 Chenged fleet course to 240° (7).,

25 March 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat, 0% 46.0' N, o0 J2.2' H. 00 52.0' 3,
Long. 162° 38.0" E, . = 161° 13.4' E. 159° 43.2' E.

Steaming as before., 0000 Set the clecks éhead 24 hours to
zone ~11 (Love} time and date. At 0112 had surface contact at 046°

S | (48)
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{T), distence 33,000 yards, believed to be U.S.S5. PHELPS and U.3.8.

.'.. Fo,o-
..\\'-'-\ 3 '
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IZARD returning to disposition after working over a sound contact  <-.. "=

made on previous afternoon. Course 241° {(T), speed 33 knots. At
0221 sarface contact now bearing 061° (T), 25,000 yards on course
2250 (7}, speed 21 knots, and. joining disposition., Carriers main-
tained eir combat air and anti-submerine patrols throughout the
daylight hours. At 0830 unidentified aireraft reported by carrier
pearing 105° {7}, 135 miles, closing. Fighters vectored out to
intercept. Unidentified aireraft closed te 90 miles and then
turned away. Possibly made contmct and reported our position.

At 20L0 observed light on horizon bearing 1959 (T}, 2135 U.s.8.
S0UTH DAKOTA reported surface contact 055° {T), distance 23 miles.
2332 U.5.S5. NEW JERSEY reported surface contact bearing 302° (T),
distance 8 miles.

26 Mareh 194k

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 22 03.5' 3, 10 57,71 8, 192 39.8' g,
Long. 156° L0.0' E. 1559 53.4" E, 1540 22.2' E.

Stearing as before. At 0220 sufface contact of about four
ships bearing 124° (T}, distence 42,000 yards, probably task groups
34.7 and 34.8 procesding to fumling rendezvous. At daylight rendez-
voused with Tesk Unit 34.7.1 and formed fueling disposition 5-Fox
on base course and axis 285° (T) at fueling speed & Knots. Tankers
at center in line of bearing normal to base course. Destroyers on
bent line screen 3,000 yards shead of tankers. Unfueled CA's on
starboard beam of tankers at intervals of 2,000 yards. BB's in
line of bearing normal to course 2,000 yards astern of tankers.
Faeled cruisers and carriers 2,000 yards estern of BB'g, Unfueled
carrier between tanker and sound screen., Ships not fueling
zlg-zag independently. Conducted machine gun practices astern of
- disposition using Kingfishers as {towling planes, by divisions, in
following order: BatDiv 8, 9, CruDlv 4, and carriers. ZEgzch firing
unit allowed two-hour period. While firing during first period
furnished towing services to destroyer screen. Provided services
for carrier firing during afternoon. At 1415 U,.5.3. MEADE made
attack with depth charges on submarine contact bearing 148° (1),
distance 19,000 yards. U.S.8. MEADE reported two more good contacts
and remsined in area to search. 1500 Fueling operations completed.

(49)
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Tankers left formation and proceeded independently. Hecovered
sireraft and commenced forming cruising disposition 5-Roger on iy Y,
course 285° (T), axis 0759 (7). TU.3.3. MASSACHUSETTS in station n
3,5105, 1805 U.%.S. PCRTLAND reported unidentified ailreraft ’
1940 (T), distance ki miles; possible land-based search plane.

At 2100 changed course to 3050 {T). 2330 Radar surface target

1050 (T), distance 21 miles, course of contact 2960 (T) at 16

knots.

Armunition expended'for machine gun praecilce:

637 cartridges, 40 MM
2,234 cartridges, 20 1M,

27 march 3914,21

080C Fosition 1200 Tosition 2000 Tosition
Lat. = 00 35,6' S, 00 19.6' S. 00 07.5' 3.
Tong. 1510°23.87 B, 1500 22,1' E. 1480 36,L' E,

Steaming as before. At 0837 commenced changing statiouns
to conform with Task Group Commander 58.3 formation 5-Roger.
MASSACHUSETTS assigned station 4.5320 as signalled by Commander -
Task Group 58.. U.35.8. LEXIRGTON in station 1.5090 as guide., A4t
1219 Task Group 58.3 consisting of the U.S.8. YORKTOWN, U.S.9,
LANGLEY, U.8.9. PRINCETON, U.S.S. CANBERRA, U.S.8. S8AN JUAN, U.S.S8.
MAURY, U,S.S. CRAVEN, U.S.S. GRIDLEY, U.S.S. McCALL, U.S.S. CASE,
U. 3.8, STANLEY, U.S.8. AUSBURNE, U.S.S8, DYSON, U.S5.3. CONVERSE,
U.2.8. SPENCE, and U.S.85. THATCHER jJjoined up and took assigned
stations in formation 5~Roger. Gulde in U.8.8. YORKTOWN in forma-
tion canter bearing 215° (T}, distance 4,500 yards, courss 2859 (T),
and axis 075° (7). 1209 Rear Admiral GINDER, U.S3. Navy, in U,.S.8.
YORKTOWN. assumed tactical command of Task Group 58.3. Task Group
58.9 now dissolved, DesRon AO detached to report to Task Group
Commander of 58.1. . '

Tagk Group Organization

 Carrier Tagk Group Three {Task Group 58.3)

arrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5) -- Rear Admiral GINDER e

YORKTOWN (P} (Afr Group 5) -

IEXINGTON (¥F) {Alr Group 16} (CTF 58, Vice Admiral MITSCHER)
 LANGIEY (&4ir Group 32)

PRINCETON (4&ir Group 23) .

® (50) ‘ &
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Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1) -- Vice Aduiral IEE

Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) -- Vice Admirel IEE

&

BatDiv 8 {Temp.) -~ Rear Admiral DAVIS

U, 8. 8. MASSACHUSETTS (F)
U.S.8. NORTH CAROLINA (FF)

Batliv G =~ Rear Admiral HANSQON

7.9.9. SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
- U.8.8. ALABAMA

Cruisers (Task Unit 58.3,.13) -~ Rear Admiral OLDENDORF

U.8.8. LOUISVILLE (F)
U.3. 2. PORTLARD
U.2,8. INDIANAPOLIS
UV.3.3. CANBEREA
U.S8.8. SAN JUAN

Seresning.Unit {Task Unit 58.3.L4) -~ Captain HIGGINS

DegRon 6 -~ Captain HIGGINS

MAURY (P}
CRAVEN
GRIDLEY
MeCALL
CASE

DesgDiv 28 ~- Commander BECK

BANCROFT
CALDMELL
EDWARDS
FRAZIER
MEADE

DesRon 23 -~ Corwander CAVENAGH

staNLEY . .
C.F.  AUSBURNE -
DYSCH
" CONVERSY (F) . |
T gnOER | : ! o
| (51) - /
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Tnmediate superior in comnand -- Vice Admiral MITSCHER in the U.S.S;i o
IFXTNGTON, Commander Task Force 38. e By,

During daylight hours the three carrier task groups were
formed in compliance with ComfenPac despabteh end Operation Flan
1o, CEN 8-4Lk and formed Flest Cruising Disposition 5-Tars. Received
Officer Messenger mall from U.3.3. MEADE,

28 Harch 1944

0800 Fosition 1200 Fosition 2000 Fosition
Lat. Q0 37,8Y N, 0% 38.9' N. 00 L5.7' N,

Long. 1450 19.3" E. 1440 34,6 E. . 1420 38.4" E.

Steaming as before. At dawn commenced fusling operations,
topping off all destroyers, in formation 5-Roger at speed 10 knots
on course 2750 {T). Ships not fueling zig-zag independently on
station. Delivered the following fuel at 60° ¥.:

U.S,8. BANCROFT -~ 25,390 gallons
U.S.8. CALDWELL -~ 30,015 gallous
7.5.8., DYSON -~ 32,625 gallons

Time for fueling 0723 to 1002. Fueling operation for formation
completed at 1015, At 1126 changed station to station assigned
in Commander Task Group 58.3 Operation Order No. G6-LL dated '
27 March 1944. U.S.S8. HASSACHUSETTES assigned to s tation 4L.5040,

Received Officer_ﬁassenger'mail from the U.S.8. CALDWELL.

C At 1420 U.S.8. LEXINOGTON reported unidentified aireraft
bearing 288C {T), distance 45 miles. At this time A.8.P. was
having trouble with "weak lights" resulting in numerous uniden-
tified aircraft reports, 0.7.C. changed formstion to 5-Vietor-
Dog. 7VU.S.S8. MASSACHUSETTS stationm 4030. Course 275°% (T) and
axis 0759 (T). 'Ship went to Alr Defemse stations and set Material

‘Readiness Zebra. Unidentified aircraft intercepted by fighter
and positively 1ldentified as B-2L4, B-24 escorted by fighter to
center of formation and identified as shore based search sector
aireraft. O0.T.C. continued to exerciss task group in emergency
measures. AL 1521 formed cruilsing formation 5-Victor-Nan and

{52)
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continued emergency maneuver drill. U.%.G. WASSACHUSETTS stabticon
L.5040. 1555 Formed cruilsing formation 5-Roger. Secured from
Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness Il-Able and
Haterial Readiness Yoke. !

Aireraft placed in Condition of Readiness number nine.
At 2000 changed fleet course to 3000 (T).'
At 2335 U.S.9. McCALL, a picket, reported an unidentified

aircraft bearing 288¢ (T}, distnace 12 miles. Went to Alr Defense

stations and seb Material Readiness Zebra. Contact reported was

identified as rain cloud. Secured from Alr Defense and set Condi-

tion of Readiness II and Material Headiness Yokas.

29 Warch 1944

0800 FPosition 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 20 47.57 N, 30 16.6' N, L0 05.8' N,
Long., 139° 09.9' E. 1380 22.2' E. 1360 40.9' E.

Steaning as before enroube 1o atback point for alir bomb~
ardment of Japaness Advanced Base, Palau island, by carrier air-
craft present. Carriers maintalning ASF and CAF throughout the

daylight hours. At 0500 U.S8.3. IEXINGTON reported surface contact
1970 (T}, 30,000 yards and U,S.S8. BUNKER HILL has o atact 0460 (T),

40,000 yards, U.3.8, LEXINGTON identified BUNEER HILL contact as

two friendly destroyers. We have rain sguall on U.S8.S. LEXINGTCON

contact. TV.8.3. MELDE sent t0 investigate LEXINGTON contact and
-reported it to be & rain sgquall, 1310 U.S.8. LEXINGTON reporbed

her Tighters shot down one Japanese alrcraft, typeg "Betty". During

period 1310 to 1713 several unidentified aircraft were reported
by various ships that gsoon were identified as friendly. Several
.planes had weak recognition signels which would not show up at

* long ranges. Planes in that stathas were ordered to stay inside 10
‘miles of formation. - At 1713 ASP patrol reporbted sighting Japanese
typs "Betty" planse. TFighters were withored out znd plane immediately

“eliminated at about 35 miles 3020 from formation. 1722 Another

(53]
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Japaness aircralt type "Betty" was sighted by ASP and fighters
vectored oub., Flane was sighted bt never shot down. JILast
report fighters were still searching. Flane mores than likely
reported to base snd returned to base., 1740 Set course 2900 (T).
1523 Raid 1 designated bearing 2700 (T), 55 miles. 1944 Went to
General Quarters.  Retween 1923 and 2400 ssven raids were designated
end closed this formation. HNone of the ralds were favorable targets
for this vessel, At 1945 formed battle disposition H-Victor-¥an,
T,5.8, MASSACHUSETTS in station 4.5040. HManaevered sb various
sresds and courses o avoid attacks by placing stern to direction

of atbtack. 2053 After recovery of all alreraft O.T.0. gave orders
to open fire on good solubion in asccordance with doctrine. 2054
Cbserved gunfire from ships ahead and sighted plane on firs crossg-
ing ahead from port to starboard. Tlane crashed in water bearing
0059 {R} and immediately burst inbo flames. From 2120 to 2140
observed sporadic gunfire from Task Groups 58.1 and 58.2. 2240
Unidentified alrecraft observed passing overhead FTrom starboard to
port. Attacks completed and remaining aircraft btracked on course
for-base at Palav -tsland, Set Condition One-~Easy and katerial
Condivion Yoke for ventilation only. Destroyer sgereen moved outb

to circle six.

30 March 1944

0800 Position 1200 Fosition © 2000 Tosition
Lat,. 59 38,37 N, . 50 L4.0T N, - 52 553" N,
long. 1340 1.6 B, 134° 30.9' E, 1359 24,27 E,

¢ Steaming ag before in formation 5-Victor-fan with destroyer
screen on cirele six en route to initial point for aérial bhombard-
ment of Pslau Island by cerrier based planes. This is "Eing Day™,
At 05635 carriers commenced launching initial strikes and AST and
CAF patrels, Btrikes and patrols maintained throughout the day
- in accordance with air plan conbained in ComTaskFor Cperation
Crder No, h-h4, a tobtal of six strikes per carrier task group.
Control of the alr was gained lmmedistely after first strike by VF
elrcraft. At 1Ll5 formed crdising dlsposition S5-Hoger. 1943
Went to General Quarters for dusk alert. 1945 Various reports of
unidentified aircraft, most of which were identified as friendly
aireraft returning Trom last strike., 1, 8.3, FASS.CUUSETTS ranorted
unidentified aircraft 115° (T} distance 11 miles, which cloged
formation at altitude of 20,000 feet. Flane was baken under fire

(54)
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by various sghips buat nobt brought down. AU 2036 2l friendly
rlunes rzcovared u?q C.T.C, re;ortﬁﬁ radar zereeng all cls
?aag Unide hblfi g aireralt at 3200 (T}, distunce 30 miles,
nated Rald T by LﬂXIEGTG%. 4aho Ynidentified slircraff rey
by LEXTHMGION bearing 100° {T), distance R0 mlles, designated
Rgid TI. Raid I e“t?tﬁbed Lo bs 12 to 12 planes. 2 7]
at 0810 (T distance 9% miles, and comsists of 3 io lanes
ing fast., 2048 Raid IT broken up inbto bthres parts, Hald TI
080° (T}, 73 miles; Raid IT-B at 0950 (T) 1L miles, #ald IX
rassed under stern at distance of 1% miles and baken under
éecoadarv ﬁ“ter" 20L9 wn1u0ﬁblfi°d aireraft at 3050 (T),

miles and C15% (7)), 7 miles and 15 miles. 2107 T.48.3. ALEB
ravorted possibles vse of wliadows at 0100 (T}, 30 alles. it
Raid 1V desisnated atb “dﬁo (7)), 24 miles; two planes. 2117 Haid

TIT at 098° (7)), 17 ailes 2143 Haid TTI closing 0700 (7}, 16
milss., 2125 Raid IV 010u1nf at 040° (T} 9 miles Tourned Lo soubh-
ward and theu nortiward st 2126 and closing at “’50 (T}, & miles.
2133 Haids IIT and IV liminzted by gunfirs by Task Grouy 58.2.

21L5 Haid T at 0520 (T) 45 miles. Raid I never. closed formation

and may have acted as tracking plane directlng attscks. 2146,

Raid VII designated at 120° (7)), 460 miles. 2148 Raid V now. at

1059 (T, 8% miles. Haid V closed to 0400 {T) 5 miles and turned-
north., 2207 R4%d VITI closed formation and uveed windows, Jaused
tracking director equiped =ith FD k. TV radar to becone confused
ag o true pilps to follow, Tse of windows easily ildentifled and

not effective against search radar puf geve some trovble Lo Tire
cantrol radars in obizaining r;od soiutlon. hgricd tendency to

iag behind and stay on wiadow., Raid VITI oaoFU with Raid VIT and
these turned to northward and at 2345 was 315° (T), 30 miles, headad
or base. Abttacks zprarently comsleted and raids traciked procesd-
ing to base Jering the sttacks the formation was in Wattle Toroa-
tion 5- Vlctor—“un The foreaslon was zanevversed at hlgh speeds
and smergency turn signals by ths 0.7.3. to lkeso sttacking raids
astern of the f?wmition. For complete details of the action see
Sommanding 0:ifleer!s Actlon Tevort BB59/49/416-3/, secrot serial
quA, dated ¥pril §, 1944. smunition expended: ' '

"‘J

.19 ojectiles 57/38 ¢al, A4 Jowusmon with k., 32 fuze:
. .‘.-Ou HH = 22
ot T -- 73
Tot V. ~= 24
11G charges 5%/35 eal. flashless:
05 SPDN 3967
SDN 35L7
38 STBY 5274,

; - (5§ )
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BB59/A12-1/A16-3/ U.8.8. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ane

WAR DIARY
31 March 1944

0800 Position 1200 Fogition 2000 Position
Lat. 7° 51,.6' N. 79 57,97 N, 7° 08.4' N.
Long, 136° 22.8' B. 136° 27.4' E. ©137° 30.1' E.

Steaming as before, proceeding to northward with Task Group
£8.2 in fleet disposition 5-William to attack point for King plus

g

One Day operations agalinst Pelau Island by Task Groups 58.2 and 58.3.

Task Group 58.1 proceeding independently for operations asgainst

Yap Island on King Flus One Day. Task Group 58.3 in formation
5-Victor-Nan with destroyer screen on circle six, course 040° (T),
speed 16 knots, zig—zagging. At 0318 U.5.3. IEXINGTON reported
surface contact at 346° (T), 52,000 yards 8nd smplified at 0333

to bear 344° (T}, distance 23 miles. ZEvaluated to be Blue subme-
rine on station east of Palau Island. Course of contact 206° (T},
speed 10. 'This contact was never on U.S.3. MASSACEHUSETTS radar .
sereens. At 0507 Task Group 58.2 reported surface comtact 102° (T),
35,000 yards on course 300° (T), speed 15 knots. Two destroyers
dispatelied by 58.2 to investigate. Contact was identified as
Japanese AK (small) and was destroyed by gunfire. 0606 Lookoutvs
reported AKX on fire and sinking. 0654 U.S.S. LEXINGTON launched
night fighters. (700 Commenced King plus One Day operations
againgt Palau Island., By 0740 four raids were designated between
formation and objective. Fighter strike ordered to intsrcept

en route to target. None of the raids closed the formatioen. AL

. 0751 formed battle formstion 5-Vietor-Nean. Strikes in air ordered

not to proceed to target until situation cleared. Strikes ordéred
in to target area at 0801l. A%t 0829 set Readiness Conditlon I-Easy.
Carriers maintalning strikes, ASP and CAP as scheduled. 1400

" U.S8.5. MASSACHUSETTS assumed rescue plane duty during absence of

U.3.8. ALABAMA planes on a rescue mission. 1510 Set Condition of

Readiness 1I-Able. 1555 Carrier operations for King plus Oné Day.

completed. Commenced retirement to rendezvous with Task Group

£8.1 and thence to attack polant for King plus 2 Day operations

egainst Woleal Island. 1608 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger.
1946 went to General Quarters for dusk alert. At 2003 formed

Battle formation 5-Vietor-Nan. 2200 Unidentified aircraft reported

(58)
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at 335° (T), 35 miles, course 260 (T), speed 180 knots, and faded % ?

from screen at 310° {7}, 4O miles. Plane on course headed for
Palau Island. 2225 Set Condition of Readiness I-Essy. Secreen
ordered out to ecircle six by 0.T.C.

Submitted:
D, CARLSON,
Commenger, U.S. Navy,
Navigator.
Approved: . = o
o oo j ey _,/)f,fé}”zf{
T. L. RUDDXCK, _
Captain, U,S. Navy,
Commanding
Copy to:
CinCPec
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| U 5 MASSACHUSETTS 60/anc
CONFIDENTIAL ég‘DIAR
| 1 April 1944
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
" Lat. 69 39,4 N. . 6% 26.0' N. 50 04.0! N.
Long. 141° 27.9' E, 1420 28.5' E. 1440 11.8% E.

Steaming in compeny with Task Foree 58, U.S.S. MASSACHU-
- SETTS assigned to Task Group 58.3 (Carrier Task Group), organi-
zation as follows:

Carrier Task Group Three {Task Group 58.3)
(8} Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5} -- Rear Admiral GINDER

YORKTORN (F) {Air Group 5) N
LEXINGTON (FF) ' iAir Group 16){CTF 58, Vice Admiral”. .
LARGLEY Alr Group 32) MITSCHER) cqs
PRINCETON (Air Group 23} )

- AN

{b) Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1) -~ Vice Admirsl LEE

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12)

BatDiv 8 (Temp,) -- Rear Aduirel DAVIS

U.S.S. MASSACRUSETTS (F)
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA (FF)

fﬁzzildiwzfﬁf

BatDiv 9 =~ Rear Admiral HANSON

U.3.8. SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
U.8.S. ALABAMA

- {2) Cruisers (Task Unit 58.3.13) -~ Rear Admiral OLDENDORF

LOUISVILLE (F)
PORTLAND
INDIANAPOLIS
CANBERRA.
SAR JUAN

TZSSSE“.ME“ ) - |
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(¢) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.3.4) -- Captain Higgins

DesRon 6 -- Captain Higginé
MAURY GRIDLEY
CRAVEN MeCALL

CASE

DegDiv 28 ~- Commander BECK
BANGROFT - EDWARDS
CALDWELL FRAZIER

MEADE

.DgsRon 23 -~ Commander CAVENAGH

STANLEY CONVERSE (F)
C. F. AUSBURNE SPENCE

DYSON - THATCHER

ResrAdumiral GUNDER, U.S. Navy, Task Group Commander in U.S.S.
YORKTOWN. Immediate Superior in Command, Vice Admiral MITSCHER
in U.3.8. LEXINGTON, Commander Task Force 58.

Task Group en route to lnitial point for air bombardment

of Woleal Island by combined Task Force 58. At 0629 U.S.S.
NASSACHUSETTS relieved U.5.5. ALABAMA of plene rescue duty,
planes on readinesg of 15 minutes' notice throughout the day.
- Carriers commenced launching initial strikes, ASP and CAF

patrols. Maintained continuous flow of strikes toward the
target. 0955 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger, having been
in bvattle formation 5-Victor-Nan carried over from 31 March
1944 . MASSACHUSETTS in station L.5040 on axis 0759 (T), course
1309 (T). Made various courseg and speeds to conform with
flight operations. 1027 U.S5.3. CONVERSE reported and investi-~
gated object in weter bearing 008° (T), distance 5 miles.
Object was small Japanese boat with two ocecupaats, who were
nade prisoners of war and boat sumk. 1156 U.S.S. CABOT and

alrcraft over target area reported sighting 16 Japenese aireraft,

type "Betty". 1159 Formed battle formation 5-Vietor-Nan.
Went to Air Defense stations end set Materiel Condition Zebra,
Alrcraft in target area reported fighter shooting down

(59}
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Japanese glircraft that were airborne. 1325 U.S5.5. NORTH CAROCLINA -
left station with Y.5.3. CASE, MeCALL, and GRIDLEY as screening .. .

vegsels to fuel U.3.3. STANLEY, who was low on fuel. Screens
ordered cut to circle six by C.T.C. 1354 Set Condition of
Readiness II-Able as imminence of an air attack improbable. _
1428 U,.5.8. NORTH CAROLINA and destroyers regesined formation and
took up o0ld assigned stations. 1519 Operations against Woleal
Island completed. Commenced retirement to scuthward to fueling
rendezvous and to base to eastward. Set fleet course 1600 (T},
Speed 22 knotg. 1920 Set condition of rader silence #3.
Carriers have radar guard duties. Secured from plane rescue
duty at sunset. ‘ _ _

2 April 1944

0800 FPosition 1200 Posgltion 2000 Pogltion
Lat. 10 34,0' N, 09 38.5' N. 0% 17.3' N,
Long. 1&50 24.9' E. 146° 09.7' E. O 147C 25.7 R,

Steaming as before, retiring to base after serial bomb-
ardment of Palau, Yap, and Wolesl Islands, on fleet course
166° (T} at fleet speed 22 knots. 0808 Formed cruising forma-
tion 5-Roger. 1051 U.5.5. NORTH CAROLINA reported unidentified
gireraft at 240° (T), 94 miles, and later identified as friendly.
1024 Changed fleet course to 1309 (T). 1204 Commenced fueling
operations in formation 5-Roger on fueling course 105° (T} at
fueling speed 10 knots, Vessels not engaged in fueling des-
troyers zig-zag on station independently. Delivered to the
below listed vessels the quantity of fuel indiceted, at 60° F,

U.8.8. CASE -~ 71,410 gallons
U.5.5., FRAZIER -- 87,390 gallons
U.S5.S5, CALDWELL -~ 89,980 gallons.

1905 Fukling operstions completed. Changed fleet course to
100° (T} and fleet speed to 16 knots, 2240 U,S.8, CONVERSE
reported possible submarine contact and 10st contact at 2255.

3 April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 0° 10.6' s. 0° 20.1* 5. . 09 36.8' 8.
Long. 150° 11.2' E, 151° 07.8' E, 158° 04.2' E.

> | (60)
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Steaming as before, retiring to base after aserisal bombard-émj§%j\

ment of Falau, Yap, and Woleal Islandg., Numerous unidentified

airecraft reported throughout the day, sll identified as friendly.
Weather generally overcast throughoul the day., Carriers main-

tained CAP and ASP patrol until sbout 1500, when all planeg were
rechiled due to weather front., Remalned in weatherfront for

the rest of the day.
L April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
" Lat. - 1° 10.0' 8. 19 11.0' S. 0° 08,0' S.
Long. 156° 15.7' E, 1569 L4.7' E. 1580 18.2' E.

Steaming as before, retiring to base ai Majurc Atoll,
Marshall Islands, after aerial bombardment of Palau, Yap, and
Woleal Islands. Remained in weather fronf{ throughout the day.
Due to weather, CAP and ASP patrols were grounded. O848
Changed course to 090° (P). 1200 Changed course to 060° (T),
Fleet speed throughout the day 17 knots and zig-zagging using
plan 6 during daylight period.

5 4pril 1944 (Zest Longitude Date)
QBCO Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position

Lat., 10 32.2' N.) 29 03.0' N,)_ _ 30 g6.0' N.)
Tong. 1660 42.7' E.)5T1610 28.0" E.)EP+1630 18,8+ £.)% P

Steaming as before, retiring tc base at Majuro Atoll,
Maershall Islands, aftep aeriel bombardment of Palau, Yap, and
Woleal Islands. Overcast weather with freguent line squalls

gersisted throughout the day. All sireraft grounded due to
ncertain weathér., No navigational observationg possible

throughout the day., 1830 Changed course to 050° (T}, 1946
Changed course to 0550 {7},

5 April 1944 {West Longitude Date)

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. Lo 46,0" K. 50 21.,9' N, 6° 33.8' N,
Long. 165° 38.9' B, 166° 34.6' E, 167° 54.3' E,

& . | ' - {61}
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Steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll,
Marshall Islends, after merial bombardment of Paleu, Yap, and
Woleal Islands. Weather continued overcast until about 1400,
when obwervetlons of the aun were poasible. All aireraft
continued to he grounded throughout the day. At G000 édhanged
time and date to correspond to that of zone £12. At 0900
commander Task Force 50 dlrected task group commanders to
proceed to port 1ndependent1g, order of entry 58.2, 58.3, and
58.1. Changed course to 0LOY (T). 1430 Changed course to
035° {T). 1505 Chenged course to 0300 (T). 1700 Changed course
to 075¢ (T).

6~7 April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Positioh 2000 Pogition
Lat. 7° 26.7" N. Entering and at anchor in Berth 76,
Long. 1700 36.8' E. - Majoro Atoll, Marshall Islands.

Steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll,

Marshall Islands group, after aerial bombardment of Ralau, Yap,
and Woleasi Islands. Carriers launched aircraft for ASP, relieved

by battleship alrcraft when entry into port was ordered at
0;00. Order of entry, carrliers, battleships, crulsers, and
destroyers. Recovered alrcraft upon enchoring. Conducted
test of Mark 32-10 fuzes, expending the following ammunition:

2, ppojectiles 5"/38 cal. AA Com. Mk. 35 with a Mk. 32 fuze.
21, charges, 5"/38 caliber: '
10 S L 7Ls |

9 SPD 4977
1l SFD 4937.

At 1219 passed channel entrance buoys abeam to port and sterboerd,
- proceeding on various courses at various speeds approaching
anchorage. At 1313 anchored in Berth 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshaell
Jeland Group. Set the port war watch and normal port routine,
Material Condition X-ray during daylight hours and Yoke during
the hours of darkmess. Ship placed &n six hours'! readlness for
getting underway. HRadar guard duty as assigned by ComBgtFac,
Senior Officer Present Afloet is ComCenPec in U.S.5. NEW JERSEY.
SC0PA administrative is ComSerRon TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE, Commenced
routine schedule of ship's maintenance and repair, training and
recreatlion of personnel, Commenced readiness for sea routines.

At 1842 U.S.S. SARANAC ceme alongside to starboard and commenced

—_————

© DECLARSIFED -

Ze

NAA, Do

G481

Athaitty
b


www.tinyurl.com/slover

'BB59/A12~1/A16w2/ U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahe
GONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY

delivering fuel at 1905. At 2318 completed fuellng, having
received 1,308,342 gallons of burnable fuel at 60° F,

On 7 April U.S.5. SARANAC cleared starboard side, fuel-
ing operations having been completed. Commenced provigioning
ship to required 90 day supply. Ship placed onr 24 hours'
readiness for getting underway by CTG 58.3.

Submitted:

D. CARLSON, -
Commander, U.S. Navy,
Navigator, :

A & ey
pprove ‘%%/3%%;;iié%fpﬁﬂféééfbh7571r

Captain, U.S. Navy,
Commanding.
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II-sple, 4t 1105 placed sirecraft in Condition of Headiness 11 for 1§
Aircraft Kescue Duty. st 1517 catapulted plane 01413 for aircraft - "%y,
rescue mission, pilot Lieutenant C. C. &INGWOKIH, U.S.N., passenger. <. =3
MOUDY, L. L., &Rk le, L10-75-G8&, U.2.N.Rk., tc attempt rescue of

piiot skct down over TRUK ATOLL by asnti-sircraft fire. a4t 1712

recovered plane #01413, returned from rescue aission, having picked

ap Lieut. (Jjg} C. L. LOFTIN, U.5.N.R., 1.5 miles flortheast of

TUDOT ISLaND In the lagoon of THUK ATCLL in range of enemy anti-

aircraft betteries. 1830 &ll air strikes recovered end cperation

against TRUK completed. Commenced retirement on course OLGO (T)
~at speed 18 knots. At 1900 unidentified aireraft in vicianity

near own aircraft being recovered prior to sunset. 4t about 1914

observed alrcraft dive out of clouds on U,3.3. LEZINGTON and

release bomb and retire to westward. Bomb flee short of vessel's

port side, zbout 100 yards. oireraft taken under fire by the

T.55, LEXINGTON. U.%.5. FAS3LCHUSETTS guns could not bear on =
target., airersaft identified as a Japunese dive~bouber, type ;
"Kate" or "Valm, 1915 Went to 4Alr Defense stations and setb

Meterial Condition Zebra. U.S.3., ENTERPREISE launched two night

fighters which proceeded Lo TRUK area. it 2034 set Condition

- of Readiness Il and Naterial Condition Yoke. 4t 2119 changed

course to 090° (T}). .t 2140 U,5.3. ¥ITERFRISE recovered two

night fighters. at 2141 changed course to 030 {T}. At 2300

changed course to 140° (T}, proceeding to ares of operations

for Dog plus two day, surface bombardment of PONAPE ISLAND bj

hattleships.
Submitted:
: g %l;RLsoCN,

Commander, V.3, Navy,
. approved: /? ;{

Ravigator,
Cappain, U.5. havy, —
Commanding.
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8-12 April 1944

: Moored in berth #76, Darritt Anchorage, Majuro Atoll of

the MARSHALL ISLAND group. The Port War Watch is set and Material
Condition Yoke from sunset to sunrise, and Material Condition
X-ray from sunrise to sunset. The ship is in readiness for
getting underway on twenty-four hours' notice. Radar guard as
directed by ComBatPac¢. Senior Officer Present Afloat is ComCenPac
in U.3.5. NEW JERSEY, and Administrative SOPA ig ComSerRon TEN-

in the U.S5.8. PRAIRIE. U.5.3. MASGACHUSETIS assigned to lskk
Group 58,3, Task Group organigation asg follows:

Carrier Task Group Three {Task Group 58. 3)

(e} Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral Ginder

YORKTOWN (F) {Air Group 5)

LEXINGTON (FF) {Air Group 16} (CTF 58, Vice Admiral HITQCHHR)
LANGLEY (Air Group 32} .

PRINCETON {4ir Group 23)

(b} Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1), Vice Admiral LEE, Jr.
{1} Battleships {(Task Unit 58.3.12)
BatDiv & (Temporary}, Rear Admiral DAVIS

U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS (F)
U.5.3. NORTH CARCLINA (FF)

BatDiv 9 ~~ Rear Adniral HANSON

U.3.8. SO0UTH DAKOTA (F}
U.5.3. ALABANA

{2) Cruisers (58.3.13), Rear Admiral OLDENDORF

LOUISVILLE (F)
FCRTLAND
INDITANAPOLIS
CANBERRA

SAN JUAN -

(6%
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(¢) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.3.L) -- Captain HIGGINS

DesRon &6 -- Captain Higgins

MAURY
CRAVEN
MeCALL
GRIDLEY
CASE

DeghDiv 28 ~- Commander Beck

BANCRCFT {F)
CALDWELL
EDWARDS
FRAZIER
MEADRE

.ﬁesRon'zg -- Commander Cavenagh

STANLEY
C. F. AUSBURNE
DYSON

CONVERSE (F)
SPENCE
THATCHER

Task Group Commander, Rear Agmiral GINDER in U.3.3., YORKTOWN, and
Immediate Superior in Command Vice Admiral NITSCEER in U.S.S.
LEXTNGTON, Commander Task Force 58,

Ship carrying on normal port routine, upkeep, maintenance
end repair commensurate with 24 hour readiness restriction, :
Provisioning ship, teking on smmunition, stores, and fuel and

‘making all preparations for operations at sea, Carrying on routine

training and instruction of crew and granting recreation when
possible.

On 8 April at 1155, after completion of drills and personnel
and ship inspection by Captain T. D. RUDDOCK Jr., U.3.N., and
Captain W. W. WARLICK, U.S. Navy {prospective relief}, all hands
were assembled aft for change of command ceremonies., Captain

(65)
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WiR DIARY

T, D. RUDDOCK, dr., U.S. Navy, read his orders of detachment -qﬁiﬁ
BB59/P16~4/00 dated 2 April 1944, Captain W. W. WARLICK, U.S, L D
Navy, read his orders as Commanding Officer, Pac-026-wt, ' 3
PL6-3/0K, Serisl 1913, dated 31 March 1944, and relieved

Captain T. D. RUDDOCK, Jr., U.3. Navy as Commanding Officer of

the U.3.8. MASSACHUSLTTS, : :

Ca April 8, 19&4, received the following ammunition from
ComSerRon TEN: :

1722 projectiles, 5%/38 caliber, AA Common, Mk, 28
B.D, fuze,. _ :
558 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless S¥FD L%60.
184 charges 5"/38 celiber flashless, SFD 5323.

The following ammunition was transferred to ComSerRon TEN:

139 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless, SPD 4977 -- defect-
ive cases. _

On April 11, 19L4 shifted berths to conduct anti-sircraft
mechine gun practice at towed sleeve while at anchor during
forenoon and 5"/38 caliber practice at towed sleeve during after-
noon. Returned to regular anchorage, berth #76, at 1653. Expended

the following asmmunition: .

2,267 cartridges, LO MM,
4,350 cartridges, 20 MM,
148 projectiles, 5%/38 caliber A4 Common Mk, 18 fuze.

149 charges 5"/38 caliber SPD 474L7.

On 12 April received the following ammunition from the
U.3.8. LASSEN:

148 projectiles, 4i Common Mk. 28 fuze, 5"/38 caliber.
L3 projectiles, AA Common Mk. 32 fuze, 5"/38 caliber.
© k50 charges 5"/38 caliber, SFD 5206,
360 cartridges, H.®.I., 20 MM, -

(66)
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13 April 194L | 1ﬁ§% '

1200 Fosition 2000 Position T, i

CB00 fogitiocn

70 10.8' N,

Laet, At anchor, Berth £#76, Majuro .itoll,
169° 55,5% E,

Long. Harshall Islands.

Anchored as before., 1145 Completed all preparations for
getting underwsy. A1t 1201 underway in accordance with Commander
.Task Force 58 gortie plsn and Commander Tasgk Group 58.3 sortie
plan to carry out Commnunder Task Force 58 Operation Plan no. 5-4k
dated 9 April 1944 aund Commsnder Task Group 58.3 supporting
Cperation Brder R-1-L4 deted }1 April 1944, U.3.S8. (ABSACHUSETTS
assigned to Task Group 58.3

Task Group Urganization

Carrier Task Gpoup Three (TG 55.3}

{a) Carrier Unit {Task Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral REEVES.

ENTERFPRISE (F) (£ir Group 10}

ILEYINGTON {FF} (Air Group 16)(CE®F 58, Vice Admirsl MITSCHER)
LANGLEY {Afr. Group 32) ’

PRINCETON {ilr Group 23}

{v} Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3,1), Vice admiral 1EE,

(1} Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12)

BetDiv 8 (Temporary) -- Hear admiral G. B. DAVIS.

MASSACHUSETTS {F)
NCRTH CARCLINA (¥F)

BgtDiv 9 -~ Rear Admirul i.NSON,

SOUTH DAKOTA (F)
ALLBAKA

{67)
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(2} Cruisers (Task Unit 55.3.13}, Rear admiral CLUENDORF

LOUISVILLE {¥)
FORTL.AND
CoMBERRA

¥

{¢) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58,3.4) -- Cepbsin S. R, CLARK.
DegRen 23 -~ Captain T. B. DUGAN.

DesDiv L5

CHARLES AUSBURNE (SF)
A, W. GRANT
DYSON

DesDiv 46

CONVERSE (F)
SPENCE
1A TCHER

DegRon 50

Desiiv 99

C. K. BRONSON (SF)

COTTEN ]
DORTCH

GATLING

EEALY

DesDiv 100

COGSWELL (F)
CAPERTON
INGERGOLL
KEAPP

Communder Task Group 58.3 is Rear admiral J. W. REEVES, dr., U.3.
Navy and Immediate Superior in Command Vice admiral M. . MITSCHER ,

U.3. Navy.
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WAR DIARY
At 1350 upon clesring swebpd channel formed eruising for~ . ‘iﬁ;
metion 5-Roger on course 060° (T) and axis 075° (T), U.3.S. -€§&#

MASSACHUSETTS in station 4225, At 1435 changed course to 2650 (T} ..
to proceed to station in fleet disposition 5-Tare on fleet course

2550 (T}, fleet. axis 075° (T}, at fleet speed 15 knots, Task

Group 58.73 in station #1, At 1630 in station in fleet é;sposition
5-Tare, Changed fleet speed to 18 knots.

Ship in Condition of Readiness IT-3ugar during.daylight
gand IT during durkness. MMeterial HReadiness Yoke is set. Aircraft
Readiness #9, Radar Silence 55 during daytime and §4 during dark-
ness.

U 3.5, MASSACHUSETTS end U.5.35. LEXTINGTON have radar guard
"Easy" on even days.

14 April 1944 _
0800 Tosition 1200 Position - 2000 Position

Lat. 50 13,47 N, : 50 15,07 N. - 4° 01.9' N,
Long. 167° 16.9' E. 166° 48,5 B, | 1650 23.7' E,

Steaming ag before, enroute to area to support operations

of Task Force 77. 4t 0310 changed fleet course to 2300 {T}.

During hour vefore sunrise held redar training exercise Two-Easy,
destroyer acting as target vegsel. At 10L& formed battle formation
5-Victor, U.S5.8. Ma3SS4&CHUSATTS in-station 4.5220, U.5.S5. ENTERPRISE
guide ot center bearing 1150 (T}, dilstance &,500 yarés, TFormation
. maneuvered for drill by O.T.C. dvriwv simulated alr dive bombing
attacks by carrier planes. 1222 Formed eruising formation 5-~Roger
on fleet course 2300 (7T}, fdrmation axis 0752 .(T), Guige in
U.3.5. ENTERPRISE bearing 120Y (T), distance 4, 000 yards., 2031
U.5.5. ENTERFVRISE reported-man.overboard. Man recovered by U.S.S.
SPENCE at 2055, 4t 21D0 set all clocks back one (1) hour to
-conform with zone £13 (Love) time with zone £12 date.

16 hpril 1944

0800 Position 1200 Fosition 2000 Position
Lat. 19 50,0 W, 1° 03.0' N, - 0913.5' W,
Long. 1620 31.1' E., ~162° 10.4* E. 160° 34.8' E,

' Steaming as-before enroute to area to support cperations

e 6s) - 15
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of Tagk Force 77. A&t 0000 put the cbocks ahead 2l hours to conform <- - >l

with zone -11 (Love) time and date. During daylignt hours carrier
gircraeft mainteining 4.85.P. snd C.a.P. At 0610 U.3.3. CONVERSE,
target vessel for surface radar tracking exercise "IIl-Easy",
rejoined formation., 0757 Formed battle disposition 5-Vietor on
course 2300 {T) and axis 075° {T) to conduct exercise 12-Charlie.
A% 1158 fired muachlne guns to starboard at gleeves towed by
carrier alreraft, 1206 Completed exercise 12~ Charlie, having
expended the following armunition:

115 cartridges, 4LO M.
379 cartridges, 20 MM (75 H,E.T. and 304 H.E.).

1221 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on fleet course 230° {T)

end formation axis 075° (T}, formation course 260° {T) to close

TF 58. 1543 Changed course to 280° (T). 1717 Changed course to
fleet course 2309 (T), formation in position in fleet disposition.
During afterncon hel d Tighter director drill, V.3.5. MaSSACHUSETTS
controlling two runs. Made one interception and drill attack plaenes
‘Teached objective on gecond run. Communications with combat patrol
very poor, possibly due to location of trdnsmitting antenna znd '
airceraft receivers. .

17 April 194k

| 0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat, 19 15,1' 9, 1° 18.5' 8. 0° 45.6' 3,
Long. 157° 46.1' E. 156 51,0 E, 1540 L6.3" E.

Steaming as before enrcute to area to support operatlons
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining b.a P, and 4.5.P. during
daylight hours. Owserving radar silence #L during darkness and
radar silence #5 during daylight. 051% changed fleet course t¢
280° (T}, At 0847 formed battle formation 5-Victor to conduct
exercise 12«A, machine gun practice. 1025 Sighted friendly PBY
type plane, probably search plane from MUNDA, New Georgia Ishahd,
bearing 240° (T}, on southerly course., 1121 Formed cruising
disposition 5= Roger‘on completion of kxercise 12-A. During
afternoon, battleships meintained A.5.P. patrol with each ship

(70) : . | --'!Lk
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launching one eircraft at 1210 and 1510, Mede alrcraft recoveries
by Dog method at 1525 and 1820,

At 1506 formed battle formation 5-Victor to conduct Exercise
112=-A, 1707 Commenced opening out on guide, maintaining present
bearing 115° (T), to fire machine guns. U.S.S. PORTLAND shot down
last available gleceve, Bxercige 12-4 completed for the day. 1743

Formead cruising formation 5-Roger on fleet course 280° {T) at fleet

speed 17 knots. At 1830 set all clocks back one {1} hour to
conform with zone -10 (Ying) time.

18 April 1944

0800 FYosition 1200 Position 2000 ¥osition
Lat, 00 09.8' S, 0° 07.1' N, - 09 16.0' N.
Long. 151° 34.6' E, 1500 31.0' E. 14,8° 48,0 E.

Steaning as before enrcoute to area to support operaticns
of Task Force 77. COCarriers meintaining A4.8.P. and C.A.P. during
daylight hours. bhip observing raedar gilence #4 during darkness
and radar silence #5 during daylight. At 0644 left station in
formation 5-Roger and cleared screen. to fire machine guns at
towed sleeve, Exercise 12-A, 0713 Completed Exercise 12-4, having
expended the following ammunition:

565 cartridges, 40 MM AA Common Mk. 1.
1,532 cartridges, 20 MM, H.E.
383 cartridges, 20 MM, H.E.T,

Resumed station in formation 5-Roger.

At 1135 launched one |1} aircraft for antl submarine patrol
and recovered by the Dog method at 1452,

At 1403 sighted unit of Task Unit 50 17 de31gnated to fuel
Tagk Group 58.3,

AL 1519 U.3.8. QLABAMA reported unidentified surface con-
tuct besring 2430 {T) at 41,000 yards, later identified &s carrier
and escorts from-Task Group 58.1. 4t 1634 U.3.S. NEOSHO, U.s.8.

{71)
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LaCKAWANNA, and U,5.5. NESHANTIC joined formation and teok stations _FSx
assigned at center. U.S5.5. HEGSHO designated gulde at fleet center.ﬂqkﬁb‘ ,
Carriers shifted toc new gtations in meodified formation 5-Roger ST T
with takkers present. i

One unidentified aircraft during the day, which#approached
formgtion to about 70 miles., Fighters from U,.3.3. LANGLEY vectored
out gnd sighted aircraft but unable to close, Lstimate disposition

not sighted.

Zasther during the day generailv overcest with frequent
showers and pessing througn heavy rain squalls,

19 April 1944

. Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining A.S.P. and C.A.P. during
daylight hours. Kkader Silence 5 in effect during daylight and
radar silence L in effect at night. 0345 C,.T.G. 58.1 reported
three unidentified aircraft bearing 333° (T}, distance 61 miles,
71 nmiles from U.3.3. MASSACHUSETTS, U.S8.3. HORNET of T.G. §6.1
launched two night fighters. Alrcraft desligneted as Rald I,
Went to Alr Defense statlons at 0405, <«ircraft continued to close
formation with no friendly identification. Night fighters vectored
out and made contact and identified plane as friendly "Black Cat®
PBY Catalina. after interception and gunfire by 58.1 aircraft
showed proper identification., Planes were night patrols returning
to base on course 1500 (T) in direction of SEEADLER HARBOR, Admiral-
ty Islands, 0613 Formed fueling formation 5-Fox, bent line screen
ahesd, followed by cruiser station unit, fueling unit, battleship
unit, and carrier unit with 2,000 yards distance between uniis,
Units not fueling zig-zagging independently. Fueling course 090°
(T} af fueling speed 10 knots, Ships fueled were CA's, CVL's and
DD's, 1150 Fueling exercise completed. U.8.,3. KEOSHC, U.3.5.°
LACKAVWANNA, and U.S.3. KESHANTIC cleared formation and proceeded
ag previouely directed. Formed crulising formation 5«Love on
course 290° {T} and axis 0759 (T). CDuring afternoon exercised

. Task Group in srufsce engagement, deploying from formation 5-iove

" into Battle Dispogition Able-l from U.S.F. 10-4. 1315 U,5.8
BATAAN fighters intercepted and shot down one enemy alrcruft
type "Betty", 1457 Completed surface engagement exercise,

S
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Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on course 090° {(7) and formation ;E&%n

axis 075° {T). 1543 Changed fleet course to 275° {T) und changed
fleet speed to 18 knots.

20 april 194k

0800 Fosition 1200 Position - 2000 Fosition
Lat, - 1© 19,7' N, 10 22.7' K. 10 534" W.
Long, 145° L8,.5' E. 143° 02.7" E, 140° Ll 5 E.

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations
of Task Force 77. Cerriers in compeny maintaining 4.3.F. and
C.4.P. during the daylight hours. Radar silence F4 in effect
during darkness anéd radar silence %5 during daylight hours, At 0623
commenced topping off destroyers in formation. 5-Roger on fleet
eourse 275° (T) at fleet speed 10 knots and completed fueling
operetions at 0912, having fueled five destroyers. The U.5.S.
FRaZIER had difficulty remaining slongside, as she lost both hose
lines after receiving them the first time. OUn the second attempt, .
the forward fuel hose was destroyed beyoné repair. Completed the
fueling on the after hose. Until more hosge ig obtained, can only
fuel with the after hose on the starboard side, Delivered the

following fuel to the ships indicated at 60° F,:

U.8.5. MeCALL 16,175 gallons,
103030 CIH&VEN . lO ?51 gdllons«
U335, MEADE lb , 590 gallons, -
U.5.5., BURNS 14,505 gallons.

" U.S.3. FRAZIER 7,958 gallons,

At 0957 U.5.53. ENTERPRISE reported an unidentified aircraft bear-
ing 315° (T}, distence 50 miles and at 1012 U.3.S. COYPENS reported
her fighters had shot down one |1} Japanese aireraft, type "Betty”.
At 1036 changed fleet speed to 15 knots and commenced forming

fleet disposition 5-William, fleet course 2750 {T), Tleet axis 000°
{(T). 1052 U.S.S. CANBERRA reportéd sighting a subuarine periscope
1,000 yards on her starboard beam. uset Material Condition Zebra

and executed emergency turn to 0350 (T). Contact proved to be
fadse, floating log, resumed fleet course and set Material Condition
Yoke., Rotated the formation axis to 000° {T)}. a4t 1120 changed

{73) _' | | n
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fleet speed to 20 knots, commencing final run to objective, HULBOLT .
BAY, Wew Guinea. AL .12C0 changed fleet course to 2850 (T}, at ¥

60/ahe.

1940 changed course to 1859 {T)., &t 2130 Chaenged course to 180° {(T).

21 april 1944

a

0800 Positson 1200 FPosition 2000 Yosition
Lat, 1° 28.9' s, ' - 19 15,6 8. 19 32,4 8.
Long. 1409 2,.0' E. 1409 49.7' E. 140° 50,6 E,

Steaming as before, making final approach to conduct
preliminary air bombardment of Japanese WADEE ISLaND Air Bese,
HOLLANDIA Air Base, and shore installations in preparation of

landing assault by Task Force 77 on D-day, 22 ipril
pre-dawn strikes delayed due to unfavorable weather,

1944. Initisl
£t 0655 weather

cleared and all strikes were launched and air plan for day carried
out as planned. U.,S.3. MaASSACHUIETTS conformed to movements of
carriers 1n leunching and recovery of aircraft throughout the

day, meking various courses and speeds, At 1806 all air strikes
by Task Group $8.3 completed for D - 1 day. At 18L6E set course
3300 {T) at 18 knots for retirement during the early night and

to. avoid interception of Task Force 77.

22 &Lpril 1944

0800 TFosition 1200 Fosition 2090 Tosition
Lat, 1° 22.3'. 3, 10 19.9' 8. 1° 40.2' s,
Long. 1407 33,5' K, 1400 54.87 . 140° 54,0' E.

Steaming as befo}e in areu to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY,

Netherlands New Guinea, in support of operations of

Task Force 77,

a landing at dawn this date, D~day, 22 Lipril 1944, at Humbolt

Bay and TANAH MERAH BAY, Metherlands New Guinea, Carrier aireraft
to support operaticns as directed by Task Force 77 throughout the
dey. Commencing st 0618 carriers commenced launching aircraft

for scheduled operations and to maintain ASP and CAP throughout

the daylight hours. At 0602 assumed seaplane rescue duty, At

1100 U.5.5. ALABAMA end U.5.3. SOUTH DEKOTA left formation esmcorted

{74)
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by U.S.8. CAPERTON and TU.S5.3. INGERSOLL to fuel destroyers of .
Task Group 58.1. 1647 U.S.:3, SCUT. DAXKOTA and U.S.3. ALABAHA B
and escorts rejoined formation, detached duty completed. At -
1653 commenced fueling operations in formation 5-Roger on course
3350 (T) at 10 knots, BatDiv BIGHT fueling unit. 1828 completed
fueling operations, having delivered the fuel indicated at 60°

F. as follows:

U.S.8. KNAPP 139,306 gallons
U.3.3. COGSWELL 56,480 gellons,

Alreraft operations for D-day coapleted. Cormenced retirement
course 3350 (T} at speed 18 knots, reversing course toc 180° (T)
at 0130 to be on station for Dog £ 1 day operations in support
of Tagsk Force 77. Task Group 58.1 retired to fueling area at

sunget.
23 April 1944

1

0800 Yosition 1200 Fosition : 2000 Positicn
Lat. 10 4h.2' 8. 19 57.8" g, 10 27.0' S,
Long, 14L0° 28.9' E, 1409 12.5% E, 1409 18,1* E.

Steaming ag before in area to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY,
Netherlands New Guinea, in support of operations of Task Force 77,
occupying the HOLLANDIA Area, New Guinea, retiring during the
early night, changing course to southward to be in position for
.8trikes at dawn on D £ 1 day. Teck Force 58.1 operating independ-
‘ently retiring to fueling area for fueling operations. airecraft
carriers magintained #3F and CAP throughout the daylight hours,
augmented by aircraft froam BatDiv 9. Steamlng at various courses
and speeds throughout the day in support of znd conforming to
carrier operations. 1905 U.S.5. ALLBAMA reported unidentified
aireraft bearing 320° (T), distance 30 miles, 1%06 Unidentiried ‘
ajreraft bearing 190° (T}, distance 27.5 miles. Jient to air
-Defense gstations in preparation for a possible air attack, 1907
Formed battle forpation 5-Victor in course 010° (T}, axis 000° (T),
- U.S.35. MASSACHUSETTS in station 4,5225, 1916 V.3.S. LEXINGTON
launched cne night fighter. Unidentified aireraft tracked to-

-548/3,
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HUMBOLT. BAY area. 1924 Observed gunfire on horizon bearing 120° ’;@gﬁ '1
b

{T), poasibly from Task Group 58.2 retiring to fueling area,
having left disposition at sunset. Enemy aircraft retired to "
wegtward after attack on shore installations. 2142 Formed cruis~ *fwé%ﬁﬁ L
ing formation 5-Roger on base course 340° (T}, axis 000° (7}, g
U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS in station 2335. 21&& Secured from Alr
Defense, and set Condition of Reudiness I1I. Commenced retirement
to northwest to return to area of operatioas to westward (WADKE
ISLAND) at dawn on D # 2 day. .

2L April 1944

0800 FPosition 1200 losition 2000 Position
Lat. 10 23.9' 8 00 54,.8' 8, 0°.58.0' S.
Long. 140° 24.5' E. 1,00 22.6' B. - 139¢ 54.0' B,

Steaming as before in area to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY

in support of operations by Task Force 77. Targets assigned for

D £ 2 day fields and installations to westward of HUMBOLT BAY.
T sk Group 58.2 refueling in fueling area, Carriers maintaining
afr strikes, ASP and CAP throughout the daylight hours. BatDiv &
augmenting the ASP patrol with two flights of two alrcraft eacg
flight, 1007 Sighted heavy black smoke on horizon bearing 015
(T}, later identified as Japanése aircraft shot down by Task Group
58,1 fighter patrol. 1722 Formed battle formatlon 5-Victor and
prepared for defense against alr attack, CTF 58 reported air attack
imninent. U.S.3., ENTERPRISE launched two night fighters. Four
raids were tracked passing formation not cloger than 20 miles,
enroute to HUMBOLT BAY Area. Night fighters vectored out to inter-
cept and shot down one aireraft. One night fighter, ammunition
expended, intercepted nine {9} Japanese bombers and flew formation
with them for several minutes, reporting enemy course and speed.
Enemy aircraft retired toc westward after provable sttacks on
HUMBOLT BAY area. At 2156 secured from Alr Defense stations and
set the watch, Condition of Readiness I¥., At 2232 formed crulsing
formation 5- Roger on course 090° (T}, axis 000° (T), retiring to
fueling area to fuel and to rendezvous with Task Group 58.2.
Commander Tagsk Force 77 reports air operations by Task Force ’
5¢ in support of landing operations no longer required.

R 23
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25 April 1944

0800 Position 1200 Pogition - 2000 Position
Lat, 09 04.6' N. 00 L7.4' N. 19 14.7' N. 3
Long. 142° 17.5' E, 1429 20.7' E. 1619 39.2' E. g

Steaming as before enroute to rendezvous with Task Group
58,2 and Task Unit 50,1% combined, to fuel commencing &t sunrise,
At 0624 sighted Tagk Unit 50.17 (six tankers plus excorts) bear-.
ing 309° (T), distancé 13 miles, - At 0715 formed fueling forma-
. tion 5-Fox on course and axis 000° (T} at fueling speed 10 knots.
© Tankers in line of bearing normal to course in two lines of three
- each line, distence between lines 2,000 yards., Uestroyers ahead.
in bent line screen. Carriers zig-zageing independently shesd of
tankers end carriers not fueling zlg-zageing astern of fueling -
line 4,000 yards. At 0826 received tow line from U.S.35. NEOSHO
and commenced receiving fuel at 0835. During fueling the bridle
line for after hose carried away. After hoge was disconnected,
‘the bridle line repaired and fueling resumed, causing about
a fifteen minute delay on thils hose. 1315 Completed fueling from
NEOSHO, having received all the fuel available, about 1,000 barrels
short Of desired amount, amount #f fuel received being 18 722
~ barrels at 609 F. At 1334 cleared side of NEOSHO and took station
to port of U.S.5. NORTH CARCLINA on bvattleship zig-zag line 2, 000
yards astern- of the fueling line., ComBatliv 8 0,T.C, for
battleship zig~zag unit, U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS designated unit
guide. At 1632 fueling operations completed by all units of
Task Group 58.3. Formed crulsing formution 5-Roger on base course
315° (T), formation axis 000C (T). 1652 Set formetion speed 18 _ !
knots. At 1829 changed formation course to 245° (T). Task Unit
50.17 proceeding independently as previously directed.

26 April 1944 - |
| Q800 Position 1200 Position ~ 2000 Fosition
Lat. 0° 00.5' N. 0° 37.4' N, 0° 23.0' N, .
Long. 139° 07.4' E. 1390 57.6' E, 1410 58,6 E, :

Steaning as before in area northwest of HOLLANDIA Ares as
covering force for Task Force 77. Carrier task groups. operating
“independently in area. At 0700 changed fleet course to 0600 {(T}.
At 0800 lost fuel oil. suation &n #4 boiler, causing #. shaft to
slow. - Uther shafts increased to maintain speed. Casualty restored

(77)
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at 0810. At 0820 U.5.38. PRINCETON reported her fighters shot down
one Japanese alreraft, type "Betty"., At 0905 U,35.3. LANGLEY.
reported unidentified aircraft bearing 136° (T}, distance 70 miles.
PRINCETON fighters were vectored out to intercept and reported
shooting down one Japanese aircraft, type "Dinah”" at 1000. At
0950 U.3.3. KNAPF left formation to pick up survivors from
Japanese plaene shot down. At 1159 U.3.3. LEXINGTON reported her
fighters shot down one Japanese aircreft, tyef "Betiy". 4t 1201
changed fleet course to 095° {T}). 4t 1202 T.S.5. XNLPP again

left formation to piek up Japarese gurvivors., it 1217 TU.S.S,
DORTCH and U.S3.S5. GE&TLING left: formation to proceed on special
picket duty. At 1317 U.S.S. LEXINGTOH fighters shot down =&
Japanese type "Betty" aircraft and U.3.5, GATLING directed to

pick up survivors. .t 1350 U.3.3, EWAFP rejoined formation,
having picked up five {5} Japanese survivors, and went alongside
t/.8.8. EEXINGTON to deliver the prisoners. &£t 1353 U.3.3. 30UTH
DAKOTA sighted a Japanese type "Betty" airceraft on the horizon
bearing 200° (T), verified by this ship. 1402 U.5.3. LEXINGTON -
Tighters shot down plane reported above., At 1433 U.S.8. GATLING
directed to rescue one survivor from plane shot down at 1402. '
At 1930 changed fleet course left to 2600 {T)., At 2310 Task Group
58.2 reported surface contact 273% {(T), distance 20.5 miles,
identified as U,.S5.5. DORTCH and U.S.5. GATLING returning to forma-
tion from special picket duty.

27;April 1944
1200 FPogition

0800 Position 2000 Fosition

Let. 19 15,8' W, 20 02.5' N. 1° 09.9* N,
Long.. 141° 25.4' E. 1420 11,1' E, 1L4° 00.1' E.

Steaming as before in ares to northwest of HUWBCLT BAY
ag covering force for Tusk Force 77. Carrier Task Group operat-
ing independently but in supporting distance. 4t 0035 U.S.8.

- DORTCH and U.8.5. GATLING rejoined formation and took stations

previously assigned. At 0200 changed fleet course to 045 (T).
Carriers maintained ASP and CAF throughout the daylight bours.

4t 1200 changed fleet course to 1359 (T}, it 1330 U.S.S. CAPERTON
ceme slongside to starboard to deliver officer messenger mail,
ingtructions for next operation and cleared sige at 1343, This
force is now on retirement course from area of operations in
support of landing in HUMBOLT BAY Area, Wew Guinea, and proceed-
ing to . carry out operations, éarrier air strike, on TRUK,

(78)
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28 april 1944 -

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Fosition TN

B . L
Lat. 0° 05.8' N, - 19 18.1' s, 10 26,3 3.
Long, 1469 51,0' E, 147° 13.4" E. 1470 16.8' E,

Steaming as before in compeny with Task Force 58 retiring
t0 eastward from srea ©f operations to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY, -
New Guinea, to rendezvous with Task Unit 50.17 for fueling prior
to air bombardment of TRUK by carrier aircraft of Task Force 58,
At 0545 U.S.35. MASSACHUSETTS plus U.S.8. CONVERSE and U.3.8.
THATCHER left formetion to proceed to SEADLER HARBOR, Admiralty
Islard Group, to rendezvous with U.3.5. INDIANA In accordance
with instructions received from ComBatPac &nd orders of Commander
Task Force 58. Set Course 160° (T), speed 21 knots. At 0828
changed course to 165° (T)}. At 1200 lsunched two aircraft for
~antl-submarine patrol and courier plane. A%t 1414 entered SEADLER
HARBOR and anchored in berth #11 at 1437. 4it 1447 U.S.5. CONVERSE
came alongside to starboard to fuel, and to receive ComBatDiv 8
and his staff for transfer to the U.S5.35. INVDIANA, anchored in the
harbor. 1503 Commenced pumping fuel to the U.S.5. CONVERSE. 38t
1539 completed pumping fuel to the U.S.S. CONVERSE, having delivered
42,620 gallong at 60° F, At 154) Commander Battleship Division
EIGHT hauled down. his flag in the U.5.5. MASBSACHUSETIS and heisted
his flag in the U.3,85. INDIANA, 4t 1542 U.5.5. CONVERSE cleared
gstarboard side and went alongside the U.S.,5, INDIANA, At 1732
underway from berth 11, SEEADLER HARBCR, in company with U.S8.S.
INDIANA, U.S.S. CONVERSE, U,S.3. TATCHER; U.3.3. PRITCHETT, and
U.S.8. CASSIN YOUNG, 1816 Formed column on course 000° (T}, order
of ships U.S5.3. INDIANA and U.3.3. MaS3:CHUSETTS with entisubmarine ,
gereen ahead, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 58.3. At i
1850 changed course left to 350° (7). Speed 18 knots. &t 2245 i
reported possible surface contact bearing €950 (T}, 12,000 yards.
£t 2350 evaluated surface contact to be rain c¢loud.

29 April 1944 (East Longitude)

| 0800 Fogition 1200 Position 2000 Ebgition
Lat. @ 0° 50.9' N, 10 32.8' N. 30 11.6' N.
Long. 148° 54.0' E. . 148° 54.0' E. 149° 26.7' E.

‘Steaming as before, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group
58.3. 4t 0000 changed course right to 060° (T). At 0137 had

. : (79) - o
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gurface contact bearing 041° (T}, distance 32,000 yards, on course
3500 (T) st speed of 25 knmots. At 0210 lost contact bearing 010°

LASSIEND -~

eizs |
i {ggl-

*i@,} i

an_',t

{T) Grawing left at range 34,000 yards. At 0635 sighted Task Group .. .

58,3 on horizon bearing 100° (T), digtance 20,000 yards. At 0652
Joined Task Group 58.3 and was directed to resume old station 34225
in formation 5-Roger, Formation axis 000° {T) and formution speed
10 knots for fueling operations on fueling course 020° (T). At
0850 U.S5.S., THATCHER came slongside to deliver mail and cleared
side at 0902. At 1089 U.5.5. LEXINGTON reported two unidentified
airecraft bearing 037Y {T)} and were shot down by Combat Air Patrol.
Identified as Japanese aircraft, type "Betty". At 1333 fueling
exercise completed. Tamhkers cleared formation. 4t 1406 rotated
formation axis to 0600 (T}, Set fleet speed at 20 knots, steaming
at fleet speed. At 1418 rotated fleet axis to 070° (7). Formed
fleet disposition 5-Tgre, on fleet axis 060° (T}, fleet course
0200 {T). Task Group 58.3 in station #1. At 1600 set all clocks
ghead two hours to conform with zone -12 time. At 1904 U.S.3.°
HEALY ceme alongside to port to deliver officer messenger mail and
cleared side.at 1906. Task Force 58 enroute to initial point for
launching of air bombardment of TRUK. ' _ _

29 April 1544 (West Longitude)

0800 Pasition 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 6° 07.1' W, 6% 39.0' N. 6° 32,37 N,
Long.  151° 05.8' &, 1510 37.4" E. 1500 29.8' E.

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.3 in
Fleet Dispogition 5-Taere, with Task Group 58.2 to the north and
Task Group 58,1 to south, enroute td initial point to southwest
of TRUK to launch alir bombardments against that base., Fleet and
formation speed 20 knots and fleet and formation course 0200 (T}.
At 0000 set mll clocks badk 24 hours to conform with zone £12 time.
Alreraft operations were delgyed due to weather fromt. At 0715

-unidentified aircraeft in vicinity reported by Tagk Group 58.2.

At 0717 weather cleared locally, commenced launching initial strike
of Plghter aircraft followed by bombers. U.S.S. PRINCETON main-
tained ASP and CAP throughout the day. Fighters enrcute to target
area reported groups of enemy fighters headed for formation.

{77)
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Identified as Japanese, type "Oscar". Broup engaged and several 4 'ﬁ
shot down by our fighters. At 0810 went to Alr Defense for : .

alr attack. Set Materiasl Condition Zebra. 4t 0815 observed S, AT
gunfire on port bow from T,sk Group 58.2 and destroyers of screen. : ﬁ.

Observed two aircraft fall as result of gunfire. Passed through s
heavy rain sqeall end on clearing & Japanese plane Tlew over o
formation and wes taken under fire by the U.3.3. INTERPRISE, U.,3.S8.
NASSACHUSETTS could not fire due to bearing, Alrcraft identified

-as Japanege type "Oscar', 4t 08l6 formed battle formation 5-Victor

to repell air attack. A4t 0843 gained control of the air. Formed
cruiging formation 5-Roger, set Condition of Readiness One-Easy.
Throughout the day conformed tc the maneuvers of the carriers in
launching and recovery of alr strikes and patrols. 4t 1303 get
Condition of Readinegs II-Able. at 1552 observed TBF crash in
water off port bow, about 2,500 yards. V.S.S5., INGERSOLL recovered
survivors, At 1656 U.S.5. PRITCHETT came alongside starboard
quarter and transferred Lieut. (Jjg) ¥. A. LEVINE, U.S.N,R., pilot
of erashed plane fram the U.S.3. ILEXINGTON, for medical treatment.,
Patient under observation for possible skull fracture. 1959
Adireraft operations for the day completed. Set course 200° (T)

for retirement during the early night and enroute to launching
roint for air operations against TRUK for D plus 1 day. This

dey was Dog Day. |

30 April 1944

0800 Tosition: 1200 Position 2000 Position

Lat. 50 58,21 X, 6° 30,1' N, - - 6% 52,9' W,
Long. 1510 27.7' E, 151° 19.3' E, 1530 24.4" E,

Steaning as before, enroute to initial point for Dog plus
one day air strikes on TRUK. At Q001 U.S.3. BUNKER HILL reported
unidentified aircraft bearing 033° (T), distance 34 miles, which
faded from soreen at 0CR22 bearing 304° (T), distance 34 miles.

At 0030 U.S5.5. LEXINGTON reported unidentified aircraft bearing
102° {T), 21 miles, on course 204° (7T}, speed 115, which faded
from screen at 0035. At 0130 changed course to 3350 (T} to

head for initiel peint for lsunching of aircraft. 4t 0730 Crubiv
FOUR left formaticn to carry out assigned tagk, bombardment of
SATAWAN ISLAND, At 0755 unidentified aireraft bearing 048° (T},

set Material Condition Zebra. alrersft launchings delayed due to
weather. At 0811 weather cleared. Carriers commenced launching
initial strikes for second day atr bombardment of TRUK. 4t 0847

A - (78) | | o :l?i)
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‘Pacific strongheld. Tadk Force.enroute to base at
Atoll, Marshall Islands via Ponsdpe which will receive a surface

(a) Garrier Unit (Task Uhit 58 3, 5) - Rear Admiral Reeves

. _‘;__ -

WAR DI&RY o
_ _lfMay 1944
0800 Position - 1200 Pogition ”

Lat. 06° 54.0' N. /079 00.1'N. / 073 197V N, S
Long:155%6.1' B, - - 157° 00.7'E. ([~ 158° 31.1' B, |

o Steaming in eomp&ny with Task Fo ce 58 assighed-to Task
Group 58.3, retiring from area to southwest of Truk Atoll, after
completing a two day serial bombardment of Truk, Ja ﬁﬁﬂeaﬂ Mid-;

ajure Island '

hthardment by battleships and aerial bombardment by afrcraft et
1530 this date, Dog plus two day. Task Group organiza fon &s

- follews:

carrier Task Group. Three {Task Group 58,3}

ENTERPRISE (¥ g&ir Grou 10} -

LEXINOTON {FF} Air Group 16) {CTF 58 - Vice Admiral
LANGLEY {4ir Group 32) . MITSCHER)
.PRINCETON : - {Air Group 23) B

(b) __pbort Unit, (Task Unit. 58.3.1) - Viee Aﬁmiral LEE .
(1) Battleahips (Task Unit 58.3. 12) o

BatDiv 8 - Rear Aﬂmiral DAVIS
¥.S.s. INDIAKA (F)
U.S.5. MASSACHUSETTS :
U.S5.8. NBRTH CAROLIKA {FF)
atDiv 2 - Rear Admiral HANSON

U.S.5., SOUTH DAKOTA {F)
U.S.5. ALABAMA

(2) cruisers (Task Uni; 58,1, 13) Rear Admiral OLDEEDOR?
TS S. LOUISVILLE (7}

. .U.S.8. "PORTLAND
- U.S.8. CANBERRA
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g 45 5 a

b YR ek
(o) Screening Uniéngask Unit 58.3.4) - Captain S.R, Clark.

]

DegRon 23 - Ceptain T. B. Dugan _ _ | P - B

Desgbiv
_m%s AUSBURNE {SF). DYSON

A.W. GRANT

DesDiv 46 : - 1

CONVERSE(F) THATCHER . _ | ' i
SPENCE

DegRon 50

esbiv 99 | _ o
. BRONSON(SF) GATLING

COTTEN DORTCH
: HEALY

DegDiv 100 ‘ _
COGSWELL (F) - TNGERSOLL
CAFPERTON KNAPP
FRITCHETT CASSIN YOUNG

Commander Task Group 58.3 is Resr Admiral J,W. REEVES, Jr,, U.S. B
Navy and immediate superlor in command, Viece Admiral 1. 4. MITSCHER '
U S.Navy irn the U.S.S. LEXINGTON.

- Task Group 58.3 1n cruising formation 5 Roger on base course
lhOO(T) at fleet speed 18 knots. Formation axis 070 {T). U.S8.S.
MASSACHUSETTS in station 4225. Task Force 58 in eruising disposition
5-Tare, axis 0700(T). Task Group 58.3 in station #1. Condition of
rader silence #4 during derkness end #5 during daylight. Ship in Con-~
dition of Readiness II during darkngss end II Able during deylight.
At - 0400 changed fleet course to 065 (T) and chenged speed to 20
kfiots., Alreraft cafrlers mainteining ASP and CAP during daylight
hotirs. . At 0830 CruDiv 4 less the U.S.3, INDIANOFOLIS plus the :
U,S.S. CANBERRA rejoiped formation having eompleted mission, bom-
bardment . of SATAWAN Island. . At 0845 ComBatPac, Commender Ponape
Striking Forge was directed to proceed with bombardment of PONAPE
Islend. Battleships of Task Force formed cruising formation 1~ _

Baker, line of bearing of division guides from right to left BatDiv
7, 8 and 9; surrounded by destroyer enti-submarine sereén. Task :
Group designstion 58.7, officer in tactical command, Vice Admiral : '
LEE, U.S.Navy in U,S.S. NORTH CAROLINA, assigned taetically to ..
BatDiv 8, Direction of formation course and exis 1009(T), Standard
speed 15 knots, stesming at 18 knots. At 0923 U.S.S. CONNER re-
Eorted sightinga mine on port quarter. 0946 Column left to 075°{T),

t 0954 ¢/s to 23 knots and commenced approach for bombardment of
.~ PONAPE Island. 1238 U.S.S. NORTH CARCLINA reported sighting enemy
- aircraft on port bow of formatien., Went to air defenﬁe stations

. S '(.81-} . . ) 7,;
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1453 launched twe planes for aireraft spots. 1530 How hour, comm- %
~enced firing at Langar Island. At 1550 ceased fire. T.S.S. :
‘MASSACHUSETTS assumed counter-bsttery ready duty from 1550 to 1610.

. 1611 Commenced firing, tergét erea to gouth of Ponape Town. At

?Eigéé%%zl A16=3 . . U.S.8. MASSACEUSETTS  so/er

WAR DIARY

and set Material Readiness Zebra. 1250 Plene identified ag
Triendly. ' Set Condition of Reddiness I Easy and material readi-
pess Yoke, 1251 Land &ighted by loockouts bearing 045°({T), dis-
tance 45 miles, identified as PONAPE Island. 1346 Battleship £y
Divigion Commanders directed to take charge amd cearry out assign-. 3

ed mission in accordance with Ocmmander Ponape Striking Foree Opera
tion Order 1P-44. BatDiv 8 plus destroyer escorts proceeded to
initial polnt to¢ arrive at_1530Y, How hour for the operation. At

1631 ceeased fire, end of ‘fire period three. At 1637 Commenced fire
for fire perlod four, Obgerved destroyer on sterboard bow drop-
ping depth charges. 1643 Emergency ships left 180° to 040°(T).
U.8.S. PRITCHETT and U.S.3, CASSIN YOUNG reported a2ight snd sound
contact on submarine. Commander Fonspe Striking Force ordered

fceeee fire as no suitable teargets remained. Ammunition expended

riﬁimation 1-Baker on course 090°(T) at speed 20 knots enroute to
rendezvous with Task Force 58. At 0225 ¢hanged spssl to 18 knobs.

‘87 Projectiles, 16"/45 Cal., H.C. Mk. 13- -1
87 Charges, 16m/45 Cal.
73 SPD 3633
133SPD 3442
%4 SFD 4815 : o
29 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal.,AA Com., Mk, 28 with BDF 13

"~ 8PD 4747, 11 SPDN 3024 _
29 Ch&rges, 5"/38 Cal.,1 SPDN 2868, 2 SPDN 4115, 1SPD a977,

_ 1 SPD 5026

1655 Commenced retirement from bombardment area. For detailed rew
port of bombardment see Commending Officer's Action Report, serial |
0020, dated 17 May 1944. 1208 Secured from General Quarters and set :
condltion of Readiness IT Able. Recovered two aircraft by the )
Charlie Method, Formed cruising formastion l-Baker and commenced _ ;1
retirement toward bese at Majuro Atell, Marshall Islands and ren~ R
dezvous point with Task Force 58 on course 0909(T) et speed 18

nots. At 2353 changed speed to 20 knots.

| 2 Mey 1944 o .
0800 Pesition 1200 Pogition * 2000 Pogition
Lat, = 07° 02.0' N, 070 22.3' W, 068 09.6 .
Long. 161° 19,4 B. 161° 51,1t E.. : 163 28.7' B,

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.7 in

At 0239 changed course to 115°(T). At 0333 chenged speed to 17
knots, After daylight Task Group 58.7 dissclved, units rejein— o

ing previous assigned Task Groups., U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS Joined - : _J

Task Group 58.3 and took previously assigned station 4225 in - -
o o (82) :
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‘formation 5-Roger. BatDiv NINE jolined Task Group 58.1 to fuel dese
troyers. During forenoon Task Force fueled destroyers onr course

- 270°{T) at 10 knots. TFueled the following destroyers delivering
the amounts indicated at 60CF,

i

U.5.3. THATCEER 49.210 gallons
U.5.8. SPERCE 50.405 gallons
¥.8.8. DYSON T 54,315 gallons:
U.S5.S. GRANT 33,640 gallons

Transferred Lt.{Jjg) C.L. LOFTEN, AVN, U.S.N.R. and Lt.(4g) P.A.
LEVINE, AVN, U.S.N.R. to U.S5.S. THATCHER for further trangfer to
U.5.8. MONTEREY and U.S.8. LEXINGTON respectively. The former
was rescued from inside the.lsgoon &t Truk Atell by Lt, C.C,
AINSWORTH, V.S, Navy attached to the U.S.5. MASSACHUSETITS and the
lstter was received on board for medical treatment after a forced
landing. 1112 Fueling exerc¢ise completed, 'Changed-gtandard and -
fleset speed to 17 knots. 1200 Changed course tc 125 (T}, Resumed
- retirement to base at Majurc Atoll, Marshall Island Group.

- | 3 May 1944 - |
0800 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Pogition
Lat, 050 06.5' N 050 52.0' N “060 35,37 N
Long. 165° 4,2,9"E 1667 25.7' E 1687 25.2' B
' Stcaming'asrberore”in company ﬁlth_Task Group 58.3 in '%

oruising formation 5-Roger onncourse 125°(T) at 17 knots, retir-.
ing to base at Majuro A&ol_é Marshall Islind Group. At 0600
changed fleet coiurse to 64L5V(T). Cerriers leunched aireraft for
ASP and CAP end maintained them throughout the daylight hours. At
1205 changed fleet eourse to 070°{T)., At 1349 conducted routine test
of 5"/38 Caliber battéry, Mark 32 fuse, lot yoke desigpated for test
by U.S.S, MASSACHUSETTS by ComBatPac. ZExpended the following emm-
unition for test: o

25 Projectiles, 57/38 Cal. with Mk. 32 fuse. lot "yoke",
25 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. SPD 4977. .-

. & May 1944
0800 Pogitien 1200 Position : ' 2000 Position

At Anchor, Berth # 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshell Island Group.

Stesming as before in company with Task Group 58.3 in cruising
formetion 5-Roger at 17 knots on course 070°(T) retirimg to base
et Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group. At 0515 changed fleet
course to 0909({T). At 0607 changed fleet course to 115%{(T), Carrier
launched aircraft for anti-submarine patrol. 0640 Sighted land,
Majuro Atoll, bearling 1309(T).- 0724 0.T.G. ordered entry into
port in eccordmnce with plan, Formed column of type, van to rear, _
Carriers, Battleships, Crulsers followed by Destroyers. Destroyers
formed sound lane for entry into port. At 0812 entrances buoy 14

* (83)
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abeen to port and starboard. 0906 Anchored in berth #76, Majuro
Atoll, Marshall Island Group. Set the Port War Watch and Material
Conditien X-ray. ‘- Commenced port routine, drills and training
of personnel for operations at sea. Commenced repalrs, meinten-
ance and upkeep of machinery in preparation for operations at sea.”
SO0PA Administrative ComSeron TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE, SOPA afloat
ComBatPac in U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA. Alrcraft making routire local - o
treining flights. &t 1400 received YW92 elongside and delivered  «w . wd °
5,000 gallons of potable watber R
_ Shipr in material conditien X-ray during daylight hours and AN
ocondition yoke during darkness., Ship darkened at sunget except
for period of movies en topside. Shlp in readiness for getting
-underway with 24 hours notlce. .

5 May 1944 f'- | -¢

Anohored as befors.. L A

_ -4t 1707 received U 5.5, MARIAS aloagside to starboard. Com
mencad fueling ship. At 0945 cémpleted fueling shlp having receiv-
ed 12,323 barrels of burnsble fuel at 60°F, Commenced unloading
provisions end emmunition as directed by ComBatPac. Delivered to
- TuS8.5. NEW JERSEY the following smmunition:

495 Projectiles, 57/38 Cal. AA Com., Mk .32 fuse Mods,
1, 2 end 4 with Mx, 20 BDF. :
250 Gartridges, 20MM, B.L.&P.
To U.S.S. IOWA: |

495 Projectiles, 5»/38 Cal. AA Com. with M. 32 fuse . H
"" and"BDF -

Transferred plene # 01413 to the U.S5,.5, IOFA and received plane
# 5606 in exchange.

6 May 194k
0800 Position .1260 Poéition ‘ 2000 Position
‘Lat. At Anchor 07 21.0'N 03° 55,8N,
Long. Mejuro Atoll 171 17 6' 173 00.6'E,

_ Anchored as before;-ﬂx 0923 underway in company with Task
Group 58.7 from Majuro Atell, Marshall Island Group enrocute to |
Pearl Harbor, T H. in acoordance with despatched orders.. S

Task Group Drganization _ *J

Task Group 58,7 - Gaptain W.W. WARLICK,
{a) Battleship.
: U.35.5. MASSACHUSETTS - Gaptain W.W. WARLICK -
® (b) Garriers. B \j;j'
) .. Uls.B8.. YURKTOWN zgc?ptain R. E JENNINGS. . .
' L
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{c} Destroyers '
Desron 6 : '
U.S.S. MAURY U.5.5. PRITCHETT
U.3.5. MeCALL U.8.5. GRANT
U.8.8., GRIDEEY U.3.3, CASSIN YOUNG

- U.8.8, CRAVEN

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS sortie delayed due to trensfer of freight from ===

U.8,5. PRAIRIE., Carriers and destroyers soriied and get oourse
045°%(T). At 1118 U,S.S. MASSACHUSETTS cleared harbor.entrance and .
set c¢ourse OBOO(TI, zigzagging independently, enroute to join forma-
tion with carriers and destroyers at speed 22 knots. Set Condition
of Readiness II Able and material readiness "yoke"™, 1215 U,S.S.
GRIDLEY reported possible sound contact. Carriers and egcorts turn-
ed right 90 degrees to course 135¢(T)., 122) Took station in eruising
formation 5-Roger, set formation course 050°{T) at formation speed

19 knots, standerd @peed 18 knots. Formation axis 060°(T). V.S.3.
MASSACHUSETTS in station 2000, U.S.8. YORKTOWN in station 0000, U.3,.3.
PRINCETON in station 2120 and U.S.3. MONTEREY in station 2240. Des-
troyers in snti-submarine soreen on five circle, 1247 U.S5,.S.
MASSACHUSETTS -designated formation guide. Carriers maintaining four
plane anti-submerine patrol during daylight hours using "Baker Method"
for launching and recovery., At 2000 get all clocks ahead one{l) hour
t0 conform with zone #11'"X-ray" time. 2119 Changed formation course
to 055°(T). |

o 7 May 1944 _
_ 0800 Position 1200 Pogition 2000 Position
! Lat. lOU 18.9' N' loo 11-3'8' NO l o 350 o

Long.175%51,6' E, 177° 02+6! E, 1797 25.3 E
‘Pearl Harbor, T.H.. At 2100 changed course right t00070°-(T) and re-
sumed zig-zagging. 0517 Surface contact bearing 045°(T), distance

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.7 enroute to

;" . 21,000 yards on course 330°(T)}, speed 12 knots identified as friend-

~ly. Carriers maintained four plane anti-submarine patrol throughout
the daylight hours. At 2000 set all clocks shead one-half(3) hour
+6 conform with zine / 10} time.

_ o g May lth
0800 Position © 1200 Position 2000 Position
L&t. - * . T 160 13.1' N. ) ‘Wore | v
ong. 177° 13.2' ¥, 1699 52.9' W, 167° 37.5' W.

"Steaﬁing.as’before. Conducted surface tracking exercise
Two Charlie during hour Before SURrise, using two destrouers as .
targets. During forenoon, destroyers in screen conducted exerclse
Twelve Charlie, firing machine guns at towed sleeve, Carrier ai?-
craft supplied the services. During the ?arly afterncon the carriers
plus the U.S.S5, MASSACHUSETTS fired machine guns at towed sleeve. Amr
munition egfended: _ _

1396 Cartridges, 4LOMM, A,A. Mk. I Service.

85
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5879 Cartrldges, 208N, A.A, 4703, H.E,: 1176 H.E.T,

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS . 60/1F

At 1327 mads radar contact on Johnson Island bearing 352%(F), dig- . e

tance 22 milea. At 1332 changed formation speed to 18 knots. At
1630 changed coursé right to 072°%(T)}. During late afternoon con-
ducted fighter-directod and snooper drill, At 2000 set all clocks
ahead one (1) hour to oonform with zone plus nine and one-~half

{(# 9%) time which is Hawailan War Time.

+

10 May 1944 _
08#0 Positlon 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
Long. 164 20 it W. 163° 10,8t W._ : 1600 L8, 9' W.

Steamlng ag before. At 0055 made surface: eontact bearlng
084°(T), distance 26,800 yards identified as friendly porces at
0100, At 0104 changed course left to 040°(T) to avold surface
¢ontact and resumed course 0720(T) at 0ll5. Cenducted. surface
tracking exercise hour before sunrise, U.3.3. GRIDLEY target vessel.
At 0605 nmade surface radar contact bearing 1720(T), distance 22 '
miles -and identified as friendly. Carriers maintained anti-stib-
marine patrol and services for Gunnery exercises. At 0630 Des-
troyers in screen conducted exercise 12 Able. At 0940 U.S.S.
YORKTOWN and U.S.S.MONTEREY reported an undentifiéd plane OS?O(T)

distance 60 miles, identified as friendly at 0946. 1055 Destroyers

completed exercise 12 Able., 1103 Formed special formation for.

exercise 12-Charlie, heavy ships iz column, digtance 1000 yardg
destroyers on straight line screen. At 1222 Completed light and
heavy machine gun practice. Formed cruising formation 5-Roger, -
At 1319. Pormed column of Heavy ships for 5% ?38 Calibe? battery
"Baker" practice; U.3.S. MASSACHUSETTS and UV.S.S. YORKTOWN firing.

1515 U.S.9. MASSACHUSETTS commenced firing.: At 1535 completed

exercise, formed cruising formation 5-Roger. Garrlers commenced
fighter-director and snboper drili.
Ammunition expended in training:
70 Projectiles, 57"/38 Cal. AA, Com. Mk. 31, Mod 10
70 Charges, 46 SFD L4977
22 SPD 4747
1 SPD 4937
13PDN 3024
897, Cartridges, 4OMM, AA, Mk. 1
. 10,000, Cartridges, 20MM -

At 1646 Chenged forgation course to 0700(T). At 2035 made surface

- at standard speed

contact bearing 165°(T), distance 15 miles, identified as friendly
at 2058, 2105 Friendly plane crossed formatiin ahead from gtarboard
to port. At 2127 changed standard speed $0 15 knots and steanming

. o (86)
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“WAR DIARY
_ 11 May 1944
0800 Position 1200 Position . 2000 Position ¢
Lat. 200 51.0" N | Moored in berth Fox - 3
‘Long.158° 18. 5'' W - Pearl Harbor, T.H.

3teaming as before. At 0300 changed course left.do. 035°(T) to
make landfall on Oshu Island, T,H, At 0425 made surface radar
contact on friendly forces bearlng 080 (T), distance 14 miles on
course 075°{T) at speed 12 knots., -Contact turned and paralleled
this formation course. At 0626, daylight, formed formation 6=Suger
Aeady &hips in 2000 yard squere with destroyer secreen ahead for N
purpose of firing surprise fire at sleeves towed by shore baged air~
erafy-gimulating bombing and torpedo attadks.  All ships fired at:

favorable runs, Lsunched two Kingfisher aireraft for local %raining

flights., 0828 sighted land, Qahu Ydlend, T.H,, dead shead. At -
0901 ceased present exercise and formed cruising formation 5-R0ger.
Ammunition expended for training: ' _
: : 38 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA CoM. Mk. 31 10 -
15 Projectiles, 5/38 ¢al. AA Com,. Mk, 29 BDF
53 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. 41 SPD 4977
11 SPD 747
1 3SFD 3024

At 0928 changed course in to the wind to 055 (T] 411 caririers
launched 81l their sfrcraft to base on land, A% 1000 c¢/c left

to 0009 for entry into port. Went to air defense stations for

entry into port. ZEntry delavyed for 3 hour by Channel Control Pest.
Changed course %o 0700¥T At 1020 ‘executed signsl enter port, order
of entry, BB, CV, VLS and DDs, Commenced. maklng various courses
and gpeeds 10 approach swept channel and to conform with Pearl _
Harbor entrance channel. At 1201 moored in nest, starboard side

to port side of U,.S.S. COLORADO, U,.3,3. WASHINGTON in boasrd of

- U,3.8., COLORADO in berth Fox - 3, Psarl Harbor, T.H. with eight
menila lines &nd two wires. Set the Port War Wateh in conformance
with local instructions of resdiness, readiness condition #I,. Com-
menced making voyage repairs, routine upkeep, and maintenance., Com- .
nenced loading spare parts and navy yard overhaul material in
storage for this vessel st Pearl Harbor Navy Ysard.

| | 12 May 1944

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Let, Moored in berth Fox - 3, Pearl 21° 28,2' N
Long, Harbor, T.H. o 157° 3057 W

. : Moored as before. 1613 Underway from alon331de u. S S.
COLORADO in berth Fox 3, Fearl Harbor, T.H. in company with U.S.S.

THORNVE and U.S.5. Le HARDY as Task Group 12.1, Task Group Commander,

Gaptain W, %mRLIGK U.S8.Navy in the U.S$.S5. M ,nSS&CHUSETTS enroute -

(87)

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS - | 60/£1

8



www.tinyurl.com/slover

U.S.S., MASSACHUSETTS | 60/35
WAR' DIARY o

t0 Puget Sound Navy Yard ' Bremerton, Washlngton.' U.8.8. LE HARDY

to0 escort until darkness. TU.S,5. THORNE escort until arrival ‘

Navy Yard, there to proceed to Navy Yard, Mare Islend, Califeornia.

At 1705 passed Pearl Harbor entrance buoys abeam to port and _ ok
gterboard, At 1714 e¢leared swept channel, set course 127°(7). U.3.38.
THORNE on starboard bow, and U.3.3. LE HARDY on pert bow. Standard
speed 15 knets, steaming ast 15.8 knots., 1716 Set Condition of Readk-a&a
negs I1 Able and Material Readiness Yoke, Radar Condition of Silence i
#5 and Airecraft Readiness #13. 4t 1731 ¢/C left to 007°(7T) and took
departure from Oahu, T.H, Formation zig-zagging contlnuously at ’ !
U.S.S. THORNE maximum speed with one engine in cruising combination, f
Other engine damaged. At 0000 set all clocks ahead one-half {3) :
hour tg conform with zome plas nine (£ 9) time, At 2230 ¢/C right o
to 032°(1). At 2306 detached U.3.3. LE HARDY to proceed as previously o
instructed. |

| 13 ¥ay 104 -
. 0800 Poszﬁiﬁﬁ” 1200 Position 2000 Position |
L. 23¢ 53,77 250 Bh. 6T . 560 T5.17 M.
Long. 1550 55. 3' W 1550 16,51 W, | 1530 56 gt W.

' Steaming as before. During afternoon Tired routine test
of 5"/38 Caliber Mk. 32 fused projectiles., Ammunition expended for
Test: S : '
' 144 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. A4 Common with Mk, 32

fuse.
14k Charges, 5"/38 Cal., 78 SPD 4997
1 SPD 4937
6k SPD 4747
“1SPDN 3219

At 1755 changed gourse rlght to 039°tT) At 2000 set all olocks ahead
one half {3%) hour to conform to zone plus g% time,

| 14 May l94k _
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
Lat. 289 33,2' N, 290 19,8' N, . 300 52,2' N.
Ong. 151° 49.9' W, 1519 06.3' W, 1490 39.0' W,

Steaming as before. 0008 Made sgurface radar conbtact bear-
ing 000°(T}, distance 12 miles. Made emergency ships right 900 to
avold. At 0015 contact identified as friendly. Resumed zig-zagging
on base course 039°(T). At 0639 changed course right to 040°(T}. At
. 2000 set all clocks ahesad ome half hour to conform to zone f 8 tUncle)
time. At 1430 fired & no-load shot from starbvoard satapult to test
. new cable which replaced one that kinked in previous nc-load test on

. morning of 1l May l?hh Test satisfactory until a dead load shot

© ean be made.

. _: - .- . (88) - | N N ?‘ B
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Lat, 379 27.0' N. ' 38° 04.6' X © 390314 N
_'Long. 1420 19,8° W. 141 27.9? W ) 1390 39 K51 W,

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position
‘Lat. 410 37.5' N, 520 18,0 N. . 430:36.41 N
Long.137° 07.3' W, 136° 03.8' W, - - 133° 57,87 W

U.5.98. ‘MASSACHUSETIS S 60/

ﬂﬂﬁ DIARY
- 15 May 194k |
0800 Pogition 1200 Position  .2000 Position
Lat. = 330-06.0' N. 339 50;5° N. 350 17,47 N.
Long. 1479 29.5' W. 146O 38,6 W 1440 55,5 W,

Steaming as before. At 0648 made radar contact and sight- .%xgﬁﬁy :

ed surface vesgsel bearing 1130{T), distane&é™33,000 yards on

parallel and opposite course. At 0700 sighted escort with above

contact bearing 1400{1), distance abeout 17 miles, At 1320 changed base ¢
bage course to OLLS(T). At 1905 made surface radar contact hear-

ing 104°(7T)}, distance 33,600 yards on course 230°LT} at aspeed 16

xnots, Identified as friendly.

16 NMay 1944

0800 Positlon T 1200 Position ' 2000 Pesition

Steaning as before. ﬁt 1354 changed course left to 0420(T)..
t 2000 set all c¢locks ahead one half hour ( ) to conform to zone

_ (# 73) time.
' 17 Hay 1944

Steaming as before. At 0654 changed course to OL9O(T}. A4t
0930 passed U.3.35. U.S.GRANT {(Ar-29) abeam to starboard, distance
3700 yards on opposite course. At 1815 made radar surface contact
bearing 048°(T}, ‘distance 30,600 yards on coursse 120°(T), speed
13 knmots. At 2012 changed course 10 0500(T).

{ _ ' 18 May 1944

. 0800 Position 11200 Position 2000 Pogition
Lat. 459 23.6' H, o L6° 01,4 W. - h?o 11.3' N
Long. 1300 34,5 W.. 12909 33,5' W, 127° 22.9¢ N.

. SBteaming as before, At 0852 changed course to Oh?otr). At
1300 set all clocks ahead one half hour($) to conform with zone

{(# &)} (Tare} time. At 1455 made contact with U.S.S. HATFIELD, an
additional escort provided by Comf{estSeafron for entry into port. o
U.8,.8., HATFIRLD took station in anti-sumbarine screen on port- : !
bow. At 1547 U.8.8. K-51 (Blimp) reported for an anti-submarine - PD

e .{89)
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U,S. 8. MASSACHUSETTS ' _ 60/ff$.§.‘.
%i_ WAR DIARY

pétral and departed after dark., At 1900 changed course to 0550{T}. _
| | 19 May 1944 | f o B
0800 Position 1200 Position - 2000 Position' T "

Straits'of Juan de ¥uca and Puget Sound

. . Steaming as before., Made various surface contacts while enter-
‘ing the Straite of Juns de Fuca., 4t 0342 made land fall, sighting !
Tatoosh Light bearing 068.50(T}. At 0517 passed Tatoosh Light bear-
ing 180°(T) distance 4.5 miles and commenced making various courses

- and gpeeds to proceed to the Puget Sound NWavy Yard arriving at Res-
toration Point at 1600, At Port Angeles, Washington, Navy Yard
‘Bepresentatives came on board for conference while entoute to the ;
vard. 0832 U,S.S. THORNE was orderéd to cdrry oub her basic orders, !
auty with Task Group 12.1 completed. At 1356 U,S8.8. HATPIELD was ?
detached to proceed as previously direeted, present duty compieted.

At 1705 anchored in Sinclair Inlet, Bremerton, Washington for un-

loading ermunition prior to entry 1nto -the Navy Yard for yard availa-

- bility. Commenced unleoading all ammunition for transfer to Navael :
Ammunition Depot, Puget Sound. S0PA Commanding Officer in VU.S.S8. -

West Virginia, _ ' . : .

20 May 1944

At anchor in Sinelair Iulet, Puget Sound unlosding ammunit-

ion for storage at Naval Ammunltlon Depot, Puget Sound, during Wavy

- Yard availability.period. At 0515 completed unloading ammunition.
At 1300 underway for Puget Sound Navy Yard and entered drydock

" # 5 at 1358, Reported to Commandant, Puget Sound Nevy Yard for
repair and alterations as authorized by ComSerForce, Pacific., At
1500 transferred aviation unit to Naval Alr Station, San Point,
Seattle, Washington.during yard availability period. At 1510
commenced Navy Yard rcutine, Port Watch set, granting leave and
libverty to-gfficersgand erew maintaining sufficient personnei on
board to carry on Navy Yard work and sending personnel to train-
ing schools available in the United Stales.

21 May %o 31 May 194k
Drydocked as before.

Commander, U.a Navy,
N&v1gator.

& hoa P [} ’
Captain, U.S.Navy,
" Commanding.
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U.S.5. MASSEKCHUSETTS -

- --"W’ARJ 'BIABY.; "

_ o 36 Jwe te 30 .Tume 191;# _
Hcernd as bafore, centinuing Havy Yarﬁ Work. A

. captain, U.S.Ha -‘
Gomman&ing. :
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U)8.5, MASSACHUSE?TTS .. . 60/ahe
| NAR a'_
195 pluced airoraft 1n condition of Raa&lnass 11 roz

' x"@.&b}.ﬂn
Afrorafe Raaonn Duty.
resove mipsion, pilot Licntenent C. C. AIKHWOE%H, U.S.%., paasenger
NOUDY, D. L., ARH lo; 510+75+98, U.3.N.R., to attampt resoue of
pilos shot Gown over TKUK. ATOLYL by wnti-alroraft fire. . At 1722
peturned. from reacde mission, having ploked

'““i lane $01413

- : lat. Jfl Qs Ls Lﬁ!TEK. U.8.8.R., 1.5 miles Sortheast of

_ n .the legoen of TRUK AmﬁiL in renge of enemy snti-~
airaraft ‘patterfes, 1830 All alr strikes recovered and cperation
‘against TRUK completed, Comménced retirement on course 0409 (%2) |

i d 18 knots. At 1900 unidentified alroraft in visinity
“aiveraft being recovered prior to suneet, A .avout 19lh

‘aiveralt 4ive out of olouds on UV.3.d. LEXINGTON and :

*_wl_abauﬁ 100 yarda. Alroraft taken under fire by the
LEXINGTON, V.59.8. MAGBACHUSRITS guns could not bear on
¥ . Alroruft. identified as a Japanese dlve-bomber, type .
CoF *Yalt. 1915 Went to Alr Defenine stations ani ‘sed .
Lo Condition Zebra. U.8.8. ENTERFRISE launched two night'

vi&t whioh pronaaapd to TRUK erea. At 2034 set Conditica
iness 5! 4 Material Condition Yoke, At 2119 changed

: ia te 090 lT), A% 2140 U.3.8, EXTERPRISE reoovered two
- -onighs ftighters. At 21&1 chetnged aourse to 630° {(T). At 2300
| oNNAged asourss to 140° (T), procesding to eres of operations -
v fof Dopg pius two day, surface bambardment or PONA?% ISLAND by

a%4leahips,

 Submitted:
. D. CARLSOW, |
- Commandey, U 8. Hhvy,
Havigator. _ o
} wu wn Wlﬂi '
Qap#aini B‘B. nury.-n

Conmand

‘Ag 1517 catapulted pleane FOLLL3 for airopaft . —

b and retire to westward, Bomb flee short of vessel's o

-
12
=%
2
=
=
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U.5.5. MASSACHUSETTS | | 60/ ff
WAR DIARY

Fimerre.rs

 BECLARSRRD

Yard workmen on board continuing te complete uncompleted work,
| 14 JULY 19Lk.

. Anchored as before. 0840 Completed loading complete allowance o .
of emmunition. 1108 Seventy-six yard workmen reported aboard for workl
while emroute Port Angeles, Washington. 1105 Black Ball Line Ferry ¢
ceme alongside,. starboard side to deliver draft of men for 5th Amphib- ™% .
ious Forcea, reporting to U.S.S, MASSACHUSETTS for transportatiom, At =
1415 Black Ball Ferry cleared starboard side. 1417 Underway fronm ' N
Sineclair Inlet, Puget Sound, Washington enroute to Degaussing Range at '
Point Jefferson, Puget Sound, Washington for calidbration of Degaussing
equipment. At 1543 Commefced running Degaussing range and completed
all runs end caelibrationm at 1653, At 1653 Commenced making various
courses and speeds proceeding to area for standard compass compensation
and Radio Direction Finder calibration, At 1714 Commenced compass ¢om-

 pensation and Redio Direction Finder calibratiom., At 1800 completed

conpass compensation ard swinging ship for deviations. Continued
swinging ship for Radlo Direction Finder calibrations. At 1945 Radio

- Direetion Finder calibration completed for the day. Cormenced making

varions courses and speeds to conform with waters ef Puget Sound pro-
ceeding te Port Townsend, Washingbon to smchor for the night, At
.2136 anchored in berth 22 Port Towmsend, Washington.

.15 JULY 194&.

An¢hored as before. At 0605 underway from berth 22, Port Town- :
gend, Washington to proceed to vieinity to north of Poxnt _Dungeness ?
to ceazinue Radio Direction Finder calibrations. Making various
courges and speeds to conform with channel and waters of Puget Sound.

At 0718 commenced swinging ship for Radlo Direction Finder calibra-

tions, 1200 Completed Radio Directiom Finder calibrations. At 1202
Commenced taking messured range data at speeds of 15, 20 and 25 knots

and completing all runs &b 1532. Commenced making various courses

and speeds to enter Port Angeles Harbor, washingtom to discharge Navy

Yard workmen on hoard, completing uncompleted work. At 1636 enchored

in berth #4, Port Angeles, Washington. 1900 Underway from berth #4,

Port Angeles, Washimgton enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.H, in accordance

with despateh orders received from CincPac. Making various courses

énd speeds to clear the anchorage. U.3.3. ROWE and U,S.8. CUSHING i
reported for duty as escorts. sormed Task Group 1l2.5, Captain W.W. i
WARLICK in U.S.3. MASSACHUSETTS, Task Group Commender. Immediate L
Superior in Command is CincPac. 1930 3et course 2900(7T} and stand-

ard speed 17 knots, Ship in material condition of rcadiness *"Yoke".
Condition of keadimess II A modified to conform with standard require-~
ments. Formation zig-zagging. :

. 16 JULY 1944. o
- 0800_Position 1200 Position . 2000 Position
Lat. = 470 31.}' K. 560 55,17 W, L858 37.2" N.
Lomg, 1280 27.6' W, 1210 (9.1t W, | 132%°04.3" W.

* | (on) | | | %
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14 1 ;, : 4 2
AEINELA, 54 ﬁ 1 WAR DIARY 3
Steaming as before emroute Pearl Barbor in'cdmpany with Q.S‘S. L &

ROWE and U.S,5. CUSHTNG., At 0803 sighted a floating mine, Position
47° 31,4 N, Position 1280 27.6' W,, identified by screen as Navy
Type 87 mine, At 1300 changed course to 2309(T), .

17 JULY 1944, |
0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Pesition =y,
Lat. %30 26.07W. 42071797 N, ;1o 12.2' X,  °
Long. 1359 41.1' W. 1360 46.8' W. RECCETRCT A

Steaming as before. At 0630 C/S to 18 knots, ODuring the day
conducted exercise II E, surfuce radar tracking exercise. Boresight-
ing and director chedks for main and secondary batteriss, At 2000
set all clocks back one half hour (%) to conform with zone ¢ 7% War
Time. At 220 changed course. to 224°{7T). ,

o 18 JULY 1944.
; 0800 Position 1200 Position .. 2000 Position
~ Lat. 389 43,67 N, 37° 5L.3' N. 36 19.2' N,
Long. 1420 08.9' W. 143° 08.9' W. 145° 02.0% W.

~ Steaming as before, At 0215 U.S.S, RONE left formation to take
position for exereise 1I E during hour before sunrise., At 0733 changed
course to 2270{T)., During forerocon comtinued boresighting and director
checks for main and secondary batteries., During afternoon fired structe
ural and test firings for machine gun batteries. At 2000 set all

clocks back one half {(2) hour to conform with zone # 8 time. At 2030.
U.5.5. CUSHING made night torpedo attacks for drill purpose in

trecking and 1llumination. 2249 C/C to 2239(T) .,

o 19 JULY 194k,

0800 Position . 1200 Positlon 2000 Position
Lat, 330 L5.57 N. 330 02.7' N. 310 22.27 N,
Long. 1580 19,1 W. 1,90 02.9' W. 1500 35,71 W,

Steaming as before, At 0200 U.S.S, CUSHING left formation to
take position for exercise IIE. Condueted exereise IIE prior to
sunrise. bLuring forenocon catapulted and recovered planes, " Flanes
acting es target planes for tracking runs and radar celibrations. At
072}, changed course to 219°(T), During tlie afternoon catapulted and
rogovered planes, IFlans serviees for machine gun firing by all :
units in company, Flanes dropped smoke flares for surface targeis
for 5"/38 Caliber firing by all units in compeny. At 2000 set &ll
clocks back one half (%) hour to conform with zone /£ 8% War Time, At .
2115 U.5,8. BOWE left formation to conduct night torpedo attack and
target for night illumination drili, 2205 Fired night starshell illum-
ination practice, ceasing fire at 2218. At 2306 C/5 to 17.5 knots.

—

@ S (95) - o V2
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20 JULY 1944 _
0800 Posgition 1200 Fosition 2000 Pogition _
Let. 280 L0.O' W, ' 270 55,6¢ N, 250 19,2V Ny ¢ ..
Long. 153° 08.2' W.. 153° 42.3" W. 1550 06.1* W. &qsi 3
Steaming as before, At 0200 U.S.S. ROWE left formation for I
exercise ITE oonducted during hour prior to sunrise. During foremeom % -
fired Exercise 12 A, machine gun firing at towed sleesve, towed by R

ship's aireraft, Juring afternoon the same exorcise was conducted.
After dark fired test firing of starshells. 1510 C/C to 2109(T).
At 2000 set all clocks baek one (1} hour to cénform with zone f£ 9%
wer time. Ammunition expended for the training exercises for the

day: _
7 3098 Rounds ,LOMM (HEIX)
2769 Rounds 203 {BEI} _
" 4,67 Rounds 20MM {HET) -
10 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. SPD 4977
10 Projectiles, starshell.
'8 Rounds LOMM for test.

21 JULY 194k .
0800 Poaition 1200 Position - 2000 Pogitlion

Lat, 220 N, S , . . earl Harbor
Long. 1579 00.5' W. 1579 28.5' W, : ‘Berth Fox 2.

Steaming as before. At 0430 Made radar cortact with simuiated
pre-dawn attack group bearing 2400(T), distance A4 miles. Flanes
approached on various courses and made various torpedo attack and
bombing aettack runs until sunrise., At 0807 catapulted planes for
flight to Pearl Harbor. At 0830 went to General Quarters for Main
Battery offset calibration firing. 0930 Commenced firing Main Batt~.
ery, calibration practice completed. Secured from General Quarters
and set Condition IIA. From 1330 to 1630 services were provided by
shore based aircraft to fire 5"/38 Caliber Battery and Machine Gun
Batteries at towed sleeves. Baker George and Tare rums were fired. ;
At 1545 conpleted firings on all batteries, 4% 1730 entered Pearl ;
Harvor entrance channgl making various courses and speeds 1o conform :
with the channel, At 1819 moored in berth Fox-2, Pearl Harbor, T,H,,

Task Group 12.5 dissolved. Reported to CincPac for duty. Tramsferred
961 men of 5th Amphibious ¥our Draft ashore, OSet the port war watch
and material condition "Yoke" at anight, and X~ray during daylight.

- 22 JULY 1944. - i

‘Moored in berth Fox 2; Pearl Hardor, T.H. At 1522 underway fer |
Berth Beker 17, Pearl Harbor Havy Yard; Pearl Harbor, T.H. for limited

‘availability period to complete work not completed by the nNavy Yard

Puget Sound. 1614 Moored in berth Baker 17. Port watches secured dure~
ing stay in_fear; farbor. - Anti-~aircraft batteries in Condition I from

(96}
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Aulhorily

.

1 hodr before sunrise to 0800 daily. Material comditiom "Yoke" get
during darkness and X-ray during deylight period.

23 JULY 1944.

Moored as before, 0233 went to General Quarters wpon receipt =—.. = -
of an alert from ComiawSea Fromtiexr. Made all preparations for n
getting underway. At 0854 secured from slert. Set port wateh and
resuted normal routine of training, upkeep and repalr of personnel

and material.

23 JULY to 31 JULY 194k.

Hoored as before.

.. [ ] ‘ CK’
Captaln, U.S.Navy,
Commanding.
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* File No.
BB59/ AJ.2-:L/A16-3

. end varioue Pacific Fleet units: present. At 1139 anderway and

- ares gouth of Cahu., Services provided by Commander Hawaiian Sea -

89254:

........

1 August l9hh

Mboreﬂ starbeard side te Berth 17, Navy‘Yard Pearl Harbor,
7., for repairs ard alterations as authorized by € der
Se¥vice Foroe, Pacific, Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

standing out of Pearl Harbor, Commanding- Orficer, MASSACHUSETTS
ig Commander Task Growp 12.7. U.8.8. SNITH, ‘LAMION, FLUSSER and
DRAYTON accompany the H&SSACHUSETTB in P.G. 12.7 apder orders.
and routing of Commander Hawailen Sea Frontier, earoute Eniwetok
Atoll, Marshall Islands. . At 1345 Commenc¢ed pericd of tralmning in

Frontier, At 1515 Commenced Main and Secondary Battery calibira-
tion practices. At 1814 completed firings. Ay 1911 fired 5"
high altitude practice., At 2125 earried out night battle 1ndect— !
rination practice (main and.seeondary batteries). ‘ -
" 2000 Positien |
209 21, é' N
1579 47.8
2 Auguss won, . F T

Steaming as before. At 971@ cemmeaced 5% . and 1ight AJA.
firings at sleeve and drone targets. A% 1415 repalled simulated

“air attack by Hewaiien Sea Frontier airoraft., At 1535 ome plane

of attacking force crashed and sank to sterboard. At 1555 came
to course 2720{T) and speed 18 kmots. OCommenced zig-magging in- .
accordance with Flan 10Z. Screan,plaaad in eccordance with stand-
ard plans (V.8.F. 10A), This ship: basieally in Gondition II at

. night emd Gondition IIX in’ daytlme.

0800 Position - 2200 gositien 2000 Pés;tion - .

200 26,2t N - 200 40.0" X 190 39,7t N
157°r LW 1570 08,8 W 1570 Lo 7t W

3 August 194L

Steaming es vefore. At 0200 changed course to 265°(T)

- At 0315 planes of U.5.5. INDEPENDENGE simulated search and &ttack
on. this group. Laurched aircrafi and fired machine gun batteries
during the days drills. At 1556 Chenged ecourse to 2600(T). :

.'2000 Changed time zone t6 zohe plus ten (£10). At 2100 U.S, S.

FLUSSER ected as target for torpede attack exercise. Fired 5"
star abells for illuminatian.- L

e o
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U.8.5. NASSACHUSETTS - 6o/zg
ldcirisd  WaR pIARY
0800 Posttion . 1200 Pbsition 2000 Positiem
199 5311 K 190 50.9' B 199 32,0° N
1620 25.5! W 1639 24,0 W 165° 45,10 W
© .k August 1944
oaoe~hoqg§;en - _iaeo Position =~ 2000 Position
199 00,51 B 189 193" N 180173t R
1690 20.4* ¥ S 70023 v W . a7ee k22 W ¢

- Eteaming aa~bef0ra. Exeroisad at Gunnery Drills during the
-day inclading 57 and-light. AvA. firings, Catapulted and recovered
planes. At 1147 changed course to 258°(T), At 2000 Changed %o -
zone plus tem (#10) and one-half lé) time. At 2100 fired 5" ili-

umination pr&ctiee. .
5 Augast 1944

- eééé'résitian o _g@gfresition 2000 Position
179 33,30 N 179 1313 X . 1695L.7 N
176e R b W 1770 2.9 W 1790 58.3' W

: 3teamins as before. At 0000 ehanged.course to. 257°(T)
Exerc¢ised at Gunnery and Tectieal Drillsg during the dsy.. Launcheéd
and' recovered aireraft. At 2000 chan%e? to zone plus’ eleven ({11)

T).

time. At 2117 changed course te 2530

B 6 hugust 294k e
0800 Pesitzon 1200 Positien . 2000 Positfon
150553 B ¢ . 150 35,21 A U0 5h.50 W
1760 33.3% B LA Bkt B 173 08.L' B

Bteaming as before.' Exerciseﬂ at Gunnery and Taetioal Brills

dufing the day. ILeunched and recovered aireraft. Flred mechine
. gun batteries at fowed sieeves. At 1750 changed course to 2540(T).
At 2000 changea to zone plus eleven 14 11) and one-half (%) time..

' 7.August 19&&

; esee Positian ~ 1200 Popition | 2000 Peaition
i' - -

L 130 57.2' B 130 j2.7 N | 130 02,31 §
. 1690 L8.5'E 1680 L7,5' B 166° 37.0' E

ehed.and recoverea aircraft. At

Steaming as" before. “Law
At 2000 changed to zohe plus

166& .ehanged eourse to 2510( .
give (# 12) time. s
. .

(9932  --  _ - - o ;;z;;
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 U.5.8. MASSACHUSETTS . 60/£f
¥AR DIARY. o

| ~8vkugﬂat=l9ﬁh

| _eseo Pesitio_g 1200 Position ;2000 Besition - s

116 42 N o Anchorea in Berth h23, Eniwetek Atoll,
_21630 17.6'E o Marshall Island- Group. -

' Steaminmg as befors; At 0100 changed course to 246°(T). At-, T
0555 -scunded General -Quarters; gecured at 0650.. At 0830.leunched
two glreraft for. anti-suhmarine patrel. At 0956 sighted Eniwetok -
Islend, bearing 2919(T)}.  Units of Task Force 58 observed entering
"the atoll. Passsad- Beaoen "Basy" abeamn to starboard at 1157 and en-
~tered Eniwetok Atoll. At 1337 anchored in Berth h23, Eniwetok - -
Atel). .Task Gpoup 12.7 dlssolved in accordance with CincFac 310215% .
HESSAGHUSEETB became unit of Fifth Fleet,  Administrative SOPA is
ComSercn TEN in U.8,S. PRAIRIE. Set the Port War Wateh and commenced-
' rellawing hnormal port routinel U.S.S8. TAPPAHANNACK came alongside -
" to-ptarboard for fueling operatiens, delivering 3800 gallens aviation.

ﬁ1rl]‘wﬂ[w

5

5;,gaaoline and $564 barrels fuel oil at 850F, Recleved draft of one-

' hupdred nineteen men aboard for duty. At 24,00 Chenged to zone minus
__eleven time (-11). : o

hES

10 August to 16 August 19k4

Anchored in Berth 423, Enlwatok Atell Harshall Ialand Greup.
Part ﬂhr Watch is set, nermal port routine baing folleowed. Making
all preparations for ses .and maintaining a .schedule of repair, main-
tenance and upkeep of .equipment as permitted by Conditien of Readi~
ness for gettlng underway. Ganducting routine trainimg, drill and
recreatiem achedule.,

“On 11 .August 1944 at. 0920 T.8.8. ﬁMSHINGTOH, .S.S. JINBIANA,
;U 8,8, ALABAMA end U,8.8. I@WA atood in to anchar. Present GamBahPac
in WASHINTON and ConBatPiv EIGHT -in INDIANA. :
> On 12 Augiast 1944 ‘at 1710 7.3.83. GALIFBRNIA, U.S,8. TENNESSEE
' anﬂ TS, s.nHGKELULU staad inxe the harbor and anchored 1n assigned -
'berths. R

© 10nlh August 194k, at 0800 assﬁmed duty as Radar Guardship. Re- .

lieved of Radar &uard buty on 16 Auguat at 0800 hy U 8.8 . ABABANA,

17 August 194k

L - Anchored ss befera. At 0300, purauant te Commsnder Task Force
-Fifty BEight's 122357, became a unlt of Task Group 58,3, Rear Admiral

. Shexman in U.S8.S. ESSEX, commanding. Ipeluded im Task Group 58.3 are .
. U.8.8. E88EX, U.S.8. LEXINGTGN, U.S.S.. ﬁmSHIEGTGN, U.8.8. MASSACHOUIETTS,
T.8.8. TNRIANA, U.3.8. ALABAMA, CruDiv. Thirteen (less BILOXI), U.5.9..

RENO, DPesion Fifty end Desron Fifty ¥ive; U.8, +8, .30UTH DAKOTA in-

cluﬂed but not present. . Commander Task Férce Fifty Eight present in

U.8.8, LEXINGTON, (Vioe Admiral MITSCHER); Commender Battleships,

 Pacifi¢ present in U.3.8. WASHINGTON, {Vice Admirsl LEE); ComBatPiv’

. -BIGHT present in U,8.8. INDIANA, (Rear Admiral DAVIS), -At 2020 re- L
- esived. Bicnal "Flash Red" from SOPA visually and by T.B.S. At 2021 -

AN
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. maintenance, repalr, tralaiip and drill schedules.

- getting underway.. 2245 Aircraft identified as friendly and S@PA
- .War Watch and resumed normal pert routine.
-YWSS alongside to starboard,

- No,. Y0=4k4 trensferred to Third Fleet and became unit of Task Force .

5
5
=

U.5.8. MASSACHﬁSETﬂS - | 60/t
erEey  WAR DIARY |
reeeivea signal "Flaah White" 1n seme- manner.' | _ |

" 18 Angust to.23 August- l9hh- - DT !\$._,

Anehored B9 before. G@ntiﬁuing preparatiens for sea, and

on 18 hugust 1944, &t 0635 Itansferred 110 rounds of 57/38 Cal, = v
projectiles, Mk: 36-7, MTF, Mk, 18-4 to U.S.5. IOWA. At 1508 U.S.8. a \

ASCELIA, AK 137, moored alongside to starboard for prqwiaiening

operations.-
: At 0840, 19 augast 1944, provisioning ¢ompleted, and U.s S.

'ASCELLA, AK 137, cleared our sharboard side. Transfeirred 6,000, .

gallons ¢f freshwater 4o YW8S, alongside to starbeard, At 2225 EGPA S

-get Condlition "Flash Red® beeause of unidentified airerafy in viein-_ o

ity: Went te Alr Atvack.Stations; commenced preparations for
set Condition "Flash White". Secured from Alr Attack, set Port
“6n 21 August 194k, transforred 6,000 gallons fresh water to

. At 1400 on 22 August 19LLtransferred 100 rounds of 5"/38 Gal.
projeetiles, Mk, 30-6 "W" to U.S.S, WASEIHGTGH. _

24 August 19#4

0656 underway to ehift berths to antl-aircraft range, At |
0723 enehored in berth 312. At 0800 assumsd Radar Guard Duty. Conw -
ducted 5%/38 Oaliber practiece and maehine guni practice, firing at

towed sleeves, 1602 underway retorn to assigned berth' andhered in

berth 423 at 1633. o I
l 25 August 1944 I '5

Anchored as before,. Recelved 156 - 5%/38 Cal. Btar bhalla,
Mark 18, Wod 2 aad 4 from LOM elongside to.port, .

26 August 1944

-Anchored as befere. Pursuant to ComBatFac @peratien Order

?hirty Four assigned to Task Group 34.1
QMSK GB@GP GRGAHIZATIGH

......... Farce PR _lkj_ _ | |
ne (TaG, 3La1 _?iee Admiral LEE, commanding. | E
B V.EN lass NEW'JEBSEY'plES WESHIRGTQH (7T 34.1.1) o '
EL .Rza{ A?miral @.B. BAFIE, cemmanding T-U-ar'
v » Qg .

: Batﬁiv KINE | E.ﬂ. 9% 3]

,,,,,,,

. S (1@1)
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'At 0800 relieved of Rad&r Guard by U.8, S ALABAMA At. 6930
Commander Battleship Division EIGHT, Rear Admiral- G B. B&VIS -
apsisted by members of his staff, began Military Inspection. 4
At 1130 Ingpectlon conmpleted; ﬁommander Battleghip Bivisien . 5
BIGHT end mambers of his starf left the ship.

‘ 27 &ugust 194k

o Anchered a8 befere.- Transferrea 6,000 gailuna freah water

to YW88. At 1029 -underway to-shift pusition in berth 423 slightly
away from U.8.9, IOWA in adjoining berthi. At 1038 anchored in
asaigned berth 423+ Contin&ed with ‘normeal port routine.

, 28 August 1944 ) _
| Anchared as- barere. U.8.8. GAHABA eams alongside to star-

;_béora and delivered 3,838 barrels ruel il and 5,@00 gallona afia-
'--;tion gaseline. |

I

29 August 19hh

o Anchored ag- beforeu Transrerred empty ammnnition cases and

' oens to S.8. RUTLAND VICTORY, alengslde to starboard. ~ Iransferred
to 80PA 19,000 rounds LOmMM, HET emmunitien, Lot Unslé Baker:; re~

- eelved tram.S@PA 20,000 rounds LOMM H.E. ﬁmmunition, Lot Unele Able.

36 Aagust 19hh

Anchorsd a3 before. 0658 Underway from berth k23 Eniwetok
Atoll of the Marshall Island. Group in accordance with éomBatPac :
- Bortie Order No. 1l-j\4. This ships is unit of Task Group 34.10,
Gonmander, Vice Admiral LEE Jn U.5.8.. WMSEIEGTON.__

mx Gnmm ﬁmmzm'ﬂen {T.G. 34.1@)

1835 EEW’JERSEY plus WISHIHGT&N._
oy ) less SOUTH. DAKOTA plus: IHBIANA,
Nﬁ&ﬁAﬂHUﬂETﬂB..

ﬁearon Fiftx.

At @756 wsnt to. Air Attack Stations and aat Haterial Condition

#Zpbran for sortie. Upon completion of sortie at 0825 secured

frem Air Attaék Stations, set Materlal Condition "Yoke™, At 0855
formed eruising formation 10 Victor, econtained in,panagraph by
8peciql Exereise Procedure, Annex "B" to ComTaskFor Operation
Order Ho. 1l-4k4, on course 180°%(T).and axis 180%(T} at standard . .

. Bpeed, 17 knots. At 0932 formed cruising dlsposition 4 Nan, con~

tained in pavegraph 3(a (3] of Sortle ﬁr&er, comBatPao Operation
Order ll-iL, on course 186°(T), axis 180°(T) at standard speed,

17 knets, -¢ormenced zig-zagging in accordance with Plan 23 at

s
e

| 0942, At 1100 Ceesed zig-zagging and steadied on course 1309(fT) .

s for tran;ier of. wounded man from U.S.3. GGGSWELL, whioh ‘eame along-

. (102) - e 5
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U.S.5. MASSACHUSEPTS 60/12
WAR DIARY “

ﬂide o starboarﬁ' transfer campleted at 1110. A 1226 formed -

Special CGrulaing. Eormation 10 Vietor preparatery to: condueting seched-

uled Gunnery Exercises; combained in Annex ®"B®* to GomilagkFor Thirty

Four Sortie Order li~4k. TUpon completion of BExercises at 1510, form—y

od oruising disposition 4 Hen, changing Fleet pcourse end axis to

- 1659(7) end making 22 knots. Fleet Guide-is U.8.5. IOWA,- bearing e
2290{%), 4,509 yardej Division guide is U.8.8. ALABAMA, 165%(T), Rt 8
2,000 yards.- 1553 Clisncsd 2ig-zagging in aceordance with Plen 2
2&, ceasing’ at 1724 asd returhiing tc base course,  165%(7) at 18 S
knots. At 1733 foymed oruising disposition 4 Sugar confained in e
crulging instructien to Annex¥B" of Operation.Order 10-44 issued

by ComTask¥or Thirby:Pour,. At 1747 Cruiger Divisiens 13 and 14

" jolned the disposition. - Included. in Cruviv 13 are: U.S.8. MOBILE,

-SANTA FE, BIRMINGHAM; in CruDiv 1}, ¥.S,3. HOUSTON, VINCERNES axp’ .

MIAMTI. Az 181? Gammancaﬂ zig-zagging: in- acear&ance with Plen 25.

1200 Positiom 2000 rositlon-
B8 430 1o 2? NE
. 31 August 1944 -
98@6 Position .-_ - 1200 Position 2000 Pogition
1égg %g g: - .-16t§ %% ;: £ L 16%3 g% 2t B

o Steaming 88 . before 1n eompany with Task Growp. 3h 10 and Task
Group 34.11, enroute afber comducting tactical exereises, to fuels
ing rendezvous and.reéndezvous with Task Forece 33, in actordance

with ComBatPae ﬁperation fDrder 10-44. At 0500 unidentified radar
contact bearing 2120(1}, distaince 58 miles reported to Task Force
Comsander. Contact. later identiflied as Island of Kusaie. AL _
9646 set Alreraft comdition Of Readimess 8. Standard speed changed
to 15 knots. 0657 ceased. zi%-zagging and resumed base course, 1659
(7); formed ecruilsing disposition 4 Fan at 17 kmots. Cenducted machw
ine gun battery firing. exercises as scheduled, expending 492 rounds
LOMM (HiT); end 439 .rounds; 20 (HE). Engageﬁ in tactical meneuvers - -
a&s directed by Task Group Commapdsr.. A% . 1300 Conducted radar calibra- -
tion sxercises, and at 1343 manned General Quarters stations pricr
to Main Battery firing ezercise. - Conmenced firing Mein Battery at

1607, firing at varying ranges from the target. At 1724 . ceaged -

firing and secured from General Quarters, setting Condition II Able,

At 1725 Fleet course and axls changed to 2259(7T); and at 1745 re- B
govered two eivereft by the Dog method, at 10 knots. At 1816 commenc- - .
ed- zig-zagging in accer&ance with Plan 25, speea 17 knots. ' :

(203) |
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N

Ga.pta:tn, v. S.Naw, _
Gemanding. .
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1 SEPTEMBER 194k

0800 rosition 1200 rosition | 2000 Position

©020 - 13.6' N 020 - 22.4' K 01° - 34,6t N
161° - 1e.£' - 1600 - 2L.2' E . 158° - 37,2t E

o Steaming with- Task Force 34 on 0perations conoerned with '
'stalemate II Campalgn; in general eccordance with Commander West-
erm Pacific Task Forces {and Commander Third Fleet) Operation

. Plan Fo, 14~bkf of 1 Auguat 19hh. Basic erganlzatien inciudes the
rbllawing foreess

T.%, g@ C o
- Cover ng Foroe and special Groups. o
Tele 31 . . - 18534

ed. tinnary Force.
T. ¥, )

_ aavf'_urface Striking. Force.
| \ F, _ unfaca Striking Force..
: | %

24 .arrier Forces.

. Task Force 34 (Vice Admiral W.A. LEE) organized and- aperating in
‘accordance with C.T.F, 34 (ComBatPac) Bperatlon Order 10-4) of . o

%6 uat 194L. AL praaent Task Force 34 includes Bat&lelina '
34-1

’ C_)
. Towa (¥, BatDiv 7) k] 2
: WASHINGTON (¥, ‘ConBatPac) g =7z
INDIARA (F,.Batbiv 8) . o ﬂog
. MASSACHUSETES o TeR
o ADABAMA (F, BatDiv 9). -2
' Gruﬂiv 1k less VIGKBBURG - L
- Bssﬁen 52 - e =
Lert*Flank: : = N
L SruDiv 13 less BILO!I
DesRon 50 .

: Steaming in cruistng dispoaitien 4-N on fleet course 2550(T]
et 18 knots. Axls 255°(T]. Standard speed 15 knots. Zlg-zagging
in seccordanceo-with Plan 25, Ship is in Cendition of Readineas II
‘during darkness snd III during daylight qxeept where otherwise in-
~dicated, '

s FILMEII

;om5a. R &1
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3359/A12-1/A16a3 - U.8.8. MASSACHUSETTS .' | | éo/ff'
S delchd & - VAR DIARY | o

I At @k}h Stood to General ‘Quarters- atations ror-axereises. o s
Secured at 0548. A% 0600 Fleel course-and axis changed to- BSGQ(T), -
Conducted tactieal-and gunmery: exﬁrcises throughout the-day. - Y -
10654 Speeial Group 34.5 eonsisting of IOWA, GruDiv 14 and BeaBen 52 -
left the: &isp@sition. Ag 1730, in eruising disposition 4L-N on fleot W
.?mgg?e and axis 2L5°(T). At 24,00 changed zone time to minus ten Tt

]

R | 2~SEPTEMBEB-19¢a; | _
ﬂioe“Péaition- - 1200 Position 2000 Posttion

00° - 27.6' § 009~ 24,.5" N . 009~ 21.8" N
155° - LTV E L 15O 255LE 0 1529 - 2840 B

BT Steaming as befare.- At 2,01 31mu1ated attack by 8pecial Group
3445 developed. Formed approach dispositien 8, Ship stood to

. General Quarters stations. Maneuvering t¢:attack simulated enemy.

. - A% 0415 fermed Battle Plsposition L. Ab @ h fermed cruising dis~ o

' position 4-N en fleet course -and axls 270° Secured Irem General . |
. Quarters. . 0750 Launched twe planes for A S.P. reeovering—at 1105 by

- Deg Method. "Held Tactieal snd Gumnery: Exercises thiroughout the day.

" At 1900 changed fleet eourse and axis to 310%°(T); speéd 18 knots,

- 19306 Commeneed zig-zagging in accordance with Plan 25.° At 2300

- ehanged ta zone minus nime time (~%). '

- o | 3 SEPTEMBEB 1944 |
9860 Positien-- ' 1200 Position - Qggﬁ Pesition

tand axis to 270%(T); speed 15 knots. ' At 0328 in contact with Task
Foroe 38 by TBS radie,., 0500.In vieinity of rendezvous point with
Tagk Foree 38 at 01° 30'N, 1500 - 25'E, Crulsers detached from T.F, =
34 join their Task Force. 38 groups, -Commenced maneuvers, which- _ i
lasted throughout the morning, to.joln up -with fuellng groups and ol
Pak ‘Force 38, maintaining en advance en course-1209(T). At 0800 S
changed to.minng ten (=10} zone: time. - At 1200 U.8.8. CASSIK YOUNG
alenside with official mail. Task Ferce 34 dlssolved, eruiser and |
destroyer unlts, except DesDiv 99, reporting to Task Groups 38.2 o
~and 38.3. Battleships end DesDiv 99 organized as Tasgk Group 38.5. N
Tagk Force 38 operdates under ComFirgtCarTaskForPeac (Viee Admirsl .
M.A., MITSCHER) Operation. Order No. 10=ik of 20 August 19L4. Dis-
“position. end imsiructions are alse: found in First Carrier Task
o Ferce Instruetiens, whieh mndifies and ampliries U.8.F. lﬁA. Task _

_ alo - 10,8' N o 01° - 00.6' K " 000~ 05,1 W ‘
15@ =~ 48,8t E - 1510 - I9.4' E o 1520 - 33.8! E |
¢ Bteaming as before with Taﬂk Force: 3&. At 0300 ohanged eourse . !
|
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Brsupa
-ent mission to the north, - Operations comtemplate Task Group 38.5 3
‘operating independently during the early atrikes on Palan and & .} ,

| 1450 - 24.6(B B TILY

BB59/AI2-1/AI6-3 U.8.5. MASSACHUSETTS  eo/er )

- WAR BIAHY
7r.-, 38.2 and 38 3 present.' Thsk Greup 38.u on an independ«

mm&o 'Y

Pask Group 38 5 (Vice Admiral W.A, LEE in WASHINGTON) ogerating <t

under ComBatPee- operation arder 12—&& (28@9@1 of: August 1944

At 1719 Tagk. Group ? fonmed cruising dispositipn h-s on .
course 140°(T), axis 120 (T At 2&@0 changed %0 zoene minus nine

_(+9) time, . .- _
- , |, SEPTHMBER 1944 I
. esea Poait!.an S 1200 Position = 2000 Position
00%-11.3' 8 600 '_-_-0_6;'1""3 000 - 21,97 g
- 350°%..52.9t B 149° - 59.3' B 8% - 215t B

Steaming as bef¢¥e, At 0000 change& fleet e@urae and axia to

- 28@°(T Fleet speed 1s 17 knots. "‘fask Force 38 groups 1, 2 and
" 3:Aare. orthwaat of 38,5, .enroute FPalau. 38.5 1s enroute. area
- "Temple® which ia. apyraxinatbly at. 3°N, 13598, At 0760 DAVEY JONES
- - announced histyiresencéiabogrd; and at 0900’ NEPTUNIS REX was received
- with dune ctremony.. Pbllyweg members of the crew were converted to

shellbacka.
' -.680@ Positien o 1200 Pasition - ' ”~2909.Pésition
01° - 171 W 0 Tage L zg.a’ﬂ 01° - 33N,
- 3748 1429 = 36.9'E

Bteaming,aa befors. During. the. aay canducted tactical and
gunnery exerciges conforning 1n,genaral to' base course 2769(T}).

At 1930 changed fleet course to 280°(T); speed is 17 kKnets.. Zig-

zagging in aeeordance with Plan 25. .
6 SEPTEMBER l9hb

' ane.Pﬁg;tion.,. ' 'f' 1280 Pegi;ion“~ - 2000??osition"
. @20_ .03;6! -H : R 920_@3_51 H B 920 - 1k, 31 .
139° - 293t 1399 - 10.6" B ©137° - 294 B

. Steami ag befqre. Az 0615 U.s.s. NEW JERSEY with Comuander

Prird Fleet (Admiral W.F, m.sgr) jeingd Task. sreup 38, 5. Battle-

line organization became: "' _ _
_ - atﬁiv
: : . T . TOWA (F)
Y R KEW JERSEY (F??)
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U.S.8. MASSACHUSETTS
- WAR DIARY BIm

gamiv 8
. INDIANA (F)

| h ot MASSACHUSEPTS -
e a T . ”.
""‘“**2 ALABAMA -(F)
WASHINGTON. (FF)

Exereiaed at: tactics and gunnery thraughout “the- day, with c@mBatniv S T
g active as - 0.7.0, At 1206 U.S.8. HEALY alonside to transfer patient. L
At 1?10 U.8.8.. COTTEN alongsiﬁe ‘with maxl. fleet coursae and sxis S
2909 T], speed 15 knets, o '

7 SEPMER---lQbe .

-eso@ Pesition .~ 1RO Position 2000 Pesiticn
© e3® - 3B9'H - ©3% - 58.9' N 030, - 0g.yt ]SE
'_13h°-- 554 3' S 134° - 33.5* E - 135° - 21.3' B

T *i.isteaming as before. Ganducted tactieal and: gunnery exereises :
‘threughout the day, A% 1015 steod to General Quarters stations for

‘Bréreises. Secured at 1l115. At 1624 USS BICKOX alongside to fuel.

Operation completed at 17275 USS HICKOX receving 69,780 gallons

fuel oll. Kleet courae. 14,08 (T), axis 270°(T); apee& 15 knots,

0800 Pegumn o 1200 Position ) 2000 Posttion

4% -25.7' N | ..ff“ 03° =47.1' § . g2® 58, 3
1359 - 27.3's . 180 -USTUE 1359 - 18,

L Staaming on_course. 3&ﬂ°(T), axis 279°lT), speed 17 knots in

- eraising dispositien Sugar. . Zig-zagelng aceording to Plan 25,
Conldlucted variots tactical and gunnery exerclses. throughout . the.

day. At 0800 catapulted two. plexnes for flights in counsction with
gungery érills; recoversd aireraft by Charlie Nethed at 1120. Stoed
to General Qnartars stations at 1315 for drill, securing at 1326.
U.S5.8, HRALY alongside to.fuel at 1615, clearing side at 1732 after
,reeeiving 19,945 gallons of fuel oi). - Formed ormising dispositiomn -
 h-Bugar at 2015 on fleet course 1k0°(T}, axis 270°tT} at 1? knots

9 SEPTEMBER 1944, .

- 0800 Positien - . -120@-po-si—t-1on- | . zo@e Poaition o
Owlﬁrﬁ T: ST 032 - 49.0 N
1350 - 09.9*' E . 135 - 11. 5' | -135% - 112! B

C steﬁming asg. batere. banducted taetioal exercises throughout
day upon direction:of 9.T.G. At 1150 fleet course and axis changed

to 180°(T), At 2004 formed ¢ruising disposition L Sugdr on course: -

- and axls 3509°(T) at 17 knoets. U.3.8. BICKOX left formatlon at 2200, ey

L on directi n 9f 0 T.o. te carrylg%t undisclesed assignment.- ' L*
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BB59/M2-1/AJ.6-3 . U.S.8. MASSACHUSETTS : . 60/£

e WAR, DIARY
| S 10 SEPTRMBER 1944
0800 Position | 1200 Position 2000 Position
SRR SEN . ggoany

: Steaming asg berore, zig-zagging accorﬂing to Plan 25 At . !
. 0612 U.8.8. INDIANA reported sighting a floating mine and droppeﬁ ' |
a gmeke pot. to-.mark the epproximate location. U.S.8. GATLING was' "
sent to investigate. Effected rendezvous with Fueling Group 30.8.5 = ;
and 0630 farmed fqg%ing dispesition 4 Pox, guide U.8.5. NECHES, on i
course 180°{T) at’ 12 knots. At 0707 came alongside port side of . |
U.8,8. KASKESKIA and commenced receiving fuel. At 0811 U.S.S. !
HEALY came elongside te port and transferred aboard s radle tech- ' '.
- npician, At 1040 completed fueling operations having receivead '
14,345 barrels fusel oil at 60°F. Zig~zegged independently on . : ‘
station while the tmits fueled, At 1146 formed eruising dispostion
'L, Bugar on Bourse 2709(T), axls 060%(T) at 17 knots, guide , US.8.,
' INDIANA. Fleet axis cbanged to 0909(T) at 1417 and at 1430 formed
prufsing disposition L4 Nan, At 1718 U.S.8. DO gBGH alonggide to
'bra.nsfer guard mail. Fleet axis changed to 320 fleet course t.o

5206%7a).
| | 11 SEPTEMBER 194 |

osoo Positien - 1200 Position 2000 Position

06° - 33,1t N 070 - 13,27 H o 'és"é"-'l;z' .01 'H

1320- 16.4' 8 131° - 41.5! E 1300 - 23.1' E

o Steaming as before on various ceui'ses and at various a;peeds
as directed by 0.P7.C. At 1139 formed by divisions 90° relative to
. BatDiv 8, station units formed 1800 relative to unit guides. Pursuant
- %0 Gom'mirdrleet 102035, at 1200 Task Group 38.5 dlssolved, U.S.S.
mssmr oa H{BE’.I‘TB becoming a. unit of Task Group 38.3, organized as
ollows:
' Go 38,3 -Rear.&ﬂmiralsmm -

-

E 52341 - Alr Torce - Bear Adniral SHERUAN
~°  _ PRINCETON
b) 28.3.2 Heayy S ort - Vice Admirel LER

‘6 less WORTH. GSROI.H[A
WASHINGT@N (FF) .. _
BatDiv 8 .
MASSAGHUSETTB, INDIANA
BatDiv 9
" ALABAMA (F) (SOUTE D&KGTA nos present]z

LD 109 & N R 5 |
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u'§B-9/A;251/&&6e3~- TS, MASSAQHUSETES . - _ .éO/ffln

-WAR ﬁIﬁRY
Lif t Su ort - Rear Aﬂmiral DU BOSE

Ae) 28;2.2
LT waDLv T

(a)-zs;z.& agzgeg geeaptain Toad | 'k
DesBon 55 '

Viee Admiral MITSGEEH present in LEKINGTGH, Rear Admiral snmnmgn
,apresent 1n'RSQEI '

L At . 1337 formed fueling dispositien e Fax while carriers fuel-
~ofs Fleoet gulde is eenter-tanker, fleet course and: axis'Blso(T), -
-gpeed-12 knots, 1525 U.5.S. HEALY alongside for tramsfer of

engineering material. 1645 Fermed cruising dispoesition 5 R

 guide, U.5.5. FSSEX, on fleet course 315%(T), flest axis 225 (Ti

&t 20 knots.
I | 12 SEPTEMBER 1904k -
Lo sso“?wgitge 1200 Pesition 2000 Peaitigg
©169'- 55, 3"1 : 200 - 4T N  onl-sarx

,127 - 28,0'E . .. 126 - 33.8' B 127 R 06.k vE

Steaming as berora in company with Task Group 38.3 zigat

| zagging as required by operations and as mansuvers permitas

Beginning at dawn and continuing throughout the day, carriers
‘lauwmlied Tighter sweeps and air strikes agaimst the.Islands of
Negros, Leyte, Gebu. and Samar in. the Central Philippines.
Japenese. airfields, shipping engd sheore installations: were. heavily

‘dttacked, ASP and CAP were maintained by. the Alr Groups..Sea-

rlape rescue fecilities by battleships. From 0518 t0.0618
atood to General Quarters. stations, Formation axis rotated to

300%(T) &% 0638. Manouvered as required by flight: operatiens
-and as . directed by €.T.C. At 1140 sighted lamd béardng 249°(T),

polieved to be a portion of Dinagat Island, Gentral Phillipine.
Group: At 1210 U.S,S. GASSIN YOUNG alongside to deliver guard

-mail. At 1220 U.8.S. DORTCE alongside to fuel; fmeling eemple;ed

at 1315, 50,490 gallens fael oil transferred. At 15400. the
Captain addreased the: crew over the Publie Andress System as
follows: - -

‘#This 1is- the- Gaptain gpeaki My purpase is to oatline for
you the operations which are now ing.place so that you may .
understend not only what we are daing, bt what'bbhers are deing

.in coordination with us. .
First, the strategic situation4 Ag you know, while we. were-

back in the Stdates, our line of advance was pushed westward from
the Marshalls t6é the Marianas, bypassing Truk. During this time,
General HaeArthar advanced Bhls positions from Hellendia, where we
left him, to the western tip of New Guinea. You can visualize -
these twe moves &f the-mep as two Spesrs pointing toward the
Philippines, one from the ‘south and one fram the east; the one
... : - .
: - 110 =~
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