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UNITED-STATES SHlfl -Iv1ASSACIi1JSJi,1j1T.':3~ __ _ Thursday 25N6vember. 19 1. ':1. 
(Day) -- - (Date) (Month) ,~ 

Zone description t'12 
Position 0800 ' 
Lat. - 3° 49.1' No. 
Long. 

'1200 

b.P 02.?' N" 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

2000 

1600 to 2000 {Continued,} 
EmergE')ncyships left to course 1500 tT}& 1941 Ceased firing, having expended: 
l$proj~ctl,les 5~r/3$ oa1iber prpject:Hes AA ];lark 35.Jwith Mark 32 nose fuses, 
LotQ,uei:m; 1$ oharges -5"/38 caliber: 12 SPDN 3968 t'lashless, 3 SPDN 411-2 
f'lashless, :3 SPDN 4113flashless. 1941 Emer§ency ships left to course 1100 
(T). 1945 Group of enemy planeS bearing 290 (T), distant 19,}00 yards, 
range opening rapidly. 1947 Emergency ships left to course l~bo (T). 1948 
GommanderTaslc Group 50.2 reported large group of unidentified aircraft 
bearing 1100 (T), distant 89 miles. 1952 Group of enemy planes bearing -1350 
(T) s distant 8 miles. 1953 Emergency ships right to course 1500 (T). 195$ 
Emergency ships right t.o c.ourse 180.0 (T). . ~, ' 

:<1;. ~. MACHEN, dr.? 
l5nsJ.gll, U .. S.N .R .. 

2000 to 2400 
Steami.ng asbe·fore. 2008 Changed fleet course to 2100 (T). 2016 

Commence(l.zig=zagging, usingP1an 6.. 2023 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on 
zig-zag course 235° (T). 2028Unidel+tifiedobject reported bearing 2700 (T)p 
distant $ miles. U.S .. S .. RADFORD lei'tthe fo·rmationto investigate t-he 
contact. 2028 Changed fleE;ltcPul'se to 270 0 (T). 2031 Commenced zig=z~gging, 
using Plan 6 •. 2040 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course 2300 (Tl. 
2049Cllangea. fleet oourse :1:;0 1700 (T). 2055 Changed fl.eet course to 2600 (T) 0 

21l2011aIlged fleet course to 2$00 tTL 2119 Changed fleet course to 260 0 (T) Q 

2127 Ghangedfleet course to 3000 (T). 2135 Secured from Air Defense p set 
Condition of Readin.essII-Ab1e g secured from Material Readiness Zebra, set 
lyIaterialReadinessZebra. (A). 2141 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 2144 
U oS "S.R.A.DFORDrepor,ted excellent submarine contaot ,attacking with dep.th 
charges •.. -2145 Formed. CruiSing Disposition 5-Roger, lIleet course 3000 (T)', 
fleet axis 3100 (T},MASSACHUSETTS in station 3.;,180,f1eet guide in UoSo3" 
ENTERPRISE bearing 3100 (T), distant 4,000 yards" 2156 COIilmenced zig-zagging, 
using Plan 6. 2348 Observed U.S.S •. :RADFORD conduc'ting depth charge attac~ 
on enemy 'submarine.., ~ 7' . 

A. iN. iYIACBEN, Jr~, 
.:Ensigll) U.S.N .R. 

Approved: Examined: 

~~ 
Captain, U. s. I\favy 9 _ Commanding OjJiCIJ1'. 

Naviirator 

To.De"fom:ardeddirecHo the- C6mmanderin Chief. U. S.· Fleet, either at end of an operation or at the end of the calendar month. 
* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 194:1 16-33079-1 

www.tinyurl.com/slover
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Friday 26 Novembecr • 19~ 

Z.one 4escription--iI...,2"'--.,..--__ _ 

Position' 0800, 
Lat. 30 21.1'N., 
Long. 

0000 toOlj;OO 

" 

.1200 

OPERA'l'IONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARy) 

(Day) (Dato) (Month) 

2000 
1° 10,,7' Na, 

, Uriaerway incqmpany with Task Group 5002 in accordance with Commander 
Central Paciific Force Operating PlanCEN' 1-43, Serial 00110, of 25 October" 
19436 InqruisingDi:;ipositien5-Roger, fleetc6urse300o ('1'), fleet ails 
3100 ,(TL~,>MASSACHUSE'1'TS in station 3180, ,fleet guide .in U .S.S. ENTERPRISE 
inE,ltationlOOO,bearin,g 310°,,('1'), distant 4,000 yards, standard speed 16 knots, 
f'l,eetspeed l.8knots~zig"'lZagging in ,aceordanoe with ,Plan 6. All boilers ,on 
th,e l~ne,', fO,',l' ',ste, ~lU,',ngptir,l1O, sss .. Sh,iP r,·n ?onditlon o~ R,eadiness ~I=.Ablep 
1fu.terral Read;i.nel3sZebra CA), Borler Readrness :33 p Alrcraft ReadJ.ness 9'" 
Ship da:rk fime do , 01,49: Gea:3ed zig"",zagging, remained on zig~zag course 3200 ('1") 0 

020~Ohanged fle$t cOUrse to 030° -('1') .. 0214Resumed,zig-zagging, using Plan 
6.,025'0 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed. base course 0300 ('1'). 0300 Changed 
fleet eourse to,llOo ('1'). 0315 Resumed zig-zagging, using Plan 6~ 

0400 to 08PO -

~4J)~~ 
A.o W. MACHEl'r, JrV 
Ensignl' U.S.N.R. 

SteamingaS beforElo, 0.521 Changf3d fleet sp,eed to 20 1rno~so 0524 
All hands to General Q;uartersfor da:wnstand~to, set' Material R adiness Zebra. 
0522U.S.S .. BOYD repoi''lied unidentit,ied s,ur,fac,econtl'ict bearing ~780 ('1'); , , 
d:istant.14 miles. o.608Ceasedzig~zagging; rem/.iined on zig-zag course,090o 
('1') • 0616 Changedfl,eet ,fjpeedto '18 'knotS. 0625 Changed fleet course to ' 
180° ( T) • 0625 Secur,edfrom.GeneralQ;uarters v set Cond:t tion of Readiness 
II-Ab1ee Securep. l'romMaterial Reaii!.'iness Zebra, 'seyMaterial Realil.iness 
Zebra. (A) • Lighted Ship. 06)2 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 0640 
Ceased Zig-za.§~ing, :rt3m~inedon zig-zag course 20QO('1'}. 0644 Changed fleet 
oourse to 13.5 {Th 064$ U.S .. S~ INDIANA reported surface contacJ(j bearing 
0970 (T),dista)lt, 21 Illiles. 065.7 Comrneneed zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 0712 
Ceasedzig-zl.igging,.resumed base course1350('1'L 0715 Changed fleet course 
to 180° tTl. ,,0722 ResUlD.ed zig~zagging, using.Plall 90 0737 Passed numerous 
floatingbbjects of debris, ineludingbi ts of cork, a life jaclcet, and an 
airplane wheel,believed to be result of an, actiG~vViOUS • 

. 11.. W., MACHEN., ' , " e " 
Ensign, U.S,.N. 0 

0800 to 1200 
Steaming as before. 0$00 Ceased zig..,zagging, ,remained, on zig-zag 

course 1500 ('1')9 0802 Changed fleet cQurse to 1750 ('1').,0804 Sighted~two 
smoke flares, bearing 0;09 ('1'), disi;ant 15,000 yards.~Passed,f1oating oil. 
drum close aboard to port. 0$14 Observed plane crash fromU.S.S .. BELLEAU 
WOOD.. 0820 Ohan,gedfl,ee'tcourseto 1450 (T) ..0827 U.S.S. FLETCHER reported 
llavingrescuedthree surviV:Qrs of cx>ashed,plane. 0$37 Changed fleet speed 
to 25 knots. 0904Ghangedi'leet'course to' 1450 (T} .. 0912 Changed fleet 
course to 175° tTl. Og20 Changed flee,t speed to .1S knots. 0924 Change,d 
fleet course to.105° (T'). 0927Commenc,ed zig=zagging, using Plan 9. 1028", 
Changed fleet speed to 22 knots.', 1032 Ceased zig- zagging, remained on zig.,.. 
zag course 1050 ('1'). 1033 Resumed zig-z~ggingJ using Plan 9. 1115 Changed 
fleet speed t02J knots. 1120 Changed fleet cciurse to 1050 {'1'}. 1136 
Changed fleetcour se to 1250 ('1'h 1145 Changed fl~t Aourse/.1to 1050 ('1'). 

" .-'~:(.J At At .d'A :1 
~.' n" " 9 ?p'}.-. 9 
Ensign, US .. NB.. 

~a ' 
- ... 

Approyed;: ' , Examined: 

~~ 
c"" " ,CommandinuO:fJicer. • Cemmander, ul!gv,iufif?l'(Jy 

, : ~ ". 
Navl",,.,t,('},.. 

Tobe:fo~~arlied difecEtothecomliuinder'inChlef;U.S. Fleet. either at end of an operation or a~ the end of the calendar month. * u. S. GOV£RNMEIIT PRIH.TIfIG OFFICE; 104"3· ·10-33070-1 
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. Zone descriptionJl2 

"Position 0800 
Lat. 
Long. 

~200 to 1600 

120Q 

FrjdaY' . 
(Day)· 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

26 
. (Date) 

Noyember • 19~ 
(Month) 

2000 

1720 17 }. t. 1i! 

, . Steaming asbefore o 1215 Changed fleet speed to 18_ knots.. 1217-
Changed fleet cQurse to 2100 (T)" 1223 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 90 
1426 Changed fleet~:peed to 2.Jknots. 142'9 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed 
b.asecourse 2100 tTl. .ll~37 Ohanged ·fleet speed to 25 knots. 1446 Changed 
fleet course tolQO() (T). 1454 Changed fleet speed to 23 knots. 1454 Sighted 
se:veraTwooden boxes and two oil drumsaf10at distant 5, 000 yards. 1504 . 
Cha.ngedfl:eet ,speed to 1$ knots. U .• S~So FLETCHER reported having $ighted 
empty 1iferaft.1513 Ohanged fleet course to 2100 (T). 1520 Commenced 
zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 1548 U.S.S. INDIANA designated fleet guidE.?; 
bearing 340· (Tl, distant 5,100 yards. .~1 

1600 to 20.00 

A. W. MACHEN, ;]"1'.1 
Ensign, U.S.N.R. 

Steaming asbefors.. 1607 Ceas,ed zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag 
course 235() IT). 1609 Changed fleet course to 1800 (T). 1618 Commenced 
zig;;'zagging6 ·using Pian 9. 1629 U.S.S. ENTERPRISE designated fleet guide, 
bearing 310 {T}, distant4",QOO yards. 1652 CeaSed zig-zagging, remained 
onzig';'zag course 17!i° (Tl.1655 Sighted unidentified plane on horizon 
flying lOW, bea.ring 290 0 (T). 1701 Changed fleet speed to 23 knotso 1701~ 
U .8.S" NORTH CAROLINA reported having sighted a Betty bea'ring 2800 (T), 
distant 14mileso .1721Chailged . fleet course to 1800 (T). 1723 Changep. 
fleet speed to 18 kn()ts. ITJ7Commander Task Group 50.2 reported one 
enemy pla.neshotdown by Combat Air Patrol. 1742 C-eased zig-zagging, 
remained on zig'-Zagcollrse 1950 (T).. 1746 Changed fleet COUTS e. to 1100 ('J:), 
as carriersgoIiitiencedrElcov.ery of aircraft and launchiIlg of three planes 
for night fighter ,patrol. 174$ Changed fleet speed to 23 knots. 1752 Changed 
fleet courseto'lOOo (T) .. 1754 U.S~S. INDIANA reported unidentified aircra;t't 
bearing 112° {T), distant 21 miles. 1759 .All hands to Air Defense. Set 
Material Readin.ess Zebra •. Darkened ship.. 1803 Changed fleet spe.ed to 18. 
knots. " l:893Q:t:ficer. in. Tactical Command ordered fighter. planes to invest.i= 
gate unideritii'i.(3daircraft. 1805 Formed Disposi t~on 5-Victor to repel air' 
attack, flee.tcou!,se 1000 (T) ,fleet axis 3100 (T) 6 ]:MS8ACHUSETTS in station 
3180, fleet guide in U.S .S.ENTERPRISE bearing '310 (T) , distant' 3 500 yards • 
1810 U.B.S. JENKINS reported sighting one Emily bearing 0550 (T). 1812 
Sigl:!ted unidentified plane bearing Ol~5° (R). 1813 Changed fleet course :to 
1900 tT)" 1818 Changed fleet speed to 19 knots. 1819 Changed fleet cOw;:se 
to 1800 (T). 1822 Changed fleet speed to 21 mO.ts. 1825 Changed fleet course 
to 2$00 (Tl. 1834 Commenced zig-zagging, usingPlan.6. 1844. Ceased zig~ 
zagging, remained on .zig-zag course 2450 (Th 1845 Changed fleet course 
to 1700 (T). 1900 Commander Task Group 50.2 report$d large group of' unicl:en= 
tlfiedaircraft bearing 3050 (T), distant 5 miJie's,and one groupbeal'ing 339 0 

(T) $ distant 11 mil.es.1901 Emergency ships left to ll"Oo (T). 1907 Emerge:p.cy 
ships l-ef.t'to course08QO(T)q 1907 Opened fire to ,starboard on attacking 
enemy p&anes. For .details 'of action see Commanding Officer's secret letter 
BB59/A9-8, S~rial 0014, of December 11, 1943~, and enclosures. 1998 Checked 
fire" 1910 TvlO groups of enemy planes reported bearing 1200 (R), distant 
13 miles, and 1800 (R), distant 11 miles. , 1913 Emergency ships right to. 
course 1700 ' (T). 1914 Commenced firing with starboard 5"/38 caliber batt~ry 
at attacking. enemy planes~1918 Eoiergency ships right to course 2400 (T·). 
1919 Checked fire. 1920 Torpedorepoi'ted on. port quarter. All, engines 
ahead emergency. flank speed. CommencedemergE)ncy'turn to starboard • 

. , 

APpr.o.vod' ~. ?:iiPZ~arnfuM' ~ 
. .' T. D. ·RU· OCK~o',' ------~_~, ___;=i=~;:;:_:"':i_r_<:;:;:::;;:c;;;;:;;__ 

Captain ,'U ~S .'N.aity f.CommandingO:!ficer. U~mmande r, U. ~VaiJl'!fafo~ 
Navigator 

. To be forwarded direct to the COinlilan.derin .Chief, U.S. Fieet,eitheratend of an operation or atthe end of the. calendar month. 
'* u. S. GOVEIUlIllEIIT pnIUTING·OFFlct :.1943 16-33070-1 
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UNITED STATES SHH~ IVIASSACIiUSETTS..n_'~ __ _ Fridayn 26 November •• 191,?, 
(Month) .~ 

zonedescription_L-f1=, =2-,-__ ~_ 

Position' 0800 
Lat. 
Long. 1710 hO •. n E 

1600 to 2000 (Continued) 

.1200 

2° 399·7' N. 

" -----
OPERATIONAL REMARKS 

(WAR DIARY) -

(Day) (Date) 

2000 

10 10.?' N' 

19~t ~1iitted the rUddeo,commenced swinging lett to course,205° (T) .. 192~ 
Ste~d,J;ep;on,cotlrse240 ,,(T). Changed speed to 21 knots. 1923 One group 
of'en.emyplanesnow'pearing 18.0° (T), distant 9 miles, a'second bearing 110° 
(T) ;"'dis.~ant ,II miles. 1924 One em.eIily plane bearing 2200 (T), distant 5.5 
miles, 'closing ~apidly. 1926 Large group of enemy planes bearing 000° ('T), 
distant 10 miles. 1926 Emergency ships right tooourse 280° (T). 1930 
Five enemy planes coming in rapidlg on starboard bow bearing 0250 (R). 
Erilergencyships 111ett to course 190 (T). 1931 Group of enemy planes circling 
to the right, now gearing 270° (R) ~ distant 12,000 yards. 1932 Opened 
fire with 51Y/38 caliber:battery to port. 1932 Emergency ships left to course 
1000. (T). 1933 Checked fire. 1934 Emergency ships left to .course 0100 {T)~ 
1935 Group of enemy planes bearing 3300 (T); rangeclosing rapidly. 1936 
Enemy planes circling, now bearing 1200 (R), distant 8.4 miles. 1938 Opened 
fire on enemy planes bearing 1600 (T), distant 6 mile.so 1939Em.ergency 
ships left to course 3300 (T}o 1943 Ceased firing, having expended: 147 
projectiles 51f/38.caliber AA Mark 35-.3 with Mark 32 nose fuzes (122 Lot 
Q.ueen, 25 Lot .. 'Sugar) ,147 @harges 5"/38 caliber: 67 SPDN 39,68 flashless; 
6 SPDN 4112 flashless; 2 SPDN 4·11.3 flashless; 72 gPD of' various indices. 
1948 ,Ships left to course 2700 (T)o 1949 Closest group of enemy planes 
now bearing 0390 (T), distant 12 miles. Range to all others opening rapidly. 
1957 Ship. ilieft to course 2400 (T). ~l 

A. W. llUl..OHEN t J'r. 9 

EnSign, U.S.;NoR4 

2000'Pci2400 . 
. ..•. ..st~e.ming <:1;s:1)e1'ore,.2007 Ships right to course 2400 (T)" 2018 Two 
surviV'ingnignt;,figh;ters.direct.ed by atticar in Tactical· Coinmand to return 
~to'b~sef'or;ni'ghtlan9.1ng. on V;'S oS o ENTERPRISE ,one planehavirig crashed 
in w~terasaresJ,lltofa9tiono, 2020 Ships, left to cOtlI'Se 2.300 (T). 2028 
Ships left to course 1400

. (T), as carriers prepared to re90ver fighter 
planes. - 2036 Ships left to course 110° (T)" 2037BO radar screen now clear 
of all unidentified aircra.ft. 2053 U.S"SQ ENTERPRISE completed successful 
recovery·oftwo.night.figliter planes. 2101 securedfrom:Air Defense, set 
Condition of Readiness,II";:A'Ble, secured from.Material Readiness Zebra, set 
MaterialR,eadiness Zebra, (A)" 2114 Changed fleet course to 200° (T). 2126 
Commenc·edzig-zagging, usil':i§ Plan 6. 2154 0011lIllanderTask Group 50.2 reported 
sur~ace contact bearing 12,8 (T), distant 1+ milase 21~6 U.S.S. RADFORD ordered 
to investigate contact. 2204 Emergency ships right to, course 220,0, ( T). 0 

Ceased zig~zagging,. 2206U~s.s. BROVvN ordered to investigate surface contact; 
bearing 256° (T·)·9.-distant 3,000 yards. 2222U.S.S .. RADFORD returned to statipn 
in anti;"'submarine screen. 2234 Changl3d fleetcot.lrse to 2400 (T). 2240 U.So.$. 
BROVVNordered to rejoin formation. 2252 Radar surface contact bearing 1959-
(T), distant 9 miles. 2301 Radar Slurflace contact now bearing 1~90( T}, dis't-ant 
10.miles. 2302 C011lIllanderTask Group 50.2 directedUoS .. S. BOYD to investigate 
contact.. 2304 CQmmenc.ed zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 2316 Ceased zig-zagging, 
remained OIl zi g,,:, zag course 270°' (T) '0 2317 CllaIlged fleet c9urse tQ 1800 (Th 
2320 U.S.S. BOYD reported having. made contact with enemysub:i:na.i>ine. 2322 
Commenc~dzig~zag6ing, using Plan 6, with base. course 1800 (T). 2333 Sighted 
light bearing 060 (Th believed to be.U.S.S. BOYD marking area for aIlti.. ' 
submarine attack. 2349 Ceased, zig-zagging, restimed, base course 1800 '(T)'" 
2353 Formed Cruising Disposition 5""Roger,fleetcourse 1800 (T), fleet axis 
310 (..T) ~ fleet speed-18 knots 9 MASSACHUSETTS in station 3180, fleet guid,e 

Approved: ~~~Exa~ed: 

T D DO~ ~t&rJ ,'J, •• VA, ______________ ~~=_~~~~~~~~ 
Captain~ , U.S.' ~avy, ,Commanding Officer. ~,.' Cemmander, lWIJ,vigatr1};lry 

~ Navigator 

'robe forwarded direct to the Commander in: Chief, U. S. Fleet, either at end of an operation or at the end of the calendar month. 
* u.·s. GOVERNMENT PRIHTUIG OFFICE; 1943 10-33079-1 
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UNITED STATES sHH~ IVIASSACm:1J).Ji!TT~ ____ ~ __ Friday 
(Day) 

26 NOVffillber • H} 1, ':I 
(Month) .~ 

Zone de~cription~· -I.t-"1"'2"--__ -'-__ ~ 
Position 0800 
Lat. 3U 21.l'N. 
Long, 

2000 to 2400- (Continued) 

1200 

172CJ 26. n E. " 

OPERAT][o~AL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

(DBte) 

2000 

1 ??O 1? 1. t 1i! 

in U.SoS.El'iI!J.1EID?RISE bearing 3100 (TL distant 4,000 yards .. 

Approved: 

~l A. W. MACHEN, Jr. 
Ensign, ·U.S.N.R. 

Cemmande r, U ~~igf.l!lfvy 
Navil<:ator 

To·beforwardc.ddirect totlie. Commander JnChief •. U. S. Fleet. either at end of an operation or at the end- of the calendar month. 
"* u. s, GOVEtH4M"ENT:PRINTIHG OFFtCE ; 1943 16-33079-1 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BNP:l.36 

Zone description f~2 
Position 08.0.0· 
Lat. 
Lone:. 

0000 to 0400 

Jti:\RTnt 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Saturday 27 

12.0.0 

.' -----
OPERATlIONAL REMARKS 

(WAR DIARY) 

(Day) (Date) 

284 Page __ -,--_ 

November· • 19~ . 
. (Manill)· 

2.00.0 

. Underway in company With Task Group ,0.2 in accordance wi th Command.sr 
Central Pacific Force Operating Plan CEN 1~43 dated 25 October 1943, Serial. 
00110. InOruisihgDisposition 5-Rogl3r, fleet course l$OO(Tl, fleet axis 
3100 { T) ,s.tandardspe~d 16 knots, fl·eet speed 1$ knots, IV1ASSACliUSETTS in' 
station. 3180, fleei guide in U.S.S. Ei'rTERPRISE in station 1000 bearing 3100 (T), 
dist.aJit 4,000 yard:;J.. Officer in Tactical CommandinU.S.S~ ENTER:j?RISE. Al'1 
bollersonths.linefi;ll' steaming purlloses. Ship in Condition of Readiness 
II-Able, MS.terial Readiness Zebra tA), Boiler Readiness 33, Aircraft Readiness 
9. Ship darkened. OOlOU.S.So BOYDrepwrted having made depth charge attac.k 
on enemy submarine. '00.36 Changed fleet course to 1100 (T). 0044 Changed 
fleet course to 090 0 (T). 0051 Changed fleet course to 0750 (T). 0054 Com­
menced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 0055 U.S.S. BO'M'D directed by Officer in 
Tactical Comm:and to rema.inwith submarine contact until morning. 0103 u.s.s. 
NORTH CAROLINA reported unidentified surface contact bearing 1050 (T)>> dis= 
tant 4 mileso 0125 Radar contact bearing 1170 (T), distant 18 miles, identi­
fied as friendlyo 0222 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course 0~5° (T). 
0226 Changed fleet course to 1200 (T). 0250 Changed fleet cou~e to 075 (T). 
0257 Commenced zig-zagging~ using Plan 6. /~ ~ , 

Aoo W. MACHEN, Jrl. 
Ensign, U.S.N.R. 

0400 toG$OO 
Steaming as befor.eo 0438 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag 

course 0700 IT). 0440 Changed fleet course to 055° (T). 0443 Changed fle~t 
speed to 22 knots. 0456· Changed fleet speed to 20 lmots. 0500 Commenced­
zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 0511 All hands to General Q,uarters for dawn 
stand-to,setJ.\llEl.terialRea:dlne.ss Zebra. 0602 Changed fleet speed to 22 knot-s. 
060$ Ceased zig-zagg-ing, rEls.Uilled base course 0550 (T). 0615 Secured from_ 
GeneralQ,ua.rte:rs~setConaition of Readiness II-Sugar, secul~ed from Material 
Readiness Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra (A). Lighted Ship. 0618 Co~~ 
m~nced zig~zagging6 using Plan 9. 0630 Ceas.ed zig:-zagging

6 remained on, 
z~g"zag course 090 (T). 0642 Changed fleet course to 055 (T), changed fleet 
speed to 18 kIiots. 0645 Sighted eight ships hull down on horizon, identifi~ed 
as Task Group 50~3. 0647 Commenced zig"zagging, using Plan 9. 0721 U.S.S .. 
BELLEAU WOOD left the forraation and proceeded on duties previously assigned. 
0725,Ceasedzig-,zagging, resumed base course 055 0 {T}. 07l~0 Changed 1'1 eet 
course to 0450 '( T) 0 • 07l~2 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 0746 Changed 
fleet speed to 15 knots. 0751 Ceased zig=zagging, remained on zig-zag course 
0850 (T). 0752 Changed fleet course to 0400 (T). 

0800 to 1200 
Steaming as before. 

0802 Changed fleet course to 
0822 Changed fleetc6tU,-se to 
0833 Ohanged :f'leet cou!t'.se to 
0$53 Changed fleet course to 
09lLl- Changed fleet course to 

~. 
A. VI. MACHEN , JZ 
Ensigh,'Q'.S.N.R. 

0800 Effected. rendezvous with Task Group 50.3. 
020<> (T). 1814 Changed fleet course "to Oll-Oo (T). 
3300 (Tl. 0.831 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots 0 

31,° (T). 0$42 Changed fleet course to 3250 (T).$ 
3400 (T). 0900 Changed fleet course to 3100 (T). 
3000 (T) 0 0921 Changed fleet course to 3200 {T} .. 

Cap'!:lain, U .. S ... NavY, Commanding Officer. 

To .bil'forwardild .direct to theCommander·inChief.U. S; EJeet. either at el1d .of an operation or at the end of the culendar month. 
*- u.s. GOVEfWMEtiT PRINTING OFFICE; 1943 16-33070-1 

www.tinyurl.com/slover
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UN liED ,STATES ,SHILl!li:\SSAQIDlSE2TS"--_____ _ Saturday 27 November .19~ 

Zone description 612 
Position 0800 
Lat. " 0 0 49.8' N. 
Long. 

1200 

InY 01. 3' .,E 

OiPERATKONALREMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

(Day) (Date) (Month) 

2000 

0800 to 1200 (Continued) 
0927 Chs,ng.:lll fleet course to 3300 (T).. 0932 Changed fleet course to 0200 (T)., 
0939 Cha:.n.gedf'leet course to 1200 {T}o 0954 Changed fleet, course to 0450 : (,Tl., 
0956 Qhangedfleet course to 0750 (T).. 0959 Changed fleet speed to 19 knots s 

1001 Changed fleet course to 0950 {Tl. 1005 Changed fleet speed to 1$ knots G 

1008 COmrilen, ',ced zig~za~ing, using Plan 9. 1033 Ceased zig-za§ging, rema~,·n,ed 
on zig-zag course 080 (T). 10.35 Changed fleet course to 110 (T)o 105$ 
Changed fleet course to .1200 (T). 1111 Changed 1'1 €let course to 0500 (T). 
ChangEld :.fleet speed to 12 knots, as U.S.S. ENTERPRISE and U .8.S. SARATO(}A 
preps-red to r eceive destroyers alongs,ide. 1122 Changed fleet axis to 3400 (T), 
fleet .guldein U.S e S. ENTERPRISE bearing 3400 (T), di stant",4, 000 yards. 
1130 Changed fleet course to 0200 {T) i> 1134 U~S"S~ JEl:ITamS and U.8 .. S .. BROWN 
le~,t, the!ol'ma~ion, and. p" rO?eededindepeIid~ntly., 113? U.S.S .. INDIA1\fA repol'ied 
un~dentifJ.ed aJ.l"cra:t't beS;l'J.ng 3430 (T), dJ.stant 38 mJ.les. 1138 Changed fle,at 
course to 05.50 (T) ~ 1140 Changed fleet course to 0500 (T). . . 

1200 to 1600 

~ .... 
A. W. MAC1IEN, j/ 
EnSign, U .S .• N .R. 

Steaming as be.tore. 1201, Commenced zig~zagging, independently, ~n 
various cQursesand speeds with b.ase cqurse 0500 (T) as carriers commenced 
receiyillg destroyers alongside. 1259 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zC;g 
c.ourseOlO? CTJ. •. 1JOJ.Ghanged . course to 04;;0 (T). .1307 Changed fleet oourse 
to 2300 (T}" .. 131$ Resuirfed i,ig<',ze;ggiIlgiin:dependen,t1y, withbas.e c6urse 2300 'CT}. 
1323 U.S~SeINDI.ANAreport.ee.un,identified aircraft bearing 00.00 tT)~ distant. 
)$ miles;. .. 1lj.:O$ :V.S .. S.W0RTH OAROLINAreported unidentified aircraft bearing 
295 0 TTh 'dist,ant2$.miles .. '1423 Reanl :.Admiral A.W. RADFORD, UoS. Navy, Offi~er 
in TacticalCcimm:EJ.l1d cit Ta.sk Gr(iup 50 ~ 2, . completed the transfer of his staff from 
U.S4S.EN'TE~ISE to U.f3.8. SARA,TOGAe .1512 U.S.S .. ENTEHPRISE and U.3.S .. S.ABATO~ 
GA exchanged stations in Cruising Disposition 5=Roger. 154-5 U .8.S Q E!."lJTERPRISE, 
having beenrel.eaSed from duth with 'J;ask Gro.up 50.2, left the formation and " 
proceeded independently. 1547 U,,3 .. 8. SlffiATOGA designated fleet guide, bearing 
310° {T)D distantlJ',.000 yards. 1558 Changed fleet course to 0600 (T). 

'~! 
Ensign, U ... S.N.R. 

1600 to 2000 .. 
Steaming as bE:'fore. 1611 Oommenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 1614 

Ceased zig=7iagging~ resumed base course 060 0 (T). 1615 Changed :.fleet course'to 
015°;(,T)e 1616 Ohang~d fle.et speed to 19 lcnots •. 162; ,Commenced zig-zagging~ 
using.,Plan 9. 1.624 Changed f:j.eet speed ·to 20 knots. 1645 Ceased zig-zaggi.ng, 
remain!3d on zig-zag course 0250 (T) .. 1649 Changed. fleet course to 3450 (T)" 
1654Commencedzlhg-zagging using Plan 9 $ .. 1709 CElased zig-zagging, -resumeq. 
base course 3450 (TL 1712 Changed fleet course to 1350 (Tl., 1729 Changed, 
fleet course to 3300 (T)e, 1736 'Changed fleet speed to 19·1motso 1752 Com= 
m.enced zig-zagging, using Plan 60 1807 Challgedspeedto 20 knotsQ 1812 
Al1hands to Air-Defense for evening stand-to. Set 'Material Readiness Zebra" .. 
1820 Changed fleet speed to 20 Im.ots •. 1824 Cease,d zig';zagging, remained on 
zig-zag course 3450 (Th 1825 Changed course to 040° (T) 0 . 1830 Changed fleet 

, 

Approvod ~~amin'd' _' ________ ---"~"_' .. -""'=R""':..u''''''~~--:-_' 
Captain gU.S. :NaV-Y $ .Coimnanding .officer. ~", C€lmmande r , ·l#.~~gct{Pa:vy 

Navigator . 

TO·be;fQrwardedilirecHo·the Comman.derinChief. U.S. Fleet, either ateI!d of an operation 01' at the end of the calendar .month:·· 
'* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTutG OFFICE: 1943 .. 1~a:J01n-! 
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Zone description t12 
Position 0800 
Lat. 
Long. 

)PARTIU 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Page_-,':',=," R"='-'dg_ 

=S=a,-"t~u:"-r=da"",y"-,-_-:2=-,7,:-:----""N,"",0,-,,v-,,,em~b-,,:er~_. t~ '1 
(Day) tnato) (Month) 

1200 

17b.0 01 3 v, E~' 
.' -,-----

OPERATlfONALREMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

2000· 

1600 to 2000 (Continued) 
course to '090~ : (T) e Unidentified aircraft reported bearing 005 0 (T), distant 
1$ miles.. 1835· Changed fleet courS;3 to 1800 (T) G 1838 Unidentified aircraft 
previously reported now bearing 3400 (T), distant 12 miles o 1840 Changed 
f+eet course to 1400 (T);.1846 Unidentified aircraft previously reported now 
bearing 075 0 (T),distant 6 mi1esa 1907 Ohanged fleet course to 090 0 (T-)e 
1910 Uhidentified aircre.ft preViously reported now opening rangeo 1914 
COmme"ced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 1916 Chang.~8;t •• 

A. We MACHEN, J~' 
Ensign, UoS.l\! oR" 

2000 to 2400 , 
Steaming as before" 2003 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base course 

0900 (T) G .,2005 Secured..."trom Air Defense, set ,Condition of Readiness II=Ab.le, 
secured~from II[aitfilrial Radiness Zebra, set Materia1"Readiness Zebra (A) .. 
2010 Radar surface contEict bearin.g 1140 (T), distant 27 miles, identi'fi'ed 
as friendly at 20150 20)1 Commenced zig~zagging using Plan 60 

~7 
A~ W. MACHnl, ;r;;': 
Ensj;gn, UeSoN"Ra 

APP'O"d'~~OO' ___ ---,-,~~?~~. J\~' ;--:---

Ca.ptain, U"S..;~aV'y $" .Commanding OjJicer. Commande r, U. If,:viIlnt'Vy 
_NaviQ:ator " . 

! 

To be forwarded direct :to theComrnander in ,Chief, U. S. Fleet, either at end of an operation or ·at· the end of the calendar month. 

* u. G. GOVERriMENT PRINTIt{G.OFf'lCE t 1943 '16-33079-1 

J t ,'. ("' .... '.).! .. 1 q,' ",,' ~\ 
C?~'.~! 
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Zone description_-l'f:.;!1"",2~.,-----__ _ 

. Position 0800 
Lat~ 0° 53.2 Y N. 
Long. 

0000 to. 0400 

JPlARTm 

CONFJ[J[)~NTI~L 

Sunday 

1200 
11.)05 .. 3' N. 

1750. OL .• 9!· E. 

OPERA'l'ION.AI. REMARK~ 
(WAR DI.4.RY) 

(Day) 
28 

(Date) 

Page_'=.2.:::::B-!.7 __ 

November • 19~ 
(Month) 

2000 

Underway incempany with Task Greup 50~2 inaccerdance with Co.mmander 
Central Pacific Operating Plan CEN1~43, Se.ria100110, dated 25 Octeber 194.3. 
In Cruising DispositIen 5=Reger, fleet course 0900. (T), fleet axis 3400. (-Th 
standard speed 16 knots,. fleet speed 18 knots 9 zig-zagging in accordance wi i:,;h 
Plan. 6:,MASS,ACHUSETTS .iilstatien 3.,;lS0, fleet guide in U.S ~S. BARil-TOGA bearing 
31.~OO(T),distant 4$;000 yards. Officer in Tactical Cemmand in U.S.S. S1-i.RA~OGAo 
In Condi:tion 0.1' Readine.ssII-Able~Material Readiness Zebra (A), Beil.er 
Readir,(iess 33, Aircraft Readiness 9. All beilers on .the line for steaming 
Pllrposes. SlJ.ip'darkene,d. 0006 Ceasedzig-zagging,r9sumed base course 09.00 

(T). 0007 Changedflee,t course to. 1300. (T). 0037 Changed fleet course to.. 
0900. (T).0100Cemrnenceazig-zagging,a-ering Plan 6. 0120 Established 
T.B.S. cemmunicatienwithU.S.S. CIlVID.IfARON, U.S.S o NEOSHO, and U.S.S. 
TAPPAHANNOCK & 0120 Ceased zig-zagging, remained en zig-zag ceurse 120o. _(T). 
0132 Changed fleet c,ourse to 090 0 (T). 0149 Resumed zig-zagging using Plan 
6. 0230 U.S.S. INDIANA reported Surface centact bearing 1360. (T}1 identified 
as Tasle Group 50.3. 0253 Ceased zig-zagging, remained en zig-zag cour,se 
050 0 <$). 0303 Ships right toceurse 0900 (T). 0343 ~hanged fleet course 

to 180. (T).· /~!' 

A. W. MACHEN, Jr .p 

Ensign, U,.S .. N.R., 

0400 to. 0800 
. Steaniing a80efo'1'e. ql~lO ChaIlge~f'f:lee:tcefii>se· to 2300.·' (T) • 042S 

Chal1.gedtle:etcQurse to. 2700. (1'). 0433Coipmel1,ced zig-zagg~ng, using Plan 6~ 
0501JUl ,han~s,;t6,c(ll:;':gei'alQ.ua~'I:i,el's .. to.r:,d~wn.~tand~to~; se.tMaterial Readiness 
Zebi' .. a ••. 053.1 ... ·: .• c6.··.a.s.e. d .. ·Zi~-... ,zaggil1g;.t remained 'on Zi.g-.zagceurse 2480. (T) •. 0541 
Changed tleet courseto-180o tTl.OS57 Changed fleet course to. 2700 (T). 
06b2SecuredfromG~neral Q;uarters, set Cenditiqn of Readiness II~Sugar, 
securedfI'.Clni. IVlat'eti8.l Readiness Zebra J set IvIate:Hal Readiness Zebra (A). 
Lighted ship.· 0604 Commenced zig-zagging using Plan 9. 

0$00 to. 1200 

~---7 
A. W. MACJ!EN. Jl 
Ensign, U.S.NoR .. 

Steaming asbefere. 0834 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag 
course 2550. (T). 0837 Changed fleet ceurse to. 3000.' (T). 0852 Changed fle~t 
ceurseto 2700 .(T} .0900 U.S.S .. BRADFORD,U.S.S .. BROWlif, U.S.S. BOYD left 
the formation and. proc·eeded indegendentlY en duty prs:v;i ously assigned. 
0904 Changedfleetceurse to 090 (T). 0907 Changed fleet speed to 15 
knets. 0917 Changed fleetceurse to.. 130° (T). 0927 Changed fleet axis. to 
3100. (T), fleet.guidl3 in U.S.S. SARATOGA bearing 3100. (T), distant 4,000 
yardsGChanged fleet speed.t9 18 knets.0935Changed.fleet speed to 1b 
knots. 0940 Changed fleet ceurse to. 0900. (T). 0946 Changed fleet cem-se 
to 1300. (T) 0 0958 Changed fl~et Oeurse t.o,0400 (T) 0 1011" Changed fleet 
course tiC. 0100. (T);. 1026 Chi:l.!lged fleet course to.. 1500. (T) 0 1059 Changed 
fleet course to 0100. (T}.lili02 Cha.nged fleet speed to lS.knets. 1122 
Changed fleet speed to. 12 lmots~ 1124 Effected rendezvcus with Task Un~ t " 
16.10.39 Made all preparatiens to recei~e U.8$8. NEOSHO alengside for 

Approved: Examined: 

~~/~ 
T.D:R~C'-

o aptain,U· 0 S •. Na vy; . CiJiit7l!anding Officer. 

__________________ -=D~.~ LSO~ 
Cl:Jmmande r, U. i!Jt!V~!i'f1o/'y 

Nav~gator ,.' 

To be forwardeddirect.to theCOIDiUahderin Chief; U. S. Fleet, either at.end,of an.op.erationor attlie e.nd· of the calendar month.' 

*' u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTIfIG OFfiCE I 1U43 '16-3'0079-1 
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UNITED STATES SHI~S.AOIill8m:ra _____ _ Sunday. 
(Doy) 

28 November. 19'''''+;,''~>----I 
(Dote) (Month) 

ZoiieideScription 112 

Position 0800 
Lat. 00 53.2' N. 
Long. 171)°00" 9'.E 

1200 
.1'" 0; ~v N, 

1'7.1)0 Ob., 9 t. E 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DllARY) 

0$00 tb1200 (Continued). , 

2000 
0 0 J... r:; .. it N., 

fueling operations. Commenoed making various oourses and speeds to gafn 
station for fueling..ll;;;!4 U.S.S .. MONTEREY le1'tthe formation and proo~ed 
independently on duty previously assigned. /! n ,;J 

~·/~1 A. W. MACHEN, Jr. 
Ensign,U.S"N.R. 

1200 to 1600 
. 'Steani"liig'"'as' b61'oreo 1201 Changed course to fueling oourse 0900 {T} ~ 

ehanged§peedto f,uiiling speed, 9lcn6ts. 1221 U.s .. s. NEOSHO oame alongside 
to starbbardfor. fueling' opera.tions. Ships not engEJ,ged inexeroisa cOmn:lenced 
zig=za.gging Independentlyastern.of fueling ships.. 1245 Oommenced receiving 
fuel oilfromU.S .. S .. NEOSHO. 1418 Completed fueling operations, having 
receive(l 7,961· barrel-s of.burnable fuel 011 at 60 0 F. 1435 u.s. S. NEOSHO 
clea:r:'edsideo 1437 Commenced making various courses and speeds to gain 
station astern of fuelingshi.pso 1503 Oommenoedzig.."zs:gging "independently in 
accordancewlthsigIl,als from Commander Battleship Division Eight inU.8.8o 
INDIANA, unit guide in U .8.8. INDIllNA· bearing '0000 (T}, distant 1',000 yards. 
1558 Ra.dar contact on unidentified airoraft bearinK,0600(T), distant,32 
miles. ~. 

A; W. MAellEN, ;2 
Ensign, ,'(JaS.NoR" 

1600 to 2000 ". . 
Steaming as befor.e. 1620 Task Unit 16010.3 left the ~ormation and 

proceeded .. ~Il~ElPfJn~~lltl~r,.i'ti.~liilgopera.t~9ns·· for thedag cOIilpletede 1620 
FOI'lllEld.CruJ:sJ.'ugDJ.'I3Posl.·iI:l()J.l 5:-Roger,;f'leet course 090 ( T), .fleet ax~s 
2700'(~1,i'leet.s.pEled~ndstandardspeed 16' knots, fle6"t. gui9:ein U .s.s .. 
SARATOG4-bea.ring2920(T}~aistant .2700 yards. 1706 'Ohanged fleet course 
to 2700 JT}.:1'715Changed fleet speed to 1$ knots. 1727 Ohanged fleet 
course to. 12,0 (T). , 1745 Ohanged fleet course to 2700 (Ti. 1752 Changed 
fleet speed to 20 knots. 1$01 Formed Cruising DispOSition ,-Victor for. 
defense against air attack. 1$02 Ohanged fleetsp eedto 22. knots. 1$06 
All hands to Air Defense for evening stand-to, set Material Readiness Zebra" 
Darkened ship.. 1812 Changed f'leet speed to 16 knots. 1$18 Changed fleet 
speed to 1$ knots. 1820 Changed fleet course to 1800 (T). 1828 Commenced 
zig=zagging, using Plan 6. 1909 Ceased zig-zagging, resume.d base course 
1800 (T). 1917.Changed fleet course to 270° (T). 1927 .. Resumed zig-zagging, 
using .. Plan 6. 1937 Secured ,from Air Defense., .. set; Oohdition. of Readiness!I. 
Secured from Material Readiness Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra (1.'1:). 
1955 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base .cou,"so 2700~ .-I 

2000 to 24,OP . . 

A. ,1.- MA.O~, Jr.1 
Ensigns UoS.N.R ... 

S:teaming as before.. 2017 Resumed zig-zagging t using Plan 6. 20~1· 
Oeased zig-za~1!!Jing~' remained 011 .zig-:f!:ag course 2550 (T).. 2032 Changed f~eet 
couI'set.o 0350 (T)G 2040 Cha.nged :fleet course to OOOo,.(T)o 2048 Qhanged 
.fleet· course to. 0450 (T). .20.57 Formed Cruising Disposition 5-Rogt:lr, fleet 

Approved:' Examined: 

',~~~ 
T. D ~ . RUOOOCK, "-

Captain"U .S •. ,Nayy:,; C07mnaiuiinrjOjficer. Cemma:nder ,U .Jga?i!J.~lfvy 
Navigator 

Tobeforwarded.directto the. Commander inChief.U. S.Fleet, either at end lor an operation or atthe end or the calendar month. 
. I -;:. u. s. GOV" .... NT PRI"TIIIG OFFICE, "., 16-83070-1 

. .. .' I 

.. ..• ..Cc .:......1 
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Zone deSCription,---il2 

Position 

Long. 1 Eo 

PAp.,T:nI 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Sunday 

1 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DlARY) 

(Day) 

289 Page ______ _ 

28 November· • 191 
(Dato) (Month) 

2000 to 2.400 (Cont:i..nued) 
cQurseOJ+5°, (T)9, fleet. axis 2700 (T), fleet guide inU.S.S. SARATOGA bearj,ng 
289,0 (T)~distant :3150yar,d!ile 2140.Comlil:enced zig~zagging"using.Plan 6. 
2203 Ceased, zig-zaggill,g, ,rema.:ined on zig-zagging . cOurse 1a250 (T). 2204 
Changed fle$t .. courseto 0000 fTl. 2215 U .S!,S. PRINCETON and U.S.S. MEAD 
lef'tthe formatlonin accordance'with orders from the Officer in Tactical 
C6!D.lliand,aJidp::t.'oceeded independently as previously dIrected" 2242 U.S.S. 
Il'f:J)IANAdesigila'Cedfleet g)lide, as U.S.S. SARATOGA changed station in 
cruising dispos'itiqt:l. 5-Roger to 0000. 2jOOUeS.S .. SARATOGA designated fleet 
guide, bearing 2700 (T),distant 2000 yards. 2301 Commenced zig-zagging, 
using Plan 6.2355 U.S.S.BROV1lN reported surface contact bearing 120° (T) 3 

distant 20 miles. 2358 Qeasedz:ig-zagging, changed fleet course to 2800 (T). 
2359U.S.S. INDIA.I.\fA reported surface contact bearing 295 0 (T), distant 

18 miles. , ~l 

Approved: Examined: 

A ~"Iy. IlfiACI!EJ."if, J'r , ' 
;EnsJ;gn» U.Se]:\J.Ro 

C 
-N,fpJigator. 

ommander, U.;:;, . .Navy 

TODeforw'2r~ed:direc.tt(fth~do:infual1derin. ChillC; u~s.~ Fle~t. either at endoCcin operation o~ at·theend of the calendar month. 
*- u. s. GOVEnNMEfiT PRINtING OFFICE :.1943 16-330.7U-l 
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Zonedescription~ '. .. . 

Position 08"00 
Lat. 
Long. 

0000 to 0400 

PARTin 
tJQNFID~1\riI1\L> 

Monday 

1200 

OPERATlfONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

"(Day) 
29 No'Vembe'l:', 19~ 

(DBte) (Month) 

2000 

"~Underway in oompany with Tasl(Group 50.2 inaooordanoe with Oommander 
Central P;cif'io Force 9p~ratingP1ancENl-43~ Serial OOllO, dated 25'Ooto'Qer 
194J.ln CruisingDispol3;i.tion5~Roger,f1eet<coul'se 2800 ('1'), fleet axis 
270 tTl ,st.andard .speed .16 knots, fleet speed 18 knots, MASSACHUSETTS in 
station 2-180, fleet guid~in U.S.S. SARATOGA bearing 2700 ('1'), distant 2,000 
yards & Officer in Taotica1 Command in U.S.S .. S.AR8.TOGA. All boilers on the 
1i-ne for st.e~ing purposes. Ship in Condition of Readiness II, MateriRl. 
Readiil:essZe,bra (A),Boiler Readiness 33, Airoraft Readiness 9. Ship darkened. 
0009 C6mmencfed zig ... zagging, using Plan 6. 0010 U.S .S .. BROWN and U ,,8 .. S. 
RADFORD returned to formation and took assigned stations in anti-submari,ne 
screen, upon completion of selJa rate duty. 0135 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA reported 
su:rface.contactbearing 0220 ('1'), distant 22 miles. 0200 Radar contaot on 
5 unidentified ships bearing 2400 ('1'), distant 20 miles. 0.301 Ceased zi§'" 
zagging, resumed base oourse 2800 (T). 0305 Changed fleet course to 320 ('1'). 
0321 Commenced zig=zagging, using Plan 6. 0.340 Ceased zig-zagging, changed 
fleet course. to 260? (T). 0.352 Changed fleet oourse to 240 0 (T). . 

AfLLI A.W. ~~CHEN, Jr., 
EnSign, U.8.N .. R .. 

0400 to OSOO 
Steaming as before. 0407 C$mmenoed zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 

0501 qhanged:eleetspeed to 19 knots. 0510.Al1 hands to General Q,uarters. 
:fo.r d~wn sta. nd ..... to... Set. Nlaterial Readiness Z~br. a. 0532. Ceased zig-zagging~ 
remained onzig-zagoourse 2200 ('1'). 0537 Changed fleet oourse to 1400 (T} 
as U.S.S. SARATOGAc.onnnenced launching aircraft. 0545 Radar surface contact 
bea.ring,315~ (TJ.,.dfstant 41,000 ~~rds. 0550 Surfaoe contact previously 
reported identii'iedas Task Group 50.3. 0556 Changed fleet course-to 2600 .( T). 
0610 Commenced zig-zaggirig,using Plan 9. 0615 Secured from General Q.uarters, 
set Cqnd:i.%iohofReadiriessII-Able, secured from .. Materia1 Readiness Zebra, 
set Material Read:tness Zebra. (A). Lighted ship. 0701 Ceased zig-zagging, 
remained on zig~zag course 2770 . ('1') • 0705 Changed fleet oourse to 200Q ('1'). 
0711 Commenced zig-zagging, USiBg Plnn 9. ~ ;........-

~. w. MACHEti, Jr., 
Ensign, U.S.N.R. 

0800 to 1200 
Steanling as before. OS30 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag 

cour~e 200° (rrl. OS35 Changed fleet course to 13.5 0 l '1'). 0/l~2 Changed ,f1e.et 
axis to 310°, ('1'), fleet guide in U.S.S. SAR1l.TOGA bearing 310 (T), distant 
2,000 yards. .091.5 Changed fleet oourse to 3000

. ('1') .Co:mmenced zig-z~gging, 
using Plan 9. 1007,U.S.S. COWELL reported possible sound contact., cOl1llilen,ced 
investigation~ 1010 U •• S.S CPWELL reported contact good, commenced depth 
charge f4ttao'lc. 1011 Cea.sed zig~zagging, ein.ergency ships right to c.ourse 
0)00 (T). 1020 Changed fleet· course to 34.50 (';1.'). 102.5 Changed fleet course to 
3000 ('1'). 1034 Resumed zig-zggging., using :Plan ,9. 1054 Changed ·f1eet speed ' 
to 21 knots. 105.5 Ceased zig~za§ging, remained on zig-zag oourse Joooe'l"}" 
HIIOO Changed fleet course to 130 (T) as U.S.S. SARATOGA commenced launching 
and rElcovery of aircraft. 1110 U .S.S. COUVELL returned to formation upon 

Cemmander ,.iX(gv,iflPtP>Wl1vy 
Navigator 

Tobe~orwarded direct to theComlllander.in.Ohief. ·U; S; Fleet. either at end or an operation or at the . end . of the calendar month. 
~," .,u. s. GOVERruiEHT PRINTING OFFICE: 1943 1!l':":-33079-1 
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29 NOVember • 1<11·1 
(Date) (Monthj, 

Monday 
'(Day) 

Zone, ¢lescrIption,---<tr::;.,1""'2"'--_-'--__ _ 

Position 0800 1200 2000 
1° 29.5' N. 

1.7J.,.v 17.l.t.t E. 
1.0 '20.7 f N." Lat. , 0 28,r5' N. 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARy) 

completion of depth charge attack. 1116 Changed fleet course to 090° (T). 
1129 ChaIigedfleet coarse to 1300 (T) .1148 Changed fleet course to 3000 C';I'} 0 

Chan!>""fle.t sp.e~ .to 18 knots. ~L 

12QOto 1660 

A. W. MACHEN, ;2 
Ensign, U.S.N.R. 

" " ",Ste.aminga·sa~fore~ 1201 commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 9. 1228 
• Ceas~dzig':',z~~ging,resU1lledbase course 3000 (T) Q 1235, Cha.nged' fleet oourse t9 
130o {T) i.' 'Chaligedfleet;Speed to 21 knots asU.S.S. S.A:RATOGA commenced launch­
ing andrl9coireryofairoraft. 12~·9Chan@ed fleet speed to 18 knots. 1252 
Changedfleetcours,e to 3500 (T). 1300 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan:9. 
1349 Changed fleet speed· to 23 knots. 1350 Changed fleet course to 0550 (T). 
Ceased ,zig-zaggIng. ' 1352 Changed fleet cours,e to 0400 (T). 1357 Changed, 
f1ee·toourse to 1300 tT) .1409 Changed flElet speed to 22 knots. 1414 Changed 
fleet course to 1600 (T). Changed fleet speed to I? knots. 1426 Changed, 
fleet speed to 21 knots. 1427 Changed fleet course to 1300 (T).1442 Changed 
t1eet course to 1300 (T). 1450 Changed fleet sgeed to 18 knots. 1452 U.S.-S. 
BOYD reported unideni:;ified aircraft bearing 175' (T), distant 32 miles. 
1458 Changed fleet course to 0300 (T). 1508 Commenced zig-zagging, using 
Plan 9. Atf)~ 

A.W. MACHEN, ;7. 
Ensign" U .'S.N.R .. 

16QOto2000 ,,', 
" ,'$teamiingl3.s pefore" 1605 Uo$~,s. BROWN 1ef,t the formation to inves-

tigate "a:pos~ibi~~llbIilarinecontact. ,:\.61)lCeased zig-zagging,remaineCl. on 
zig=:zago()1.l~se-;020{Tr,. ,16Z0 U~SeS. BROWN, reported contaot false. 1625 
Changeci,fle,e'P9(.")u.l;se;,.tci280o (T.'). ,,1627 ,Commenced zig:"z;agging, using Plan ,9. 

~f~~t~:~~~e~Z~~}5§~ait~loreb~!!::d()~1~!~~;;~e~oi~s~23:~t~:)·17~~5go::~~:~ 
zig-zag~ing" ',usingPlaIL 9., 1711,. Ceased zig-zagging D remain,e d on zig-zag course 
0900 tTl. "'1715 Changed fleet course to 1000 (T) as U.S"S. SARATOGA oommenced 
recovery of aircraft. 1735 Changed fleet c,ourSe to 0800 (T). Changed fleet 
speed to 18 knots. 1740 Commenoed zig-:-zagging using Plan 9. 1741 Sighted 
six ships on the horizon bearing between 3060 (R) and 3210 (R), identifieq. as 
Task Group 50.1;..1802 Ceas,edzi§;,.zagging , remained on zj:g-zag course 0950 (T). 
1803 Changed fleet course to 100 '(T). ' 1805 Changed fleet speed to 22 knot.s. 
IB08 Formed Di::iposition 5--Victor for defense against air attack, fleet course 
1100 (.'1') ~ , fleet. axis 3100 {T}, MASSACHUSETTS in station 2.5.,;180, fleet guide 
in UoS.S., SARATOGA bearing 3100 (Tlg,d;j.stant 2500 yards. ,1809 All hands to 
Ail~ DlBf(?nse fpr evening stand~to, set Illfuterial Readiness Zebra 0 Darkened sh-i:p0 
1824"Changed fleet speed to 18 knots~ 1828 Changed: fleet course to 0800 (T). 
1832ColllIlienced zig-.zagging, using Plan 6~ 1$34 Ceased zig=zagging, rsstl.l!l:ed 
base course 0$00 tT). 1848 Changed fleet course to 1700 (T). 1856 Resumed 
zig-zagging; using Plan 6. 1915 Sighted gunf'ireon horizon bearing 2700 (,'1'). 
1930 Secured from Ail' Defense, set Conditi'on of Readiness lIs seoured from 
Material Readiness Zebra, set Material Readiness Zebra (A). 1950 Ceased 
zig-ze.gging, resumed base course 1700 (T). ~ . 

A. ~. W..(lllEN_, i2 

'. " _ '. -.IiI. .Q 

To beforwnrdeddii'ect to:theCommnnder:in',Chief,U. S, Fleet,' either at end of an' operation or ,at the end of, theiJalendar ,mGnth. 
*' u. S. GOV£luut£HT PRINTING Ol"r-ICE: 1043 -16-3307l)-1 
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·P1l\R~·m: . 
. CONFIJ[)ENTIAL 

UNnTED STATES.SHIEMASSAc:a:u:a~~,-· ___ _ Monday: 29 November • 19..:43-.-. 
(Month) 

Zonedescnption_---L,L ..... 1""2"'--___ _ 

Position 0800 
Lat~ 

Long. 

1200 
1 0 20.?fN •. 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

(Day) (Date) 

2000 

2000 to 2400 
'. . Steaming as before. 20QO Changed fleet course. to 1200 (T)" 2010, 

COIDIllenc~d::zig-za§gi:qg:;u:siIlg Plan 6.2100 . Formed Cruising Disposition 5~Rog.er, 
fleet course, 120 (TJ,.fleet axis 3100 (T) .MASSACffiJSETTS in station 2-180, 
fleetg~ide in U .. S~So SARilTQGA beari~gJlpb tTl,. distant 2,000 yards 0 2121 
Commencedzig-za,gg+~ng;:usingPlan 60 2250 Ceased zig-zagging, resumed base 
cOUTse1200 (TJ. 2300 Changed fleet course to 2100 (T). 2310 Resumed zig= 
zagg~ng, usingcPlon 6, 4JkL.' __ '/ 

Approved: Examined: 

~~ 
CaptaiI:J" .U .S:<;Na:VY-~. Commanding Officer. 

AI> W 0 MACHEN, J!:I 
Ensign, U.S .. NoR. 

Cemmander r r,¥af:Na'fl'ilvy ..... ' '. 
Navigator ..•...... 

To be .forwarded direct .to the Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, either at end· of an operation or ntthe end. of the calendar month. 
i:r U.'S. GOV!::RfUdENT'~RlHTING OFfiCE; 11143 1~33070-1 
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FA~Tht 
CONFlDENfIAL 

UNITED~STATES Sl'lle']\[lAElSACHOJ:!lilTTS, ___ ~ __ Tuesday 
(Day) 

30 November .19~ 

,112 Zone desoripti6n_,;J.t:....ee:"--___ _ 

,Position, ' ,0800' 
Lat. ' l U 20 .. 5'N. 
Lone!. 

0000 to 0400 

, 1200 

'00 L.6.5' N. 

OPERATltONAL REMARKS 
(WAR DIARY) 

(Dato) (Month) 

2000 

1 0 17,2' N 

'", ,Underway in company with Task Group 50.2 in accordance with Commander 
Central, P<icit'ic Force Operating Plan CEN .'1-43, 3,e1'ia1.00110, dated 25 Octoi!Jer 
1946.InOruisi'ng1)~,sPosition5-Roger, fleet ooursi;l 2100 (T), fleet axis 
310" (T), standard speed 16 knots , f1eet'speed 18 knots, ,MA,SSACHUSETTS in 
statiorr.2:"180,fle;etguide in U.S~S.S,ARATOGA bearing 3100 tTL distant 
2,000 yards. Officer in Tactical Command in U.S OS 6 SARATOGA. All boile,rs 
on the linelforste,a:miltg purposes. Ship in Condition of Readiness II, Material 
Readine,ss Zebra CAl, Boil €II' Readiness :33, Aircraft Readiness 9. Ship darkeI!ed. 
Zig;..zagging, in aocordance with Plan 6. 0001 U.SeS. NORTH C.AROLIl\fA reported 
surface contact bearing 175~ (T), distant 18 miles. 0013 Ceased zig-zagging~ 
changed fleet course to 100 (T) • 0032 Changed fleet course to .. -190o (T). 
0051 Chahged.::rleet course to 210 0 (T). 0100 Changed fleet course to ')000 ('T) 0 

0110Co!llIl1enced'zig~zagging, using Plan 6. 0147 Ceased zig-zagging, changed 
fleetooul'seto270P (T). 0201 Resumed zig-zagging~ using Plan 6. 0223 
Ceased zig';'zagging, changed fleet course to ')000 (TJ. 0231 Resumed zig~zag= 
ging, usingI'lari 6e 0245 Radar surface contact now bearing 3320 (T)s 
<listant 32,000 Yo',,';.. ~1 

- A. W. MACHEN, Jr. 1 

EnSign, U.S.N.R. 

0400 toOSOO 
Steaming as before. 0512 All hands to General Q.uarters for dawn 

stand-to. Set llifaterialReadiness. Ze'Qra. 0525 CeE;i.sed, zig-zagging, resumed 
base coUrse 3100 (T)., 0533 Chem.geC\. :t:leet course to QOOo (T)~ 0545 Changed 
fleetcQurseto 0909 (T) .0550 Changed fleet speed to 22.,-lmot~ as U'S.S$· 
SARATQGAco:inrn:ericed to, launch aircraft. 0601 Changed fleet speed to 18knotse 
0611 Changed fleet, course to 2700 (T) •. 0615 Secured from General Q.uarter~, 
set Cottdition' of ReadinessII"'Sugar, ,secured, from Material Readiness Zebra, 
set Material: Readin.ess Zebra (A) • Lighted ,ship. 0619' Commenced zig-zagg;;ing', 
using Plan 9. ,065[fceasedzig=zagging, remained on zig-zag course 24:30 (T). 
0700 Changed fleet course to 0000 {T}. 0712 Commenced zig-zagging, using 
Plan 9. 0722 Ceased zig-zagging, remained on zig-zag course 3300 (T). 
0726 ChangedfleetcouI'se to 0900 (T). 0737 Commenced zig-zagging, using 
Plan 9. 0758 Ceased zig~zaggillg. remained on zig-zag course 0630 {Tl. 
0759 Changed fHeteoura. to IlO· (T). .~ 7 

A. W. MACHEN, Jr./
1 

Ensign, U .S.N .R. 

0800 to 1200 
:.i3teruningas betore. 0811 Changed fleet course to 0900 (T). 0824 

" Phangedtleet'.90urse to 1100 (T). .0837 Ghangedf'leet course to 1500 (Tl 0 

0850. Chari~¢'dfYeetcourse to 130° (T). 0859 Changed fleet course to 1200 (T). 
0904Chaiigedl':j:eetcourse to 1)00 CT)~ 0912 Radar contact on aircraft 
bearing 1050 ('TL distant 18 miles . showing Mark II I.F GF e 0929 Changed fleet 
course to 1500 (TL 0937 u oS .. S~BOYD reported possiblesubmarins" sound 
contact. 09:38 Emergency ships right to course 220° (T)o Ceasedzig-zagging p 

0942 U.S.S" BOYD repor'ted contact doubtful, but continued search. 0945. 
Changed fleet course to 1800 (T), changed fleet spe.ed to 22 knots. 09,*7 
Changed fleet ~peed to 20 knots. 0954 Changed fleet course to 1100 (T). 
1000 Commenced zig,-zggging, using Plan 9. 1020 Ceased zig-zagging, relnained 

Approved: Examined: 

".~~~ 
Cemmander, AYqiIi"gtitrNavy 

Navigator 

To ·be 'forwarded dir,ectto the Commander in Chlef, U. S. Fleet. either at ,end of an operation or at the ,end of the calendar month. 
"* u. S.,GOVERNMEHT PIUNTf!iG OFFICE I 104:1 16-33079-1 
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Zone descriptIon -612 
,Position 
Lat. 
Lon . 

-,----_ .... -.- .-,~- ... ----~.~~ .. --.~.-.. ---.. -.. ~- .-_ .. 

c:PAii' ?Itt: ' 
CO~Flj)~~TlAL 

Tuesday 

OPERATIONAL REMARKS 
(WMt DIARY) 

(Day) 

Page,_-,,:'-,' ~ ....... , -,,4_ 

;30 l\Tovember, 1~+-l 
(Date) (Month) 

08()O",to>120Q'(Continued.) 
onzig~zt:l.g'"Qo.urse ·'09,.0(';[1)... 1021 Changed fleet course te090.o (T). 103~ 
c0mmenged'2iig.;.zagg~ng, using plan 9. 1033 ChalJ.€;ed speed ,to IS kn.ots. 105.3 
Cease;d:,zig~zagg;Lr.tg;'I'.¢s\.lJne(l13ase c.ourse 090.0 (T). 1057 Changed fleet cOQ,;?se 
t.o 12QP{TL Sightf;jd,sEl'ventankers on the horizon, broad on the port bow. 
1110 '.Clie.ngedfleet,c~)U.i-se>to' 1000 (T ).1114 Changed fleet speed to 15 knots. 
1117P.iS.S~BROWN·reportedsubmarine sound contact bearing 100.0 (T), distant 
1,000 yards. 1118. Eille:rgency ships right to course 1800 (T). 1121 U.S.B.­
BROVm.dropped ,fouJ."':,Sle.ptli ch!irgesand reported having brought up an oil 
slick •. 112)Chang'edfleet speed to 20 knots. 1130 Changed fleet course 
to 1l~00 {T).1136Chap,ged fleet course to ,0900 (T). 1142 Challged fleet 
course to07ao (T)o 1147 Sighted three escort carriers and five destroyers 
on starboard bow., 1154 Changed fleet course to 1050 (T). 1158 Changed tleat 
speed,toJ:5knots. // n" / 1 

~~ /~ 
A.~iro MACHEN, J-~, 
En~~gn, U.S"N.Ro 

1200 to 1600 . 
, "Ste8.Illing as'b~fore. 1200 Effected rendezvous with Task Units 

16'.10.3~nd 16.10.2. ::Madeal1 preparations to re.ceive 1;1. tamkeralongside. 
to sta.rpoara.forfiie1ingqpera.tionso 1203 Commenced making various courses 
andspeeds>tb<gainstatioJi.for~ rueling. 1230 Changed course to fueling 
cours~_1050_.frrY~1248.QhangEldspeedto fueling' speed, 10 mots • - 1249 
U.s ~S.:NESHJ1jifIC.carrie',*l·ongside tos-G!=lrboard. 1314 Commenced, racei ving fuel 
oilfrqin.U,.8?S.NESIDllEtC. .1404Completiedfueling operations, having recei v.ed 
},,Jo5qa.rrels.of;bl.lrnab1efuel oil at 60° F. 14'15 Cleared side of U .S.S .. 
NESHlINIC. 'C0min.~ncednia:kingva.ri.o'Us, cO.ursesand speeds to gJain station 
asterno:etU.e.1j,.ng'ships.:U~36U.S.s •. INDI.!I.NA designated unit guide ·01' 
shipsnotengaged .. in-fuelingo Commenced zig;"zagging on various cours"es ~n 
ac~()rd?-riceiNitllsigIlalsrroin. Commander Battleship Division Eight with ' 
pas·~q~w·e]05° (T), steaming at 15 knots. ~ 1 

A.iN. MACHEN, .Jr. , 
Ensign, V.S.N.R. 

l600tb2000 , ' 
, . '. ,stes.:mingasbe;f'bre. 1650 Formed Ci'~ising Disposition 5-Roger, ,fleat 
oouTse055° (Tl, flei3t,axis 3100 (T), fleet guide' in1J .• S .. S~ INDlAi'IA' beariI~g 
3400 ,{TJt,dis:t~IltJ4pO.y~rds~" 1715·Changed fleet speed to. 16 knots. l7~2 
UoS~S~S.AR.ATOGAassUmea.ta.c;ticalcoIllll1andof the formation. 1734 Commenced 
zig-zagging6 J1Sing,Plan 69 '1745U.iS.S. SARATOGA desJ.gna.ted fleet guide~ 
bearing'310<,.(T-)"clistant 2,000 yarels. Ohanged 'fleet speed to 18 kn()ts. 
1748 Qeasedzig.",zaggiIlg, resurne(Lbase course 0550 tTl. 175.8 FormedC-rumsi-ng 
TIispo$iti6n.5..;V:$ctor ,for def-ellse agai:tl:stail" attack". fleetgulde inU.8. S" 
SfiRATOGAbear1ng :l10o (T) ,.dis,tant 2500 yards. 1805 ReSUIlled zig .. zagging, 
using P.lan 6. ·,1808 :AJ.Lhands to Air Defense for e'l1ening st,and-to, set 
Material REladiness.Zebra. 18jOCeased zig",zagging,l"9sumed baSe course 0550 

{Tl. 190QOhaIlgedflae~ (laurseto 000° (T). 1910 ResUmed zig-zagging, 
using Plan: 6.1920Securedfro]j Air Detense, set Condition of Readiness II. 
Secured' from llJfaterialReadiness Zebra, set Material Realil.iness Zebra (A). 

Cemmarider, Ul'f'lvigq~CIJ."::I 
Navigator 

To be forw:irI~ed directto:theCotrima~der in Chief. U. S. Fleet.eith~{at end ·afan operation or attlie end of the calendar month. 
*: u .. s; GOVERN.MENT.Pii.lNTING OFF!.C!1:: 1943 1~3a07g-1 
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Zonedescription.-,-,-_: -I-t",,1,-,,2,-' ~--'--'-'_ 
Position 

N.j'. 
LonO', 1 

nor' 
Page,_--"'--·':"",.J!...':J:!..· _ 

'. Tuesday" 30 November • 19 .. 

()P:ERATWNAL REMARKS 
(WAR DllARY)· 

(DBY) (DBte) (Month) 

1600 to 2000 {Gontfntled} 
1950 Ceased.zig-zagging"resumed base course o . 

ooo~ 

A. W. l\!ACHEN. V. 
Ensign:~ U~S~N.R. 

2000 to 2400 ..... " ...... . .'. 
. '. ·.·•· ... Stf3Sln.ing~s.pefbre...20o.0 Change.dfleet Course to:nOo (T). 2010 
Corrimericedzig,:"zagg~n:g,.,1.lsingPl'an 6.2044 Ceased zig~z8.gging,resumed b'a~e 
course :UOP(.Tr'~';?04T:rnaccordaIlce w:i·th .or·uers set fortl1.inCommander 
Cen tr8.1pa;cifi;Cde~pa;tchOJ.0$050f ,Decemberl94J,l u. s. S.· SARATOGA, u.s .S. 
Bf.,ILEY, U.S~S;'<EDW.ARDS';·anrlU;.S.S. GAN;ESVOORT left the formation ,and proc.eed~d 
independentl:v~ . Designatlop.;;,ofships.reraaining .in formation changed to Task 
Unit 50.o2~5; . cons is tirigof 'Battleship Divis-i"on Eight.plusu.s~S. NORTH· 
C~<\ROLnm: ahdDest:royerDivl;:f,Jion92. Officer in Tacti.o,al Command in U.S"S .. 
IND:rAlifA. . 2108 Fornied'CruisingDisposi tion 5~Roger as modified by Officer' in 
Tactical Gommand~ fleetcburse and axis 270 0 {Tl, MASSACHUSETTS in station 
1120, ,fleetiguid,e inU .. S_S. INDIAI."ifA in station 1000 bearing 2400 (T), distant 
1750 Ya.xds.2131 Changed. fleet course and axis to 2100 (T)" fleet guide in, 
Uo~o$~. IN])IANApearin.gJ,80Q tTl, distant 1750 ya.rds •. 2145 Commenced zig-zag­
ging,using P:ta1l6. . 2153 ceased. :zig-zagging, resumed base course 2100 (T h 
2201Clianged:t'1~et,cour,se '~d axis. to 1500 {T), fleet guide in. U ~S"S .. I.L'ifDI.ANjI~ 
bea:ring1200{Tl:;distan~ '1750 YEi,rds. -2223 Resumed zig,;,zagging, using Plan 60' 
2338 U"S .. SeN9RTHCAROLINAreported unidentified surface cCintact bearing 
2"'i+~ (T). ·gj.s;talJ.t;.22."'il~s.. #i~l 

A. W.MACI:IEN"Jr,~, 
EnSign,. U~S~'N.R" 

'* <~. S. 'GOVERNMENT pnUUlHG OFFICE; t!l43 ·16-33079-1 
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File No, . 
. BB69!.Al2-1j Al6-':3j 

ClJJUDfNrlAL 

~ •. 
:' u. •. 

u.s. S. MASSACHUSETTS 60jahc 

WAR. DIARY 

1 December 1943. 

Lat. 
Loilg. 

0800 Position 
0° 47.0' s. 

1760 38.S' E. 

1200 Position 19 42.3' S. 
176 52.2' E. 

2000 Posi.tion 
2° 21.9'S. 

1750 33.7' E. 

"Underway in company with Task Unit 50.2.5, consisting of 
BatDh' 8'. (INDIANA and MASSACHUSE',rTSl plUS U.s.S. NORTH .CAROLINA 
and DesDiv92 (BOYD, BRADFORD', BROWN, and COWELL), supporting 
"Galvanic Operation" in accordanoe with commander Central paoific 
Ii'oroe'Operating.PlanCEN 1-43 of Ootober 25, 1943 and Commander 
Task:Force F1f'tyOperating.Pl8.n N9; 1-43. Serial 0024. of 
October 29, 1943. This task unitprooeeding south to operate 
in an area bounded by parallels 20 to 40 so.uth an.d meridians 
1730 and 1750 east. o In cruiSing disposition 5-Roger,fleet 
oourse and axis 150 (T); standard speed 16 knots, steaming at 
fleet speed 18 knots, zig-zagging using nan 6. MASSACHUSETTS 
in station 1120. ComBat;Div SiX!. U.S.S. INDI;ANA,Oi'ficer-ln 
Tactioal Colll!llalid~ IIllIlled.iate superior in command in area 
ComTaskForoe Fifty. Zone time plus twelve, west longitude date. 

At 0957 lost a man overboard, iD.a<'!.e emergency signals and 
informed O.T •. C.U.S.S. BOYD detailed to recover man. Ships of 
unit maneuvered by O~'l'.C. to remain in vicinity until-recovery 
of man by U.S.S.BOYD •. 1007 U.s.S. BOYD reported man recovered 
and returned to station in screen. . 

At l027U.S.S. MASSACHU~ETmiaunched two aircraft for 
anti-submarine patrol, relieving'U.S.S. INDIANA planes on station. 

At .1302 U;S.S. BOYD came under starboard quarter, and ieturned . 
man overboard by breeches buoy_ . 

At 1413 U.s.S. MASSACHUSETTS planes relieved on station 
by "U.S.S~ NORTH CAROLmplanes~ returned.to the ship, and were 
recovered by the Charlie method. 

(296) 

63703 
• 
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BB59/ Al2 .. 1/ Al6-3/ U .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc 

'ijT~Al 11 i ~ ~\ WAR DIARY , 

. . At 1600,. U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA 1>l.ane dropped smokefloat,c\~ '. 
indicating possible submarine sighted. Task unit maneuvered to "'"'-", ",;'-,,, . 
avoid attack by O.T.C. U.S.S. BROWN investigated area and failed '" 
to make sound contact. Pilot 01' plane reported postlib1e wake, not ' 
de1'inite sight contact. 

At 1805 sighted land bearing 1900 (T), distance about 10 
miles; visible 1'rom tops, identified as Tamana Island in the 
KingmU1 Group. 

At 1952.formed cruising disposition5-Victor for defense 
e,gainst possible night air attaeic, MASSACHUSETTS in station 
1.5110. Set Condition of Readiness II. 2026 Formed cruising 
disposition 5-Roger,' MASSACHUSETTS in station 1120. All times 
112 zone time, West Longitude date. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 20 12.5' S. 
Long. 1730 59.1' E. 

2 December 194!l 

1200 Position 

30 03.5' S. 
1740 33..3' E. 

2000 Position 

30 26.5' s. 
1730 ,6.0' E. 

Arrived in and commenced patrolling within the assigned 
area of operations. At 0507 went to general quarters for the 
dawn alert, securing at sunrise. At 0608 set Condition of 
Readiness II-Sugar •.. At 0658 catapulted two planes for anti­
submarine patrol. 1031 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA planes relieved 
on station." MASSACHUSETTS planes returned and recovered by 
Charlie method. At 1150 U.S.S •. BROWN reported an unidentified 
aircraft bearing 1450 (T), distance 8 miles. This plane 
friendly on MASSACHUSETTS.radar and so reported to O.T.C. 
At 1821 set Condition of Readiness II. At 2048 secured SC, 
radar for repairs and cut in at 2135. repairs having been 
completed. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 20 00.5'8. 
1730 28.5' E. 

3 December 1943 

1200 Position 

20 01.1' S. 
1740 09.3' E. 

2000 Position 

Staaming as before in assigned area of operations. 

(297) 
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BB59/Al2-1/Al6-3/ U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/a.ho 

CONHBHITIAL WAR DIARY . ,. 

0511 went to general quarters for dawn alert, seouring at 0611. ~. 
Set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar. C01lIlIlenoed fueling destrOyerJ!~:~'". 
U .S.S. INDIANA fueling first, other BB' s zig-zagging independently" "'\ 
behind screen. U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA launched plane anti-sub-
marine patrol. 1000 Catapulted two planes to relieve NORTH 
CAROLINA planes on station for anti-submarine patrol. 1022 
U.S.S. INDIANA completed fueling U.S.S. BOYD and U.S.S. BRADFORD. 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA commenoed fueling operations. 1302 U.s.S. 
NORTH CAROLmA completed fueling U.S.S. COWELL and U.S.S. BROWN. 
Formed cruising disposition 5-Roger, fueling operations having 
been oompleted. 1337 U.S.S. INDIANA planes relieved on station. 
MAS8ACHUSETTS planes recovered by Charlie method. 1818 Set.Condi-
tion of Readiness II. 1911 U.S.S. BOYD reported sound oontaot 
bearing 2300 (T). Fleet course 2400 (T). Emergenoy ships right 
to 0000 (T). 1915 U.S.S. BOYD reported underwater sound oontaot 
false. 1918 Resumed base course 2400 ' (T). 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Positioll 

30 06.0' S. 
1730 .30.7' E. 

4.Deoember 1943 

1200 Position 

20 49.9'8. 
1730 00.9' E. 

2000Positioll 

. 20 53.8' s. 
1730 44.8' E. 

steaming as before ill assigned area of operations. 0~07 
Went to general quarters for dawn alert, securing at 0608. Set 
condition of Readiness II-Sugar. 1000 Catapulted two planes .for 
anti-submarine patrol to relieve U.S.S. INDIANA planes on station. 
1355 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA launched two planes to relieve 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS planes. Recovered two planes by Charlie 
method. 1725 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA reoovered two planes • 

. 1820 Set Condition of Readiness II. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 0° 22;0' S. 
Long. 1720 57.0' E. 

5 December 1943 

1200 Position 

00 42.8' s. 
1730 05.8' E. 

2000 Position 

20 03.8' s. 
1720 47.0' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to rendezvous with Task 
Unit 16.10.4 for fueling operations. At 0517 went to general 
quarters for dawn alert, seouring at 0617 and setting Condition 
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of Readiness II-Sugar. 0536 Sighted a destroyer, identified as 
friendly, bearing 1050 (Tl, distance 20,800 yards. 0615 Sighted 
three ships, believed to be tankers, bearing 0820 (Tl, 31,750 
yards. 0727 Catapulted two planes for anti-submarine patrol. 
0750 Rendezvous with Task Unit 16.10.4 and completed preparations 
to receive U.S.S. NEOSHO alongside to starboard for fueling 
operations. Fueling course 0900 (Tl and speed 9 knots. At 0820 
commenced receiving fuel from U.S.S. NEOSHO, using two 6" hoses. 
Passed following material to U.S.S. NEOSHO for appropriate 
disposal: 

291 empty 5"/38 caliber powder tanks, Mk 6 Mod. 1, with 
empty cartridge cases. 

20 empty 5"/51 caliber catapult powder tanks, with empty 
cartridge cases. 

8 fifty gallon oil drums, empty. 
U.S. mail for dispatch to United States. 

At 0943 completed operations, having recUved 6,908 barrels of· 
burnable fuel. At 1003 cleared side of U.S.S.NEOSHO and formed 
Cruising Disposition 5-Roger, all ships of this task unit having 
completed fueling. Set course to return to assigned area of 
operation 1800 (Tl. 1103 U.S.S. NORTH CilROLINA planes relieved 
on station, MASSAGHU8ETTSplanes recovered by Charlie method. 
At 1358 U.S.S. IWOIANA.planes relieved as anti-submarine patrol 
and U.S.S. NORTH CilROLINA recovered two aircraft. At 17l) 
U ,8.S. INDIANA recovered two aircraft.. At 1824 set Condition 
of Readiness II. 1922 Radar contact on unidentified aircraft bear­
ing 0400 (Tl, distant 22.5 miles. ·1925 Radar contact faded. At 
2130 changed course to northward to proceed to rendezvous with 
Task Group 50.4 in compliance with instructions received from 
Commander Central Pacific Force. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

o· 'S o 4,a.5 • 
1720 56~l' E. 

6 December 1943 

1200 Position 

10 17.7' s. 
1730 06.6' E. 

2000 Position 

20 30.9' S. 
1730 19.9' E. 

Proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 50.4 and Task 
Unit 16.10.4 to southwestward of Apaman\la. At 0514 went to 
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gOO,"al quar,,!l~lda_ ':t~~: 05" U.S.S. NOR'" CAROLINA _\, 
reported surface contact bearing 1250 (T), distance 17 miles. -"'~c;~;;~;\ 
0548 Sighted contact reported, identified as two DE's and 3 AO's; , 
or Task Unit 16.10.4 0602 Sighted two aircraft carriers on horizon 
bearing 335 0 (R), identified as U.S.S. BUNKER HILL and U.S.S. 
MONTEREY. 0603 Sighted three BB's bearing 1000 (R), identified as 
u.s.a. WASHINGTON, U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA, and U.S.S. ALABAMA, and 
ships comprising Task Group 50.4. Commenced making various c.ourses 
and speeds white Task Group 50.4 fueled from Task Unit 16.10.4. 
0616 Qommander Ta.sk Unit 50.2.5 reported to Commander Task Group 
50. 4toY'du ty • 

Formed new Task Group 50.8, Officer in Tactical Command, 
Rear Admiral W. ~. LEE, Jr., in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. Task Unit 
5o.2.~ and 50.4 dissolved in accordance with Commander Central 
Pacific Force Operation .Order No. 3~43 and dispatch. 

Task Group 50.8 consists of the following: 

BatDiv 6 (WASHINGTON and NORTH CAROLINA), BatDiv 8 
(INDIANA and MASSACHUSETTSO, and BatDiv 9 ( SOUTH DAKOTA and 
ALABAMA), U.S.S. BUNKER HILL, U.S.S. MON'l'EREY, DesRon 46 (IZARD, 
CHARRETTE, CONNOR, BURNS, BOYD, BROWN, BRADFORD, COWELL). and 
DesDiv 15 (LANG, aTERETT, STACK, WILSON). 

At 0616 Set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar. At 1016 
U.S.S. WILSON came alongside to receive resistor for radar. At 
1103 U.S.S. COWELL came alongside to deliver guard mail Commander 
Task Group 50.8 Bombardment Plan No. 1-43, Serial 0039 (secret) 
of December 6, 1943. 1358 Task Unit 50.4 completed fueling and 
formed Task Group 50.8 in Cruising Disposition 5-Love, BatDiv 8 . 
in station 3290, MASSACHUSETTS 1,000 yards astern of U.S.S. 
INDIANA, station unit guide. Set course and speed to carry out 
Commander Central FacificForce Plan No. CENl-43 and Commander 
Task Group 50.8 Bombardment Plan No. 1-43 into execution. 1823 
Went to air defense stations for dusk alert and secured at 1900, 
setting Condition of Readiness II. 

At 2214 U.S.S. BRADFORD reported possible submarine sound 
contact. 2221 Emergency ships right 90 degrees to avoid possible 
attack. 2241 U.S.S. BRADFORD reported contact false and resumed 
base course 2400 (T). 
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7 Decei;nber 1944 ',( 

0800 Position 

Lat. 20 12 .• 1' S. 
Long. 1700 18.1' E. 

1200 Position 

20 14.2' s. 
1690 28.7' E. 

~!Ooo Position 

00 49.4' s. 
1680 45.6' E • 

• 

Proceeding to the south and west ot Ocean Island to approach 
Nauru Island from the northward tor the bombardment of Nauru at 
H-);lour 0700 on D-day December 8, 1943 west longitude date. At 0523 
went to general quarters :for dawn alert. Carriers launched aircratt 
for antl-submarine.patrol and search. Secured at 0623 and set Condi­
tion of Readiness II-Sugar. During general quarters developed a 
leak in Number Two engine condenser. Requested permission to slow 
to make repairs which was granted byOTC. Speed of torma.tion slowed 
to 15 knots to make repairs. Dropped astern of formation, slowed, 
engaged jacking gear onl1umber four shaft, increased speed to 15 
knots, and maintained station. as tar as possible during sUbsequent 
repairs. 0956 U.S.S. COV~ and U.S.S. BROWN ordered to screen 
MASSACHUSETTS during carrier aircraft operations. At 1004 repairs 
to condenser completed, disengaged jacking gear and resumed station 
in formation at fleet speed ot 18 knots .• 

At 1823 went to air defense stations tor dusk alert. At 1915 
set Condition of Readiness II. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 00 39.5' S. 
Long. 1660 50.8' E. 

8 Decamber_1944 

1200 Position 

00 05.6' s. 
1670 30.3' E. 

2000 Position 

20 12.4' S. 
1670 26.7' E. 

Steaming as betore, conducting approach tor bombardment ot 
Nauru Island in order to render Nauru an ineftective base for 
Japanese air operations. At 0510 U.s.S. BUNKER HILL and U.S.S. 
MONTEREY in company with DesDiv 15 less U.S.S. LANG and U.S.S. 
STACK, plus U.S.S. BRADFORD and U.S.S. COWELL, left formation to 
act independently, but within supporting distance of surface bomb­
ardment group, to conduct aerial bombardment of Nauru Island. At 

.)~,~ 
';;",,,,-::,,,,,:-,.''';:<:l\,~ 

..\ 

0539 went to general quarters and· completed all preparations tor 
bombardment of Nauru Island. At 0609 changed fleet course to 2200 (T) 
and formed battle line, order ot ships from van to rear U.S.S. 
WASHINGTON, U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA, U.S.S. INDIANA, U.S.S. MASSAcHUSETTS, 
U.S.S. ALABAMA, andU.S.S. SOUTH DilKOTA, standard distance 1500 
yards. At 0610 changed speed to 24 knots. At 0615 changed fleet 
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course to 0200 (T). At 0616 sighted .Nauru Island bearing 1900 

(Tl. At 0618 catapulted two planes, one plane tor spotting, 
the se'cond plane for anti-su:blna,rine screen ahead and reliet 
spotting plane. At, 0624 changed fleet course to 2200 (Tl. 
Observed flashes of light on Nauru Island, believed to be 
enemy anti-aircraft tire opposing strikes made by oqr carrier 
based planes. At 0654 ohanged tleet course to 2100 (T). At 
0702 U.S.S. WASHINGTON passed through initial point tor 
bombardment (Point Baker bearing .3300 (Tl, distanoe 20,000 
yards from Cantilever Pier on west side of Nauru Island). 
Exeouted "Roger", all ships opening on assigned targets with 
full nine-gun salvo. At 0702 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS opened tire 
with full nine-gun salvo from main battery on barraoks area. 
(For full report of bombardment by U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, see 
Commanding Officer's Seoret letter BB59/Al6-3, Serial 0016, 
of 16 December 1943 and enolosures.) At 0704 ohanged oourse 
to 2100 (T). At 0706 ohanged course to 2200 (T) to adjust 
position. At 0710 ohanged course to 1940 (T). At 0714 ohanged 
oourse to 184.0 (T). At 0717 having olosed the rang.e, the 
secondary battery opened tire on assigned targets in air strip 
area. At 0729 ohanged tleet course by column movement to 
1540 (T). At 0732 oeased tiring, all batteries. All ammuni­
tion allowed expended, no oasual ties. 

Ammunition Expended: 

135 projeotiles 16"/45 caliberH.C. Mark 31-10 
135 charges 16"/45 caliber SPD 3106 

, 400 proj eotiles 5"/38 caliber A.A. cOllllllon with Mark 28 
MOBD tuse. 

400 oharges, 5"/38 oaliber: 208 SPDN 3024 
192 SPDN 2868 

At 0741 oomoluded bombardment of Nauru Island, all ships oeased 
tiring. Commanced retirement. At 0745 divisions column right 
to oourse 2550 (T). 

At 0816 tormed cruising disposition 5-Love and oOllllllenced 
retirement and rendezvous with Carrier Task Unit. At 0842 
recovered two aircratt. At 1035 U.S.S. BOYD left tormation 
to recover aviators torced down tv(O miles west 01' Nauru Island. 
At '1135sighted U.S.S. BUNKER HILL on port bow. At 1212 U.S.S. 
WASHINGTON reported sighting two "Bettys" bearing 1200 (T). 
At 1215 U.S.S. INDIANA reported two unidentified airoratt 
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bearing 2400 {Tl, distance 18 miles. At 1217 carrier aerial 
bombardment group rejoined and took station in cruising dispo­
sition 5-Love. 1226 Went to air defense. stations until uniden­
tified aircraft situation cleared. 1412 Secured from air detensEl,," 
and set Condition ot Readiness II-Able. Task Group 50.8 retiring' 
to southward and to base.' At 1615 sighted U.S.S. BOYD returning , 
to formation bearing 0350 (R), distance 30,000 yards, having 
Suffered damage as a result ot enemy action duringiittempted 
rescue' ot pilots forced down west of Nauru Island. At 1800 
U.S.S. WILSON came alongside to transter apP!'Indix case via 
breeches buoy to U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. U.S.S. ALABAMA received 
wounded trom U.S.S. BOYD. At 1825 tormed 6ruising Disposition 
5-Victor in preparation for possible night air attack by enemy. 
1848 Went to air defense stations tor dusk alert.. At 2015 set 
Conditi.on of Readiness II. 

9 and 10 December 1943 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

50 24.2' S. 
1670 07.6' E. 

3.200 Position 

'60 09.9' S. 
1670 51.0' E. 

2000 Position 

70 20.9' S. 
1680 03~0' E. 

Steaming as betore, reUril:ligi,to.>the southward and to base. 
At .. 0532 went to general quarters tor dawn alert. Carriers. 
launched air. patrols and searches and maintained them throughout 
the daylight hours. At 0632 set Condition ot. Readiness 11-
Sugar. At 0800 changed the date trom 9 December to 10 December, 
conforming to zone -12 time. Moved all clocks ahead 24 hours. 
At . .448 completed all preparations tor fueling destroyers at 
sea. At 15.17 U.S.~. BRADFORD came alongside to starboard .tor 
tueling. At 1523 commenced pumping tuel to U.S.S. BRADFORD. 
At 1624 completed fuel1ngU.S.S. BRADFORD, having delivered 
1,643 barrels ot burnable tuel. At 1626 U.S.S. BRADFORD cleared 
side. Commenced regaining station in Cruising Disposition 
5-Victor. At 1855 set Condition of Readiness II. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 100 44.2'S. 
Long. 1680 08.3' E. 

11 December 1943 

1200 Pbsition 

11g 47.9' s. 
167 55.3' E. 
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Steaming as before, retiring to the southward and to\, 
base. At 0516 went to general quarters for dawn alert. Carrierlh~",:,:;:.,~ .. 
launohed anti-submarine and searoh patrols and maintained them~. 
throughout the daylight hours. At 0616 set Condition of \ 
Readiness II-Sugar. At 1100 oonduoted test firing of 5"/38 
caliber Mark 32 fuses. 

Ammunition Expended: 

24 projeotiles, 5"/38 caliber, with Mark 32 fuse. 
24 charges" 5"738 caliber: 23 SPDN 2868 

1 SPDN 3024 

At 1439 U.S.S. BUNKER HILL and assigned screen left formation 
to act as target for speoial offset praotice to be fired by 
U.S.S. ALABAMA. All Ships of battle line testing radar spotting 
with fire control radars. At 1459 formed battle line, order 
from van to rear, BatDivs 6, 9. and 8. At 1626 U.S.S. ALABAMA 
completed firing, end of test. At 1633 formed,$lruising dispo­
sition 5-Love. At 1906 set Condition of Readiness II. At 
2021 U.S.S. BUNKER HILL, U.S.S. MONTEREY, U.S.S. 1ILABilMA and 
'DesDi vs 15 and 92 left formation to proceed to Segund Cre nnel, 
Espiritu Santos. Upon arrival at base Task Group 50~8 dissolved 
and report to ColllSoPac for duty. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 170 19.8' S. 
Long. 1680 32.5'E. 

12 Deoember 1943 

At Base 

Havannah Harbor, Efate Island, New 
Hebrides. 

Steaming in company with BatDivs 6, 8, and 9 less 
U.S.S. AL.ABAlVlA.,and DesDiv 91 enroute baSe at Havannah Harbor, 
Efate, New Hebrides, retiring from supporting "Galvanio Opera­
tions". At 0504 went to general quarters for dawn alert. At 
0600 launched two aircraft for anti-submarine patrol. Planes 
to be relieved on station and when relieved proceed to base. 
At 0604 set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar. At 1016 entered 
channel, MASSACHUSETTS leading battle line, for entry into 
Havannah Harbor, Efate Island, New Hebr·ides, making various, 
courses and speeds to conform with channel. At 1113 moored to 0111>'1 
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1$ in Havannah Harbor. Set the port war watch. Ship assumed 
readiness for getting underway on 12 hours notice. At 1200 
set all clocks back one (1) hour to conform to zone -11 time. 
Commenced routine upkeep and repair and recreation schedules. 
Task Group 50.8 dissolved and Task Force 37 formed on anchoring, 
Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr., U.S. Navy in U.S.S. WASHINGTON, Task 
Force Commander. 

Task Force 37 

Task Group 37.1, Rear Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr. 

BatDivs 6', $, and 9 
DesDiv 91 

Task Group 37 • 2, Reu Admiral Sherman 

U.S.S. BUNKER Hn.L and U.S.S. MONTEREY 
DesDiv 92 

Task Group 37.1 base at Havannah Harbor and Task Group 37.2 
base at Segund Channel. Upon mooring fueled ship to capacity. 

13 December 1943 

Moored at base in Havannah Harbor, Efate, New Hebrides, 
in berth 18, 23 fathoms of water with 15 fathoms ot starboard 
anchor chain to buoy, in company with Task Group 37.1, consist­
ing of BatDivs 6, $ and 9 less.ALABAMAand DesDiv 91. Rear 
AdmiralW. A •. LEE, Jr •• U.S. Navy, Task Force and Task Gl'OUP 
commander in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. All ships on 12 hours readiness 
fOr getting underway. Condllcting routine upkeep, repairs, and 
checks and maintenance of material and training exercises and 
drill of personnel in preparation for battle. U.S.S. NORTH 
CAROLINA has military and radar guard. At O$OOU.S.S. SOUTH 
DAKOTA relieved the U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA of military and radar 
guard. 

", Transferred the following ammunition to Naval Base, 
Havannah Harbor: 

2$0 16"/45 powder tanks, empty, Mark 3. 
430 5"/3$ powder tanks, empty, Mark 6 with empty cart­

ridge cases. 
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149 40 MM tanks, empty 
8 boxes 20 MM empty cartridges 
7 tanks, empty, for catapult charges. 

14 December 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved 
U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of military and radar guard. At 1640 
U.S.S. ALABAMA, escorted by DesDiv 15, stood in and moored. 
At 2200 commenced provisioning ship from U.S.S. ANTIGUA. 

15 December 1943 

Moored as before. At 0806 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved 
U.S.S. INDIANA of military and radar guard. Completed provision­
ing ship from U.S.S. ANTIGUA. 

16 December 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. ALABAMA relieved· 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS ofmil1tary and radar guard. 1115 Commenced 
receiving ammunition from the U.S.S. RAINIER. 2200 Comp)leted 
taking ammunition trom U.S.S. RAINIER, having received the 
following: 

110 16"/45 caliber projectiles, H.C., Mark 13-1 
143 16"/45 caliber charges, SPD 3633 
643 5"/38 caliber projectiles, Mark 28 BDF 
863 5"/38 caliber charges 
225 5"138 caliber projectiles, Mark 32 fuse, lot unit 

52 5"/38 caliber projectiles, illuminating, Mark 30-5 
11,200 40MM cartridges, service 
10,980 20 MM cartridges, incendiary 

50 float lights, Mark 4 
260 aircraft starter cartridges, Type B. 

17 December 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. WASHINGTON relieved 
U.S.S. ALABAMA of military and radar guard. At 0844 commenced 
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taking ammunition from U.S.S. ALABAMA. At 1120 oompleted taking 
ammunition, having reoeived the following: 

,.' .. " . 

~ 1% 
';:'.c-,,,,..., ,::. ':;.;~:~\~\ 

110 16"/45 oaliber oharges, 8PD 3942. 

1535 Oompleted taking on board 2,200 gallons of aviation gasoline, 

18 Deoember 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA relieved 
the U.S.S. WASHINGTON of military and radar guard. 

19 Deoember 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA relieved 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA of military and radar guard. 

20 Deoember·1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. ~~~ANArelieved 
U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of military and radar guard. 

21 Deoember 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. MASSAOHUSETTS relieved 
the U.S.S. INDIANA of military and radar g\.lard. U.S.S. RAINIER, 
esoorted by U.S.S. CHARRETTE (DD58l) got underway and stood but 

. of the harbor. At 1030 U.S.S. PASQUOTANK (AOG18) stood into 
the harbor and moored in berth aSSigned. At 2100 Commander 
J. A. McNALLY, U.S. Navy, relieved Commander L. E. CRIST, Jr., 
U.S. Navy, as executive offioer of the U.S.S~ MASSACHUSETTS. 

22 December 1943 . 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. ALABAMA relieved the 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS of military and radar guard. Requested 
and received from.ComBatPac forty-eight hour availability to 
replace SC-l radar with SC-2 radar and installation of exten­
sion on foremast to facilitate installation of SO number 2 
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to give 3600 ooverage. Commenoed neoessary work at 0900. 
Installation to be in condition for re-use on 12 hours notice. 

23 Deoember 1943 

Moored as before. Work on radar installation progressing 
satisfaotorily. At 0800 U.S.S. WASHINGTON relieved U.S.S. ALABAMA. 
of military and radar guard. At 1520 transferred the following 
ammunition to Naval Base, Havannah Harbor, Efate, New Hebrides 
Islands: 

32 oharges 16"/45 oaliber SPD 3633 
3 oharges 16"/45 oaliber SPD 3242 

24 Deoember 1943 

Moored as before. At 0500 oompleted installation of 
SC-2 radar antenna on foremast. Tested and worked satisfactory. 
Completion reported to ComBatPac. At 0800 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA 
relieved U.S.S. WASHINGTON of military and radar guard. 

25 . Deoember 1943 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA relieved 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA of military ~nd radar guard. At 1035 
U.S.S. WASHINGTON andU.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA, plus WILSON, LANG, 
IZARD, anll BURNS got underway and stood out of the harbor. 
GomBatDiv 9 in u.s.a. SOUTH DAKOTA n~w SOPA~ Requested 48 hour 
availability of SOPA to repair oasual tyto training motor in 
Turret Two. Approved by SOPA and work oommenced. Housing of 
training motor bulged Q.ueto exc.essive oil Pl"essure, oausing 
exoessi ve illuQe.iPSe.. Lu ira, •. 

26 December 1943 

Moored as before. Work on repairs to TUrret Two training 
motor progressing satisfactorily. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved 
U.S.S.SOUTH DAKOTA of military and radar guard. 
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27 December 19M? 

Moored as bef'ore. Work on Turret Two training motor pro­
gressing satisf'actorily. At'0800.U.s.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved 
U.S.S. INDIANA of' military and radar guard. At 1600' repairs 
and tests on Turret Two completed and reported to SOPA. 

28 De.cember 1943 

Moored as bef'ore. At 0800 U.S.S. ALABAMA relieved U.S.S. 
MASSAOHUSE'1'TS of' military and radar guard. 

29 December 1943 

Moored as . bef'ore. At 0800 U.S. S. soum DAKOTA relieved 
U.S.S. ALABAMA. of' military and radar guard. At 1800 commenced 
provisioning ship f'rom U.S.S. ALDEBARAN. 

30 December 1943 

Moored as bef'ore. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved U.S.S. 
soum DAKOTA of' military and radar guard. At 1700 completed. 
prOVisioning ship f'rom U.S.S. ALDEBARAN. 

31 J}ecember 1943 

Moored as bef'ore. At'0800 U.S.S. MASSAOHUSE'1'TS relieved 
U.S.S. INDIANA of' military and radar guard. 

Submitted: 

Approved: ~~ ~~ 
'1'. J}. R~~' \ 

~~ 
Oommander, U.S, Navy, 
Navigator. 

Oaptain, U.S. Navy, "l'~'" 
,. Oommanding. ( 309) '\ 
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1 January 1944 , 
Moored to buoy in berth #18 in Havannah Harbor, Efate 

Island of the New Hebrides group,with fifteen fathoms of the star­
board anohor ohain out to the buoy, and a one and one-eighth 
inch wire preventer seoured to the buoy."" Ali anti-torpedo net 
oompletely surrounds ship during the night and open on port 
quarter for bOat aooess to gangway during daylight hours. Ship 
is in Material Condition of Readiness X-ray from sunrise to 
sunset and Yeke from sunset to sunrise. Fer Conditiel1 of 
Readiness the Port War Watoh is set in all departments and 
readiness for getting underway is twelve hours notioe as 
erdered by ComSoPao. 

The U.S.S. MASSACHUSJl:TTS is attaohedto Task Force 
Thirty-seven 137J, Rear Admiral W. A.:r..:EE'. Jr., u.s. Navy, 1 
Task Feroe Commander in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. Units attached te 
Task Foroe 37 are.: 

Task Force 37 

Task Group 37'.1 -- Rear Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr., U.S. Navy 

BatDiv 6 (U.S.S. WASHINGTON and U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA) 
BatDiv 8 (U.S.S. INDIANA and U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS)" 
BatDiv 9 (u.s.s. SOUTH DAKOTA and U.S.S. ALABAMA) 
DeaDiv 91" 

Task Group 37.2 -- Rear Admiral SEERMAN, U.S. Navy. 

U.S.S. BUNKER HILL and U.S.S. MONTEREY 
DesDiv 92 

Task Group 37.1 based at Havannah Harbor, Ei'ate Island, and 
Task Group 37.2 based at Segund Channel, Espiritil Santos Island, 
New Hebrides .Island group. Immediate. Superior in Command of 
Task Ferce is, Commander South Paoifio Force. 

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS has military andrada.r guard duty. 

" Ship conduoting rOlLtine upkeep, repair and maintenanoe 
of machinery alid equipment while at base. Ship oonducting drills, 
sohools and detailed. instructions while at anoher for training 
of officers and men in preparation for futilre ollerations at 

sea6:;~1;WR(ltDohedule(~;sued by the Task Feroe Commander, I 

• 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BB59/Al2-l/Ai6-3/ 

OONFIDENTIAL 

U.s.S. MASSAOHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

60/ahc 

At 0800 U.S.S. ALABAMA relieved U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS of , 
Military and Radar guard. At 0955 U.S.S. STACK underway and stood 
out of harbor. 

2 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKQ.TA relieved 
U.S.S. ALABAMA of the Military and Radar GUard. At 1300 U.S.S. 
THORNTON stood into harbor and went alongside the U.S.S. ~. 
The U.S.S. E. J. HENRY stood in and anchored in assigned berth. 

3 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved 
U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of Military and Radar guard. At 0910 S.S. 
HENRY HOYT stood in and anchored in assigned berth. 

From 0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Air i'iingconducted simulated 
dive bombing attacks on ships in the harbor, followed by strafing. 
runs. Fast plane from VJ -9 made high al ti tude tracking runs over 
ships in the harbor •. 

4 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved . 
the U.S.S. INDIANA of the Military and Radar guard. 

From 0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Air Wind conducted simulated 
dive bombing attacks on ships in the harbor, followed by strafing 
runs. Fast plane from VJ-9 made high altitude tracking runs over 
ships in the harbor. . 

5 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA relieved 
the U.S.S. MASSAOHUSETTS of the Military and Radar guard. From 
0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Air Wing made simulated. dive bombing 
attacks and strafing attacks on ships in the harbor •. Fast plane 
from VJ-9 made high altitude tracking runs over ships in the harbor. 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS assigned 20 MM range for the.day. At 1130 
U.S.S.STACK and U.s.s. STERRETT got underway and stood out of 
harbor. At 1240 U.S.S. ALABAMA got underway and stood out of 
the harbor. . 

6 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. INDIANA relieved 
the U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of the Military and Radar guard. 

(2) 
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7 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0610 U.S.S. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS 
oame alongsJde to port for transfer of ammunition. At 0607 
U.S.S. WASHINGTON stood into harbor and moored in Berth #9. At 
0630 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA stood into the harbor and moored in 
Berth #4. At 0700 U.s.S. ~, U.S.S.BURNS, and U.S.S. IZARD 
stood into harbor and moored in assigned berths. 

-'::"' .. :,c ".:-, 

At 0800 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTs relieved the U.S.S. INDIANA 
of the Military and Radar Guard. At 1200 ComBatPao in U.S.S. 
WASHINGTON relieved ComBatDiv 9 of duties as SOPA. At 1250 U.S.S. 
WILLIAM WARD BURROWS oleared port side, having'delivered the follow­
ing ammunition: 

249 16n /45 oaliber projeotiles, Mk. 13 Mod. 1 (HC) 
502 16"/45 oaliber tanks, reduoed velooity (1900 fsIV) oharges: 

265 tanks SPDN 4815 
165 tanks SPD 5402 

72 tanks SPO 3942 

8 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0610 U.S.S. ALDEBARAN stood in 
and anohored in berth assigned. At 0800 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA 
relieved the U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS of the Military and Radar guard. 
At 0840 S.S. WILLIAM WARREN and S.S. NORMAN KEIFER stood in and 
anohored in berthS assigned. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS assigned 20 MM 
range for the day. 

At 1214 U.S.S. CONNOR stood in and moored. 

9 January 1944 
, 

Moored as before. At 04'50 U .. s.S. ANTARES got underway and 
stood out of harbor. At 0611 S.S. NQRM4N KEIFER got underway and 
stood out of the harbor. At 0650 S.S. JAMES LICK stood in and 
anohored in assigned berth. 

At 0800 U.S.S. WASHINGTON relieved the U.S.S. NORTH CARO­
LINA of Military and Radar guard. At 0915 U.S.s. WILLIAM WARD 
BURROWS oame alongside to port for transfer of ammunition. At 
1037 U.S.S. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS oleared port side, having delivered 
the following ammunition details: 

63 16"/45 oaliber proj eotlles, Mk. 1:3 Mod. 1 (HC). 

3 
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10 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA relieved 
the U.S.S. WASHINGTON of the Military and Radar guard. 

At 1316 U.S.S. BRAINE and U.S.S. FULLAM stood in and 
moored in assigned berth. 

11 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0635 U.S.S. LMfG and U.S.S. IZARD 
got underway and stood out of harbor. At 0800 U.S.S~ INDIMfA 
relieved U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of Military and Radar guard, At 1630 
U.S.S, LMfG and U.S.S. IZARD stood into harbor and moored in 
assigned berth. 

12 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0500 U.S.S. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS 
got underway and stood out of the harbor. ~ 

At 0800 U.S.S. MASSAOHUSETTS relieved U.S.S. INDIMfA 
. of the Military and Radar GUard. 

13 January 1944 

Moored as before. At 0800 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA relieved 
the U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS of the Military and Radar guard. From 
0800 to 0900 2nd Marine Air Wing oonduoted simulated dive bombing 
and strafing runs on ships in the harbor. Fast plane from VJ-9 
made high altitude traoking runs over ships in the harbor, 

'At 1000 ammunition lighter oame alongside port quarter 
and delivered the following ammunition details: 

7 16"/45 oaliber projeotiles (lIP) Mk. 8 Mod. 2 
7 16"/45 oaliber oharges SPD 3633. . . 

At 1009 U.s.S. EllllNa got underway and stood out of harbor. At 
1129 U.S.S. LANG got underway and stood out of harbor. 

At 1550 U.S.S.BURNS stoo.d in and moored in assigned 
berth. At 1622 U.S.S. MONTPEL.IER stood in and moored in 
assigned berth. At 1627 U.S.S. OOLUMBIA stood in and moored 
in assigned berth .. At 1630 U.S.S. STMfLEY, U.S.s. OONVERSE, 
U.S.S. SPENCE and U.S.S. LMfG stood in and moored in berths assigned. 

( 4) ~. 
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14 January 1944 

Moored as betore. At 0510 U.S.S. BURNS, U.S.,S. LANG, and 
U.S.S. IZARD got underway and stood out 01' harbor. At 0545 com­
pleted all preparations for getting underway. Underway in 
accordanae with U .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS Operation Order 1-44 dated 
12 Jaliuary 1944, for training exerciseS: in area to westward of 
Efate Island. Officer Conducting the Exercise in U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS. Ships in company: U.S.S. IZARD, U.S.S. BURNS, 
and U.S.S. LANG. At 0639 destroyers formed anti-submarine 
sareen, U.S.S. IZARD in station 1, U.S.S. BURNS in station 3, 
and U.S.S. LANG in station 2. Cleared swept channel and 
aommenced making various acurses and speeds over measured mile 
located on Leleppa Island for aalibration 01' the pitometer log 
and engine revolutions. 

At 0750 completed aalibration runs. Set course 2700 (T) 
and commenced events 2 and 4. consisting of 5n/38 caliber, 40 MM 
and 20 MM tiring at towed sleeve. During firing conduated test 
of SC-2 radar (own aircraft as targets) at various ranges. At 
1055 completed events 2 and 4,having expended the following 
ammunition: . 

104 projeatiles 5"/38 caliberMk. 31-10 A.A Common. 
49 charges 5"/38 caliber SPDN 2868. 
55aharges 5"/38 caliber SPDN 3024. 

2596 rounds 40 MM service. 
1862 rounds 20 MM service. 

At 1115 commenced making var410us courses and speeds tor 
25 knot calibration run over measured mile.. At 1156 completed 
«alibration run, set course 2700 (T) tor approach for event 6. 
Commenaed making various courses and speeds for event 6, main 
and secondary battery surface firing at radar target. At 1255 
completed event 6, having expended the following ammunition: 

7 projectiles 16"/45 caliber (AP), Mk. 8-4. 
7 prOjectiles 16"/45 caliber, BL&T, Mk. 9-1. 
7 charges, 16"/45 caliber, SPD 3633. , 
7 charges 16"/45 caliber, SPD 3907. 

156 projectiles,5n /38 caliber, A.A Common Jllk. 31",10, 
58 charges, 5"138 caliber, SPDN 2868~ 
58 charges, 5"/38 caliber, SPDN 3024. 
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Set course 3300 (Tl for event 
PacFleet Conf. Memo. 6CM-43. 
drone crashed out of control, 
ammunition expended: 

{ 
8. drone firing in accordance wi t~'""~" 
1428 Commenced event #8. At 1440 -
event 8 completed. following 

98 projectiles 5"/38 caliber, AA Common Mk. 31':'10. 
63 charges 5"/38 caliber, SPDN 3024. 
35 charges 5"/38 caliber, SPDN 4115. 
72 rounds 40 :MM service, Mk. 1. 

Set course 2800 (T) for rendezvous for night air attack 
by planes from Espiritu Santos. At 1834 arrived in area for 
event 11, night air attack. Darkened ship and went to air 
defense stations. At 1928 secured from air defense stations 
and set condition of readiness II-Able, modified -- all control 
stations manned. At 2150 assumed attacking aircraft grounded, 
due to weather. Secured all stations manned for exercise and 
set Condition of Readiness II-Able. set course 1800 (Tl, speed 
18 knots, zig-zagging in accordance with Plan 8, returning to 
operating area west of Efate Island. 

15 January 1944 

Steaming as before, in company with U.S.S. IZARD, U.S.S. 
BURNS, AND U.S.S. L.ll.NG, destroyers in anti-submarine screen, 
on course 1800 (Tl, at standard speed 18 knots, in accordance 
with U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS Operation Order 1-44 of 12 January 
1944. Ship in Condition of Readiriess II-Able and Material 
Readiness Yoke, and darkened. At 0100 Changed course to 0900 (Tl. 
At 0200 U.S.S. BURNS left formation ro proceed to station for 
event 9, C.T.F. 37 Radar Exercise Able. 

At 0425 went to General ~uartersfor dawn alert. At 0450 
made surface radar contact bearing 0050 (Tl, distance 31,000 
yards, identified as U.S.S. BURNS. At 0458 commenced event #9. 
At 0528 secured from general quarters and set Condition of 
Readiness II-Sugar., At 0542 event 9 completed. Set course 
0600 (Tl, conducting approach for rftnning measured mile. 

At 0826 catapulted plane for event ].;2, machine gun 
firing on towed sleeve and tracking exercise. 1013 Directed 
plane to proceed to base, due to reduced visibility. Set course 
1200 (Tl for entrance to Havannah Harbor, Efate Island, making 
various courses and speeds to conform with channel. At 1142 
moored to buoy #18, Havannah Harbor, Bfate Island of'the New 
Hebridesgroup,in 23 fathoms of water, with the starboard ,. 

( 6) 
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anohor ohain and one and one-eighth inoh wire preventer. Ships 
present: BatDivs 6, 8, and 9 less U.S.S. ALABAMA, U.S.S. BURNS, 
U.S.S. FULLAM, U.S.S. IZARD, U.S.S, CONNER, U.S.S. BRAINE, 
U.S.S. CHARRETTE, U.S.S. LANG, U.S.S. MEDUSA, U.S.S., KANKliKEE, 
U.S.S. ACREE, and S.S. JAMES LICK; and various base ora~t. 
ComBatPao in U.S.S. WASHINGTON SOPA. U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA has 
military- and rada:l1 guard. Commenoed routine upkeep, repair, 
and maintenanoe of material. Commenoed soheduled training 
of personnel in preparation for operations at sea. Commenoed 
reoreation sohedules. 

At 1455 Y.O. 8 o~e alongside to starboard and oommenoed 
reoeiving fuel. At 1635 oeased fueling, having fueled to 
oapaoity-. Reoeived 3,840 barrels of burnable fuel. 1645 
Y.O. #8 oleared starboard side. . 

16 January 1944 

Moored as before. 0630 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved 
the U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of Military and Radar guard. 0756 
Commenoed fueling from Y.O. #8 and oompleted at 0831, having 
reoeived 1,039 barrels of fuel oil. At 0933 U.S.S. SOUTH 
DAKOTA and U.S.S. INDIANA underway for exeroises at sea with 
U.S.S. BURNS, U.S.S. CHARRETTE, and U.S.S. CONNERS as esoorts. 
1510 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA;U.S.S. INDIANA, and destroyer escorts 
stood in and moored. 

17 January 1944 

Moored as before. 0635 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA, U.S.S. INDIANA, 
U.S.S. BURNS, U.S.S. CHARRETTE, and U.S.S. CONNER underway for 
exeroises at sea. 0800 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA relieved the U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS of Military and Radar guard. 1620 U.S.S. SOUTH 
DAKOTA and U.S.S. INDIANA with destroyer esoorts stood into 
harbor and moored. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 
Ravannah Harbor, 
Efate Island 

18 January 1944 

1200 Position 
170 18.5' S. 

1670 46.9' E. 

2000 Position 
16° 28.6' S •. 

1660 34.3' E. 

Moored as before. 0800 Underway- in compliance with 
ComSoPao despatch orders of January- 1944. proceeding to base 
at Funafuti Atoll, Ellice Island group, in oompany- with Task 

'* ( 7) 1 
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Group 37.1. Ships in company: BatDivs 6, S, and 9 less . 
U.S.S. ALABAMA; DesDiv 92 (IZARD, ORARRETTE, BURNS, OONNER), 
plus LANG and WILSON. 0935 Upon clearing swept c~anne1, north 
entrance, formed cruising disposition 5-Love-Sugar on fleet 
course and axis 3100 (T), guide in U.S.S. WASHINGTON bearing 
3300 (Tl, distance 2450 yards. Standard speed 16 k~ots, steam­
ing at 12 knots. Oommander Task Force 37, Rear Admiral W., A. 
LEE, Jr., in U.S.S. WASHINGTON,O.T.C. At 1259 changed zone 
time to zone -12 Mike. 1544 Ohanged speed to 14 knots and 
commenced zig-zagging using Plan 2-Zebra. 1759 Changed fleet 
course and aKis to 3000 (T). 2100 Ohanged fleet course and 
axis to 2700 (Tl. 2140 Surface contact by radar bearing 3560 

(Tl, 55,000 yards, reported to O.T.C. U.S.S. OONNER sent out 
to investigate contact by O.T.C. U.S.S. CONNER made contact 
and identified the contact to be friendly. 2235 Made radar 
contact on surface object identified to be friendly by O.T.C. 
on bearing 2470 {Tl. 2250 Changed course and axis to 310 0 tTl.· 

Lat. 
Long. 

OSOOPosition 

140 14.6' S. 
1650 13.S' E. 

19 January 1944 

1200 Position 

130 3$.1' s. 
1650 29.5' E. 

2000 Position 

120 47.9' s. 
1660 17.9' E. 

Underway as before, ship in Oondition of Readiness II 
and l~teria1 Readiness Yoke and darkened. 0200 Ohanged fleet 
course and axis to 3200 (Tl. 0230 Changed fleet course and 
axis to 0100 (Tl. 0242 Commenced zig- zagging. Observed moon­
rise. 1015 Exercised crew at General ~uarters stations and set 
Material Readiness Zebra. 1041 Secured from General ~uarters, 
set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar. Secured from Material 
Condition Zebra, set Material Condition Yoke. 1104,Changed 
course and axis to 1400 (Tl by William method. 1209 Changed 
course right to 2900 (Tl. U.S.S. WASHINGTON launched one 
aircraft for radar exercise. 1214 Changed course to 1400 (Tl. 
Changed speed to 17 knots. 1400 Ohanged course to 2250 (Tl. 
1413 Changed course to 3150 (Tl. U.S.S. WASHINGTON recovered 
one aircraft. 1434 Changed course to 0100 (Tl by the William 
method. 1457 Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 1519 All 
battleships moved out to circle three on present bearing from 
guide. 1525 Changed course to 0500 (T). 1459 Sighted Task 
Group 37.2 on the horizon, consisting of the U.S.S. BUNKER HILL, 
U.S.S. MONTEREY, U.S.S. BRADFORD, U.S.S. COWELL, U.S.S. BROWN, 
and U.S.S. BELL. Closed and formed cruising disposition 
5-Roger on course and axis 0100 (Tl at fleet speed lS knots. 
U.S~S. WASHINGTON fleet guide, bearing 0300 (T), distance 5600 
yards. 1723 Sighted Torres Island bearing 0700 (T), distance ,. 

(8 l 
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',~ 
35 miles. 1807 Made radar oontact on friendly surfaoe target . ~, 
bearing 2980 (T), 36,000 yards. Ceased zig-zagging and resumed """".' 
base course. 1814 Set course 0400 (T) and commenced zig-zagging, .\, 
using Plan ll-Zebra. 1922 Commenced making various courses 
and speeds for recovery of airoraft by carriers. :1930 Darkened 
ship. Set Condition of Readiness II. 1931 Carriers completed 
recovery of airoraft. Set oourse 0400 (T) and resumed zig-zag­
ging. 2000 Ceased zig-zagging and resumed base. course. Changed 
oourse right to 0500 tTl. 2003 Changed speed to 23 knots and 
resmued zig-zagging. 2100 Ceased zig-zagging, Increased 
speed to 25 knots. 2155 Radar contaot on Vanikoro Island, 
bearing 0150 (T), distanoe 55 miles. 

0800 PositiOn 

Lat. 100 02.7' S. 
Long. 1700 00.8' E. 

20 January 1944 (-12) 

1200 Position 

90 53.0' S. 
1710 16.4' E. 

2000 Position 

90 42.1' S. 
1750 41. 7' E. 

steaming as before in oompany with Task Foroe 37, enroute 
" Funafuti, Ellice Islands, via Point Nightstick, as ordered by 

despatch from ComSoPao to avoid friendly shipping. Rean Admiral 
W. A. LEE, Jr., in U.S.S. WASHINGTON, Task Foroe Commander and 
O.T.C. 0534 Went to General Quarters for dawn alert, set 
Material Condition Zebra. Carriers launohed anti-submarine 
patrol. Exeroised all battle stations while at General Quarters. 
0634 Sunrise. Secured from General. Quarters and set Condition 
of Readiness II-Sugar and Material Readiness Yoke. 0905 
Changed speed to 20 knots. 1017 Carriers launohed and recovered 
anti~submarine patrols. 1429 Carriers launched and recovered 
anti-submarine patrols. 1448 Commenoed exercise,maohine gun 
fire at towed sleeve and ceased at 1530. Expended: 

51 rounds 40 MM ammunition. 

1843 Carriers reoovered airoraft. 1855 Sunset. Darkened ship 
and set Condition Of .Readiness II. 2015 Set Material Condition 
Zebra modified. . 2100 Changed speed to 25 knots. 

9.800 Posi ti on 

Lat. 90 01.6' s. 
Long, 1780 45.1' E. .. 

20 January 1944 (,£12) 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

Anohored, Funafuti, 
Ellioe Islands • 

(9) 
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Steaming as before, enroute Funafuti, Ellice Islands 
group, in company with Task Force 37. 0000 Changed time 
from ZD -12 to ZD ,l12. 0503 Went to General Q.uarters for dawn 
alert. Set Material Condition Zebra. Carriers launched 
anti-submarine patrol. Exercised crew at general 4uarters 
stations. 0603 Sunrise. Secured from General Q.uarters and 
set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and Material Readiness 
Yoke. 0907 Carriers recovered aircraft. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 
launched one aircraft for anti-submarine patrol. 0940 Sighted 
Funafuti Atoll bearing 3200 (T), distance 20 miles. 1010 
Carriers and excorts detached for entry into port. Battle­
ships and screen formed cruising disposition 5-tove-Sugar, 
guide in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. At 1200 BatDivs 8 and 9 less 
U.S.S. ALABAMA detached for entry into port. Formed column, 
order of ships from van to rear, U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA, U.S.S. 
INDIANA, and U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. 1310 Launched one aircraft 
for search and aid in entry into port. 1455 Anchored in berth 
B-2 in Fongafale Anchorage, Funafuti Atoll, Ellice Islands 
group. Set Port War Watch in accordance with SOPA Instructions. 
Set Material Condition Yoke. Ship in readiness ror getting 
underway on twelve hours notice. Commenced routine upkeep, 
repair, and maintenance of equipment and training of personnel 
in readiness for operations at sea. 1530 U.S.S. WASHINGTON 
and U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA stood in and anchored in berths 
assigned. U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA radar guard ship. Ships present: 
various units of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Upon anchoring Task 
Force 37 dissolved and Task Group 58.5 formed, Rear Admiral 
W. A. LEE, Jr., U.S. Navy, commanding with the following 
organization: . 

Task Unit 58.5.1, Rear AdmiraLLEE, Jr. 

BatDiv 6 (WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA) 
BatDiv 8 (INDIANA, JW1SSACHUSETTS) 
BatDiv 9 (SOUTH DAKOTA, ALABAl\.!A) 
BatDlv 7 (IOl'lA, NEW JERSEY) 

Task Unit 58.5.5, Rear Admiral SHERMAN 

U.S.S. BUNKER HILL 
U.S.S. MONTEREY 

Task Unit 58.5.2, Rear Admiral SMALL 

U.S.S. CHESTER 
U.S.S. PENSACOLA . 
U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY 

(10) 
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Task Unit 58.5.4, Captain BOTTOM 

DesRon 46 (DesDiv 91: IZARD, CHARRETTE, CONNER, 
BELL, BURNS; DesDiv 92: BRADFORD, 
BROWN, and COVi'ELL). , 

DesDiv 15 (LONG, STERRETT, STACK, and LANG) 
DesDiv 95 less STEINKEL (ERBEN, WALKER, HALE, and ABBOTT) 
TISDALE (DE) 

Task Unit 58.5.6, Captain TONEY 

U.S.S. LACKAWANNA 

Immediate Superior in Command, Commander Task Foroe 58, Rear 
Admiral J. W. REEVES, Jr., U.S. Navy, in U.S.S. ENTERPRISE. 
All units Task Group 58.5 present less BatDiv 7 and U.S.S. 
ALABAMA, U.S.S. STERRETT, and U .S.S. STACK. 

21 January 1944 

Anohored as before. 0800 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved 
the U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA of ~lilitary and Radar guard. 0810 
Commenoed reoeipt and transfer of ammunition details. 0830 
U.s.s. STACK and U.S.S. STERRETT stood in andanohored. 0850 
U.S.S. ALAB1~!A stood in and anohored inberth assigned. 1503 
Commenoed fueling ship. 1710 Completed fueling ship, having 
reoeived 8,607 barrels of burnable fuel from the S.S. PENNSYLVANIA 
SUN. 2215 Completed taking ammunition from U.S.S. RAINIER, having 
reoeived the following: . 

1,000 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber AA Mk. 35 Mod. 7 with 
Mk. 32 fuse, lot "Unit". 

400 projectiles, 5"/38 ca.liber AA, Mk. 30 Mod. 1. 
277 projectiles, 5"/38 oaliber, AA, Mk. 28 base fuse. 
336 charges, 5"738 caliber, SPDN 4937. 

22 January 1944 

Anohored as before. 0050 Completed transfer of ammuni­
tion to U.S.S. RAINIER, having transferred: 

1,000 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber Mk. 30-5, with Mk. 32 fuse. 

0800 U.S.S. INDIANA ltelieved U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS of military 
and radar guard. 0930 Reoeived the following ammunition from 
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the U.S.S. RAINIER: 

38 projeotiles, 5"/38 oaliber Mk. 38 with base fuse. 

1000 U.S.S. IOWA stood in and anohored in berth assigned. 
U.S.S. MillV JERSEY stood in and anohored in berth assigned. 
U.S.S. LACKAWANNA stood in and anohored in berth assigned. 
units of Task Group now present. ' 1250 Completed reoeiving 
ammunition from U.S.S.RAINIER, having reoeived: 

1030 

All , 

92 projeotiles, 5"/38 oaliber A.h, AIJk. 35-5 with Mk. 32 fuse. 
9 projeotiles, 5"/38 oaliber SS, Mk. 30-7. 

9,376 oartridges, 40 MM servioe. 

1315 Plane #01480, pilot Lieut. (jg) D. W.CASSEL, A-V(N), 
U.S.N.R., damaged main float in taking off. Instruoted to 
land in water in lee of Taleuka Island. Despatohed orash boat, 
fully equipped to stand by landing. Plane was beaohed on 
landing Taleuka Island after normal landing, and seoured. 
All eleotronio equipment removed and plane turned over to 
Commander Naval Base, Funa;futi, for fur,ther salvage. 1850 
Reoeived on board Plane #01511 from U.S.S. IOWA as replaoe­
ment for damaged plane. 

0800 Posi ti on 

Lat. At anohor, 
Long. Funafuti. 

23 January 1944 

1200 Position 

80 46.5' S. 
1780 50.4' E. 

2000 Position 

80 26.1' s. 
1760 58.1' E. 

Anohored as before. 0754 Underway from anohorage at 
Funafuti Atoll, Ellioe Island Group, in company with Task Group 
58.5,oonforming to Commander Task Group 58.5, Operation Order 
1-44 dated 22 January 1944, in complianoe with Commander 
Central Paoifio Foroe Operation Plan CEN 1-44 and Commander 
Task Foroe 58 Operation Order 1-44. Ships in company as 
listed in Task Group organization entered in remarks for 
20 January 1944. Offioer in Taotioal Command ReawAdmiral 
LEE, Jr., U.S. Navy. in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. 0829 Cleared 
entranoe ohannel through reef, seoured from airdefense sta­
tions, and set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar. Ship in 
Material Readiness Zebra. 1015 Set Material Condition Yoke. 
Formed oruising dispositiou'3-Love, fleet guide in U.S.S. 
LACKAWANNA at fleet oenter, BatDiv EIGHT in station 4030 in 
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column, order of ships U.S.S. INDIANA, U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, 
at standard distance 1,500 yards. Unit guide U.S.S. INDIANA. 
Fleet course 2850 (T) and. fleet axis 3000 (T). set standard 
speed 15 knots, fleet steaming at 20 knots. 1212 Changed 
standard speed and fleet speed to 16 knots. Commenced zig­
zagging in accordance with Plan 14. 122$ Set Condition of 
Readiness #3, engineering readiness #33. and aircraft readi­
ness #8. 1525 Carriers lett st.ation to launch and recover 

. aircratt, using Baker method. 1537 Carrier flight operations 
completed and resumed stations in formation. 1$38 Sunset, 
darkened ship. Set Condition ot Readiness II •. Radars guard-, 
ing assigned sector in full sweegs. 1950 Ceased zig-zagging. 
2000 Changed fleet course to 300 (T) and resumed zig-zagging 
at 2010. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

60 51.5' S. 
1740 24.0' E. 

24 January 1944 

1200 Position 

60 22.9' S. 
1730 34.4' E. 

2000 Position 

50 25.7' S. 
1710 56.0' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to rendezvous with Commander 
Task Force 58. 0520 Went to General ~uarters tor dawn alert, 
set Material Condition ot Readiness Zebra. Exercised. crew at 
battle stations for training. 0620 Sunrise. Secured from 
General ~uarters and set Condition ot Readiness II-Sugar and 
Material Readiness Yoke. Assumed aircraft rescue duty. 0620 
U.S.S. CHESTER lett tormation as a result of an engineering 
casualty, escorted by U.S.S. ABBOT. ComCrubiv FIVE, Rear 
Admiral SMALL, shifted his flag to U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY. 
U.S.S. CHESTER proceeded to Funafuti tor repairs. Carriers 
maintained anti-submarine patrols from sunrise to sunset. 
Radar guard assignments: BatDiv 70000 to 2200 (T); BatDiv 9 
0000 to 1400 (T); BatDiv 8 1400 to 2200 (T). 1655 Surface 
radar contact bearing 1050 (T), 25,000 yards, identified as 
triendly. 1750 Ceased zig-zagging and reSumed base course. 
1850 Sunset. Set Condition ot Readiness II. Secured trom 
aircratt rescue duty. Placed planes in readiness #8. 1810 
Resumed zig-zagging in accordance with Plan #14. 1950 Ceased 
zig-zagging. 2000 Changed fleet course and axis to 3200 (T). 
2010 Resumed zig-zagging with Plan #14. 2350 Ceased zig-zagging 
and resumed base course. 
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Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

30 10.6' S. 
1710 54.2' E. 
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25 January 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

20 30.1' S. 
1710 52.2' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to rendezvous with Commander 
Task Force 58. 0000 Changed course right to 0250 (T) and 
resumed zig-zagging at 0010. 0510 U.S.S. INDIANA reported radar 
contact at 0200 ( T), distance 22 miles •. 0536 Went to General 
Q.uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Condition Zebra. Carriers 
launched anti-submarine search patrols. 0638 Secured from 
General Q,uarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and 
Material Readiness Yoke. At 0638 the Officer in Tactical 
Command directed units to proceed in accordance with previous 
instructions to effect rendezvous with Task Force 58. Task 
Group 58.5 dissolved to form Task Force 58, divided into four 
Carrier Task Groups 58.1, 58.2, 58.3 and 58.4. CruDiv 5 to 
form Task Unit 56.15 and operate under the tactical command 
of Commander Task Force 58 in the U.S.S. YORKTffit&. 

U.S.S. WASHINGTON formed column astern U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, 
ships in column from van to rear, U.S.S. INDIANA, U.S.S. MASSA­
CHUSETTS, and U.S.S. WASHINGTON. U.S.S. SALT LAKE CITY and 
U.S.S. PENSACOLA formed on port and starboard bow of U.S.S. 
INDIANA with four DD's ahead as anti-submarine screen. Making 
various courses and speeds to effect rendezvous with Commander 
Task Group 58.1. 0735 Radar contact, surface, bearing 0500 (Tl, 
distance 43,000 yards and identified as friendly. 082) Completed 
rendezvous with Task Group 58.1 and formed special fUeling 
disposition 5-Fox, carriers zig-zagging independently 2,000 
yards astern of fueling units, battleships zig-zagging independ­
ently 1,000 yards astern of fueling units. Carriers and destroyers 
fueling from the U.S.S. CIMARRON and U.S.S. ASTUBULA throughout the 
daylight hours. Carriers in the zig-zag line maintaining air 
anti-submarine patrols. 

Carriers launched towing planes with radar sleeve targets 
for target practice, ships in succession dropping astern of 
disposition for training runs. 1037 Made various courses and 
speeds to get into position astern of disposition for machine 
gun and AA battery training runs. 1243 Commenced firing with 
anti-aircraft batteries and completed firing at 1321, expending 
the following ammunition for training: 
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154 oartridges, 40 MM AA Mk. 1,. servioe. 
29 porjeotiles, 5rt /3$ oaliber AA Common, Mk. 31-10 
18 oharges, 5"/38 oaliber SPDN 2868. 

3 oharges, 5"/3$ oaliber SPDN ,)024 • 
. $ oharges, 5"/38 oaliber SPDN 4115. 

Upon oompletion of firing, resumed station in battleship zig­
zag line in disposition 5-Fox. 

1911 Formed Task Group 5$.1 in oruising disposition 5-
Roger on base oourse and axis 0000 (T) at standard speed 16 
knots and steaming at standard speed. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 
station unit in station 3180. U.s.S. CIMARRON and U.S.S. 
ASTUBULA direoted to prooeed as previously instruoted as all 
ships of Task Group oompleted fueling. 

Task Group orgainzation as follows: 

Carrier Unit (Task Unit· 5$.1.5) , Rear Admiral J. W. REEVES, Jr. 
U.S.S. ENTERPRISE (F), Air Group Ten 
U.S.S. YORKTOWN (FF), Air Group Five 
U.S.S. BELLEAU WOOD, Air Group Twenty-Four. 

Support Unit (Task Unit 5$.1.3), Rear Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr. 
U.S.S. WASHINGTON (F) 
U.S.S. INDIANA 
U.S.s. MASSACHUSETTS 

Soreening Unit (Task Unit 58.1.4), Captain K. W. PHILLIPS. 
U.S.S. OilKLAND 
U.S.S. C. K. BRONSON 
U.S.S. COTTEN 
U.S.S. DORTCH 
U.S.S. GATLING 
U.S.S. HEALEY 
U.S.S. COGSWELL 
U.S.S. CAPERTON 
U.S.S. INGERSOL 
U.S.S. KNAPP 

Offioer in Taotioal Command is Rear AdmiralJ. W. REEVES, Jr., 
U.S. Navy, inU.S.S. ENTERPRISE and Rear Admiral M. A. 
MITSCHER, U.S. Navy, in U.S.S. YORKTOWN Immediate Superior in 
Command. 
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2000 Changed course to 0900 (Tl. 2014 COlllDlenced zig­
zagging in accordance with Plan #6. 2101 Ceased zig-zag. 
2119 Changed course to 1800 (T). 2132 Resumed zig-zag using 
Plan #6. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

30 50.3' S. 
1720 06.8' E. 

26 January 1944 

1200 Position 

30 18.6' s. 
1710 52.7' E. 

2000 Position 

20 38.1' S. 
1720 07.3'E. 

steaming as before in company with ~ask Group 58.1 enroute 
to area of operations for FLINGLOCK. 0535 Went to General 
Q,uarters for dawn alert. Set Material. Readiness Zebra. Carriers 
launched planes and maintained an anti~submarine patrol through­
out the day. 0617 One aircraft placed in readiness 11, for 
aircraft rescue duty. 0637 Secured from General Quarters, . 
and set Condition of Readiness II-Suga.r and set Material Readi­
ness Yoke. 0705 Made radar contact with Task Group 50.1.5, 
distance 20 miles. 0829 Ceased zig-zag and resumed base course. 
0832 Changed course to 2700 (T). 0852 Changed course to 
0000 (T). 0927 COlllDlenced zig-zag using Plan #7. 0956 Com­
mencedmaking various courses and speeds to conduct machine 
gun practice at towed sleeve. 1028 COlllDlenced machine gun 
practice. 1105 Completed machine gun practice, expending the 
following ammunition for training~ 

1033 cartridges, 40 MM, r~. 1, service~ 
1832 cartridges, 20 MM. 
1220 cartridges, 20 MM A.E. 612 H.E.T. 

1414 Ceased zig-zag. 1452 U.S.S. KNAPP reported sound contact 
to port of disposition. Set lj:mergency Material .Condition Zebra. 
O.T.C. maneuvered formation clear of area. by emergency turns. 
U.S.S. GATLING lett formation to assist in. attack on submarine. 
U.S.S. KNAPP reported contact to be 50% possibility. 1501 
Set course 0900 (T). 1516 COlllDlenced zig-zag \lsing Plan #7. 
1529 U.S.S. COGSWELL came alongside starboard quarter and 
transferred officer messenger mail. 1540 Set Material Readiness 
Yoke. 1630 Ceased .zig",zag and resumed base course. 1639 U.S.S. 
KNAPP and U.S.S. GATLING rejoined disposition. 1708 Changed course 
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to 2060 (T). 1734 Comme~oed zig-zag using Plan #4. 1843 
Ceased zig-zag. 1845 Changed fleet oourse and axis to 3440 (T). 
1$52 Sunset. Set Condition of Readiness II. Seoured from Plane 
Rescue Duty. 1$54 Commenced zig-zagging using Plan #7. 

0800 Position 

00 05.9' N. 
1710 11.4' E. 

27 January 1944 

12M Position 

00 47 .• 0' N. 
1700 03.7' E. 

2000 Position 

20 03.4' N. 
1690 01.3' E. 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1 enroute 
to area of opecations for FLINTLOCK. ' 0234 U.S.S. BRONSON 
reported sound contact bearing 0350 (T), distance 1,'500 yards. 
U.S.S. GATLING left station in screen to assist. 0237 Emer­
gency ships left to course 2740 (T). Increased speed to 21 
knots. 0248 U.S.S. BRONSON reported contact fUse, too fast 
for submerged submarine. 0252 Changed course to 0040 (T). 
0304 U.S.S. BRONSON and U.S.S. GATLING ordered to resume 
stations in disposition. 0308 Changed course to 3440 (T). 
0313 Commenced zig-zag using Plan #7. 0544 Went to General 
Q.uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness 'Zebra. 
Carriers launched an anti-submarine patrol and maintained them 
throughout the daylight hours. 0653 Sunrise. Secured from 
General Q.uarters and set Condition of. Readiness II-Sugar and 
set Material Readiness Yoke. 0749 Ceased zigzag. 0800 Changed 
fleet course and axis to 3100 (T). From 1300 to 1512 carrier­
based planes made simulated torpedo attacks on disposition. 
1357 Formed cruising disposition 5-Victor, U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 
in station 3.5170. Made various courses and speeds in conformance 
with signals from O.T.C. to. avoid three simulated torpedo 
attacks. Upon completion ofexel'cise set course 3300 (T), 
spee4 16 knots. 1645 Changed course to 3070 (T). 1653 Com­
menced zig-zagging using Plan #7. 1$57 Sunset. Darkened ship. 
Set Condition of Readiness II. 1920 Commenced test of smoke 
generators. 1930 Completed test of smoke generators, test 
satisfactory. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

30 51.iP N. 
1660 51.2' .E. 

28 January 1944 

1200 Position 

40 08.8' N. 
.1670 23.7' E. 

(17) 

'2000 Position 

60 02.8' N. 
1670 58.5' E. 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BB59/A12-1/A16-3/ U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/aho 

CONFIDENTIAL WAR DIARY 

Steaming as betore in oompany with Task Group 58.1 
enroute to "Point Buiok" and theatre of operations for FLINT­
LOCK. 0508 Radar oontaot on bogey bearing 1200 (T), distanoe 
8 miles. 0515 Radar oontaot on bogey bearing 3430 (T), dis­
tanoe 9 miles. 0534 Went to Air Defense stations. All bogies 
went into fade. 0619 Changed oourse to 0250 (T) and U.s.S. 
ENTERPRISE launohed night fighters. 0708 Sunrise. All radar 
screens clear. Seoured from,air defense stations and set 
Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke. 
Set fueling oourse 0450 (T) at fueling speed 10 knots, fueling 
destroyers in disposition 5-Roger. 0723 U.S.S. KNAPP oame 
alongside port side to tuel. 0736 U.S.s. HEALEY came alongside 
starboard side to fuel. 0740 Commenced pumping to U.S.S. KNAPP 
using two hoses. 0745 Commenoed pumping to U.S.S. HEALEY 
using two hoses. 0830 Stopped pumping on forward hose to 
U.S.S. KNAPP. 0850 Stopped pumping on after hose to U.S.S. 
HEALEY. 0854 Ceased pumping on after hose to U.S .S. KNAPP. 
0859 U.s.s. KNAPP cleared port side, having reoeived 44,169 
gallons 01' burnable fuel at 600 F. 0859 Submarine reported 
by aircraft to have been sighted 2 miles ahead of disposition. 
0903 Ceased pumping on forward hose to U.S.S. HEALEY. 0905 
Executed emergency ships right 900 • Commenced swinging slowly 
right with U.S.S. ~lLEY alongside~ 0907 U.s.S. HEALEY oleared 
starboard side, having reoeived 49,311 gallons of burnable 
fuel at 600 F. Inoreased rudder and steady on course 1350 (T). 
0928 Changed speed to 23 knots to clear area of submarine 
sighting. U.S.S. ENTERPRISE deSignated guide. Planes in the 
air would not acknowledge reporting contact or amplify the 
report.. 0933 Changed speed to 18 knots. 0938 Ships left 
to course 0500 (T). 0945 U.S.S. COGSWELL ordered to rejoin 
disposition after two hour searoh for submarine. 1013 Changed 
speed to 10 knots to resume fueling of destroyers. 1021 
U.S.S. COGSWELL ordered to rejoin. No contacts made. 1027 
U .S.S. HALE oame alongside to port to fuel. 1043Cbmmenced 
pumping fuel to U.S.S. HALE. 1127 Completed pumping fuel to 
U.S.S. HALE, having delivered 50,350 gallons of burnable fuel 
at 600 F. 1123 U.S.S. HALE cleared port side. 1155 U.S.S. 
ERBENcame alongside to port to fuel. 1243 Completed fueling 
U.S.S. ERBEN, having delivered 40,000 gallons 01' burnable 
tuel at 60 0 F~ 1254 U.S.S. ERBEN cleared port side. Fueling 
01' all destroyers completed by the battleships. 1314 Changed 
fleet course and axis to 0000 (T). Changed speed to 20 knots. 
1329 Commenced zig,..zagging, using Plan #6. 1746 U .S.S. ABBOTT 
reported sound contact on port quarter of disposition. ~elivered 
depth charge attack to keep submarine dOWll until disposition 
cleared the area. 1840 Changed tleet course and axis to 0500 (T). 
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Proceeding from Point Buick to Point Pontiac. 1851 Changed 
fleet course and axis to 0600 (T). Set standard speed at 20 
knots, steaming at 20 knots. 1859 Sunset. Darkened ship. 
Went to air defense stations for· dusk stand-to. set Material 
Readiness Zebra. 1949 Secured from air defense stations 
and set Condition of Rea.diness II. set Material Readiness 
Yoke. 2050 U.S.S. GATLING reported sound contact bearing 
3500 (T), 1200 yards. 2053 Emergency ships left to 0200 (T). 
Increased speed to 25 knots. SeD emergency Zebra below second 
deck. 2110 Sound contact doubtful. U.S.S; GATLING ordered to 
rejoin disposition. 2115 Ships right to 0600 (T). Changed 
speed to 20 knots. 2120 Set Material Readiness Yoke. 2134 . 
Commenced zig-zag using Plan #7. 2150 U.S.S. INDIANA reported 
bogey bearing 2980 (T), distance 50 miles, identified by O.T.C. 
as friendly search patrol plane. 2256 U.S.S. YORKTOWN reported 
bogey bearing 1000 (T), distance 85 miles, identified as friendly 
search plane by O.T.C. 2345 U.S.S. GATLING on station in 
screen. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 70 52.0' N. 
Long. 1700 28.5' E. 

. 29 January 1944 

1200 Position 

80 20.1' N. 
1700 37.2' E. 

2000 Position 

70 52.9' N. 
1700 15.0' E. 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1 
enroute to vicinity Point Pontiac to make dawn air strike 
on Taroa Island Air Base in Marshall Island group in accord­
ance with ComGnPac Operation Plan Cen. 1-44. 0500 Went to 
General ~uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness 
Zebra. Carriers launched aircraft for dawn strike, combat 
air patrol, and air anti-submarine patrol. 0658 Secured from 
General Q,uarters, and set .Condi tion of Readiness I-Easy. Made 
various courses and speeds throughout the day to conform to 
the movements of the carriers in launohing and recovering five 
strikes against Taroa Air Base, launohing and recovery of Combat 
Air Patrols and anti-submarine patrols. Mission of this ship 
as a support unit was the protection of the oarriers·against 
air and sUrface raiders. 10)1 Secured from Condition of Readi­
ness I-Easy and set Condition of Readiness II-Able. Set Material 
Readiness Zebra below the second deck. Commander Task Unit 
50.15 directed to proceed on duty assigned, bombardment of 
Taroa.and Wotje air bases following air strikes. 1350 Tested 
Diachine guns in aircraft, expending 250 rounds of .30 caliber 
ammUnition. 1751 U;S.S. BELLEAU WOOD reported bombers bearing 
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330 0 (T). This flight of planes was tracked by Combat and repor~ea\ 
friendly, and identified by airdefense visually as Mi:tchell '.'i\." 
bombers (B-25' s). 1751 Sounded air defense stations. Completed ",-",~. 
setting Material Readiness Zebra. About 1756 destroyers opened 
fire on friendly Mitchell bombers and about 3 to 4 ~ellcat 
fighters made several passes at the formation. Officer in 
Tactical Command ordered "Cease firing -- friendly planes" 
but before complied with, one plane was hit and observed to 
crash at 1756. U.s.S. GATLING was ordered to pick up any 
survivors. 1757 Secured from air defense and set Condition 
of Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke. 1818 
U.S.S. GATLING recovered five survivors from the crashed 
Mitchell bomber, one man reported lost. At 1826 the carriers 
commenced recovery of all aircraft. 1845 Sunset. Darkened 
ship. Went to air defense stations tor dusk alert. Set 
Material Condition Zebra. 1906 Completed recovery of aircraft. 
Set course 2300 tTl for area ot operations for D -1 day opera-
tions for FLINTLOCK Operations. 1946 Secured from air defense 
stations and set Condition of Readiness II. Set Material 
Readiness Yoke. 2951 Changed course to 255 0 (T). 

osoo Position 

Lat. So 00.3' N. 
Long. 1670 37.4' E. 

30 January 1944 

1200 Position 

So 48.1' N. 
1670 59.2' E. 

2000 Position 

So 28.5'N. 
l6So 23.9' E.· 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 5S.l 
enroute to area to make dawn air strike on Kwajalein Island 
of the Kwajalein Atoll followed by surface bombardment by 
the bombardment group in accordance with ComTaskFor 52 secret 
serial 00270t 4 January 1944. 0608 Went to General ~uarters 
tor dawn alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. Carriers launched 
air strike, combat patrol, .and anti-submarine patrol aircraft. 
0708 Secured from General ~uarters and set Condition of Readi­
ness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke. 0750 Officer in 
Tadtical Command directed Bombardment group to proceed on duty 
assigned. Bombardment Unit 5S.1.3 plus U.S.S. INGERSOLL, 
U.S.S. CAPERTON, U.S.S. COGSWELL., and U.S.S. KNAPP as anti­
submarine screen left formation· and formed column with 
destroyers in special anti-submarine screen #1 and set course for 
initial po:ltlt for bombardment in accordance with Commander 
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Task Unit 58.1.3 Bombardment Plan secret serial 004 of January 
22, 1944, and Commanding Officer's Bombardment Plan no. 1-44 
of 28 January 1944. Bombardment conducted in two phases. Baker 
hour for Phase I -- 1015; X-ray hour for Phase II -- 1200. Air 
strike delivered by carrier based aircraft between Phases I and 
II. 1015 COllllllenced bombardment of Kwajalein Island 'and completed 
bombardment at 1457. For detailed report see Oommanding Officer's 
secret action report, BB59/Al6-3/A9, serial 004, of 10 February 
1944. The fOllowing ammunition Was expended against Kwajalein 
Island and other assigned target;careas: 

362 projectiles, 16"/45 .caliber H.C •• Mk. i3-1. 
362 charges, 16"/45 caliber: 

6 SPD 3633 (2300 fs) 
142 sPD 3942 (1900 fs) 
132 SPDW 4815 (1900 fs) 

82 SPD 5402 (1900 fs) 
1,902 projectiles, 5"/38 caliber AA Common Mk. 28 w.ith B.D.F. 
1,904 charges, 5"/38 caliber: 

1,002 SPDN 2868 
459 SPDN 3024 
246 SPDN 4115 
197 SPDN 4937 

32 cartridges, 40 !111M AA Mk. 1 Service 
4 bombs, 325 lbs., Mk. 117-2. 

1717 llendezvoused with Commander Task Group 58.1 and formed 
cruising disposition 5-Roger on fleet course and axis 0600 (T), 
U.S.S. ENTERPRISE guide at center. U.S.S. MASSAOHUSETTS in 
station 3180 at standard speed 19 knots, steaming at standard 
speed. Task Group remaining in area to deliver air strike at 
dawn on Kwajalein and to provide air support to assault forces 
on D-day. 1850 Went to air defense stations for dusk alert. 
Set Material Readiness Zebra. 1953 Secured from air defense 
stations and set Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material 
Readiness Yoke. 2230 Set Oondition of Readiness II. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

80 30.8' N. 
1660 50.5' E. 

31 January 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

.70 45.9' N. 
1670 19.8' E. 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1, re­
maining in area southwest of Kwaja1ein Island during the 
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night; Carriers to deliver an air bombardment at dawn in support~' ';":'\' 
of assault forces landing at dawn on adjacent islands to west-
ward of Kwajalein Island in the Kwajalein Atoll. C&rriers to 
supply air support to landing. This ship part of support unit 
for carriers. 0546 Carriers launched aircraft for dawn strike, 
combat air patrol, and anti~submarine patrol air patrols. 0612 

,Went to General ~uarters fo~ dewn stand alert. Set Material 
Readiness Zebra. 0712 Sunrise. Secured from General ~uarters 
and set Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness 
Yoke. During the daylight hours conformed to movements ordered 
by Officer in Tactical Command to carry out extensive launching 
and recovery of aircraft in support of landing operations. 
1855 Sunset. Went to air defense stations for dusk alert. 
Darkened ship. Set Material Condi.tion Zebra. 1951 Secured 
from air defense stations and set Material Condition Yoke. 
Made preparations for night fueling of destroyers on course 
0900 (Tl at fueling speed of 9 knots. 2137 U.S.S. GATLING 
came alongside to starboard for fueling operations. 2208 
COllllllenced pumping fuel to the U.S.S. GATLING. 2329 Completed 
fueling the. U.S.S. GATLING. 2337 U.S.S. GATLING cleared. star-
board side, having received 86,487 gallons of burnable fuel 
oil at 600 F. Prepared to receive second destroyer alongside 
for fueling. 

Approved: 

Submitted: 

~ ~ 
Captain, U.S. Navy, 
C ollllllan ding. 

~ 
Commander, U.S • . Navy, 
Navigator. 
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File No, 
BB59/A12-1/ A16-3/ 

080e Position 

Lat. 80 11.7' N. 
Long. 1660 59.2'E. 

V{AR. DIARY 

1 February 1944 

1200 Position 

SO 22.0' N. 
1660 43.3' E. 

2000 Position 

80 34.1' :\'1. 
1670 03.S' E. 

60/ahc 

Steaming in company wii<h Task Group 58.1, organized'as 
follows: 

Carrier Task Group One 

Carrier Unit (Task Unit 5$.1.5), Rear Admiral J. W. REEVES, Jr., 
. U.S. Navy. 

U.S.S. ENTERPRISE (F), Air Group Ten 
U.S.S. YORKTOWN (FF), Air Group Five 
U.S.S. BELLEAU WOOD, Air Group Twenty-four. 

SupportUni t (TaskUni t 58.1.3), Rear Admiral Vi. A. LEE , Jr., 
U.S. Navy. 

U.S.S. WASHINGTON (F) 
u. S • S • IJ);'1)IANll. 
U .S.S. IVlASSACHUSETTS 

Screening Unit (58.1.4), Captain K. 
U.S.S. OAKLAND 
U.I'\.S. C. K. BRONSON 
U.S.S. COTTEN 
U.S.S. DORTCH 
U.S.S. GATLING 
U.S.S. HEALEY 
U.S.S. COGSWELL 
U.S.S. CAPERTON 
U.S.S. INGERSOLL 
U .S.S. KNAPP 

W. PHILLIPS, U.S. Navy. 

.. 
Officer in Tactical Command: Rear Admiral J. W. REEVES, Jr., 
U.S. Navy, in U.S.S.ENT]~PRISE, and Rear Admiral M. A. 
MITSCHER, U.S. Navy, in. U.S.S. YORKTOi'.'N. immediate superior 
in command and Commander Task Force 5$. This task group 
operating in accordance with Commander Task Group 58.1 Operation 
Order 1,,44 and Commander Task .Force 58 Operation Order 1-44. 
in support of Commander Central Pacific Force Operation Plan 
CEN 1-44, known as FLINTLOCK. 

6722} fiLlED. ( 231 

'" . 

! • 

J 
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Task Group 58.1 steaming in the area southwest of 
Kwajalein Isl,and, Kwajalein Atoll, of the liIlarshall Island group. 
in support of assault foroes who have landed on islands to 
westward of Kwajalein Island in preparation for landihg on 
Kwajalein Island this day, to sieze and oocupy the air field 
there and establish a forward base for further opera~ions against 
the Empire of Japan. 

This group has been fueling destroyers during the moonlight, 
since seouring from the dusk alert period, on fueling course 0900 

(T) at fueling speed of 9 knots. 

The task group is formed in oruising disposition 5-Roger 
with the axis 060 0 (Tl, the gui,dein U.S.S. WASHINGTON in station 
3060. U.S.S. YilillSACHUSETTS in station 3180. Ship is in Condition 
of Readiness II and Material Condition Yoke. Radar Silence III 
in effect. 

0005 U.S.S. KNAPP coming alongside to starboard for fueling 
operations. 0050 Commenced pumping fuel to U.S.S. KNAPP through 
the forward hose. 0056 Commenced pumping in the after hose. 
0214 Completed fueling U.S.S. KNAPP. Cleared all fuel hoses 
and lines. U.S.S.KNAPP oleared side, having reoeived 78,532 
gallons of fuel at 600 F. All fueling operations completed. 
Guide shifted to U.S.S. ENTERPRISE at fleet center. Changed 
speed to standard speed, 19 knots. 

041$ U.S.S.INDIANA commenced leaving formation to carry 
oU,t fue~ing ~perations,' not completed dU:,ing mO,Onlig~t, aoc?mpanied I 

\ 

by U.S.~. HEALEY, U.S.S. COTTEN, and U.~.S. CAPERTON, needlng fuel. 
0429 Observed a light bearing 1000 (T) which was in thevioinity 
of the C,Ollision b,etween th,e U.S, .S. IND, lANA and U.S.S. WASHINGTON. 
0432 U.S .S. WASHINGTON reported she was in difficulty. 0435 , 
U.S.S. WASHINGTON reported man overboard, i~crease to two at 

,0515. 0455 U.S.S. INDIANA Nported damage to starboard quarter 
but seaworthy. Damage extensive. U.S.S. WASHINGTON and U.S.S. 
INDIANA left formation proceeding with escorts for Makin. 0612 
Went to General Q,uarters for dawn alert. set Material Condition 
Zebra. Carriers commenoed air operations in support of landing 
by assault forces on Kwajalein Island. Carriers maintained combat 
air and anti-submarine patrol throughout the day. On2 Sunrise. 
Secured from General Quarters and set Condition of Readiness lI­
Able and Material Readiness Yoke. 1248 U.S.S. 1illSSACHUSETTS 
assigned station 3000 in cruising disposi tion 5-Roger. , 1610 
.observed own airoraft strafflng and bombing at 0590 (T), hull 
down over the horizon. 1739 Changed station in formation to 
31$0, 1$52 Went to air defense stations for dusk alert. set 
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Material Condition Zebra. Darkened ship. 1957 Secured. from 
air defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II and 
Material Condition Yoke. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 80 42.7' N. 
Long. 1660 25.0' E. 

2 l!'ebruary 1944 

1200 Position 

80 34.}' N. 
1660 59.0' E. 

2000 Position 

80 47.9' N. 
1660 47.5' E. 

,Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1 less 
U.S.S. INDIANA, U.S.S. WASHINGTON, U.S.S. COTTEN, U.S.S. CAPERTON, 
and U.S.S. HEALEY in support of southern assault forces landing 
on Kwajalein Island. Operating in area to southwest of the 
island. 0317 Emergency ship's left 90 degrees to avoid sub­
marine contact reported by U.S.S. BRONSON and attack with depth 
charges by that destroyer. 0322 Ships right 90 degrees. 0322 
U.S.S. BRONSON ordered to rejoin disposition. 0614 Went to 
General ~uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. 
Carriers launched aircraft for support operations, combat air 
patrol, and anti-sbbmarine patrol, and maintained them through­
out the daSlight hours. 0714 Sunrise. Secured from Gene.ra1 
Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able. Set Material 
Readiness Yoke. 1007 Life raft sighted bearing 310 0 (T), dis­
tance 10 miles. U.S.S. KNAPP ordered to investigate and picked 
up three Japanese and made them prisoners of war. 1036 Made 
sufface contact by radar bearing 3440 (T), distance 40,000 
yards, believed to be U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA and escorts ordered 
to join Task Group 58.1 from Task Group 58.2. Identified as 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA, U.S.S. STACK, and U;S.S. STERRETT at 
1105. 1250 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA and escorts joined formation and 
cruising disposition 5-Roger modified in that stations assigned 
battleships changed to following: U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 3060 
and U,S.S. NORTH CAROLINA 3300. Captain T.D. RUDDOCK, U.S. 
Navs, in U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS assumed command· of Task Unit 
58.1.3. 1858 Went to air defense stations for dusk alert. Set 
Material Condition Zebra. Darkened ship. 2004 Secured from 
air defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II. Set 
Material Readiness Yoke. 

0800 POsition 

Lat. 80 27.2' N. 
Long~ 1660 55.3' E. 

,f 

3 February 1944 

1200 Position 

80 39.4' N. 
1660 58.9' E .• 
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2000 Position 

80 27.4' N. 
1680 06.7' E. 
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Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.1 (revised)" 
in support of southern assault forces landing and occupying 
Kwajalein Atoll, operating to the southwest of that atoll. 0612 
Went to General ~uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness 
Zebra. Carriers commenced launching aircraft for support of 
landing forces, combat air patrol, and anti-submarine patrol and 
maintained them throughout the daylight hours. 0712 Sunrise. 
SecUred, from General Q,uarters and set Condition of Readiness 11-
Able and Material Readiness Yoke. 1531 U.S.S. INGERSOLL reported 
sound contact on submarine and delivered depth charge. attack at 
1558 after trainilg submarine through disposition, passing under 
the U.S.S. ENTERPRISE. Set Material Condition Zebra below second 
deck during anti-submarine operations by U.S.S. INGERSOLL, and set 
Yoke at 1630. 1501 U.S.S. OAKLAND reported submarine contact bear-

-;:-c" ',c", <;.:~,> 

ing 1900 (T), distance 1,000 yards. 1804 Emergency ships left 90 
degrees to clear area and changed speed to 22 knots. Set Material 
Condition Zebra below the second deck. 1806 Changed speed to 24 
knots. 1817 Ships right to 1300 (T) and changed speed to standard 
speed, 19 knots, being clear of submarine contact area. 1859 Went to 
Air Defense stations for dusk alert. Set Material Condition Zebra. 
1956 Secured from Air Defens.e stations and set Condition of Readiness 
II and Material Readiness Yoke. Commander .Assault Forces released 
Commander Task Group 58.1 as air support no longer required. Com­
menced retirement to Majuro Island, Marshall Island group, in accord­
ande with despatch orders received from Commander Central Pacific Force. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

70 14.4' N. 
1700 56.6' E. 

4 Febrllary 1944 

1200 Posi ti on 2000 Position 

At anchor. 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 5$.1, enroute 
to Majuro Island, Marshall Islands. 0555 Went to General Q;ta rters 
·for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. Carriers launched 
combat air and anti-submarine patrols and maintairied the pa:brols 
until relieved by battleship aircraft. 0653 Secured from General 
Q,uarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Sugar and Material 
Readiness Yoke. Sighted Majuro Island dead ahead, distance twelve 
miles. Sighted Task Group 58.2 and 58.3 and two groups of tankers 
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entering Majuro Island Lagoon. 1225 Catapulted both planes to 
relieve carrier planes of anti-submarine patrol. Officer in 
Tactical Command directed all units to enter port as previously 
directed. Order of entry: cruiser, carriers, battleships, and 
destroyers. 152) Went to Air Defense stations for entry into 
port. 1542 Passed entrance buoys abeam, to port and starboard. 
1702 Anchored in Berth A-24, Majuro Atoll, Marsha~l Islands. 
set the Port War Watch and ship placed in readiness for getting 
underway on 6 hours notice. 1812 U.S.S. NEOSHO came alongside 
to starboard and. commenced fueling operations. 2145 Completed 
receiving fuel, having received 970,246 gallons of burnable fuel 
at 600 F. 2055 Set Condition of Readiness II-Able. 

5 February 1944 

Anchored as before. 0)05 Unidentified aircraft reportee 
bearing 2800 (T), distance 28 miles and identified as friendly 
at 0))5. 1426 Exchanged ail-craft with U.S.S. WASHINGTON, trans­
ferring aircraft 032U-l, Bu. no. 01481 and receiving OS2U-), Bu. 
no. 5286. 1512 Commander Battleship Division EIGHT, Rear Admiral 
Glenn B. DAVIS, U.S. Navy, came on board with his staff and 
hoisted his flag in the U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. Ship conducting 
routine upkeep and repair and maintenance of machinery and 
equipment and training of personnel insofar as security measures 
permit. 

6 February 1944 

Anchored as before. U.S.S. YORKTffiVN has the Radar Guard. 
ComBatPac in U.S.S. WASHINGTON SOPA. 1215 SOP~ in U.S.S. WASHINGTON 
ordered "Condition Red". Went to Air Defense stations. Commenced 
all preparations for getting underway. Set Material Readiness 
Zebra. 1315 SOPA ordered "Condition Green". Aircraft reported 
as enemy identified as friendly. Set Condition of Readiness lI­
Able and ship placed in readiness to get underway on one hours 
notice. Secured from Material Readiness Zebra and set Material 
Readiness Yoke. 1407 Received ammunition lighter alongside 
starboard quarter and commenced transfer of ammunition. ComBatPac 
(SOPA) shifted his flag from the U.S.S. WASHINGTON to U.S.S. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 2145 Reported 'unidentified aircraft bearing 
1840 (T), distance 20 miles. 2150 .Unidentified aircraft faded 
from screen; 220) Completed transfer and receipt of ammunition. 

, Received the following: 

1,211 projectiles, 5"/)8 caliber AA Common, lIIIk. )2 fuze, 
lot ·'Victor". 
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Transferred: 

1,211 projectiles, 5"/3$ caliber AA Common, 
, lot "Q,ueen". 
724 tanks, 16"/35 caliber Mk. 3. 

1,933 tanks, 5"/3$ caliber Mk. 6-19, Mk. 9. 
75 tanks 40 MI~. with cartridge cases. 

6 boxes 20 MM empty cartridges. 

7 February 1944 

60/ahc 

Mk. 32 fuzes, 

Anchored as before. U.S.S. YORKTO~N has the radar guard. 
ComBatPac in U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA SOPA. 1245 U.S.S. CIlvlARROl'J 
came alongside to starboard and commenced receiving fuel at 1310. 
At 14~$ completed fueling, having received 1$0,$06 gallons of fuel 
at 60 F. 1512 U.S.S. CIMARRON cleared starboard side. 1545 
u .. S.S. RAINIER came alongside to .starboard and commenced transfer 
of ammunition. 1727 Completed transfer of ammunition, having 
received the following: 

31 projectiles, 16"/45 caliber H.C., Mk. 13 Mod. 1. 
9 charges, 16"/45 caliber (1900 fa), SPD 3942. 
6 charges, 16"/45 caliber (2300 fs), SPD 3633. 

18,000 cartridges, 20 MM, incendiary. 

1738 U.S.S. RAINIER cleared starboard side. 

8 February 1944 

Anchored as before. SOPA administration duties and Command, 
Rear Admiral JONES, U.S. Navy, in U.S.S. WASHINGTON. ComBatPac 
in U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA SOPA. U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA-has the radar 
guard. 1200 U.S.S. IOWA relieved U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA as radar 
guardship. 

9 February 1944 . 

Anchored as before. 1200 U.S.S. 1~SACHUSETTS relieved 
U.S.S. IOWA as the radar guardship. 2102 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA 
reported two Uhidentified aircraft bearing 0300 (T), distanc'e 
50 miles., and 1200 (T), distance 52 miles, respectively. 2114 
U.S.S. iVlASSACHUSETTS reported unidentified aircraft bearing 0740 

(T), distance 40 miles. 2120 All unidentified aircraft identified 
as friendly. 2230 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS reported unidentified 
aircraft bearing 0210 (T), distance 69 miles. 2235 U.S.S. NORTH 
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CAROLINA reported unidentified aircraft bearing 0620 (T), distance 
39 miles. 2252 All aircraft identified as friendly. 

10 February 1944 

Anchored as before. SOPA Administrative ComTaskForce 57, 
subCommand, in U.S.S. WASHlNGTON. ComCenPac in U.S.S. INDIANAPOLIS 
SOPA. 1220 U.S.S. ALABiJ~ relieved U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS as radar 
guardship. 1930 U.s.s. INDIANAPOLIS underway and stood out to sea. 
ComBatPac in U.S.S. IlJORTH CAROLINA now SOPA. 2131 "Condition Red" 
set by SOPA. Went to Air Defense stations. 2134 Set "Condition 
Green" received from SOPA. Secured from Air Defense stations and 
set Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke. 

11 February 1944 

Anchored as before. 0730 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS relieved the 
U.S.S. ALABAMA as radar guardship. 0855 U.S.S. ALABM~ relieved 
the U .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS as radar guardship. ,2107 Unidentified 
aircraft reported bearing 2170 (T), distance 81 miles and reported 
friendly at 2112. 

0800 Position 

Lat. At anchor. 
Long. 

12 February 1944 

1200 Position 

At anchor. 

2000 Position 

70 44.4' N. 
1700 35.2' E. 

Anchored as before. 1606 Underway from Majuro Harbor, 
Marshall Island Group, in company with Trukstriking Force, con­
sisting of Task Force 50 and Task Force 58, in accordance with 
Commander Central Pacific Force Operation Plan no. 4-44 of 
9 February 1944, Serial 0070. Vice AdmiralR. A. SPRUANCE, 
U.S. Navy, is in command of the Truk Striking Force (Task Force 
50) in the U.S.S. NE'N JERSEY. Task Force 58 consists of three 
carrier Task Groups under the command of Real' Admiral M. A. 
MITSCHER, U.S. Navy. The U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS is assigned to 
Task Group 58';, commanded by Real' Admiral F. C. SHERMAN, U.S. 
Navy, in the U .S.S. BU1Ii1CER HILL, and operating in accordance with 
Commander Task Group 58.3 Operation Plan no, 2-44 of 11 February 
1944, Serial 0019. Task Group Organization as follows: 
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Task Unit 58.3.5 (Carriers), Rear Admiral F. C. SHEffiiiliN 

BUNKER HILL 
COWPENS 
MONTEREY 

Task Unit 58.3.1 (Battleships), Rear Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr. 

Ba tDi v 7, Rear Admiral HUSTVEDT 
IOWA (F) 
NEW JERSEY (FFF) 

BatDiv 8, Rear Afuniral G. B. DAVIS 
MASSACHUSETTS (Fl 
NOR T'rl CAROLINA (FE} 

BatDiv 9, Rear Admiral Hk~SON 
SOUTH DAKOTA (Fl 
ALABAMA 

Task Unit 58.3.2, Rear Admiral R. C. GIFFEN 

MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW ORLEANS 

Task Unit 58.3.4, Captain ESPE 

DesRon 46 

IZARD (F) 
CHARRETTE 
CONl'1ER 
BELL 
BRADFORD 
BURNS 
BRQWN 
COWELL 

DesDiv 15 

LANG 
STERRETT (Fl 
WILSON 

Immediate superior in cOlllllland to TRUK Striking Force, Admiral 
NIMITZ, U.S. Navy. conirnander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet. 

During sortie, made various courses and speeds to clear 
harbor and then zig-zagged independently, proceeding to station 

.. 
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in formation 5-Love-Sugar at PoJimt Option, seaward end of swept\, 
channeL During sortie went to air defense stations. Set Material· ....•• ,,: 
Readiness Zebra. Aircraft in Condition of Readiness 11. Engineer- "~, 
ing Readiness for full power. 1712 Formed cruising ~ormation 
5-Love-Sugar, U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS in station 3.5150 'on fleet 
course 3050 \T) and axis 065 0 (T), standard speed 15 knots, steam-
ing at full speed, 20 knots. U.S.S. Bm~£ER HILL guide in station 
1.7000 bearing 045 0 (T), distance 5.,100 yards. Secured from air 
defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II-Able. Set 
Material Readiness Yoke. 1750 Commenced zig-zagging, using Plan 6. 
Carriers maintaining anti-submarine patrol during daylight hours. 
1848 Sunset •. Darkened ship. Set Condi ti on of Readiness II. 
2000 Changed course to 3400 (T). 2100 Changed course to 3080 (T). 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

100 07.8' N. 
1670 49.3' E. 

13 February 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

100 50.7' N. 
1640 41.3' E. 

steaming as before. 0410 U.S.S. BUNKER HILL reported 
surface contact bearing 3060 (T), distance 29 ll+iles, later iden­
tified as friendly. 0608 Went to General QUarters for dawn 
alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. Carriers commenced launch­
ing aircraft for combat air and anti-submarine patrols, maintained 
throughout the daylight period. 0710 Secured from General 
Quarters and Set Condition of Readiness II-Able, and Material 
Readiness Yoke. 0754 Commenced making various courses and speeds 
to form Fleet Cruising Dis~osition 5-Tare on fleet oourse 2980 

(T) and fleet axis 0650 (Tl, U.S.S. NWN JERSEY, fleet guide, 
in station 0000. Task Foroe 58.3 is a station unit in the 
fleet oruising disposition in station 20180. Station unit in 
cruising formation 5-Love-Sugar as before. 1105 Changed fleet 
oourse to 2750 (T). 1227 Rotated fleet and formation axis to 
0950 (Tl. 1527 Rotated fleet and formation axis to 0700 (T). 
1906 Went to Air Defense stations for dusk alert. Set Material 
Readiness Zebra. Darkened ship. 1958 Secured from Air Defense 
stations and set Condition of Readiness II. Set Material Readi­
ness Yoke. 2000 Changed course to 3100 (T). 2100 Changed course 
to 2800 (T). 2200 Changed course. to 3100 (T). 2300 Moonrise. 
Commenced zig-zagging using Plan 8. 
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2000 Position 

120 55.2' N. 
1610 06.8' E. 

steaming as before in. company with Truk Striking Force 
enroute to rendezvous with Task Unit 50,,17.6 to fuel. 0022 
Surface contact 3070 (T), distance 65,000 yards reported by 
U.S.S. BUNKER HILL as friendly task group. 0320 Made radar 
contact on Eniwetok Atoll bearing 2100 (T), distance 43 miles. 
0430 Changed course to 2500 (T). 0633 Went to General Quarters 
for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness Yoke. 0703 Changed 
course to 0200 (T). Carriers launched combat and anti-submarine 
patrols and maintained same during daylight period. 0727 Changed 
course left to 2500 (T). 0733 Sunrise. Secured from General 
Quarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able, and Materia.l 
Readiness Yoke. 0730 Sighted Task Unit 50.17.6 on the horizon 
bearing 3150 (Tl. 0809 Commenced fueling operations on fueling 
course 030 0 (T) and fueling speed 9 knots. Tankers at oenter of 
formation and station units zig-zagging on station independently 
at 15 knots. CVL's and DD's only ships fueled. 1300 Unidentified 
aircraft reported by U. s. S. ENTERPRISE bearing 286 ( T), distanc.e 
42 miles. U.S.S. BELLEAU WOOD vectored fighters to intercept. 
1505 U.S.s. BELLEAU WOOD fighter reported making run on uniden­
tified aircraft, identified as a Japanese twin-engined bomber 
"Betty". 1519 Completed fueling operations. 1603 Rotated fleet· 
and formation axis to 0750 (T). 1624 Changed course to 2550 (T). 
1640 Changed speed to 12 knots. 1712 Changed speed to 15 knots. 
1742 Commenced zig-zagging using Plan 2. 1919 Sunset. Darkened 
ship. Went to Air Defense stations for dusk alert. set Material 
Readines.s Zebra •. 2018 Secured from Air Dilfense stations and set 
Cona.ition of Readiness II. Secured from Material Readiness Zebra 
and set Material Readiness Yoke. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 120 15.1' N. 
Long. 1580 21.0' E •. 

15 February 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

100 49.8' N. 
1550 32.2' E. 

Steaming as before in company with Truk Striking Force 
enroute to initial point for air bombardment attack. 0648 Went 
to General Q.uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. 
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Secured from General Q,uarters and set Condition of . i;~ . 
. Readiness II-Able. Set Material Readiness Yoke. 1115 U.S .S. NORTH . ~" 
CAROLINA reported unidentified aircraft bearing 205 0 (T), distance '" ,<, '\ 
26 miles, identified as friendly by combat. 1443 Ceased zig-zagging. 
1455 U.S.S. COWPENS reported an unidentified aircraft qearing 1800 

(T), distance 50 miles, which was identified as friendly. 1507 
Changed fleet course to 225 0 (Tl. 1521 Changed fleet speed to 
22 knots. 1645 Changed speed to 18 knots. 1658 U.S.S. NORTH. . 
CAROLINA reported unidentified aircraft bearing 260 0 (Tl, distance 
59 miles, reported as friendly by U.S.S. BUNKER HILL at 1716. 
lS09 Changed speed to 22 knots. 1934 Sunset. Went to Air Defense 
stations for dusk alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. Darkened 
ship. 1936 Changed speed to 15 knots. 2023 Changed speed to 22 
knots. 2027 Secured from Air Defense stations and set Condition 
of Readiness II and Material Readiness Zebra modified. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

SO 17.8' N. 
1530 ILl' E. 

16 Feb~uary 1944 

1200 1'os1 tion' 

SO 00.2' N. 
1530 09.7' E. 

2000 Posi tion 

80 01.7' N. 
1530 54.7' E. 

Steaming as before in company with Truk Striking Forde 
enroute to initial point for air bombardment attack. 0613 Went 
to General,~uarters for dawn alert. Set Material Readii'iess Zebra. 
0627 Radar contact on land bearing 2340 (T), distance 76 miles, 
identified as 'l'ruk Atoll. 0642 Commenced making various courses and 
speeds to launch initial fighter aircraft strike to gain control 
of the air. Steaming at various courfles and speeds throughout the 
day to conform with carrier air operations. U.S.S. BUN1IJ!.1< HILL and 
U.S.S. COV~ENS made six half-strength strikes throughout the day 
in addition to fighter strike. U.S.S. MONTEREY maintained anti­
submarine patrol and combat air patrol for this formation. 0932 
Secured from General ~uarters and set Condition of Readiness 1-
Ea'sy. Maintained Material Readiness Zebra on second deck and below. 
1124 O.T.C. in U.S.S. NEW JERSEY plus U.S.S. IOWA, U.S.S. MINl\1E.A­
POLIS, U.S.S. NE'N ORLEANS, and DesDiv 91 less CONNER plus BRADFORD, 
left formation to proceed to northwest of north entrance to Truk 
Atoll to intercept and destroy crippled enemy cruisers escaping 
to the north. O.T.C. directed C.T.F. 58 to take charge during 
his absence. 1147 Relieved U.S.S. NEW OR1.Ji;ANS of aircraft rescue 
plane duty. 1204 Changed station in formation 5-Love-Sugar to 
3.5135. 1902 Catapulted two aircraft to rescue U.S.S. CO~~ENS 
fighter pilot reported forced down bearing 25So (Tl, distance 
32 miles. Lieutenant C. C. AINSWORTH, U.S.N., landed in unfavorable 
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sea conditions, rescued Lieut. (jg) RAFFMAN, A-V(N), U.S.N.R., took '~" 
off and returned to the U .3. S. MASSACHUSETTS, and was hoisted aboard' ,,, 
at 2003. 1958 Sunset. Went to Air Defense stations for dusk alert. ~"''''''''' 
Set Material Readiness Zebra. 2007 Hoisted Lieut. (jg) D. W. CASSEL ' 
in plane #0151i aboard. 2105 Changed speed to 15 knots •. 2110 
Changed cpursB to 1650 (T). 2121 Changed speed to 17 knots. 2122 
Changed course to 1600 (T). 2133 Changed course to 1800 (T). 
Changed speed to 20 knots, proceeding to 0700 rendezvous 60 miles 
1800 (Tl from Point Newsreel. 2121 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS made 
radar contact on unidentified aircraft bearing 2760 (Tl, distance 
23 miles, designated raid "Allle". 2139 U.S.S. MONTEREY reported 
unidentified aircraft bearing 2000 (T), distanc.e 39 miles, desig-
nated raid "Baker", consisting of two or three glanes. 2153U.S.S. 
LANG reported unidentified aircraft bearing 250 (Tl, distance 19 
miles. 2155 U.S.S. ALABllMA reported unidentified aircraft bearing 
355 0 (T) ,. distance 22 miles. 2210 U .S.S. ESSEX reported unidenti-
fied aircraft bearing 2900 (T), distance 38 miles ,designated raid 
"Dog" • Made radar contact on single unidfllBtified aircraft bearing 
235 0 (Tl, distance 15 miles, designated as raid "Char1mil". 2215 
ComTaskForce 58 reported information in hand that all raids would 
join up for attack. 2305 Sighted gunfire on starboard quarter, 
believed to be from Task Group 58.1 firing on enemy aircraft. 
2306 U.S.S. BUNKER HILL reported unidentified aircraft bearing 
2400 (Tl, distance 29 miles, designated raid "Easy". 2320 U.S.S. 
YORKT'6WN launched night fighter. 2340 All raids faded from radar 
screen. No further contacts reported by other units. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

70 16.8' N. 
1530 34.4' E. 

17 February 1944 

1200 Position 

70 18.2' N. 
1530 26.7' E. 

2000 Position 

80 38.0' 'N. 
1560 05.3' E. 

Steaming as before in company with Truk Striking Force, 
enroute to 0700 rendezvous point and to contunueaeria1 bombard-
ment of Truk Atoll in accordance with plan. Each Task Group operat­
ing independently to counter night air torpedo attacks by 
Japanese. 0202 Commence.d zig-zag§ing using Plan 8. 021$ Ceased 
zig-zag and changed course to 320 (Tl, at 0221 to proceed to 
rendezvous. 0336 Resumed zig-zag. .0325 U.S.S. YORKTWON recovered 
night fighter. At 0638 Carriers began launching dawn strikes. 0715 
Went to Air Defense stations for dawn alert. U.S.S. COWPENS 
maintained anti-submarine patrOl and combat air patrol during strikes 
on Truk. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS conformed to movements of carrier 
operati.ons throughout the day at various courses and speeds. 0806 
Sunrise. Secured from Air Defense stations and set Condition of 

.. 
• {J4l 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BB59/A12-1/A16-3/ U.S. S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc 

WAR DIARY 

Readiness I-Easy. 082a Secured from Condition of Readiness I-Easy 
and set Condition of R adine ss II-Able. Set Material Readiness 
Yoke above. the second fieck. 0837 BatDivSEVEN plus U.S.S. MINNEA­
POLIS, U.S.S. ~~N ORLEANS, and DesDiv 91 less U.S.S. CONNERS and 
U.S.S. BRADFORD, rejoined formation, mission completed: U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS resumed station 3.5150 in formation 5-Love-Sugar. 
1408 All strikes on Truk completed. Set retirement course 0600 

(T) at retirement speed 25 knots. 1646 U.S.B. NE'N JERSEY reported 
surface contact bearing 0560 (T), distance 9 miles. 1658 U.S.S. 
BUNKER HILL aircraft reported nothing sighted on bearing and dis­
tance reported by U.S.S. NEw JERSEY. 1947 Sunset. Went to Air 
Defense stations. Set Material Readiness Zebra. 2007 Changed 
course to 0950 (T) and changed speed to 20 knots. 2046 Secured 
fllllm Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II and 
Material Readiness Yoke. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

80 21.3' N; 
1590 46.6' E. 

18 February 1944 

1200 Position 

80 16.1' N. 
1600 56.3' E. 

2000 Position 

80 28.5' :.IiI" 
1620 18.6' (11. 

.' 

Steaming as before in company with Truk striking Force enroute 
to rendezvous with Task Group 50.17.6 to fuel in preparation for 
GATEWAY Operation. 0643 Went to General Q,uarters for dawn ,alert. 
Set w~terial Readiness Zebra. 0744 Sunrise. Secured from General 
Q,uarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able. Placed planes 
in Condition of Readiness 11 for Plane Rescue duty. Set Material 
Readiness Yoke. 1050 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA rpported a small boat 
on her port beam and the O.T.C. instructed U.S.S. BROVm to inves­
tigate. 1110 U.S.S. BROWN removed 17 Japanese from bOat, who 
claimed to be fishermen. 1315 U.S.S. NO~TH CAROLINA reported 
surface contact bearing 0880 (T). distance 23 miles. 1336 Sighted 
Task Group 50.17.6 on port bow. Commenced making various courses 
and speeds to rendezvous with tankers for fueling. 1427 U.S.S. 
PLATTE, U.S.S. CIMARRON, and U.S.S. GUADALUPE with escorts joined 
formation, tankers in line 'of bearing normal to fueling course 
0300 (T) at formation center·, escorts joined screen in ahead 
positions. Fueling speed 10 knots, ships not fueling zig-zagging 
in station at standard speeCi, 15 knots. 1503 Changed course and 
axis to 2700 (T). Destroyers and light carriers only vessels to 
fuel this date. 1700 U.S.S. COWELL came alongside starboard 
quarter to transfer Lieut. (jg) RAFFIf;AN, A-V(N), U.S.N.R., back 
to the U.S.S. COWPENS. 1707 U.S.S. COWELL cleared starboard quar-
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ter and resumed zig-zag on station. 1919 Went to Air Defense statiOlJ.~. 
for dusk alert. Set Material Condition Zebra. 1949 Fueling exer-~' 
cises for the day completed. Resumed station 3.5150 in formation "" h'.~, 
5-Love-Sugar on course and axis 0700 (Tl. Guide at center in 
U.S.S. PLATTE. 2016 Secured from Air Defense stations "and set 
Condition of Readiness II. Set Material Readiness Yoke. 2017 
Changed course to 0000 (T). 2027 Changed Course left to 2900 (T). 
2047 Changed speed to 16 knots. 2346 Changed course left to 2600 (Tl. 

0$00 l'osition 

19 February 1944 

1200 Position 

90 55.9' N. 
1600 19.6' E. 

2000 Position 

110 05.9' N •. 
1600 44.3' E. 

Steaming as before· in company with Truk Striking Force 
in fueling area in preparation for GATEWAY Operation. 0447 
C.T.G. 5$.3 reported unidentified aircraft bearing 2680 (Tl, 
distance 19 miles. 0449 Emergency ships left to 1600 (Tl. 0455 
Unidentified aircraft reported by CTG 58.3 bearing 3100 (Tl, 
distance 7 miles. 05eO Went to Air Defense stations. Set Material 
Readiness Zebra. 0502 Emergency turn to 1300 (Tl. 0504 Observed 
plane burning on water at 000 0 (T)o re~orted shot down by U.S.S. 
IZARD. 0505 Emergency turn to 100 (T). 0509 Emergency turn 
to 1600 (Tl. C.T.G. 5$.3 reported unidentified air¢raft bearing 
3100 (Tl, distance 4 miles. Being tracked by Combat and fire 
control radars. 0515 Emergency ships left to 1350 (Tl. 0518 . 
Emergency ships right to 1600 (T). Unidentified aircraft retiring. 
Continued making various ¢ourses and speeds by signal from O.T.C. 
to regain station in fleet disposition. 0739 sunrise. Secured 
from Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II-Able 
and Material Readiness Yoke. 0844 Set fueling course 0500 (Tl. 
0914 Rotated fleet axis to 0500 (T). 0925 Commenced making various 
courses and speeds to zig-zag independently elm station during 
fueling operations in formation 5-Love-Sugar. Fueling'speed $ 
knots, steaming at 15 knots. 1:25$ Vvent alongside U.S. S. GUADALUPE 
to fuel, starboard side to, and commenced receiving fuel at 1321. 
1315 Unidentified aircraft on radar bearing 0450 (Tl, distance 35 

. miles, identified as friendly by U.S.S. BUIilKll.'R HILL. 1325 U.S.S. 
WILSON came alongside port quarter to receive War Correspondent's 
mail. . 1330 U.S.S. WILSON cleared port quarter. 1459 Task Group 
5$.1 left fleet disposition and proceeded on duty assigned. U .S.S. 
NEW JERSEY with C.T.F. 50 left disposition and proceeded to base. 
Carrier Task Forces reorganized as per C.T.F. 50 despatch orders; 
Task Group 58.3 intact. O.T.C. now}iear Admiral MITSCEER, U.S. 
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Navy, Commander Task Force 58, in U.S.S. YORKTOWN. 1510 Completed 
fueling, having received 9,772 barrels of burnable fuel at 60 0 F. 
1529 Cleared side of U.S.S. GUADP~UPE and commenced making various 
courses and speeds to regain station in formation 5-1,ov'e-Sugar. 
1610 Set course 0500 (Tl, speed 10 knots. 1618 U.S.S. CONNERS came 
alongside starboard quarter to, deliver guard mail. 1625 U.S.S. 
CONNERS cleared starboard quarter. Commenced zig-zagging am station 
at 15 knots on various courses to maintain approximate station. 
1654 Fueling operations completed. Tankers cleared formation. 
U.S.S. B~~ HILL guide in station 1.7000, formed 5-Love-Sugar, 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS in station 3.5150 on course and axis 0500 (Tl. 
1747 Changed course to 0000 (T). 1750 Changed speed to 15 knots. 
1811 Changed course to 3400 (T). anc changed speed to 29 knots. 
1925 sunset. Darkened ship. Went to Air Defense stations for 
dusk alert. Set Material Readiness Zebra. 2025 Secured from 
Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II and Material 
Readiness Yoke. ,2051 Changed speed to 18 knots. 2246 Changed 
speed to 20 knots. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

20 February 1944 

1200 Position 

150 47.2' N. 
1580 51.9' E. 

2000 Position 

150 53.0' N. 
1580 26.0' E. 

Steaming in company with Task Group 58.3 and 58.2 enroute to initial 
pOint for GATEWAY Operations., Task Groups in line of bearing 
normal to the fleet course 3400 (T) in supporting distance. U.S.S. 
A~SACHUSETTS in company with Task Group 58.3 as Before in forma­
tion 5-Love-Sugar, formation axis 0500 (T). Fleet speed 20 knots. 
In station 5.3150. 0644 Went to General ~uarters for .dawn alert. 
set Material Readiness Zebra. 0744 Sunrise. Secured from General 
~uarters and set Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material 
Readiness Yoke. 1005 Commenced reorganization of Task Groups 
58.3 and 58.2. BatDiv 9 left formation to join Task Group 58.2 
and was replaced by U.S.S. BALTIMORE. 1033 U.S.S. :lfIASSACHUSETT13 
assigned station 3.5300. Commenced making various courses and 
speeds to gain new station and on station at 1111. 1159 Changed 
course right to 075 0 (Tl and changed speed to 8 knots in prepara­
tion to fuel destroyers. ·1228 U.S.S. WILSON came alongside to 
starboard to fuel. 1233 Commenced pumping fuel to U.S.S. WILSON. 
1300 Completed fueling U.S.S. WILSON, having delivered 22,340 
gallons at 60° F. l305U.S.S. WILSON cleared starboard side. 
1344U.S.S. STERRETT came alongside to starboard to fuel. 1348 
U.S.S. CONNERS came alongside to port to fuel. 1359 Co~nenced 
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p p ng fuel to U.S.S. CONNERS. ,1401 Commenced pumping fuel to 
U.S.S. STERRETT. 1436 Completed pumping fuel to U.S.S. STERRETT, 
having delivered 20,280 gallons at 600 F. 1440 U.S.S. STERRETT 
cleared starboard side. 1442 Completed fueling U.S.S. CONNERS, 
having delivered 24,719 gallons at 600 F. 1446 U.S.S. CONNERS 
cleared port side. 1511 Fueling operations completed. '1530 Changed 
fleet speed to 12 knots. 1613 Changed course to 2650 (T). 1616 
Changed speed to 18 knots. 1738 Changed speed to 19 knots. 
1931 Sunset. Darkened ship. Went to Air Defense stations for dusk 
alert. Set Nlliterial Readiness Zebra. 2026 Secured from Air Defense 
stations and set Condition of Readiness II. Set Material Readiness' 
Yoke. Carriers maintained anti-submarine and combat patrols 
throughout daylight period. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0$00 Position 

150 36.6' N. 
1540 51.3' E. 

21 February 1944 

1200 Position 

150 26.5' N. 
1530 3$.2' E. 

2000 Position 

150 2$.1' N. 
1510 10.9' E. 

Steaming as before. At 1330 unidentified aircraft was 
reported by U.S.S. ESSEX in Task Group 5$.2 bearing 3000 (Tl, 
distance 31 miles. No report was received as to results of fighters 
vectored out to intercept the contact." At 1350 U.S.S. SOUTH 
lMKOTA in same Task Group reported sighting a twin-engined bomber 
visually bearing 3100 .( T), believed to be same plane radar contact 
was made on at 1330. This enemy plane reported our position to its 
base. With the element of surprise f'or GATEWAY Operation now lost, 
preparations for air attacks were made, as we were certain to receive 
night aircraft torpedo attacks by the enemy after dark. At sunset 
Condition I-Easy was set throughout the ship. The first attack 
group came at 2257 in several groups designated raids "Able" to 
"George". The raids consisted of from one to three planes. The 
raids passed fasg Group 5$.3 on ejther side and due to skillful 
maneuvering by the O,T.C., we were not sighted nor attacked by 
r.aids Able, Baker, Charlie, and Dog. Raid Easy made an attack on 
this Task Group and was tracked by all radars which could bea.r. 
Fire was opened at 6,000 yards, with a good solution at 2,30$. One, 
aircraft was shot down in flames by the U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA and 
another was seen to crash near the U.S.S. COWPENS, believed to 
have been hit by the U.S.S. WillSSACHUSETTS. All the other raids 
seemed to concentrate their attacks on Task Group 5$.2 to the north, 
and anti-aircraft fire was observed intermittently throughout the 
,fii~1; attaek. The Task Groups became widely separated due to 
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evasive action to avoid attaok and detection. For further details 1jfN 
of the action see the Commanding Officer's Action Report, BE59/ A16-3/····>, ". 
A9/, Serial 050, dated 25 February 1944. 

Lat. 
Long. 

,Ammunition expended on the night air attaok: 

74 projeotiles, 5"/38 oaliber AA Common with Mk. 32 fuze. 
74 charges, 5"138 oaliber: 

0800 Position 

140 07.8' N. 
1470 52.9' E. 

31 SPDN 3547 
28 SPDN 3968 

3 SPDN 4112 
2 SPDN ~113 
1 SPDN 3928 
1 SPDN 3846 
1 SPDN 3474 
2 8PDN 3296 
1 SPDN 3218 
1 SPDN 2871 
3 SPDN 2589 

22 February 1944 

1200 Position 

140 55.9' N. 
1470 42.0' E. 

2000 Position 

steaming as before, Task Group 58.2 and 58.3 separated, 
due to maneuvers to avoid night air attaoks by enemy aircraft. 
Air attaoks ooncentrated on Task Group 58.2 and presenoe of this 
Task Group apparently unknown to enemy. Observed inter¢ittent 
fir and three planes shot down by Task Group 58.2 during mid-watch. 
At 0030 all radar screens clear, seoured from Air Defense and set 
Condition I-Easy. At about 0140 radar oontaotmade on enemy air- ' 
craft approaching this formation. Went to Air Defense stations. 
Airoraft came from area of Task Group 58.2 and passed this forma­
tion at 10 miles on a course headed for Saipan Island. No attacks 
were made and formation was probably not sighted. At 0202 all 
radar soreens being olear, set Condition I-Easy. The enemy returned 
again in foroe at about 0540. Went to Air Defense at 0541 •. This 
Task Group remained undeteoted as all raids passed outside 10 miles 
and headed for Task Group 5$.2. 0738 U.S.S. BUNKER HILL launched 
night fighters to repel attaoks. hir operations were delayed due 
to airattaoks by enemy. 0750 The fighters having the situation 
cleared s'ufficiently, turned into wind and ihaunched first strike 
while still under attack. Soon after fighters were airborne, 
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enemy attacks ceased, being driven off or shot down by the combat 
air patrol. Carrier operations throughout the day, the last strike 
to be completed by 1600. The mission of the GATEWAY Operation was 
completed in three strikes and retirement on course 090 0 (Tl at 
speed 25 knots was commenced at 1641. After seouring oontrol of 
the air at daylight no further attaoks were made by the enemy on 
this formation. At sunset the ship was plaoed in Condition I-Easy 
mn readiness for possible air attaok by enemy airoraft from Truk 
or Marouslsland. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0$00 Position 

2) Februa,ry 1944 

1200 Position 

140 44.2' N. 
1540 15.6' E. 

2000 Position 

140 50.0' N. 
1560 40.5' E. 

Steaming ~s before, retiring from GATEWAY Operation on 
fleep oourse 090 (Tl, Task Groups 5$.) and 58.2 in line of 
,bearing normal to the fleet oou~se and Task Group 5$.) in 
formation 5-Love-Sugar. Steaming at fleet speed 20 knots. 
Aircraft oarriers maintaining anti-submarine and oombat air 
patrols throughout the daylight period. At 1)46 U.S.S. BRADFORD 
reported sighting a two-engined enemy bomber, type "Betty". At, 
this t,:j.me entered area of rain squalls resulting in several radar 
contaots. Vient to Air Defense stations and set Materi al Condition 
Zebra. Fighters were veotored out on contacts reported and, 
enemy oontaot proved to be a rain squall. Japanese bomber reported 
OUD position to base and fighters veotored out to intercept were 
never able to make oontact,asthe Be~ty used cloud oover effectively. 
1452 Seoured from Air Defense stations'and set Condition of 
Readiness II-Able and Material Readiness Yoke on orders from 
O.T.C. to resume normal oruising formation and oondition of 
readiness. Remainder of day uneventful. Ship still in area of 
possible attaok from Truk and Marous ISland. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0$00 Position 

24 February 1944 

1200 Position 

1)0 51.9' N. 
1600 )7.7' E. 

2000 Position 

1)0 19.7' N. 
1620 )).7' It. 

Steaming as before, retiring from GATEWAY Operation. 0$0) 
Commenoed fueling operations on fueling oourse 065 0 (Tl at fueling 
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speed 10 knots. Delivered the following fuel at 60 0 F. to ships 
indioated: 

U.S.S. WILSON -- .1418 barrels 
U.S.S. STERRETT -- 1233 barrels 
U.S.S. CONNERS -- 788 barrels 

1225 Upon completion of fueling operations BatDiv 9 rejoined Task 
Group 58.3 plus two destroyers. The U.S.S. BALTIMORE left forma­
tion with two destroyers to rejoin Task Group 58.2. U.S.s. . 
N~SACHUSETTS assigned new station 3.5180 in cruising formation 
5-Love-Sugar. 1419 Set course 1100 (T) at 20 knots, continuing 
retirement and enroute to base at Majuro Island, Marshall Island 
group. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 l>ositipn 

120 23.2' N. 
1660 09.8' E. 

25 February 1944 

1200 Position 

120 05.7' N. 
1670 14.4' E. 

2000 Posi tion 

100 00.6' N. 
1670 58.8' E. 

steaming as before enroute to base at Majuro Island, Marshall 
Island group. 1111 Commenced firing 5"/38 caliber battery to test 
Mark 32 fuzes. Expended the following ammunition: 

36 Projectiles, 5"/38 caliber with W~. 32 fuze: 
12 Lot Sugar 
III Lot Unit 
12 Lot Victor 

36 charges, 5"/38 caliber: 
17 SPDN 3024 

3 SPDN 2868 
10 SPDN 4115' 

6 SPDN 4937 

Completed firing at 1156. 1545 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA fired test 
shots and spotting practice for radars with 16" battery. U .S.S. 
WlASSACHUSETTS Observed. 1550 U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA completed 
exercise. 1648 Surface radar .contact bearing 2240 (T), distance 
47,000 yards, sighted visually at 1725 to be three CVE's and 4 DD's 
and friendly. 
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26 February 1944 

1200 Posi ti on 

At anchor. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

At ancholt'. 

Steaming as be1'ore enroute to base at Majuro Island, Marshall 
Island group. 0812 Formed, column of types, carriers, battleships, 
cruisers, and destroyers 1'or entry into port. 1006 Passed entrance 
b~oys to Majuro Harbor abeam to port and,stBrboard. Commenced 
making various courses and speeds to conform with channel and 
approach anchorage. 1111 Anchored in berth A-25, in 27 fathoms of 
water with 105 fathoms 01' chain out to the stl!!rboard anchor. Set 
Condition of Readiness II-Able and Material Condition Yoke. Ship 
placed on six-hours readiness for getting underway. SOPA adminis­
trative in U.S.S. PRAIRIE. ComCenPac in U.S.S. NEW JERSEY SOPA. 
Ships present: various units of Fifth Fleet. Upon anchoring formed 
Task Group 50.9, composed of BatDivs 6, 7, 8, and 9 and DesRon One. 
Task Group Commander Rear Admiral Vi. A. LEE, Jr., U. S. Navy in the 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA. Immediate superior in command ComCenPac in 
U.S.S. NEW Jll.'RSEY, Oommander Fifth Fleet. 1350 U.S.s. ruwIlllE came' 
alongside to starboard and commenced 1'ueling operations at 1415. 
1730 Completed fueling, having received 903,946 gallons of fuel 
at 600 F. 1800 U.S.S. SABINE clear starboard side. 2200 Secured 
from Condition of Readiness II-Able and set the Port War Watch. 

27-29 February 1944 

Anchored in Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island group, fueling, 
provisioning and' making all preparations for sea. Carrying on 
ships maintenance and repair work permitted by six hours readiness 
1'or getting underway. Carrying out drill schedules, training 
of personnel in preparation 1'orbattle. Aircraft conducting local 
training flights. Granting such recreation to the crew as is 
possible with facilities available. 

Submitted: 

~ 
_ // Aommander, U.S. 

Approved:, k! ___ =4""..--;;r , ~.IaVigator. 

T. D. ~jkDe:::O~CK:::e, l' , 
Captain, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding. ,. 

Navy, 

·'·'0'" 
~
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COMMANDEfHN-CHIEf 
File No. FLAG OFfiCE 
BB59! A12-l/ Al6_§1CEIIJED . 

/ . 

/06b/ 

8 \0 U. S. S. MASSACHUSJ!jTTS 60/ahc , 

WAR DIARY 

1-8 March 1944 

Anchored in Berth A-25, Darritt Anchorage, Majuro Atoll 
of the Marshall Island Group, ship in readiness for getting 
underway on six hours' notice. Ship in Condition oflReadiness 
III (Port War Watch) and Material Readiness Yoke during darkness, 
and X-ray during daylight. Radar guard as assigned by ComBatPac. 
Carrying out fueling, provisi~ning and ammunition plan. Making 
all preparations for sea and maintaining a schedule of repair, 
maintenanoe and upkeep of machinery and equipment as permitted 
by the six hour readiness. Conducting routine training and 
drill and recreation of personnel. Aircraft conducting training 
and gunnery flights. . 

U.S.S. MASSAOHUSET~ assigned to Task Group 50.9, composed 
of Batdivs 6, 7, 8, and 9 and DesRon One. Task Group Oommander 
Rear Admiral W. A~ LEE, Jr. , U.S. Navy, in the U.S.S. NOR~ 
OAROLINA. Immediate Superior in Command, Vioe Admiral SPRUANOE, 
U.S. Navy, OomOenPac in the U.S.S. NEW JERSEY. 

Delivered 10,200 gallons of fresh water to LST 38. 

On 3 March U.S.S. OIMARRON oame alongside and delivered 
49,114 gallons of burnable fuel at 840 F. and 5,372 ~allons of 
aviation fuel. 

On 4 March transferred to SOPA Majuro the following 
ammunition: 

495 projeotiles, 5"/38 caliber AA Common Mk. 32 fuze, 
lot Sugar. 

62 projectiles, 5"/38 cl1iber AA Common Mk. 29-1 fuze. 

and received. the following ammunition: 

• 42 projectiles, 16"/45 oaliber HC, Mk. 13-2 
1;l,?3 oharges, 5"738 caliber. 

On 5 Maroh transferred to SOPA Majuro the following 
ammunition: 

105 tanks, empty'511/38 oaliber Mk. 6-1. 

On 5 March at 1327 SOPl\. set Condition Red. Went to 
Air Defense stations.· CO!llJl).encedpreparations for getting .ndo;;5 "iiIiff"o,:; vi.inity_ ,,., Aima" 

. \j 
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WAR DIARY 

identified as friendly and SOPA ordered Condition Green. Secured 
from Air Defense and set Port War Watch and resum,ed port routine. 

On 5 March at 1910, radar oontact on unidentified airoraft 
bearing 0500 (T), distance 30 miles and olosing. Went' to Air 
Defense stations. Condition Red set by SOPA. Commenced all 
preparations for getting underway. 1936 Airoraft identified as 
friendly. SOPA ordered Condition Green. Secured from Air Defense 
and set the Port War Watch and resumed.por~routine. 

On March 6 deiivered 10,000 gallons of fresh water to LST 69. 

On 6 March at 1256 SOPA ordered Condition Red. Went ,to 
Air Defense and commenced preparations for getting Underway. At 
1305 SOPA ordered Condition Green. Secured from Air Defense and 
set the Port War Watch and resumed port routine. 

9 Maroh 1944 

Anchored as before. 0626 Hoisted out two planes in pre­
paration for towing target sleeve for gunnery exercises at sea. 
0629 Underway in company with U.S.S~ NORTH CAROLINA for training 
at sea, escorted by DesDiv One plus U.S.S. PHELPS. 0740 Passed 
between harbor entrance buoys and set course to oarry out exercises •. ; 
to northwest of Majuro Atoll. During the day fired light and heavy 
machine guns at sleeve towed by own ship planes. Fired 5"/38 
caliber at sleeve towed by TBF·plane, "Baker" runs at average 
altitude of 10,000 feet. Fired special test practice of Mark 32 
fuzed ammunition at ranges 6,000 yards. Fired special test practice, 

. 40 MM battery, to determine accurately self-destroying fuze range. 
Officer Conducting Practices, Rear Admiral DAVIS, U.S. Navy, in 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. Ammunition expended during the day: 

38 projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA co~on, Mk. 31-10 
44 projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA Common, Mk. 32, lot Victor 
82 charges, 5"/38.,cal. 

1,103 cartridges, 40 MM, Mk. 1 
2,367 cartridges, 20 MM (1,987 H.E., 9.380 H.E.T.). 

1801.Passed entrance buoys abeam to port and starboarG1 on c&se 
1590 (T). 1858 Anchored in Berth A-25, Darri tt Anchorage, )iI1ajuro 
Atoll of the Marshall Island Group. Set Port War Watch and resumed 
port routine, exercises at sea completed. 
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Anohored as before. 

u. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

10-21 Maroh 1944 

60/aho 

On 11 Maroh at 0335 heard "Condition Red" on warning net. Went to 
Air Defense stations and set Material Readiness Zebra. ,Origin of 
"Condition Red" undetermined. At 0415 heard "Condition Green -­
Kwajalein". Seoured from Air Defense and set Port War Watoh. 
Resumed port routine. Determined "Condition Red" to be for 
Kwajalein Atoll and not Majuro. Designation of "Condition Red" not 
heard. . 

On 12 March reoeived from OolllSerRon TEN the following 
alIllllunit i on : 

778 projeotiles 5"/38 ?aliber Oommon Mk. 28 BD. 

On 13 Maroh reoeived the following alIllllunition from OolllSerRon 
TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE: 

441 oharges, 5"/38 oal. SPD 4977 
850 oharges, 5"/38 cal. SPD 5274. 

At 1018 U.S.S. RAINIER came alongside to starboard and the follow­
ing alIllllunition was exohanged: 

To the RAINIER: 

80,000 oartridges, 40 MM, Mk. I withMk •. 20 primer 
34,900 oartridges, 20 MM H.E. . 

. 441 oharges 5"738 oal.flashless powder 
102 tanks,eJ!lllty, Mk. 6-1 and Mk. 9. 

From the RAINIER: 

80,000 oartridges, 40 MM Mk. I 
104,000 oartridges, 20 MMH.E.I. 

6,000 oartridges, 20 MM H.E.T. 

On 15 March at 1236 U.S.S. ARA oame alongside to port and 
delivered the following ammunition: 

2,606 projeot1:ees, 5"/38 AA Com. Mk. 32, lots William and Yoke. 

At 1450 U .s.S. ARA. oleared por.t side. At 2006 transferred to Oom7 

(45) 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BB59/lU2-l/lU6-j/ U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc 

WAR DIARY 

SerRon TEN via lighter the following ammunition: 
~:- ;;~";':""" 

2,438 projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA COlDlllon Mk. 32 lot VictOr. " 

On 17 March 1944 at 1425 hoisted Plane #01420 from U.S.S. 
IOWA, pilot Lieut. (jg) T. L. !MUS, 112429, U.S.N. and passenger 
CANNADY, S. N., ARM lc, #336-79-84, U.S.N. At 1435 hoisted plane 
#09500 from U.S.S. NEW JERSEY, pilot Lieut. (jg) W. A. ETHRIDGE, 
112518, U.S.N. and p~ssenger GOSSAGE, E. A., ARM 3c, #628-04-36. 
U.S.N.R.. Above planes retained on beerd until such time 18 March 
to arrive on station at about 1000 as relief spotting planes for 
BatDiv 7, engaged in bombarding Mili Atoll ,of the Marshall Islands. 

On 18 March ;944 at 0955 hoisted out Plane #09500 of the 
U.S.S. NEW JERSEY, pilot Lieut. (j~) W. A. ETHRIDGE, U.S.N. and 
passenger GOSSOGE,E. A., ARM 3c, tf628-04-36, U.S.N.R..At 0958 
hoisted out Plane #01420 of the U.S.S. IOWA, pilot Lieut. (jg) 
T. L. !MUS, U.S.N., ,and passenger CANNADY, A. N. ,ARM lc, 336-79.-84, 
U.S.N. Planes departed for rendezvous off Mili Atoll with BatDiv ~. 
At 1055 Hoisted plane #01509 from U.S.S. IOWA, pilot Lieut. (jg) 
G. A. JONES, U.S.N.R. and passenger GABLE, F. A., ARM 2c, #291-82-71, 
U.S.N. At 1122 hoisted plane #09579 from U.S.S. NEW JERSEY, pilot 
Lieut. (jg) W.' A. BUTTS, U.S.N. and passenger HANSCOM, C. A., ARM 3c; 
#606-33-76, U.S.N.R. Planes serviced and made ready for flight. 
Planes returned from spotting duty, vicinity of Mili Atoll. 1500 
Hoisted plane #01420 from U.S.S. IOWA, pilot Lieut. (jg) T. L. !MUS, 
U.S.N. and passenger CANNADY, S. J., ARM lc, #336-79-84, U.S.N., 
returned from spotting mission at Mili Atoll. ' 

On 18 ~~rch 1944, received 13,489 gallons of burnable fuel 
from U.S.S. GUADALUPE at 870 F. 

On 21 March 1944 transferred to U.S.S. DEWEY the following 
ammunition: 

388 projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA COlDlllon Mk. 28 BD fuze 
394 charges, 5"/38 cal., various indices. 

On 21 March 1944 transferred to U.S.S. MONAGHAN the follow­
ing a!DIllunition: 

98 projectiles, 5"/38 cal. AA COlDlllon, Mk. 28 BD fuze. 

On 21 March 1944 delivered 10,000 gallons of fresh water 
to LST 271 
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0800 Position 

Lat. At anchor, 
Long. Majuro Atoll 

U • S • S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

22 March 1944 

1200 Position 

70 16.8' N. 
1710 12.0' E. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

60 56.5' N. 
1690 )).0' E. 

Anchored as before. 10)0 Underway from Darritt Anchorage, 
Majuro Atoll of the Marshall Island Group in accordance with 
Commander Task Group 58.9 Sortie Plan No. 1-44 dated 21 March 1944. 
Commander Task Group 58.9 Rear Admiral W. A. LEE, Jr., U.S. Navy, 
OomBatPac in U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA. Task Group Organization: 

Task Group 58.9, Rear Admiral LEE, U.S.N. 

Task Unit 58.9.1 

BatDiv 8 -- Rear Admiral DAVIS, U.S.N. 
(U.S.S. MASSACHUSE~TS and U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA) 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON, U.S.N. 
(U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA. And U.S.S. ALABAMA) 

Task Unit 58.9.2 

CnnDiv 4 -- RearAdmiral OLDENDORF, U.S.N. 
(U.S.S. PORTLAND, U.S.S. INDIANAPOLIS, and U.S.S. LOUISVILLE) 

Task Unit 58.9.4 -- Captain ESPE, U.S.N. 

DesRon 46 less BOYD 
U.S.S .• IZARD 
U.S.S. CHARRETTE 
U.S.S. CONNER 
U.S.S. BELL 

DesDiv 2S 
U.S.S. BANCROFT 
U.S.S. CALDWELL 
Plus U.S.S. FRAZIER 

U.S.S. BURNS 
U.S.S. BRADFORD 
U.S.S. BROWN 
U.S.S. COWELL 

U.S.S. EDWARDS 
U.S.S. COGHLAN 

and U.S.S. MEADE 

Task Unit 58.9.5 -- Captain STUMP, U.S.N. 

U.S.S. LEXINGTON 
U.S.S. COWPENS 

5~' 
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Immediate Superior in Command, Vice Admiral SPRUANCE, U.S. Navy, in " .... 1~, 
U.S.S. NEW JERSEY •. Upon completion of sortie, formed cruising for- "" .~ 
mation 5-Roger contained in paragraph3(x)(5) of Sortie Plan, on 
course 0000 (T) and axis 0750 (T) at standard speed 15 ~nots. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS assigned station 3.5105. 

Upon completion of sortie by Task Group 50.15, Task Groups 
58.2, 58.9 and 50.15 concentrated taotioally and set oourse 2550 (T) 
for fueling rendezvous 20 00' Sand 1570 00' E prior to commenoe­
ment of operations in aooordance with \JQmCenPao Operation Plan 
CEN 8-44 dated 21 Maroh i944, Serial 00159. Plan effeotive on 
receipt. 

Ship in Condition of Readiness II modified to comply with 
existing situation. Aircraft in Condition of Readiness 8. Material 
Condition of Readiness Yoke set and Radar Silence 5. All boilers 
on line in readiness for full power. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

50 05.5' N. 
1670 15.0' E. 

23 March 1944 

1200 Position 

40 10.5' N. 
1660 51.0' E. 

2000 Position 

20 24.1' N. 
1650 30.6' E. 

steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.9 enroute 
in company with Task Groups 58.2 and 50.15 to fueling rendezvous 
prior to commenoement of operations i.n aocordance with ComCenPac 
Operation Plan no •. CEN 8-44. Carriers in company maintaining 
combat and anti-submarine patrols during daylight llOurS for this 
task group. At 1844 U.S.S. IZARD left formation to investigate 
sound contaot. O.T.C. maneuvered formation clear of area of 
oontact at high speed. When clear of area resumed base course 
2550 (T). At 1900 set clocks back one hour to conform with zone 
113 time. 1929 Changed fleet course to 2400 (T). 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

00 46.0' N. 
1620 38.0' E. 

25 March 1944 

1200 Position 

00 12.2' N. 
1610 13.4' E. 

2000 Position 

00 52.0' S. 
1590 43.2' E. 

Steaming as before. 0000 set the clocks ahead 24 hours to 
zone -11 (Love) time and date. At 0112 had surface contact at 0460 
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(T), distance 33,000 yards, believed to be U.S.S. PHELPS and U.S.S. 
IZARD returning to disposition after workin~ over a sound contact 
made on previous afternoon. Course 2410 (Tl, speed 33 knots. At 
0221 surface contact now bearing 0610 (T), 25,000 yards on course 
2250 (Tl, speed 21 knots, and jOining disposition. Ca~riers main­
tained air combat air and anti-submarine patrols throughout the 
daylight hours. At ~30 unidentified aircraft reported by carrier 
bearing 1050 (Tl, 135 miles, closing. Fighters vec.tored out to 
intercept. Unidentified aircraft closed to 90 miles and then 
turned away. Possibly made contact and reported our position. 
At 2040 observed light on horizon bearing 1950 (T). 2135 U.S.S. 
SOUTH DAKOTA reported surface contact 0550 (Tl, distance 23 miles. 
2332 U.S.S. NEW JERSEY reported surface contact bearing 3020 (Tl, 
distance 8 miles. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 20 03.5' S. 
Long. 1560 40.0' E. 

26 March 1944 

1200 Position 

10 57.7' s. 
1550 53.4' E. 

2000 Positien 

10 39.8' s. 
1540 22.2' E. 

Steaming as before. At 0220 sutface contact of about four 
ships bearing 1240 (Tl, distance 42,000 yards, probably task groups 
34.7 and 34.8 proceeding to fueUng rendezvous. At daylight rendez­
voused with Task Unit 34.7.1 and formed fueling· disposition 5-Fox 
on base course and axis 2850 (Tl at fueling speed 8 knots. Tankers 
at center in line of bearing normal to base course. Destroyers on 
bent line screen 3,000 yards ahead of tankers. Unfueled CA's on 
starboard beam of tankers at intervals of 2,000 yards. BB's in 
line of beartng normal to course 2,000 yards astern of tankers. 
Fueled cruisers and. carriers 2,000 yards astern of BB's. Unfueled 
carrier between tanker and sound screen. Ships not fueling 
zig-zag independently. Conducted machine gun practices astern of 
disposition using Kingfishers as towing planes, by diVisions, in 
following order: BatDiv 8, 9, CruDiv 4, and carriers. Each firing 
unit allowed tWO-hour period. While firing during first period 
furnished towing services to destroyer screen. Provided services 
for carrier firing during afternoon. At 1415 U.S.S. MEADE made 
attack with depth oharges on submarine contaot bearing 1480 {Tl, 
distance 19,000 yards. U.S.S. liIIEADE reported two more good contacts 
and remained in area to search. 1500 Fueling operations completed. 
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Tankers left formation and proceeded independently. aecovered 
aircraft and commenced forming cruising disposition 5-Roger on 
course 2850 (T), axis 0750 (T). u. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS in station 
3.5105. 1805 u. S. S. PORTLAND reported unidentified aircraft 
1940 (T), distance 44 miles; possible 1and.-based searcb plane. 
At 2100 changed course to 3050 (T). 23)0 Radar surface target 
1050 (T), distance 21 miles, course of contact 2960 (T) at 16 
knots. . 

Ammunition expended for machine gun practice: 

637 cartridge s, 40 MM 
2,234 cartridges, 20 MM. 

0800 I'OBi tion 

Lat. 00 35.6' S. 
Long. 1510 23.8' E. 

27 March ].9l~l,. 

1200 Tosition 

00 19.6' S. 
1500 22.1' E. 

2000 Position 

00 07.5' S. 
1480 36.h' E. 

Steaming as before. At 0837 commenced changing stations 
to conform with Task Group Commander 58.3 formation 5-Roger. 
MASSACHUSETTS assigned station 4.5320 as signalled by Commander 
Task Group 58 •. ; U.S.S. LEXINGTON in station 1.5090 as guide. At 
1219 Task Group 58.3 consisting of the U.S.S. YORKTOVvN, U.S.S. 
LANGLEY, U.S"S. PRHJOETON, U.S.S. CANBERRA, U.S.S. SAN JUAN, U.S.S. 
:MAURY, U.S.S. CRAVEN, U.S.S. GRIDLEY, U.S.S. McCALL, U.S.S. CASE, 
U.S.S. STANLEY, U.S.S. AUSBURNE, U.S.S. DYSON, U.S.S. CONVERSE, 
U.S.S. SPENCE, and U.S.S. THATCHER joined up and took assigned 
stations in formation 5-Roger. Guide in U.S.S. YORKTO~m in forma­
tion canter bearing 2150 (T), distance 4,500 yards, course 2850 (T), 
and axis 0750 (Tl. 1209 Re~r Admiral GI1~ER, U.S. Navy, in U.S.S. 
YORKTOV\1N assumed tactical command. of Task Group 58.3. Task Group 
58.9 now dissolved, DesRon 46 detached to report .to Task Group 
Commander of 58.1. 

Task Group Organization 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58.3) 

Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5) -- Rear Admiral GINDER 

YORKTOWN (F l (AIr Group 5) 
LEXINGTON (FF) (Air Group 16) (CTF 58, Vice Admiral MITSCHER) 
LANGLEY (Air Group 32) 
PRINCETON CUr Group 23) 
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Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1) --Vice Admiral LEE 

Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) -- Vice Admiral LEE 

BatDiv 8 (Temp.) -- Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U. S. S. lv1A.8SACHUSETTS (F) 
U.S.S. NORTE-I CAROLINA (FF) 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA (F) 
u:. S. S. ALABJIMA 

60/ahc 

Cruisers (Task Unit 58.3.13) 

U .S.S. LOUISVILLE (F) 

Rear Admiral OLDENDORF 

U. S. S. PORTLAND 
U.S.S. I1mIANAPOLIS 
U.S.S. CANBERRA 
U.S.S. SAN JUAN 

ScreeningLXJ,nit (Task Unit 58.3.4) -- Captain RIGGINS 

DesRon 6 -- Captain HIGGINS 

lVlAURY (F) 
CR4.VEN 
GRIDLEY 
McCALL 
CASE 

DesDiv 28 -- Commander BECK 

BANCROFT 
CALDWELL 
EDWARDS 
FRAZIER, 
MEADE 

DesRon 23 -- Commander CAVENAGH 

STAlIi'LEY 
C. F. AUSBURNE 
DYSON 
C01nrERSE (F) 
SI'ENCE 
~TCB:ER 
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Immediate superior in cOillmand -- Vice Admiral MI'['SCHER in the 
IEXIJ\UTON, COJIl.mander Task Force 58. 

During d~ylight hours the three carrier task ~roups were 
formed in compliance with ComCenPac despatch and Operation Plan 
no. CEN 8-44 and formed Fleet Cruising Disposition 5-Tare. Received 
Officer Messenger mail from U.S.S. MEADE; 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

00 37.8' N. 
1~50 19.3' E. 

28 March 1944 

1200 Position 

00 )8.9' N. 
1440 )4.6' E. 

2000 Position 

00 45.7' N. 
1420 )8.4' E. 

Steaming as before. At dawn cOTOll1enced fueling operatiens, 
topping .off all d~stroyers, in formatien 5-Roger at speed 10 knots 
on course 275.0 (T). Ships not fueling zig-zag independently on 
station. Delivered the following fuel at 600 F.: 

U.S. S. Blll'lCROFT 25, )90 gallens 
U.S.S.CALDWELL -- )0,015 gallons 
U.S.S. DYSON -- )2,625 gallons 

Time for fueling 072) to 1002. Fueling operation for formation 
completed at 1015. At 1126 changed station te station assigned 
in Commander Task Group 58.) Operation Order No. G6-44 dated ' 
27 March 1944. U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS assigned to station 4.5040. 

Received Officer Messenger mail from the U.S.S. CALDR~LL. 

At 1420 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported unidentified aircraft 
bearing 2880 tT), distance 45 miles. At this time A.S.P. was 
having trouble with "weak lights" resulting in numerous uniden­
tified aircraft reports. O. T. C. changed formation to 5-Victer­
Dog. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS station 40)0. Course 2750 (T) and 
axis 075.0 (T). 'Ship went to Air Defense stations and set Material 
Readiness Zebra. Unidentified aircraft intercepted by fighter 
and positively identified as B-24. B-24 escorted by fighter to 
center of formation and identified as shore based search sector 
aircraft. O.T.C. continued to exercise task group in emergency 
measures. At 1521 formed cruising formation 5-Victor-Nan and 
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continued emergen~y maneuver drill. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS station 
4.5040. 1555 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger. Secured from 
Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness II-Able and 
Material Readiness Yoke. 

Aircraft placed in Condition of Readiness number nine. 

At 2000 changed fleet course to 3000 (T). 

At 2335 U.S.S. McCALL, a picket, reported an unidentified 
aircraft bearing 2880 (T), distnace 12 miles. Went to l\ir Defense 
stations and set Material Readiness Zebra. Contact reported was 
identified as rain cloud. Secured from Air Defense and set Condi­
tion of Readiness II and Material l1eadiness Yoke. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Posi tion . 

29 lvrarch 1944 

1200 Position 

30 16.6' N. 
13$0 22.2' E. 

2000 Position 

40 05.8' N. 
1360 40.9' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to a ttack point for air bomb­
ardment of Japanese Advanced Base, Palau Island, by carrier air­
craft present. Carriers . maintaining ASP and CAP throughout. the 
daylight hours. At 0500 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported surface contact 
1970. (T), 30,000 yards and U.S.S. BL'NKER HILL has contact 0460 (T), 
40,000 yards. U.S.S. LEXI~UTON identified BUNKER HILL contact as 
two friendly destroyers. We have rain squall on U.S.S. LEXINGTON 
contact. U.S.S. ME.ADE sent to investigate LEXINGTON contact and 
r.eported it to be a r.ain squall. 1310 U. S.S. LEXINGTON repori;ed 
her fighters shot down one Japanese aircraft, typ.E "Betty". During 
period 1310 to 1713 several unidentified aircraft were reported 
by various ships that soon were identified as friendly. Several 

.planes had weak recognition signals which would not show up at 
long ranges. Planes in that status',were ordered to stay inside 10 

-miles of formation. At 1713 ASP patrol reported sighting Japanes~ 
type "Betty'" plane. Fig~ters were viildlhored out and plane immediately 
elJ.mina ted at about 35 IUJ.les 3020 from formation. 1722 Another 

(53) 
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Japanese aircraft type "Betty" was sighted by AsP and fighters 
vectored out. Plane was sighted b~t never shot down. Last 
report fighters were still searching. Plane more than likely 
reported to base and returned to base. 1740 Set cours,e 2900 (T). 
1923 Raid 1 designated bearing 270 0 (T), 55 miles. 1944· Went to 
General Q,uarters. Between 1923 and 2400 seven raids were designated 
and closed this formation. None of the raids were favorable targets 
for this vessel. At 1945 formed battle disposition 5-Victor-Nan, 
U. S. S. MASSACfmSl!;'l'TS in station 4.5040. ]i!ane.e.vered at various 
speeds and courses to avoid attacks by placing stern to direction 
of attack. 2053 After recovery of all aircraft O.T.C. gave orders 
to open fire on good solution in accordance with doctrine. 2054 
Observed gunfire from ships ahead and sighted plane on fire cross­
ing ahead from port to starboard. I'lane crashed in water bearing 
0050 (R) andillilllediately burst into flames. From 2120 to 2140 
observed sporadic gunfire from Task Groups 58.1 and 58.2. 2240 
Unidentified aircraft observed passing overhead from starboard to 
port. Attacks completed and remaining aircraft trackec10n course 
for· b'l.se at Palau ..Island. Set Condition One-Easy and iiiaterial 
Condl""cion Yoke for ventilation only. Destroyer screen moved out 
to circle six. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 l"osition 

30 March 1944 

1200 Posit ion 2000 Position 

50 55.3' N. 
1350 24.2' E. 

. Steaming as b'efore in formation 5-Victor-Nan wj.th destroyer 
screen on circle six en route to initial point for aerial bombard­
ment of Palau Island, by carrier based planes. This is "King Day". 
At 0635 carriers. commenced launching initial strikes and 1,SI' and 
CAP pat1"ols. strikes and patrols lll'lintained throughout the day 
in accordance wi th air plan contained in GomTaskIi'or Operation 
Order No. 4-h4, a total of six strikes per carrier task grollP. 
C?ntrol of the air Vias gained immediately ["fter fh'st strike-by \TF 
alrcraft •. Jlt 1415 formed crLi.ising o.is rosi tion 5~Roger. 19/"3 
Went to General Quarters for dusk alert. 1945 Various reports of 
u~identifi ed ai::crsft, most of which were identified as friendly 
alrcraft; return_lug fro:tl last strike. U.S.iS. EA,88,;'~CtillSETTS rejjorted 
unidentified aircraft 1150 (,r) distance 11 niles, WhIch closed 
formation at altitude of :20,000 feet. )'lane was taken under fire 

( 5h) 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


BB59lu2 -1/),16-3/ 60/ahc 

by various ships but not, brought down. j,t 2836 a.ll friendly 
r:l~lnes recovered and O.~r..C. retorted radar scrGe"ns all clear. 
201,1, Unidentified aircraft at 3200 ('I') , distance 30 idles, desig­
nated Raid I by U;:;U:;OTON. 2046 Unidentified aircraft; re1'orted 
by LEXINGTON bearing 1000 ('I') , dis:;mlce 20 i'liles, designated . 
Baid II. Raid I. estimated to be 1:) to 12 y:lanes. 204,7 Haio. II 
at ono ('r) distance 9;i miles, and r;onsists of 3 CD 5 plance, clos­
inc fast. 201.8 Raid II bro}con up into three parts, Raid II-A at. 
0800 ('1'), 7~ miles; Raid 11-3 at 0950 ('1') lL miles. Raid II-A 
passed LInder stern at distance of.' l~ m.iles and ts.ken under fire by 
secondary battery. 201,9 Unidentified aircraft at 305 0 ('1'), is 
'1 d ('15 0 (''1'' 7 "'I 'an' ],- 'l'le o "'107 'T n ~ H('}3(""'" illl6san v ,.J, )..lll8S .j.{.', _)~n. ....,.;~ \,) .. 0.,::;:) • ...; .• "'""",:· .. ,c:H··: .. ·.). 

rCljorted possible use of ~:'lindo'\.\!s at 0100 (T), 30 iniles. j\t 2117 
Raid IV designated at 025 0 (T), 2hmiles; two planefl. 2117 Raid 
III at 0980 ('1'), 17 ztile s. 2123 t'laid TII closing 0700 ('1'), 16 
Juiles, 2125 Raid IV closing at 0800 ('1') 9 miles. 1\,lII'neu to sOilth­
'Nard and then nort11ward at 2126 and closing at 0750 ('1'), 8 miles. 
2133 J:1aids III and IV sEminated by glUlfire by Task 'Group 58.2. 
2145 Haid I at 0520 tTl ll-5 miles. Raid I never closed formation 
and may have acted as tracking plB.ne directing attacks. 211.6, 
Haid VII .designated at 1200 ('1'), 60 miles. 2148 Haid V now at 
1050 (T);8k miles. Raid V closed to 04.0 0 ('1') 5 miles and tllrned 
north. 2207 Raid VII closed forrnation unO. Ils8d ';dndoVJ8 • Caused 
tracking c.irector 6Q,.lliped V'l ith FD T,:~k .• IY .radar to become confu.sed 
as, to true pil)S to follovv. Use ot: lNindows easily. idqn tifled and 
not effective against search radar but {!,B. ve some trou.ble to fire 
control radars in obt[dning good solution. .}Tarked tendency to 
lag be.hind and stay on wind.ow. naid VIII closed 'with Baid VII and 
thesp tLlrnecl to northward and 13,t 2345 was 315 0 ('1'), 30 J~i).es, hec~a.ea. 
for" base. jttacks aprarently COi:lpleted and raids tracl{ed .proceed'­
ing to base. :Our inc> t.he 8.tt~::.cks the form3. t ion was in IDa ttle forlna­
tion 5-Victor;"Nun. Tl1.e f'or.c.:.ation ~va.s ::rklneuveI'ed (:;.t high speeds 
and em.ergeney turn signal.s by the 0.1'.-::5 .. to keep atte.cklng raids 
i3.stern of' the formation. For eOinnlete details of the a.ction see 
COI;rr;;andine: Oincer's :1cti011 Rsport BB59/A9/A16-j/, secret serial 
0014, dated 14:pril 0, 19L,1+.Arcc(iJuni tion ex~oend8d: . ' •. 

119 

119 

Drojectiles 5<t/3C:· cal .. AA Con.u:\.on 'with I:ik:. 
l~ot YIX 22 
l::ot X -- 73 
I,ot V. -- 2L!-

'~l1arges 5f1 /3'2,; coal. flashless: 
'65 EiFDN 3968 
16 c:FDN 3547 
38 "1m! 5;274-. 

32 fuze: 
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Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

70 54.6' N. 
1360 22.8' E. 

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

31 March 1944 

1200 Position 

70 57.9' N. 
1360 27.4' E. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

70 08.4' N. 
1370 30.1' E. 

steaming as before, proceeding to northward with Task Groqp 
58.2 in fleet disposition 5-William to attack point for King plus 
One Day operations against Palau Island by Task Groups 58.2 and 58.3. 
Task Group 58.1 proceeding independently for operations against 
Yap Island on King Plus One Day. Task Group 58.3 in formation 
5-Victor-Nan with destroyer screen on circle six, course 040 0 (Tl, 
speed 16 knots, zig-za§ging• At 0318 U.S.S. IEXINGTON reported 
surface contact at 346· (T), 52,000 yards @nd amplified at 0333 
to bear 3440 (Tl, distance 23 miles. Evaluated to be Blue subma­
rine on station east of Palau Island. Course of contact 2060 (T), 
speed 10. This contact was never on U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS radar . 
screens. At 0507 Task Group 58.2 reported surface contact 1020 (Tl, 
35,000 yards on COurse 3000 (T), speed 15 knots. Two destroyers 
dispatched by 58.2 to investigate. Contact was identified as 
Japanese AK (small) and was destroyed by gunfire. 0606 Lookouts 
reported AK on fire and sinking. 0654 U.S.S. LEXINGTON launched 
night fighters. 0700 Commenced King plus One Day operations 
against Palau Island, By 0740 four raids were designated between 
formation and objective. Fighter strike ordered to intercept 
en route to target. None of· the raids closed the formation. At 
0751 formed battle formation 5-Victor-Nan. Strikes in air ordered 
not to proceed to target until situation cleared. Strikes ordered 
in to target area at 0801. At 0829 set Readiness Condition I-Easy. 
Carriers maintaining strikes, ASP and CAP as scheduled. 1400 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS assumed rescUe plane duty during absence of 
U.S.S. ALABAMA planes on a rescue mission. 1510 Set Conditt on of 
Readiness II-Able. 1555 Carrier operations for King plus One Day 
completed. Commenced retirement to rendezvous wi.th Task Group 
58.1 and thence to attack point for King plus 2 Day operations 
against Woleai Island. 1608 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger. 
~ 1946 went to General Q,uarters for dusk alert •. At 2003 formed 
Battle formation 5-Victor-Nan. 2200 Unidentified aircraft reported 
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at 3350 (Tl, 35 miles, course 2600 (Tl. speed 180 knots, and faded 
from screen at 3100 (T), 40 miles. Plane on course headed for 
Palau Island. :2225 Set Condition of Readiness I-Easy. Screen 
ordered out to circle six by O.T.C. 

Submitted: 

Approved: ... 7. "5i'r-~71< .~~ ?{/ 
t~-- ~ /"...-r. -t.~~ 
T. D. Run OCK, " 

Copy to: 
CinCPac 

Captain,U.S. Navy, 
Commanding 

flBu.~ ,_f) . 
D •. CARLSON, 
Commander, U.S. Navy, 
Navigator • 
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MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc i ,~ 

1 April 1944,~k:! 
CONFIDENTIAL 

0800 Position 

Lat. 60 ;9.4' N. 
Long. 1410 27.9' E. 

1200 Position 2000 Position ""~~"'~ '. 

60 26.0' N. 
1420 28.5' E. 

Steaming in company with Task Force 58, U.S.S. MASSACEU­
SETTS assigned to Task Group 58.; (Carrier Task Group), organi­
zation as follows: 

(a) 

(b) 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58 .• ;) 

Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.;.5) -- Rear Admiral GINDER 

YORKTOWN (F) (Air Group 5) 
LEXINGTON (FF) (Air Group 16)(CTF 58, Vice Admirar· 
LANGLEY (Air Group 32) MITSCRER)' 

"PRINCETON (Air Group 2;) 

Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1) -- Vice Admiral LEE 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) 

BatDiv 8 (Temp.) -- Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U.S.S. MASSACEUSETTS (F) 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA (FF) 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA (F) 
U.S.S. ALABAMA 

(2) Cruisers (Task Unit 58.3.13) -- Rear Admiral OLDENDORF 

LOUISVILLE (F) 
.PORTLAND. 
INDIANAPOLIS 
CANBERRA 
SAN JUAN 

. 72998 f\ltalD 
• 

(58) 
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(c) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.3.4) -- Captain Higgins 

DesRon 6 -- Captain Higgins 

MAURY GRIDLEY 
CRAVEN McCALL 

CASE 

DesDiv 28 -- Commander BECK 

BANCROFT . EDWARDS 
CALDWELL FRAZIER 

MEADE 

DesRon 23 -- Commander CAVENAGH 

STANLEY CONVERSE (F) 
C. F. AUSBURNE SPENCE 
DYSON THATCHER 

RearAdmiral GUNDER, U.S. Navy, Task Group Commander in U.S.S. 
YORKTOWN. Immediate Superior in Command, Vice Admiral MITSCHER 
in U.S.S. LEXINGTON, Commander Task Force 58. 

Task Group en route to initial point for air bombardment 
of WOleai Island by combined Task Force 58. At 0629 U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS relieved U.S.S.ALABAMA of plane rescue duty, 
planes on readiness of 15 minutes' notice throughout the day. 
Carriers commenced launching initial strikes, ASP and CAP 
patrols. Maintained continuous flow of strikes toward the 
target. 0955 Formed cruising ·formation 5-Roger, having been 
in battle formation 5-Victor-Nan carried over from 31 March 
1944. MASSACHUSETTS in station 4.5040 on axis 0750 (T), course 
1300 (T). Made various courses and speeds to conform with 
flight operations. 1027 U.S.S. CONVERSE reported and investi­
gated object in water bearing 0080 tT), distance 5 miles. 
Object was small Japanese boat with two occupants, who were 
made prisoners of war and boat sunk. 1156 U.s.S. CABOT and 
aircraft over target area reported sighting 16 Japanese aircraft, 
type "Betty". 1159 Formed battle formation 5-Victor-Nan. 
Went to Air Defense stations and set Material Condition Zebra. 
Aircraft in target area reported fighter shooting down 
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Japanese aircraft that were airborne. 1325 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA· ,. 
left station wi th V.S.S. CASE, McCALL, and GRIDLEY as screening . "": ;j 
vessels to fuel U.S.S. STANLEY, who was low on fuel. Screens~' 
ordered out to circle six by O.T.C. 1354 set Condition of 
Readiness II-Able as imminence of an air attack improbable. 
1428 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA and destroyers regained formation and 
took up old assigned stations. 1519 Operations against Woleai 
Island completed. Commenced retirement to southward to fueling 
rendezvous and to base to eastward. Set fleet course 1600 (T). 
Speed 22 knots. 1920 Set condition or radar silence #3 •. 
Carriers have radar guard duties. Secured from plane rescue 
duty at sunset. ' 

0800 Position 

Lat. 10 34.0' N. 
Long. 1450 24.9' E. 

2 April 1944 

.1200 Position 

00 38.5' N. 
1460 09.7' E. 

2000 Position 

00 17.3' N. 
1470 25.7' E. 

Steaming as before, retiring to base after aerial bomb­
ardment of Palau, Yap, and Woleai Islands. on fleet course 
1600 (T) at fleet speed 22 knots. 0808 Formed cruising forma­
tion 5-Roger. 1051 U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA reported unidentified 
aircraft at 2400 (T). 94 miles. and later identified as friendly. 
1024 Changed fleet course to 1300 l T} • 1204 Commenced fueling 
operations in formation 5-Roger on fueling course 1050 (T) at 
fueling speed-10 knots. Vessels not engaged in fueling des­
troyers zig-zag on station independently. Delivered to the 
below listed vessels the quantity of fuel indicated, at 600 F. 

U .S.S. CASE -- 71.410 gallons 
U.S.S. FRAZIER -- 87.390 gallons 
U.S.S. CALDWELL -- 89.980 gallons. 

1905 Fu~ling operations completed. Changed fleet course to 
1000 (T) and, fleet speed to 16 knots. 2240 U.S.S. CONVERSE 
reported possible submarine contact and.lpst contact at 2255. 

- . 

0800 Position 

Lat. 00 10.6' s. 
Long. 1500 11.2' E. 

3 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 20.1' S. 
1510 07.8' E. 

(60) 

2000 Position 

, 0 0 36.8' S. 
l5~0 04.2' E. 
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Steaming as before, retiring to base after aerial bombard- ,', 
ment of Palau, Yap, and Woleai Islands. Numerous unidentified --<c', 
aircraft reported throughout the day, all identified as friendly. . 
Weather generally overcast throughouo the day. Car~iers main-
tained CAP and ASP patrol until about 1500, when all planes were 
recAlled due to weather front. Remained in weather front for 
the rest of the day. 

OSOO Position 

Lat. 10 10.0' S. 
Long. 1560 15.7' E. 

4 April 1944 

1200 Position 

10 11.0' s. 
1560 44.7' E. 

2000 Position 

00 OS.O' s. 
15So lS.2' E. 

Steaming as before, retiring to base at ,Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, after aerial bombardment of Palau,' Yap, and 
Woleai Islands. Remained in weather front throughout the day. 
Due to weather, CAP and ASP patrols were grounded. OS48 
Changed course to 0900 (T). 1200 Changed course to 0600 (T). 
Fleet speed throughout the day 17 knots and zig-zagging using 
plan 6 during daylight period. 

5 April 1944 (East Longitude Date) 

OSOO Position 1200 ,Position 2000 Position 

Lat. 3,0 32.e' N.jE P 2Q !))].O' N.) '30 06.0' N')E P 
Long. 1600 42.7' E.) • '1610 2S.0' E-.)E,P· 163° l8;S' E.) •• 

steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, aftee aerial bombardment of Palau, Yap, and 
Wo1eai Islands. Overoast weather with frequent line squalls 
persisted throughOut the day. All airoraft grounued due to 
mncertain weather. No navigational observations possible 
throughout the day. 1830 Changed oourse to 0500 (T). 1946 
Changed oourse to 0~90 (T). 

5 April 1944 (West Longitude Date) 

OSOO Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 

Lat. 40 46.0' N. 50 21.9' N. 60 33.8' N. 
Long. 1650 38.9' E. 1660 34.6' E. 1670 54.3' E. 

" 
(61 ) 4 
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Steaming .as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, a1'ter aerial bombardment of Palau, Yap, and 
Woleai Islands. Weather continued overcast until about 1400, 
when obwervations of the sun were possible. All aircraft 
continued ,to be grounded throughout the day. At 0000 changed 
time and date to correspond to that of zone !12. At 0900 
Commander Task Force 50 directed task group commanders to 
proceed to port independentlg, order of entry 58.2, 58.3, and 
58.1. Changed course to 040 (T). 1430 Changed course to 
035 0 (T). 1505 Changed course to 0300 (T). 1700 Changed course 
to 0750 (T). 

0800 Position 

Lat. 70 26.7' N. 
Long. 1700 36.8' E. 

6-7 April 1944 

1200 Positioh 2000 Position 

Entering and at anchor in Berth 76, 
Majoro Atoll, Marshall Islands. 

Steaming as before, retiring to base at Majuro Atoll, 
Marshall Islands group, after aerial bombardment of Ralau, Yap, 
and Woleai Islands. uarriers launched aircraft 1'or ASP, relieved 
by battleship aircraft when entry into port was ordered at 
0900. Order of entry, carriers, battleships, cruisers, and 
destroyers. Recovered aircraft upon anchoring. Conducted 
test of Mark 32-10 fuzes, expending the 1'ollowingammunition: 

I~'.~~, ~,,~I , ~._v co 
- 0 

t~ 1 ~i 

·til..~',~11 
.1g ~ \' 
.' 'ii' I 
I =. 
I· <:, If 

"\"'. , " , 

.. ' " 
>,;;- . '~-"'.:\":'. 

.' 

24 pl)ojectiles 5"/38 cal. .AA Com •. Mk. 35 with a Mk. 32 fuze. 
24 charges.! 5"/38 caliber: 

14 Sl"'D 4744 
9 SPD 4977 
l'SPD 4937. 

At 1219 passed channel entrance buoys abeam to port and starboard, 
proceeding on various courses at various speeds' approaching 
anchorage. At 1313 anchored in Berth 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshall' 
Island Group. Set the port war watch and normal port routine, 
Material Condition X-ray during daylight hours and Yoke during 
the hours 01' darkness. Ship placed ~n six hours' readiness for 
getting underway. Radar guard duty as assigned by ComBatPac. 
Senior 01'ficer Present A1'loat is ComCenPac in U.S.S. NEW JERSEY. 
SOPA administrative b ComSerRon TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE. Commenced 
routine schedule of ship's maintenance and repair, training and 
recreation of personnel. Commenced readiness for sea routines. 
At 1842 U.S.S. SARANAC came alongside to starboard and commenced 

• (62) 
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delivering fuel at 1905. At 2318 completed fueling, having 
received 1,308,342 gallons of burnable fuel at 600 F. 

On 7 April U.S.S. SARANAC cleared starboard side, fuel­
ing operations having been'completed. Commenced provisioning 
ship to required 90 day supply. Ship placed on 24 hours' 
readiness for getting underway by CTG 58.3. 

Approved: 

" 

Submitted: 

',.~ 

t2--.v-/~~ 
T. D.~, , 
Captain, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding. 

~ 
D. CARLSON, 
Commander, U.S. Navy, 
Navigator. 
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II-.hble. J,t 1105 placed aircraft in Condition of Readiness 11 for· '\::' 
Aircraft Hescue Duty. ,'t 1517 ca tap.ul ted plane ;'''01413 for aircraft .., 
rescue mission, pilot Lieutenant C. C. l~n~SWOHlTI, u.S.N., passenger· "' .... ,.: 
MOUDY, D. L., j~Hh; lc, 410-75":98, U • .3.N.H., to attempt rescue of 
pilot shot down over TRL'K ATOLl, by anti-aircraft fire. At 1712 
recovered plane #011.,.13, reillUrnecl from resolle "lission, h'aving picked 
up Lieut. (jg) C. L. WFTIN, U.S.N.R., 1.5 miles Iflortheast of 
UDOT I3LLND in the lagoon of THliK ATOLL in range of enemy anti­
aircraft batteries. 1830 iill air strikes recovered and operation 
against TRL'K completed. Co~nenced retirement on course 040 0 ('1') 
at speed 18 knots. ;,t 1:;'00 unidentified aircrtlft in vicinity 
near own aircraft being recovered prior to sunset. "t about 1914 
observed aircraft dive out of clouds on U.3.;3. LEXINGTON and 
release ·bomb and retire to westwar.d. Bomb flee short of vessel t s 
port side, b bout 100 y-ards. _,ircraft taken under fire by the 
U.S.S. LEXINGTON. U.S.S. ],·u:,.S3ACHUSETl'S guns could not bear on 
target. "ircraft identified as a J",panese dive-bomber, type 
"Kate" or "Val". 1915 Went to Air Defense stations and set 
Material Condition Zebra. U.S.S. ENTERPRISE launched two night 
fighters which proceeded to TRUK area. Jet 2034 set Condition 
of Readiness II and Material Condition toke. At 2119 changed 
course to 0900 ('1'). ,',t 2140 U .3.3. EtiT~;n})RISE recovered two 
night fit;llters. i,t 2141 changed course to 0300 (T). At 2300 
changed couxse to 1400 ('1'), proceeding to area of operations 
for Dog plus two day, surface bombardment of PONA1'El.SLiu'\fD by 
battleships. . 

Submitted: 

/j1 
Lpproved: i/( .. ,./j/~' ... ~ .' ,-1.\&.( (? _ 

-.-~ 'w. ~11 J...ICK, -. 
Oaptain, U.S. Navy. 
Cominanding. 

@.J~, 
Commander,· U.S. 
Navigator. 

Navy, 
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8-12 April 1944 

. Moored in berth #76, Darritt Anchorage, Majuro Atoll of 
the MARSHALL ISLAND group. ,['he Port War Watch is set and Material 
Condition Yoke from sunset to sunrise, an.d Material Condition 
X-ray from sunrise to sunset. The ship is in readiness for 
getting underway on twenty-four hours' notice. Radar guard as 
directed by ComBatPac. Senior Officer Present Afloat is ComCenPac 
in U.S.S. NEVi JERSEY, and Administrative SOPA is ComSerRon TEN 
in the U.S.S. PRAIRIE. U.S.S. 11ASSACHUSETTS assigned to 'rask 
Group 58.), Task Group organization as follows: 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58.3) 

(a) Carrier Unit (Task Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral Ginder 

YORKTOWN (F) 
LEXINGTON (FF) 
LANGLEY 
PRINCETON 

(Air Group 5) 
(Air Group 16) (CTF58, Vice Admiral MITSCHER) 
(Air Group 32) 
(Air Group 23) 

(b) Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1), Vice Admiral LEE, Jr. 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) 

BatDiv 8 \ Temporary) , Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS (F) 
U.S.S. NORTH CAROLINA (FF) 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admiral HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUTH DAKOTA (F) 
U.S. S. ALABAMA 

(2) Cruisers ( 58.3.13). Rear Admiral OLDENDORF 

LOUISVILLE l :F" 
PORTLA1:;'D 
IHDIANAPOLIS 
CANBERRA 
SAN JUAN· 
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(c) Screening Unit (Task Unit 58.).4) -- Captain HIGGINS 

DesRon 6 -- Captain Higgins 

MAURY 
CRAVEN 
McCALL 
GRIDLEY 
CASE 

DesDiv 28 -- Commander Beck 

BANCROFT (F) 
CALDWELL 
EDWARDS 
FRAZIER 
MEADE 

DesRon 23 -- Commander Cavenagh 

STANLEY 
C. F. AUSBURNE 
DYSON 
CONVERSE (F) 
SPENCE 
THATCHER 

Task Group Commander, Rear Admiral GINDER in U.S.S. YORKTOWN, and 
Immediate Superior in Command Vice Admiral MITSCHER in U.S.S. 
LEXINGTON, Commander Task Force 58. 

Ship carrying on normal port routine, upkeep, maintenance 
and repair commensurate wi.th 24 hour readiness restriction. 
Provisioning ship, taking on ammunition, stores, and fuel and 
making all preparations for operations at sea. Carrying on routine 
training and instruction of crew and granting recreation when 
possible. 

On 8 April at 1155, after completion of drills and personnel 
and ship inspection by Captain T. D. RUDDOCK Jr., U.S.N., and 
Captain W. W. WJffiLICK, U.S. Navy (prospective relief), all hands 
were assembled aft for change of co~~and ceremonies. Captain 
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T. D. RUDDOCK, Jr., U.S. Navy, read his orders of detachment 
BB59/P16-4/00 dated. 2 April 1944. Captain W. W. WARLICK, U.S. 
Navy, read his orders as Commanding Officer, Pac-026-wt, 
P16-3/0K, Serial 1913, dated 31 March 1944, and relieved 
Captain T. D. RUDDOCK, Jr., U.S. Navy as Commanding Of'ficer of 
the U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS. 

On April 8, 1944, received the following ammunition from 
ComSerRon TEN: 

1722 projectiles, 5"/38 oaliber, AA Common, Mk. 28 
B.D. fuze •. 

558 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless gPD 4960. 
184 charges 5"/38 caliber flashless, 3PD 5323. 

The following ammunition was transferred to ComSerRon TEN: 

139 charges 5"/38 caliber smokeless, SPD 4977 -- defect­
ive cases. 

On April 11, 1944 shifted berths to oonduot anti-aircraft 
maohine gun praotioe at towed sleeve while at anohor during 
forenoon and 5"/38 oaliber praotice at towed sleeve during after­
noon. Returned to regular anchorage, berth #76, at 1653. Expended 
the following ammunition: . 

2,267 cartridges, 40 ~W. 
4,350 cartridges, 20 *. 

148 projeotiles, 5"/38 caliber All. Common 1'Jk. 18 fuze. 
149 oharges 5"/38 caliber SPD 4747. 

On 12 April received the following ammunition from the 
U.S.S. LASSEN': . 

148 projectiles; AA Co=on Mk. 28 fuze, 5"/38 caliber. 
43 projeotiles, AA Common lVlk. 32 fuze, 5"/38 caliber • 

•. . iI!50 charges 5"/38 caliber, SPD 5206. 
360 cartridges, H.E.I., 20 MM. 
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Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

Wiill DIARY 

13 April 1944 

1200 1'os1 ti on 

At anchor, Berth 1}76, Majuro lctoll, 
Marshall Islands. 

2000 Position 

70 10.8' N. 
1690 '54.5' E. 

Anchored as before. 1145 Completed all preparations for 
getting underway. At 1201 underway in accordance with Commander 
Task Force 58 sortie plan and Commander Task Group 58.3 sortie 
plan to carry out COlXlllillnder Tusk Force 58 Operation Plan no. 5-44 
dated 9 April 1944 and Commander Task Group 58.3 supporting 
Operation Erder R-1-44 dated 11 April 1944; U.S.S. riASSACHUSETTS 
assigned to Task Group 58.3 

Task Group Organization 

Carrier 'I'ask Group Three (TG 58.3) 

. (a) Carrier Unit ('fask Unit 58.3.5), Rear Admiral RgEVES. 

ENTERPRISE (F) 
LEXING TON (FF) 
LANGLEY 
PHINCETON 

(idr Group 10) 
(Air- Group 16) (CFF 58, Vice Admiral J.iITSCfmR) 
(Air Group 32) 
(Air Group 23) 

(b) Support Unit (Task Unit 58.3.1), Vice Admiral LEE. 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit 58.3.12) 

Ba tDi v 8 (Tempora ry ) 

MASSACHUSETTS (F) 
NORTIi CAROLINA (FF) 

Rear icdmiral G. B. DAVIS. 

BatDiv 9 -- Rear Admirul lLNilON. 

SOUTH DAr: OTA un 
i\Li~B1J::Ji 
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(2) Crui sers (Task Uni t 58.3.13), Hear 1,dmiral OlDl~NDOHF 

lOUI,9VILLE (F) 
rORTLAND 
CLNbERRA 

(c) Screening Unit ('l]!sk Unit 58Jdtl -- Cuptain S. R. CLLRK. 

DesRon 23 -- Captain T. B. DUGAN. 

DesDiv 45 

CHARLE~ AUSBURNE (SF) 
A. W. GRANT 
DYSON 

DesDiv 46 

CONVERSE (F) 
SFI!:NCE 
'TIm TCIiER 

DesRoIL2.Q 

DesDiv 99 

C. K. BRONSON (SF) 
COTTEN 
DORTCH 
GA1'LING 
HJi;J;l.Y 

DesDiv 100 

COGSWELL (F) 
CAPERTON 
INGERSOn 
NNAPI' 

Commander Task Group 58.3 is Rear Admiral .T. W. REEVES, .Tr., U.S. 
Navy and Imlllediate Superior in Comllland Vice Admir«l M. A. MITSCHERj 
U.S. Navy. 
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At 1350 upon clearing swept channei formed cruising for­
mation 5-Roger on course 0600 (T) and axis 0750 (T), U.S.S. 
MASSACHIJSETTS in station 4225. At 1435 changed course to 2650 ('1') 
to proceed to station in fleet disposition 5-Tare on fleet course 
2550 (T), fleet axis 0(5 0 (T), at fleet speed 15 knots. Task 
Group 58.3 in station Ill. At 1630 in station in fleet 'sisposition 
5-Tare. Changed fleet speed to 18 knots. 

Ship in Condition of Readiness II-dugar during. daylight 
and II during darkness. Material Readine,',s Yoke is set. Aircraft 
Readiness. #9, Hadar Silence #5 during daytime and 114 during dark­
ness. 

U.S.S. lvlicSSACHUSETTS and U.S.S. LEXING'l'ON have radar guard 
"Easy" on even days. 

Lat. 
Long. 

14 h.pril 19~·4 

0800 I'osi tion 1200 Posi ti on 2000 Position 

40 01.9' N. 
165 0 23.7' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. At 0310 changed fleet course to 2300 (T). 
During hour before sunrise held rndar training exercise Two-Easy I 
destroyer acting as target vessel. At 1048 formed, battle formation 
5~Victor, U.S.S. lvlASSACHUS~~TTS in station 4.5220, U.S.S. ENTERPHISE 
guide at center bearing 115 0 (T), di stance 4,500 yards. Formation 
maneuvered for drill by O.T.C. durin!,: simulated air dive bombing 
attacks bJ' carrier planes. 1222 Formed cruising formation 5-Roger 
on fleet course 2300 (T), formation .. ' ~xis 075 0 .(T).jGuide in 
U.S.S. ENTEHPRISE bearing 1200 (T), distance 4,000 yards. 2031 
U.S.S. ENTEHPRISE reported man .overboard. Man recovered by U.S.S. 
SPENCE at 2055. At 211110 set all clocks back one (1) hour to 

. conform with zone f13 (Love) time wi th zone f12da teo 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

10 50.0' N. 
1620 31.1' E. 

16 April 1944 

1200 1'osi tion 

1 0 03.0' N. 
1620 10.4' E. 

2000 Position 

00 13.5' N. 
1600 34.8' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
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" of Task Force 77. At 0000 put the cibocks ahead 24 hours to conform ",,>,~ 
with zone -11 (Love) time and date. During dayli("ht hours carrier ;, 
aircraft maintaining A.S.l'. and C.A.P. Lt 0610 U.S.S. CONVE,cSE, 
target vessel for surface radar tracking exercise "II-Easy", 
rejoined forrnation. 0757 Formed battle disposition 5-Victor on 
course 2300 (T) and axis 075 0 (T) to conduct exercise l2-Charlie. 
At 115$ fired machine guns to starboard at sleeves towed by 
carrier aircraft. 1206 Completed exercise l2-Charlie, having 
expended the following ammunition: 

115 cartridges, 40 MM. 
379 cartridges, 20 MM (75 H.E.T. and 3Q4 H.E.). 

1221 Formed cruising forma ti on 5-Roger on fleet course 2300 (T) 
and formation axis 075 0 (T); formation course 2600 (T) to close 
TF 5$. 1543 Changed course to 2800 (T). 1717 Changed course to 
fleet course 230 0 (T), formation in position in fleet disposition. 
During lilfternoon held fighter director drill, 'U.S.S. MASSACHUSET1'S 
controlling two runs. iY:ade one interception and drill attack planes 
reached objective on second run. Communications with combat patrol 
very poor, possibly due to location of transmitting antenna and 
aircraft receivers. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

1 0 15.1' s. 
1570 46.1' E; 

17 April 1944 

1200 Position 

1 0 HI.5' S. 
1560 51.0' E. 

2000 Position 

0 0 45.6' S. 
1540 46.3' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to area 'to support operations 
of Task ]'orce 77. Carriers maintaining C.A.P. and A.S.P. during 
daylight hours. O~serving radar silence 114 durins darkness and 
radar silence #5 during daylight. 0515 Changed fleet course to 
280 0 (T). At 0847 formed battle formation 5-Victor to conduct 
exercise l2-A, machine gun practice. 1025 Sighted friendly FBY 
type plane, probably search plane from IvlUNDA, New Georgia Isihahd, 
bearing 2400 (T), on southerly course. 1121 Formed cruising 
disposition 5-Roger'on completion of Exercise l2-A. During 
afternoon, battleships maintained A.S.P. patrol with each ship 
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1aunohing one airoraft at 1210 and 1510. 
by Dog method at 1525 and 1820. 

Made airoraft recoveries 

At 1506 formed battle formation 5-Viotor to oonduot Exeroise 
12-A. 1707 Commenoed opening out on guide, maintaining present 
bearing 1150 (T), to fire maohine guns. U.S.S. PORTL~qo shot down 
last available sleeve. Exeroise 12-A completed for the day. 1743 
Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on fleet oourse 2800 (T) at fleet 
speed 17 knots. At 18)0 set all c100ks back one (1) hour to 
oonform with zone -10 (King) time. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Posi tion 

00 09.8' S. 
1510 34.6' E. 

18 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 07.1' N. 
1500 31.0' E. 

2000 Pos! tion 

00 16.0' N. 
1480 48.0' E. 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining A.S.P. and C.A.P. during 
daylight hours. Ship observing radar si1enoe #4 during darkness 
and radar silenoe#5 during daylight. At 0644 left station in ' 
formation 5-Roger and oleared screen to fire maohine guns 'at 
towed sleeve, Exeroise 12-A. 0713 Completed Exeroise 12-A, having 
expended the following ammunition: 

565 oartridges, 40 MlVI Ali. Common Mk. 1. 
1,532 oartridges, 20 MlVI, H.E. 

383 oartridges, 20 ~W, H.E.T. 

Resumed station in formation 5-Roger. 

At 1135 1aunohed one (1) airoraft for anti-submarine patrol 
and reoovered by the Dog method ,at 1452. 

At 1403 sighted unit of 'rask Unit 50.17 designated to fuel 
Task Group 58.3. 

At 1519 U.S.S. ALABAMA reported unidentified surfaoe con­
tact bearing 21f3° (T) tit 41,000 yards, later identified as carrier 
and escorts from,Task Group 58.1. j,t 1634 U.S.S. NEOSHO, U.S.S. 

• 
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LACKAWANNA, and U.S.S. l'.1ESHiJ>JTIC joined formation and took stations :l.·· .. , .". 
assigned at center.' U.S.S. NEOSHO designated guide at fleet center. ~" 
Carriers shifted to new stations in modified formation 5-Roger '00, ,'. "'~, 
with tankers present. 

One unidentified aircraft during the day, which 'approached 
formation to about 70 miles. Fighters from U.S.S. LANGLEY vectored 
out and sighted aircraft but unable to close. Estimate disposition 
not sighted. 

Easther during the day generally overcast wi,th freCluent 
showers and passing through heavy rain SClUalls. 

19 April 1944 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. Carriers maintaining A.S.P. and C.A.P. during 
daJrlight hours. hadar Silence 5 in effec,t during daylight and 
radar silence 4 in effect at night. 0345 C.T.G. 58.1 reported, 
three unidentified aircraft bearing 333 0 (T), distance 61 miles, 
71 miles from U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.S. hORNET of T.G. 58.1 
launched two night fighters. Aircraft desigm,ted as Raid I. 
Went to Air Defense stations at 0405. "ircraft continued to close 
formation with no friendly identification. Nie:ht fighters vectored 
out and made contact and identified plane as friendly "Black Cat" 
PBY Catalina. j,fter interception and gunfire by 58.1 aircraft 
showed proper identification. Planes were night patrols returning 
to base on course 1500 (T) in direction of S:KI'~ADLER HAhBOh, Admiral­
ty Islands. 0613~'ormed fuelincformation 5-Fox, bent line screen 
ahead, followed by cruiser station unit, fueling unit, battleship 
unit, and carrier uni1i'with 2,000 yards distance between unt:ts. 
Units not fueling zig-zagging in(;ependently. ]<'ueling course 0900 

(T) at fueling speed 10 knots. Ships fueled were Cl1's, eVL's and 
DD's. 1150 iueling exercise completed. U.S.S. l\ITiOSHO, U.S.S.· 
LACKAWANNA, and U.S.S. NESiIANTlG cleared formation and proceeded 
as previously directed. Formed cruising formation 5-Love on 
course 290 0 (T) and axis 075 0 (T). During afternoon exerci sed 

'. 'l'ask Group in sruface engagement, deploying from formation 5-Love 
into Battle Disposition Able-l from U.S.F. lO-A. 1315 tJ.S.S. 
BATA,AN fighters intercepted and shot down one enemy aircraft, 
type "Betty". 1457 Completed surface engagement exercise. 
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Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on course 090 0 (T) and formation 
axis 075 0 (T). 151f) Changed fleet course to 2750 (T) unO. changed 
fleet speed to 18 knot s. 

20 ;,pril 1944 

0800 I'osition 1200 Posi tion 2000 Position 

Lat. 1 0 19.7' N. 10 22.7' N. 1 0 5).4' N. 
Long. 1450 1.;8.5' E. 14)0 02.7' <, 1400 44.5' E. -"'. 

Steaming as before enroute to area to support operations 
of Task Force 77. Carriers in company maintaining A.S.l'. and 
C.A.P. during the daylight hours. Radar silence i1'4 in effect 
during darkness and radar silenCei\'5 during daylight hours. At 0623 
commenced topping off destroyers in formation, 5-Roger on fleet 
course 275 0 IT) at fleet speed 10 knots and completed fueling 
operations at. 0912, having fueled five destroyers. The U.S.S. 
FRi.ZD::R had difficulty remaining alongside, as she lost both hose 
lines after receiving them the first time. On the second attempt" 
the forward fuel hose wa,s destroo'e4 beyond repair. Completed the 
fueling on the after hose. Until more hose is obtained, can only 
fuel with the after hose on the starboard side. Delivered the 
following fuel to the ships indicated at 60 0 F.: 

U.S.B. l\'IcCALL 
u.s.;]. CHAVEN 
U • S • 8. lvlEl-illE 
U .S.S. BUl1.1IJS 
U.S.S. FRAZIER 

16,175 gallons. 
16,731 gallons. 
18,590 gallons. 
14,505 gallons. 
7,958 gallons. 

At 0957 U.S.S. ENTb"RPRISE reported an unidentified aircraft bear­
ing 3150 I'r) , distunce 50 miles, and at 1012 U.S.8. CO','I1'ENS reported 
her fighters had shot down one \ 1) Japanese aircraft, type nBetty~. 
At'10)6 changed fleet speed t.o 15 knots and commen,ced forming 
fleet disposition 5-Williain, fleet course 275 0 (T), 'fleet axis 0000 

IT). 1052 U.S.S. CANBEER.<l. reported sighting a submarine periscope 
1,000 yards on her st.arboard beam. ;:jet lvJa terial Condition Zebra 
and executed emergency turn to 035 0 (T). Contact proved to be 
fillihse, floating log, resumed fleet course and set Material Condition 
Yoke. Rotated the formation axis to 000 0 (T). ;.,.tl120 changed 
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n set sp eed to 20 knots, commencing final run to obj ecti ve, 
BAY, New Guinea. At 1200 changed fleet course to 285 0 (T). 
1940 chanGed course to 185 0 tT). lit 21)0 Changed course to 

21 ;.pri.l 191.4 

Hl.J1v1BOLT 
At 

1800 (T). 

0800 1'osi tion 1200 l'osi tion 2000 1'osi tion 

Lat. 1 0 28.9' S. 10 45.6' s. 1 0 )2.4' S. 
Long. 1400 24.0' E. 1400 .49.7' E. 1400 50.6' E. 

Steaming as before, making final approach to conduct 
preliminary air bombardment of Japanese WADF~E ISL1;ND Air Base, 
HOLLA1IDIA Air Base, and. shore installations in preparation of 
landing assault by Task Force 77 on D-day, 22 i.pril 1944. Initial. 
pre-dawn strikes delayed due to unfavorable weather. At 0655 weather 
cleared and all strikes were launched and air plan for day carried 
out as planned. U.S.S.lVlASSACHUSETTS conformed to movements of 
carriers in launching and recovery of aircraft ·throughout the 
day, making various courses and sIleeds. At 1806 all air strikes 
by Task Group 58.) completed for D - 1 day. At 1846 set course 
))00 (Tl at 18 knots for retirement during the early night and 
to avoid interception of TaskForce 77. 

22 April 1944 

0800 Posi tion 1200 :Fosi tion 2000 POsition 

Lat. 10 22.)'· S. 10 19.9' s. 1 0 40.2' s. 
Long. 1400 )).5' E. 140 0 54.8' E. 1400 54.0' E. 

-Steaming as before in area to northwest of HT.;1Ill30LT BAY, 
Netherlands New Guinea, in support of operations of Task Force 77, 
a landing at dawn this date, D-day, 22 l,pril 1944, at Humbolt 
Bay and TLNAH 2,:1mAH BAY, lV;etherlands New Guinea. Carrier aircraft 
to support operationsas·directed by Task Force 77 throughout the 
day. Commencing at 0618 carriers commenced launching aircraft 
for·scheduled opJ3rations and to maintain ASP and CAP throughout 
tile daylight hours. At 0602 assumed seaplane rescue duty. At 
HOO U.S.S. ALABAMA and U.S.S. SOU'l'H DAKOTA left formation escorted 
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by U.S.S. CAPER'fON and U. 8.,3. INGJ!:RSOLL to fUE?l destroyers of 
Task Group 58.1. 1647 U.S.:3 .• SOUTE DAKOTA and U.S.S. ALABAlllA 
and escorts rejoined formation, detached duty completed. At 
1653 commenced fueling operations in formation 5-Roger on course 
3350 (T) at 10 knots, BatDiv EIGHT fueling unit. 1828 completed 
fueling operations, having delivered the fu.el indicatE,d at 600 

F. as follows: 

U.S.S. KNAPP 
U.S.S. COGSWELL 

.39,306 gallons 
56,480 gallons. 

Aircraft operations for D-day completed. Commenced retirement 
course 335 0 (T) at speed 18 knots, reversing course to 1800 (T) 
at 0130 .to be on station for Dog f 1 day operations in support 
of Task Force 77. Task Group 58.1 retired to fueling area at 
sunset. 

23 April 1944 

0800 I'osition 1200 Position 2000 l'osi tion 

Lat. 1 0 44.2' 3. 1 0 57.8' s. 1 0 27.0' S. 
Long. 1400 28.9' E 1400 12.5' TP 1400 18.1' E. . . l!o • 

SteaminG as before in area to northwest of HUMBOrT BAY, 
Netherlands New Guinea, in support· of operations of 'l'ask Forct3 77, 
occupying the HOLLANDIA Area, New Guinea, retiring during the 
early night, changing course to southward to be in position for 

,\strikel'> at dawn on D f 1 day. Tar;k Force 58.1 operating ,independ~ 
ently retiring to fueling area for fueling operations. Aircraft 
carriers maintained ,iSP and CP.P throughout the daylight hours, 
augmented by aircraft from BatDiv 9. Steaming at various courses 
and speeds throughout the day in support of and conforming to 
carrier operations. 1905 U.8 .S. ALABAlvIA reported unidentified 
aircraft bearing 3200 (T), distance 30 miles. 1906 Unidentified 
aircraft bearing 1900 (T), distance 27.5 miles. Went to l;.ir 
Defense stations in preparation for a possible air attack •. 1907 
~'ormed battle 1fi0lll,llation 5-Victor in course 0100 (T), axis 0000 (T), 
U.S.S. MASSACHUSET'rS in station 4.5225. 1916 U.S.S. LEXINGTON 
launched one night fighter. Unidentified aircraft tracked to 
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HUMBOLTBAYarea. 1924 Observed gunfire on horizon bearing 1200 

(T), possibly from Task Group 58.2 retiring to fueling area, 
having left disposition at sunset. Enemy aircraft retired to 
westward after attack on shore installations. 2142 Formed cruis­
ing formation 5-Roger on base course 3400 (T), axis 000 0 tT), 
U.S.S. WlASSACHUSETTS in station 2335. 2144 Secured from Air 

, . 
Defense, and set Condition of Readiness II. Commenced retirement 
to northwest to return to area of operations to westward (WADKE 
ISLAND) at dawn on D f 2 day. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

10 23.9' S. 
1400 24.5' E. 

24 April 1944 

1200 Fosition 

00 54.8' S. 
1400 22.6'E. 

2000 Position 

0°58.0' S. 
1390 54.0' E. 

Steaming as before in area· to northwest of HUMBOLT BAY 
in support of operations by Task Force 77. Targets assigned for 
D f 2· day fields and installations to westward of FI1ThlBOLT BAY. 
Tli\sk Group 58.2 refueling in fueline: area. Carriers, maintaining 
a~r strikes, ASP and CAP throughout the daylight hours. BatDiv 8 
augmenting the ASP patrol with two flights of two aircraft each 
flight. 1007 Sighted heavy black smoke on horizon bearing 015 0 

(T), later identified as Japanese aircraft shot down by Task Group 
58.1 fighter patrol. 1722 Formed battle formation 5-Victor and 
prepared for defense against air attack, CTF 58 reported air attack 
imminent. U.S.S. ENTERPRISE launched two night fighters. Four 
raids were tracked passing formation not closer than 20 miles, 
enroute to HUMBOLT BAY Area. Night fighters vectored out to inter­
cept and shot down one aircraft. One night fighter, ~unition 
expended, intercepted nine. (9) Japanese bombers and flew formation 
with them for several minutes, reporting enemy course and speed. 
Enemy aircraft retired to westward after probable attacks on 
HUMBOLT BAY area. At 2156 secured from Air Defense stations and 
set the watch, Condition of Readiness II. At 2232'formed cruising 
formatiori 5-Roger on course 0900 (T), axis 0000 (T), retiring to 
fueling area to fuel and to rendezvous with Task Group 58.2. 
Commander Task Force 77 reports air operations by Task Force 
58 in support of landing operati ons no longer required • 
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Lat. 
Long. 

0800 }'osi tion 

00 04.6' N. 
1420 17.5' E. 

U. S .S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAR DIARY 

25 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 47.4' N. 
142 0 20.7' E. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

10 14.7' N. 
1410 )9.2' E. 

Steaming as befol'e enroute to rendezvous with Task Group 
58.2 and Task Unit 50.1li combined, to fuel commencing it sunr,lse. 
At 0624 sighted Task Unit 50.17 lsix tankers plus eacortsl bear-. 
ing 3090 (Tl, distance 13 miles •... At 0715 formed fueling forma­
tion 5-Fox on course and axis 0000 (Tl at fueling speed 10 knots. 
Tankers in line of bearing normal to course in two lines of three 
each line, distance between lines 2,000 yards. Destroyers ahead 
in bent line screen. Carriers zig-zagging independently ahead of 
tankers and carriers not fueling zig-zagging astern of fueling 
line 4,000 yards. At 0826 received tow line from U.S.S. NEOSHO 
and commenced receiving fuel at 0835. During fueling the bridle 
line for after hose carried away. 'After hose was disconnected, 
the bridle line repaired and fueling resumed, causing about 
a fifteen minute delay on this hose. 1315 Completed fueling from 
NEOSHO, having received all the fuel available, about 1,000 barrels 
short Of desired amount, amount iIlf fuel received being 18,722 
barrels at 600 ' F. At 1334 cleared side of NEOSHO and took station 
to port of U.S.S. NOH'rH CAROLINA on battleship zig-zag line 2,000 
yards asternef the fueling line. GomBatDiv 8 O.T.C. for 
battleship Zig-zag unit, U.S.S. l\IIASSACHUSETTS designated unit 
guide. At 1632 fueling operations' completed by ail units of 
Task Group 58.3. Formed cruising formation 5-Roger on base course 
3150 (Tl, formation axis 000 0 (Tl. 1652 Set formation speed 18 
knots. At 1829 changed formation course to 2450 lTl. Task Unit 
50.17 proceeding independently as previously directed. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

00 00.5' N. 
1390 07.4' E. 

26 April 1944 

1200 Position 

00 37.4' N. 
1390 57.6' E. 

2000 Position 

00 23.0' N. 
1410 58.6' E. 

Steaming as before' in area northwest of HOLlJ,NDIA Area as 
covering force for Task Force 77. Carrier task groups. operating 
independently in area. At 0700 changed fleet course to 0600 (Tl. 
At 0800 lost fuel oil suntion dm #4 boiler, causing #4 shaft to 
slow. Vther shafts increased to maintain speed. Casualty restored 
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at 0810. At 0820 U.S.S. PRINCETON reported her fighters shot down 
one Japanese aircraft, type "Betty". At 0905 U.S.S. LANGLEY, 
reported unidentified aircraft bearing 1360 (Tl, distance 70 miles. 
I'RINCETON fighters were vectored out to intercept and reported 
shooting down one Japanese aircraft, type "Dinah" at 1000. At 
0950 U.S.S. KNlIPf' left formation to pick up survivors from 
Japanese plane shot down., At 1159 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported her 
fighters shot down one Japanese aircreft, ty~ "Betty". At 1201 
changed fleet course to 095 0 (T). At 1202 U.S.S. KNAPP again 
left formation to piCk up Japanese survivors. At 1217 U.S.S. 
DORTCll and U.S.S. GATLING left, formation to proceed on special 
picket duty. At 1317 U.S.S. LEXINGTON fighters shot down a 
Japanese type "Betty" aircraft and U.S.S. GA1'1ING directed to 
pick up survivors. lit 1350 U.8.3. KN;;PP rejoined formatton, 
having picked up five (5) Japanese survivors, and went alongside 
U.S.S. li:EXINGTON to deliver the prisoners. lit 1353 U.S.S. SOUTH 
DilKOTA sighted a Japanese type "Betty" !J.ircraft on the horizon 
bearing 200 0 (T), verified by this ship. 1~,02 U.S.S. LEXINGTON 
fighters shot down plane reportee, above. At 14;:13 U.S.S; GATLING 
directed to rescue one survivor from plane shot down at 1402, 
At 1930 changed fleet course left to 2600 (T). At 2310 Task Group 
58.2 reported surface contact 273 0 (T), distance 20.5 miles, 
identified as U.S.S. DORTCH and U.S.S. GATLING returning to forma­
tion from special picket duty. 

0800 Position 

Lat. 1 0 15.8' N. 
Long.c 141 0 25.4' E. 

27 April 1944 

1200 Position 

20 02.5' N. 
1420 11.1' E. 

2000 Position 

1 0 09.9' N. 
1440 00.1' E. 

Steaming as before in area to northwest of HillvffiOLT BAY 
as covering force f,OrTbsk J!'orce 77. Carrier Task Group operat­
ing independently but in supporting distance. At 0035 U.S. S. 

, DORTCH and U.S.S. GATLING rejoined formation and took stations 
previously assigned. At 0200 changed fleet course to 045 0 (Tl. 
Carriers maintained ASP and CAP throughout the daylight hours. 
At 1200 changed fleet course to 135 0 (Tl. l.t 1330 U.S.S. CAPERTON 
came alongside to starboard to deliver officer messenger mail, 
instructions for next operation and cleared side at 1343. This 
force 1S now on retirement course from area of operations in 
support of landing in HU1ffiOLT BAY Area, New GUinea, and proceed­
ing to, carry out operations, carrier air strike, on TRUE:. 
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Long. 
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0800 Posi ti on 

00 05.8', N. 
1460 51. 0' E. 
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28 i.pri1 1944· 

1200 Position 

10 18.1' s. 
1470 13.4' E. 

60/ahc 

2000 Position 

1 0 +26.3' s. 
llf 70 16.8' E. 

Steaming as beflore in company with Task Force 58 retiring 
to eastward from area of operations to northwest of HUMBOI,T BAY, , 
New Guinea, to rendezvous with Task Unit 50.17 for fueling prior 
to air bombardment of TRUK by carrier aircraft of Task Force 58. 
At 0545 U.S.S~ MASSACHUSETTS plus U.S.S. COl~;RSE andU.S.S. 
THATCHER left formation to proceed to SUDLER HARBOR, Admiralty 
Island Group, to rendezvous with U.S.S. INDIANA in accordance 
with ,instructions received from COmBatPac and orders of Commander 
Task Force 58. Set Course 1600 (T), speed 21 knots. At 0828 
changed course to 1650 (T). At 1200 launched two aircraft for 

. anti-submarine patrol and courier plane. At 1414 entered SEAbLER 
HARBOR and anchored in berth #11 at 1437. At 1447 U.S.S. CONVERSE 
came a10ngsi de to starboard to fuel, and to receive ComBatDi v 8 
and his staff for transfer to the U.S.S. INDIANA, anchored in the 
harbor. 1503 Commenced pumping fuel to the U.S.S. CONVERSE. at . 
1539 completed pumping fuel to the U.S.S. CONVERSE, having delivered 
42,620 gallons at 600 F. At 1541 Commander Battleship Division 
EIGHT hauled down his flag in the U.S.S. N~SSACHUSETTS and haisted 
his flag in the U.S.S. INDIANA. At 1542 U.S.S. CONVERSE cleared ' 
starboard side and went along!'lide the U.S.S. INDIANA. At 1732 
underway from berth 11, SEEADLER HARBOR, in company with U.S.S. 
Ih~IANA, U.S.S. CONVh~SE, U.S.S. THATCHER, U.S.S. PRITCHETT, and 
U.S.S. CASSIN YOUNG. 1816 Formed· column on course 0000 (T), order 
of ships U.S.S. INDIANA and U.S.S. l\1ASSicCHUSETTS with antisubmarine 
screen ahead, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 58.3. At 
1850 changed course left to 3500 (T). Speed 18 knots. At 2245 
reported possible surface contact bearing 0950 (T), 12,000 yards. 
At 2350 evaluated surface cont.act to be rain clOUd. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Posi ti on 

( 00 50.9' N. 
1480 54.0'E. 

29 April 1944 (East Longitude,) 

1200 Position 2000 Position 

30 11.6' N. 
1490 26.7' ,E. 

Steaming as before, proceeding to rendezvous with Task Group 
58.3. At 0000 changed course right to 0600 (T). At 0137 had 
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surface contact bearing 0410 (T), distance a2,000 yards, on course 'c.,' ",I, .. ' 
3500 (T) at speed of 25 knots. At 0210 lost contact bearing 0100 

(T) drawing left at range 34,000 yards. At 0635 sighted Task Group ",.";.~il! 
58.3 on horizon bearing 1000 (T), distance 20,000 yards. At 0652~' 
joined Task Group 58.3 and was directed to resume old station 4225 
in formation 5-Roger. Formation axis 000 0 (T) and formation speed 
10 knots for fueling operations on fueling course 0200 (T). At 
0850 U.S.S. n1ATOHER came alongside to deliver mail and cleared 
side at 0902. At 1°69 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported two unidentified 
aircraft bearing 037 (T) and were shot down by Combat Air Patrol. 
Identified as Japanese aircraft, type "Betty". At 1333 fueling 
exercise completed. Tallkers cleared formation. j,t 1406 rotated 
formation axis to 0600 (T).· Set neet speed at 20 knots, steaming 
at fleet speed. At 1418 rotated fleet axis to' 0700 (T) •. Formed 
fleet disposition 5-Tare, on fleet axis 060 0 (Tl, fleet course 
0200 (T). Task Group 58.3 in station #1. At 1600 set all clocks 
ahead two hours to conform with zone -12 time. At 1904 U.S.S •. 
HEALY came alongside to port to deliver officer messenger mail and 
oleared side,at 1906. TaSk For~e 58 enroute to initial point for 
launohing of air bombardment of TRUK. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

60 07.1' N. 
1510 05.8' E. 

29 April 1944 (West Longitude) 

1200 Position 

60 39.0' N. 
1510 37.4' E. 

2000 Position 

60' 32.3'·'N. 
1500 29.8' E. 

Stesming as before in oompany with Task Group 58.3 in 
Fleet Disposition 5-Tare, with Task Group 58.2 to the north and 
Task Group 58.1 to south, enroute'tm initial point to southwest 
of TRUK to launoh air bombardments .against that base. ~leet and 
formation speed 20 knots and fleet and formation course 0200 (Tl. 
At 0000 set all olocks badk 24 hours to oonform with zone 112 time. 
Airorsi't operations were del§£yed due to weather fromt. At 0715 
·unidentified airoraft in vioinity replOrted by Task Group 58.2. 
At 0717 weather oleared looally, commenoedlaunching initial strike 
of fighter airoraft followea by bombers. U.S.S. PRINCETON main­
tained ASP and CAP throughout the day. Fighters enroute to target 
area reported groups of enemy fighters headed for formation. 

(77) 

• 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 60/ahc 

lNJ;.R DIARY 

Identified as Japanese, type "Oscar". Group engaged and several 
shot down by our fighters. At 0810 went to Air Defense for 
air attack. Set Material Condition Zebra. At 0815 observed 
gunfire on port bow from Task Group 58.2 and destroyers,of screen. 
Observed two aircraft fall as result of gunfire. Passed through 
heavy rain sqaall and on clearing a Japanese plane fleW over 
formation and was taken under fire by the U.S.S. ENTERPRISE. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS could not fire, due to bearing. Aircraft identified 
as Japanese type "Oscar". At 0816 formed battle formation 5-Victor 
to repell air attack. At 0843 gainep. c~mtrol of the air. Formed 
cruising forn~tion 5-Roger, set Condition of Readiness One-Easy. 
Throughout the day conformed to the maneuvers of the carriers in 
launching and recovery of air strikes and patrols. At 1303 set 
Condition of Readiness II-Able. At 1552 observed TBF' crash in 
water off port bow, about 2,500 yards. U.S.S. ING~~SOLL recovered 
survivors. At 1656 U.S.S. PRITCHETT came alongside starboard 
quarter and transferred Lieut. (jg) F. A. L~'VINE, U.S.N.R., pilot 
of crashed plane from the U.S.S. LEXL,GTON, for medical treatment. ' 
Patient under observation for possible skull fracture.' 1959 
Aircraft operations for the day completed. Set course 2000 (Tl 
for retirement during the early night and enroute to launching 
pOint for air operations against 'l'RUK for D plus 1 day. This 
day was Dog Day. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 

50 58.2' N. 
1510 27.7' E. 

30 April 1944 

1200 Position 

60 30.1' N. 
1510 49.3' E. 

2000 Position 

60 52.9' N. 
1530 21,.4' E. 

Steaming as before, enroute to initial point for Dog plus 
one day air strikes on TRUK. At 0001 U.S.S. Bu~ER HILL reported 
unidentified aircraft bearing 0330 (Tl, distance 31, miles, which 
faded from soreen at 0022 bearing 3040 (T), distance 34 miles. 
At 0030 U.S.S. LEXINGTON reported unidentified aircraft bearing 
1020 (T), 21 miles, on course 2040 \Tl, speed 115, which faded 
from screen at 0035. At 0130 changed course to 335 0 (T) to 
head for initial point for launching of aircraft. At 0730 CruDiv 
FOUR left formation to carry out assigned taSk, bombardment of 
SATAWAN ISLAND. At 0755 unidentified aircraft bearing 0480 (T), 
28 miles, closing formation. Went to Air Defense stations and 
set Material Condition Zebra. Aircraft launchings delayed due to 
weather. At 0811 weather cleared. Carriers cOlDmenced launching 
initial strikes for second day emr bombardment of TRUK. At 0847 
secured from Air Defense stations and set Condition of Readiness 
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File No. 
BB59/Al2-1/A16-3 

C':~ TIAl 

it S. 

U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WAE.· PURY / __ ' 

llllay 1944 

60/tt 

. 0800 Position 

Lat. 06° 54.0' N. 
Long.1550 46.1' E. 

l2pO Position / 

'070 OO.l'N. 
1570 00.7'E. 

osition· 

steaming in company with. Task Fo oe 58 assigried ·to Ta$'k .. ; 
Group 58.3, retiring trom area to southwestot TrUkAtoll, a~er 
oompletinga two day aerial bombardment ot Truk, Japane!;!, M;io.-· 
Paoifio stronghpld. TaS'kForoe.enroute to base. at Majuro ISland 

. Atol;t, Marshall Islands"ia ponape which will reoeive a ,surtlioe 
bombardment bY battleships and aerial bombardment by; a:!:ror_rt at 
1530 this date, Dog plus two day. Task. Group organiz;ation as 
1'ol~ows: 

Carrier Task Group Three (Task Group 58.3) 

(a) Carrier Unit (Task UnIt 58.3.51 .. Rear Admiral Reeves 

ENTERPRISE IF) (Air Group 10)' . . . 
LExINGTON (FF) , (Ail' Group 16) (CTF 58 - ViQe Admiral 
LANGLEY (Air Group 32) . MrrSCHER) 
PRIN.C]j!TON (Air Group 23) 

(b) S1lpport Unit . (Task Unit 58.3.11-·Vioe Admiral LEE 

(1) Battleships (Task Unit:>8.3.12) 

(2) 

.. 81394< 

BatDivS - Rear Admiral DAVIS 

U.S.S. INDIANA (F) 
U;S.S. MASSACHUSE'cl'TS 
U .S.S.NORT!! CAROLINA (FF)' 

BatDiv 9 - Rear .Adm"iral.HANSON 

U.S.S. SOUT!! DAKOTA (F) 
u. S. S • ALABAMA 

. . 

Cruisers (Task {Jnt'll :>8.1.l3)-Rear Admiral 

U.S.S~ LOUISVILLE (F)' 
.. U. S.S. ;'·PORTLAND. 

U.S.S.CANJ;lEaRA 
'. . 
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=~==,-,-==--,",T:.:a::.::s:::k:...U,;;.n::.i:.t"-"<.::.:.;,:;.z.,,,,,,",' - Capt ain S.R. Clark. 

DesRon 22 ~ Captain T.B. Dugan 
DesDiv ~ 

CHAR S AUSBURNE (SF) DYSON 
A.W. GRANT 

DesDiv 46 

CONVERSE(F) THATCHER 
SPENCE 

DesRon 50 
DesDiv 99 

C.K. BRONSON (SF) GATLING 
COTTEN DORTCH 

HEALY 

DesDiv 100 
COGSWELL (F) 
CAPERTON 
PRITCHETT 

lNGERSOLL 
KNAPP 
CA$SIN YOUNG 

MIff 

Commander Task Group 58.3 is Rear Admiral J.W. REEVES, Jr., U.S. 
Navy and immediate superior in oommand, Vioe Admiral M.A. MITSCHER, 
U.S.Navy in the U.S.S. LEXINGTON • 

. Task Group 58.3 in oruisingformation 5 Roge5 on base oourse 
1400 ('1') at fleet speed 18 knots. Formation axis 070 ('1'). U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS in station 4225.. Task Foroe 58 in orui!ling disposition 
5-Tare, axis 0700 ('1'). Task Group 58.3 in station #1'. Condition of 
radar silenoe #4 during darkness and #5 during daylight. Ship in Con­
Mt10n of Readiness II during darkness and. II Able during daylight. 
At 0400 ohangedf1eet oourse to .065 ('1') and changed speed to 20 
kilQts. Airoraft oarriers maintaining ASP and CAP during daylight 
hOUrs •.. At 0830 CruDiv 4 less the U.S.S.Il,'rDIANOPOLIS plus the 
U.S.·S. CANBERRA rejoined formation 'having 'Completed mission, bom­
ba.I'dlitent. of SA TAW AN Island. . At 0845 ComBatPao, Commander Ponape 
StrlkingFol'lle was direoted to prooeed with bombar.dment of PONAPE 
l$land. Battleships of Task Foroe formed oruil/ing formation 1-
Eaker, line of bearing of division guides frOm right to left Ba,tDiv 
7, S. and 9jsurrounded by destroyer anti-SUbmarine screen. Task 

,Group designation 58.7, officer in taotica1 command, Vice Admiral 
LEE, U.S.Navy in U.S.S.NORTH CAROLINA, assigne.d tactioal1y to .' . 
EatDiv 8. Direotion of formation course and axis 1000 ('1'). Standard 
speed' 15 knots, s.teaming at 1.8 knots. At 0923 U.S.S. CONNER re­
portedsigl,\tinga mine on port quarter. 0946 Column left to 075°{'r). 
At 0954 ols to 23 knots and oommenoed approaoh for bombardment of 
PONAPE Island. 1238 u.s.s. NORTH CAROLINA reported sighting enemy 
airoraft on port bow of formation. Went to air defenSe stations 
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- . o'$:!.7:1 "~' 1£ ' 'iJ tk~' ~ G~ \~I ~ ~1 ff.·u 
and set Material Readiness Zeb.;t,a. 1250 Plane identitied as 
triendly. ' Set Condition ot Readiness I Easy and material readi­
ness Yoke. 1251 Land sighted by lookout.s bearing 0450 (T), dis­
tanoe 45 miles, identitied as PONAPE Island. 1346 Battleship f 

Division Commanders direoted to take oharge and oarry out assign-. ~ 
ed mission in aooordanoe with Oommander Ponape Striking Foroe Opera 
tion Order IP-44. BatDiv 8 plus destroyer esoorts prooeeded to ~~_ ' 
initial pOint to arriv\il at l530Y, How hour tor the operation. At - ~ , 
1453 launohed two planes tor airoratt spots. 1530 How hour, oomm- ,', 
ence.d tiring at Langar Island. At 1550 ceased tire. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS assUliled oountei'~battery ready duty trom 1550 to 1610. 
1611 Commenoed tir ing, target area to south ot, Ponape T.own. At 
1631 oeased tire, end ot,'t"d.re period three. At 1637 Commenced tire 
tor tire periGd tour. Oo'served destroyer on starboa.rdbow drop-
ping depth oharges. 1643 Emergenoy ships lett 1800 to 0400 (T). 
U.S.S. FRITCHETT and U.S.S. CASSIN YOUNG reported sight end sound 
oontao~ on submarine. Commander Ponape Striking Foroe ordered 
oease,tire as no suitable targets remained. Ammunition expended: 

87 Projeotiles,16"/45 Cal., H.C. Mk. 13-1 
87 Charges, 16"/45 Cal. 
73 SPD 3633 
13~sPD 3442 
~ SPD 4815".. '. ) 
29 PrOjectiles, 5"138 Cal. ,AA Com., Mk. 28 with BDF 13 

, SPD 4747, 11 SPDN 3024 ' 
29:Charges, 5"/38 CaL ,1 SPDN 2868, 2 SPDN 4115, lSPD 4977, 

. , 1 SPD 5026 

1655 Commenced retirement trom bombardment ar,ea. For detailed re­
port of bombardment see Commanding Of ticer's ,Aotion Repori,serial 
00201 dated 17 May 1944. 1208 Secured from General ~uarters and set 
Cond tion ot Readiness II Able. Reoovered ,two airoraft by the 
Charlie Method. Formed oJ;'uising formation I-Baker and oommenced 
retirement toward base at Majuro Atoll, Marshall Islands and ren-
dl\lzvous point with Task Force 58 on course 0900 (T) at speed 18 
knots. At 2353 ohanged speed to 20 knots. 

Lat. 
Long. 

0800 Position 
, 

070 02.0' N. 
1610 19.4' E. 

, 2 May 1944 

1200 Position 

070 22.3' N. 
1610 51.1' E. 

2000:Position 

06g 09.6 N. 
163 28.7' E. 

Steaming as betore in company with Task Group 58.7 in 
19rmBtion I-B,aker on oourse 0900 (T) at speed 20 knots enroute to 
rendezvouswlth Task Force 58. At 0225, changed speel to 18 knots. 
At 0239 ohanged course to llS0 (T). At 0333 ohanged speed t(? 17 
knots. Atter daylight Tas.k Group 58.7 .disso1ved, units rejoin­
ing previous assigned Task Groups. U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS joined 
Task Group 58.3 end took previously assigned station 4225 in 
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. ~Qhri«nJa;~ bl ~ ~ ~ I.~;>~~ a~( 
. formation5-Roger. BatDiv NINE joined Task Group 58.1 
trogers. During forenoon Task Force fueled destroyers 
270 (T) at 10 knots. Fueled the follOWing ~estroyers 
the amounts indicated at 600F. 

U.S.S. THATCHER 
U.S.S. SPENCE 
U.S.S. DYSON 
U .S.S. GRANT 

49.210 gallons 
50.405 gallons 
54,315 gallons' 
33,640 gallons 

to fuel des­
on course 
delivering 

Transferred Lt.(jg) C.L. LOFTEN, AVN, U.S.N.R. and Lt.('j/HF.A. 
LEVINE,AVN, U.S.N.R. to U.S.S. THATCHER far 1"Urther tranaferto 
U.S.S. MONTEREY and U.S.S. LEXINGTON respectivliily. The format' 
was rescued from inside the .. lagoon at'fruk Atoll by Lt. C,C, .. 
AINSW()):!,TH, U.S. Navy attached to the U.S.S. MASSACHUSET'llS and the 
latter was reoeived on board for medical treatment after a forced 
laM.:I.ilg •. 1112 Fueling exerois.e completed. Changed standard and . 
fleet speed to 17 knots. 1200 Changed course to 125 ('1'). Resumed 

. retirement to base at Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group. . 

0800 PositIon 
Lat. 05° 06.5' N 

. Long. 1650 42.9";1 

J May 1944 
1200 Position 
0;° 52.0' N 

1660 25.7' E. 

2000 Position 
06° 35.3'N'. 

1680 25.2' E 

steaming e,s betore in oompany with 'l'a~ Group 58.3 in 
cruising formation 5-RogerODncourse 12,°('1') at 17 knots, retir-
ing to base at Majuro Atoll& MarshallIsland Group. At 0600 

f 

ohanged fleet oourse to 045 ('1'). Carriers launched aircraft for 
ASP and CAP and maintained them throughout. the daylight hours. At 
1205 changed fleet cOUl'l!Ie to 0700 ('1'). At 1349 conduct.ed routIne test 
of 5"/38 Caliber bat1(ery, Mark 32 fuse, lot yoke designated for test 
by U.S.S. MASSACHUSE1'TS by ComBatPac. Expended the following amm-
unition tartest: .. . .' 

25 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. wit.h Mk. 32 fuse; lot "yoke". 
25 Charges, 5"138 Cal. SPD 4977. 

4 May 1944 

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 

~tAnchor. Berth # 76, Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group. 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.3 in cruising 
formatIon 5-Roger at 17 knots on course 070°('1') retiring to base 
at Majuro AtOll, Marshall Island Group. At 0515 changed fleet 
course to 0900 (T). At 0607 changed fleet course to 1150('1') • Carrier 
launched aircraft for antI-submarine patrol. 0640 Sighted land. 
Majuro Atoll, bearing l300 (T) •. 0724 O.T.C. ordered entry into 
port in accordance with plan. Formed column of .type. van to rear, 
Carriers, Battleships •. Cruisers followed by Destroyers. Destroyers 
form.ed sound lane for entry into port. At 0812 entranoes buoy 
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~;'~P"~L 
abeam'to port, and starboard. 0906 Anchored in berth #76, Majuro 
Atoll, Marshall Island Group.' Set the, Port War Watch and Material 
Condition X-ray. ,eommenced port routine, drills and training 
of personnel for operations at sea. Commenoed repairs, mainten­
ance and upkeep of machinery in preparation for operations at sea.! 
SOPA Administrative COIllSeron TEN in U.S.S. PRAIRIE, SOPA afloat 
ComBatPac in U.S~S. NORTH CAROLINA. , Aircraft making routine local 
training flights. At 1400 received YW92 alongside and delivered 
5,000 gallons of potable water 

Ship in material oondition X-ray during daylight hours and 
oondition yoke during darkness. Ship darkened at sunset except 
tor period of movies on topside. Ship in readiness for getting 
underway with 24 hours notice. 

,5 May 1944 

Anchored as before,., 

'I\t, 1707 reoeiVed U.S.S. MARIAS alongside to starboard. Com­
menced :fUeling ship. At 0945 cOmpleted f%el1ng ship having receiv­
ed 12,323 ,barrels of burnable:fUel at 60 F. Commenced unloading 
provisions and ammunition as directed byComBatPac. Delivered to 
U.,s.S. NEW JERSEY the follOWing ammunition: 

495 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA Com., Mk.n fuse Mods. 
1, 2 and 4 with Mk. 20 BDF. 

250 Cartridges, 20MM, B~L.&P. 

To U.S. S. IOWA: 

495 Projectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA Com. with Mk. 32 fUse 
and BDF ' 

Transferred plane # 01413 to the U.S.S. IOWA and received plane 
# 5606 in exchange. 

0800 Position 

Lat. At Anchor 

6 May 1944 

1200 Position 

070 2l.0'N 
1710 l7.6'E 

:2000 Position 

'080 55.8'N. 
1730 00.6'E. Long. Majuro Atoll 

Anchored as before. At 0923 underway in company with Task 
Group 58.7 from Majuro Atoll, Marshall Island Group enroute to 
Pearl Harbor, T.H. in accordance with despatched, orders. 

• 

Task,Qroup orllianization 

Task Qroup 58.7 - Captain W.W. WARLICK, 
(a) Battleship. 

U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS - Captab. W.W. WAl\LICK. 

(b) Carriers • 
U~S.S.YORKTOWN -.Captain R.E. JENNINOO. 

, "( 841 ' 

I 
I 
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U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS 

WiIR DIARY 

60/ff 

(c) Destroyers 
Desron 6 

U.S.S. MAURY U.S.S. PRITCHETT 
U.S.S. McCALL U.S.S. GRANT 
U.S.S. GRIDEEY U;S.S. CASSIN YOUNG f 

.. U.S.S. CRAVEN 

U.S.S. ~~SACHUSETTS sortie delayed due to transfer of freight from 
U.S.S. PRAIRIE. Carriers and destroyers sortied and set oourse 
045 0 {T). At 1118 U,S.S. MASsACHUSETTS oleared harborentr,ance and 
set course 0300 { T}, zigzagging independently ,enroute to' join forma­
tion with carriers and destroyers at speed 22 knots. Set Condition 
of Readines.s II Able and mater'ial readiness "yoke". ·1215 U .S.S. 
GRIDLEY reported possible sound contact. Carriers and escorts turn­
ed right 90 degrees to course 1350 {T). 122b Took station in cruising 
formation 5-Roger, set fOrmation course 050 (T) at formation SPeed 
19 knots,standard~eed 18 knots. Formation axis 0600 (T) •. U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS in station 2000, U.S.S. yORKTOWN in station 0000, U.S.S. 
PRINCETON in station 2120 and U.S.S. MONTEREY in station 2240. Des­
troyers in anti-submarine screen un five circle. 1247 U.S.S. 
MASSACHUSETTS designated formation guide. 'Carriers maintaining four 
plane anti-submarine p:;itro1 during daylight hours using "Baker Method" 
for launching and recovery. At 2000 set all clocks ahead one{l) hour 
to conform with zone 111'''X-ray'' time. 2119 Changed formation course 
to 0550

( T) • 

. . 08g0 Position 
Lat. 10 18.9' N. 
Long.1750 51.6' E. 

7 May 1944 

1200 Position 
100 43.8' N. 

177°02, •. 6' E. 

20g0 Position 
110 35.3' N 

179 25.3E . 

Steaming as before in company with Task Group 58.7 enroute to 
Pearl Harbor, T.H;. At 2100 changed course right to 0700 (T) and re­

. sumedzig-zagging. 0517 Surface contact bearing 0450 {T), distance 
, 21,000 yards on course 3300 {T), speed 12 knots identified as friend­
"ly. Carriers maintained four plane anti-submarine patrol throughout 
the daylight hours. At 2000 set all clocks ahead one-half{!) hour 
tciconform with zine .;. 10~ time. 

Lat. 
Ong. 

osgoPosition 
12 ' 45. 5 t N. . 

1770 19 .• 2''11. 

8 May 1944 

1200 Position 
160 13.1' N. 

1690 52.9' W. 

2000 Position 
17°08.7' N. 

1670 37.5' w. 

Steaming .as before. C~lUduc~ed surface tracking exercise 
Two Charlie during hour liJeforesunr~se, us~ng two destrouers as.' 
targets. During forenoon, destroyers in screen conducted ~xerc~se 
Twelve Charlie, :f.'iringmachine guns at towed sleeve •.. Carr~er ai::­
craft supplied the services. During the early afternoon the carr.~ers 
plus the U .S.S. MASSACHUSETTS fired machine guns at towed sleeve. Am­
munition e~ended: 

i396 Cartridges, 40MM, A.A. Mk. I Service. 
(85) 
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5879 Cartridges, 20MM, A.A. 4703, H.E.; 1176 H.E.T. 

At 1327 made radar centact en Jehnsen Island bearing 352e (T), dis­
tance 22 miles. At 1332 changed fer!l1atien speed te 18 knets. At 
1630 changedcpurse right, te 9720( T},. During late afterneen cen­
ducted fighter-director. and sneeper drill. At 2000 set all clecks 
ahead .one (1.) hour te cenform with zene plus nine and ene-half' 
(t 9!) time which is Hawaiian War Time. 

Lat. 
Leng. 

• 08g0 Pesi iion 
'18.0 08.4' N. 
164 20.1' w. 

10 May 1944 

1200 Positien 
180 29.8' N. 

1630 10.8' W. 

2000 Pesitien 
190 19.6' N 

160.0 48.9' W. 

Steamillg as befere. At 0055 made surface contact bearing 
084e ( T), distance 26,800 yards identified as f:l'iendly perces at 
0100. At 0104 changed ceurse left te 0400 (T) to avoid surface 

( centact and resumed course 072e ( T) at 0115. Cenducted. surface 
tracking exercise hour before sunrise, U.S.S. GRIDLEY target vessel. 
At 0605 made surface radar contact bearing 172e (T) , distance 22 
miles and identified as friendly. Carriers maintained anti-sllh­
marine patrol and services fer Gunnery exercises. At 0630 Des­
troyers in screen conducted exercise 12 Able .•. At 0940U.S.S. 
YORKTO'WN and U.S.S.MONTEREY reported an undentified plane 057°(T) 
distance 60 miles, identified as friendly at 0946. 1055 Destroyers 
completed exercise 12 Able. 1103 Formed special fermation for· 
exercise 12-Charlie, heavy ships in column, dif\tance 1000 yard:jl 
destroyers on straight line screen. At 1222 Completed light and, 
heavy. machine gun practice. Formed. cruising; fermati0I),5-Roger. 
At 1319.Formed column .of lieavy ships for 5"/38 Calibe1' battery 
"Baker" practice; U.S·.S. MASSACHUSETTS and·U.S.S. YORKTOWN firing. 
1515 U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTScollllltenced firing.c..At 1535 cempleted 
exercise, formed cruising formation 5-Roger. Carriers commenced 
fighter-director and snooper drill.' . 

Ammuni tion expended in training: . 
70 P.rojectiles, 5"/38 Cal. A.A, Com. Mk. 31, Mod 10 
70 Charges, 46 SPD 4977 

22 SPD 4747 
1 sm 4937 
ISPDN 3024 

897, Cartridges, 40MM, A.A, Mk. 1 
10,000, Cartridges, 20MM 

At 1646 Changed for~ation course to·0700 (T). At 2035 made Burface 
contact bearing 165 (T),. distance 15 miles, identified as friendly 
at 2058. 2105 Friendly planecross6d formatiin ahead frem starboard 
to port. At 2127 changed standard speed to 15 knots and steaming 
at standard speed 

• ( 86) 7 
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0800 Position 

Lat. 200 51.0' N 
Long.158° 18.5' W 

. 

6O/ff 

11 May 1944 

1200 Position 2000 Position f 

Moored in berth Fox - 3 
, Pearl Harbor. T.H. 

Steaming as before. At 0300 changed course left . ..t.o 0350 ( T) to " 
make landfall on Oahu Island, T.H. Ato0425 made surfaoi radar 
contact on friendJ:y forces bearing 080 (T). distance 14 miles on 
course 0750 ( T) at speed 12 knots. Contact turned and paralleled 
th~s formation course. , At 0626. daylight. formed formation 6 .. Sugar 
l'l.ea.:VY"~:J,ps in 2000 yard square with destroyer secreen ahead for 
purpose "of, firing surprise fire- at sleeves towed by, shore based aIr­
oratlisimulating bombing and torpedo atta6ks. ,All ships fired at 
favorable runs. Launohed two Eingfisher aircraft for local training 
flights. 0828 sighted land. Qahu Iflland, T.H., dead ahead •. At 
0901 oeaaed present exeroise and 1'ormed oruising 1'ormation 5-Roger. 
Ammunition expended 1'ortraining: ' ' 

38 Projectiles. 5"/38 Cal. AA CoM. Mk. 31,..10 
15 PrOjectiles, 5"/38 Cal. AA Com.,Mk. 29' BDF 

, 53 Charges. 5"738 Cal. 41 SPD 4977 ' 
11 SPD 4747 

1 SPD 3024 

At 0928 changed course into the ~ind to 055
0

(T). 'Alloatni'iers 
launched all their ai:rcraft to base on land. At'lOOO c/o le1't ' 
to 0000 1'or entry into port. Went to air defense stations for ' 
entry intb port. Entr¥ delavyed fOI: ! .h,oull by Channel Control Post. 
Changed oourse to 0700 {T). At 1020 executed signal enter port, order 
of entry. BB, CV. CVLs and DDs. Commenoed making various-courses 
and speeds to approaoh swept ohannel and to conform with Pearl 
Harbor entrance channel. At 1201 moored in nest. starboard side 
to port side of U.S.S. COLORADO, U.S.S. WASHINGTON inboard of 
U.S.E!. COLORADO in berth Fox -3, Pearl Harbor, T.H. withe~ght 
manila lines and two wires'. Set the Port War Watoh in conformanoe 
with looal instructions of readiness, readiness oondition #4. Com­
menced making voyage repairs, routine upkeep, and maintenance. Com­
menced loading spare parts and, navy yard overhaul material in 
storage for this vessel at Pearl Harbor Navy Yard. 

Lat. ' 
Long. 

OEOO Position 

12 May 1944 

FOO Position 

Moored in berth Fox ": 3, ,Pearl 
Harbor. T.H. 

2000 Position 

21°28.2' N 
1570 30.5' W 

Moored as before. 1613 Underway'from alongside U.S.S. 
COLORADO in berth Fox 3, Pearl Harbor. T.H.' in. company with U.S.S. , 
THOam.: and U.~.S. Le HARDY as Task Group 12.1, 'rask Group .Commander, 
Capt~7n W.i~ l'l'ARLICK, U.S.Navy in the U.S.S. ],tt..SSACHUSETTS, enroute 

(8·7) 
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U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS ( 

. ",', J\J WAR DIARY .0 

. tJ ~ ~:fCii ~ 'is 

to escort until darkness. U.S.·S. mORNE escort until arrival . . .' 
to Puget Sound Navy ykrd; Bremerton,Washington. U.S.S. LE BARDYI -.,' 

Navy Yard, there to· proceed to Navy Yard, Mare Island, California. . 
At 1705 passed Pearl Barbor entrance buoys abeam to port and . f ~." ' .. 
starboard. At 1714 cleared swept channel, set course l27°(T). U.S.S. . 
THORNE on starboard bow, and 1). S.S. LE HARDY on port bow. Standard ' . ! 
speed 15 knots, steaming ast 15.8 knots.' 1716 Set' Condition of Read~",~~j '. 
ness II Able and Material Headiness Yoke.' Rada;r Condition of Silence ~, 
#5 and Aircraft Readiness #13. At 1731 C/C left to0070(T) and took ., 
departure from OahU, T.H. For~tion zig-zagging continuously at 
U.S.S. THOmqE maximum speed with one engine in cruising combination. 
Other engine damaged. At 0000 set all olooks ahead one-half lk) 
hour to oonformwith zone plus nine (19) time. At 2230 C/C right 
to 0320 ( T). At 2306 detaohed U.S.S. LE l::!ARDY to prooeed as previously 
instruoted. 

0800 Posi t'ton" 
Lt. 230 53.7' N. 
Long •. 1550 55.3' W. 

.13 FrlaY 1944 

1200 Position 
240 44.6'N. 

1550 16.5' w. 
2'000 Position 
260 15.1' N. 

1530 56.9' w. 
. Steaming as before. During afternoon fired routine test 

of 5"/38 Caliber Mk. 32 fused projectiles. Ammunition expended for 
Test: . 

144 

144 

Projeotiles,5"/38 Cal. ilACommon with Mk. 32 
fuse.· 
Charges, 5"/38 Cal., 78 SPD 4997 

1 SPD 4937 
64 SPD 4747 

lSPDN 3219 

At 1755 ohanged oourse right to 0390 ( T). At 2000 set all olooks ahead 
one half \k) hour to oonform to zone plus 8k time. 

Lat. 
Ong. 

0800 Position 

28° 33.2' N. 
1510 49.9' W. 

14 May 1944 

1200 Position 

290 19.8' N., 
151° 06.3' W. 

2000 Position 

300 52.2' N. 
1490 39.0' W. 

Steaming as before. 0008 Made surface radar contaot bear-
ing OOOol T), distance 12 .miles. Made emergency ships right 900 to 
avoid.' At 0015 contaot identified as friendly. Resumed zig-zagging 
on base oourse 039°\ T). At 0639 ohanged oourse right to 0400 ( TJ. At 
2000 set all clocks ahead one half hour to oonform to zone I 8 (Unole) 
time. At 1430 fired a no-load shot from starboard catapult to test 
new cable which replaced one that kinked in previous no-load test on 
morning of 11 May 1944. Test satisfactory until a dead load shot 
can be made. 

•• \ 88) 
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15 May 1944 

OBOO Pos.i.tion 1200 Position . 2000 Position 

Lat. 
Long. 

330 '06.0' N. 
1470 29.5' W. 

.;. -

35 0 17.4' N'. ~.1 
144

0 
55.5' W·. =~l~i " 

St'6aming as before. At 064B mad.~. radar contact and sight- . -, 
ed surface .. vessel bearing ll30rT), distanc'lf',)).oOO yards on .' " 
parallel and opposite course. At 0700 sighted escort with above 
contact bearing 1400(T), distance about 17 miles. At 1320 changed base cl 
base course to 044°( T). At 1905 made surface radar c,ontact bear-
ing 1040(1'), distance 33,600 yards on course 2300\'r) at speed 16 . I' 

knots. Identified as friendly. 

OBOO I'osition 

Lat. 370 27.0' N. 
. Long. 1420 19~B' W. 

16 May 1944 

1200 Position 

3Bo 04.6' N. 
141 27.9' W. 

2000 Position 

390 31.4' N • 
;1390 39.5' W. 

Steaniing asb~fore. At 1354 changed course left to 0420( T) .' 
At 2000 set all clocks ahead one half hour (~) to conform to zone 
(t 7l) time •. 

17 May 1944 

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 

. Lat. 41° 37.5' N. 
Long.137° 07.3' W. 

Steaming as before. At 0654 changed course to 0490 (T). At 
0930 passed U.S.S. U.S.GRANT (AP-~9) abeam to starboard, distance 
3700 yards on opposite course. At 1?15 made radar surface contact 
bearing 04BO( T), 'distance 30,600 yards on course 1200 ( T), speed 
13 knots. At 2012 changed course to 050 0 (T). 

0800 Position 

Lat. 450 23.6' N. 
.Long. 130° 34,5 t w.· 

18 JliIay 1944 

1200 Position 

460 01.4' N. 
1290 33.5' w. 

2000 Position 

470 11.3' N. 
1270 22.9' w • 

'. Steaming as before. At OB52 c~ed course to 04 7°( 'r}. At 
1300 set all. clocks ahead one half ho.ur( l!) .to conform with zone 
(f q).(Tare) time. At 1455 made contact with U.S.S.'HATFIELD, an 
addi tional escort provided by ComT!iestSeaFron for entry into port. 
U.S.S. HATFIELD took station in anti-sumbarine screen on port· 
bQvr. At 1547U.S.S.·K-51 (Blimp) reported for an anti-SUbmarine 

.·(89) 
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WAR DIARY 

patrol and departed after dark. At 1900 changed course to 

19 May 1944 

OBOO Position 1200 Position 2000 

Straits of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound 

, Steaming as before. Made various surface contacts while enter­
ing the Straits of Juna de Fuca. At 0342 made land fail, sighting 
Tatoosh Light bearing 06B.50 (T). At 0517 passed Tatoosh Light bear­
ing lBOO( T) distance 4.5 mil,es and cOIll11lEmced making various courses 
and speeds to proceed to the Puget .sound Navy Yard arriving at Res­
toratioiLPoint at 1600. At Port Angeles, Washington, Navy Yard 
Representatives came on board for conference while entoute to the 
yard. OB32 U.S.S. THORNE was ordered to carry out her basic orders, 
duty with Task Group 12.1 completed. At 1356 U.S.S. HA.TFIELD was 
detached to proceed as previously directed, present duty completed. 
At,1705 anchored in Sinclair Inlet, Bremerton, Was4ington for un­

,loading a=unition prior to entry into the Navy Yard for yard ,availa­
bility. COIll11lenced unloading all a=unition for transfer to Naval 
AIlIlllunition Depot, Puget Sound. SOPA COIlllllanding Officer in U.S.S. 
West Virginia. 

20 May 1944 

At anchor in Sinclair Inlet, Puget Sound unloading 8mmunit­
ion for storage at Naval AIlIlllunition Depot, Puget Sound, during Navy 
Yard availability. period. At 0515 completed unloading ammunition. 
At 1300 underway for pugElt Sound Navy Yard and entered drydock 
# 5 at 135$. Reported"to COIll11landant, Puget Sound NavyYa;J:'d for 
repair and alterations as authorized by ComSerForce, Pacific. At 
1500 transferred aviation unit to Naval Air Station,SanPoint, 
Seattle, Washingtonrduring yard availability period. At 1510 
connnenced Navy Yard routine" Port Watch set, granting leave and 
liberty to Glfficers and crew maintaining SUfficient personnel on 
board to carryon Navy Yard work and sending personnel to train­
ing schools available in the United states. 

Approve 

21 May to 31 May 1944 

Drydocked as befo;J:'e. 

• i1 , 

Captain, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding. 

.. 

~~g~, ' 
Connnander, U.s.Navy; 
Navigator. 

II 
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Yard workmen on boa1:'d continuing to complete uneompleted work. 

14 JULY 1944. 

Allehoredas before. OS40 Completed loading complete allowance t ..... ' 

of ammunition. 110S. Seventy-six yard workmen reported aboard for wor:\'" . 
while e:a;route Port Angeles, Washingtoll. 1105 Black Ball Line Ferry . 
came alongside,. starboard side to deliver draft of men for 5th Amphib~_ .~. . 
ious Forces, reporting to U. S.S.· MASSAC.H.USETTS for transportatlo11 •. At - ...• ".-~.i\), 
1415 Black Ball Ferry cleared starboard side. 1417 Underway from " 
Sinclair Inlet, Puget Sound,' Washington anroute to Degall,ssing Range at 
Point Jefferson, Puget So,wil.,q" Washington for calibration of Degaussing 
equipment. At 1543 Commenced running Degaussing range and completed 
all runs aDd calibration at 1653. At 1653 Commenced making various 
courses a.m.d· speeds proceeding to area for standard compass compensation 
and Radio Direction Finder calibration •. At 1714 Oommenced compass com­
pensation a.m.d Radio Direction Finder calibration. At 1800 completed 
compass compensationa.m.d swinging ship for deviations. Continued 
swinging ship for Radio Direction Finder calibrations. At 1945 Radio 
Direetion Find.er calibration completed for the day. Commenced making 
various courses and speeds to conform with waters of Puget Sound pro-
oeeding to Port Townsend, Washington' to anchor for the night. At 
2136 anchored ill berth 22, Port Tovmsend, Washington • 

. 15 JULY 1944. 

Allehored as before. At 0605 UJ;iderway from berth 22, Port Town­
send, Washington to proceed to vicinity to .north of Point.Dungeness 
to cOlltinueRadio Direction Finder calibrations. Making various 
courses and speeds to conform wi th channel and waters of Puget Sound. 
At 0718 commenced swingiilg ship for Radio Direction Finder calibra­
tions. 1200· Completed Radio Direction Finder calibrations. 'At 1202 
Commenced tiiking measured range data at speeds of 15,20 and 25 knots 
and completing all runs at 1532. Commem.ced making various coUrses 
and speeds to enter Port Allgeles harbor, Washington to discharge Navy 
Yard workmen on board, completing uncompleted work. At 1636 anchored 
in berth #4, Port Angeles, WaShington. 1900 Underway from berth #4, 
Port Allgeles', Washington enroute to Pearl .liarbor, T.R. in acoordance 
with despatch orders reoeived from CincPac. Making.various.courses 
and speeds to olear the anchorage.U.S.S. ROWE and U.S.S. CUS.liING 
re-port~d for duty as escorts. )formed Task Grou.p 12.5, Captain W. W. 
WARLICK in U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, Task; Group Commander. Immediate 
Superior in Command 1s CillcPac.. 1930 set course 2900 ( T) and stud­
ard speed 17 knots. ::>hip in mat-erial condition of readiness "Yoke". 
Condition of Neadiness II A modified to conform with standard require­
ments. Formation zig-zaggim.g. 

Lat. 
Long. 

. 0800 Position 
470 31.4' N. 

12S0 27.6' 1'1'. 

• 

16 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
460 55.1' N. 

1210 49.1~ W. 
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Steaming as before 8nroute Pearl Harbor in oompany w.ith U.S.S. 
ROWE and U.S.S. CUSHING. At OS03 sighted a floating mine, Position 
470 31.4' N, Position 12So 27.6' W., identified by screen as Navy 
Type S7 mine. At 1300 changed course to 2300 (T). 

La1;. 
Long. 

0800 Position 
430 26.0' N. 

1350 41.1' w. 

17 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
420 47.9' N. 

1360 46.S' W. 

Steaming as before. At 0630 cis to lS knots. During the day 
oonduoted exeroise II E, surface radar tracking exeroise. Boresight-
ing and direotor ohecks for main and seoondary batteries. At 20001 
set all olooks baok one half hour, (i) to conform wi th zone I- 7i War 
Time. At 220 changed ~urse,to 2240(T). 

Lat. 
Long. 

osgo Position 
38 43.6' N. 

1420 OS.9' W. 

lS JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
37° 54.3' N. 

143° OS.9' W. 

2000 Position 
360 19.2' N. 

1450 02.0' w. 
Steaming as before. At 0215 U.S.S. ROWE left fOi'mation to take 

position for exercise II'E during hour before sunrise. At 0733 ohanged 
course to 2270(T). During forenoon oontinued bore sighting and director 
cheeks for main and seoondary batteries. During afternoon.fired struot­
ural and test firings for . machine gun batteries. At 2000 set all 
0100ks baok one half (i) hour to oonform with zone I- S time. At 2030 
U.s.S. CUSHING made night torpedo attaoks for drill purpose in 
traoking and illumination. 2249 clc to 2230 ( T) • 

OSOO Position 
Lat. 336 45.4' N. 
Long. l4So 19.1 W. 

19 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
330 02.7' N. 

149° 02.9' W. 

2000 Position 
310 22.2' N. 

1500 35.7' w. 
Steaming as before. At 0200 U.S.S. CUSHING left formation to 

take. posi tion for exercise IIE'. Conduoted exeroise IIE prior. to 
s,unrise. During forenoon cataPulted and recovered P1anes.'Planes 
acting as target planes for traoking runs and radar calibrations. At 
0724 ohanged course to 2l90(T).· During the aftern00n catapulted and 
reoevered planes. Plane servio es ,for machine gun firililg by all 
units in company. Planes dropped smoke flares for surface targets 
for 5"/3S Caliber firing by all units in company. At 2000 set all 
clocks back one half (i) hOur to oonforin wi th zone I- Sla War Time. At, 
2115 U.S,S. ROWE left formation to condllot night torpedo attack and ' 
target tor night illumination drill. 2205 Fired night starshell illum­
inationpraotioe, oeasing fire at 221S. At 2306 cis to 17.5 knots. 

• 

www.tinyurl.com/slover
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20 .JULY 1944 

0800 Position 1200 Position 2000 Position 
Lat.· 28° 40~0' N. 270 55.6' N. 250 49.2' N., . 
Long. 1530 08.2' W. 153

0 
42.3' w. 1550 06.1' w. -\" 

Steaming as betore. At 020QU .S.S. ROWE lett formation for ;.~_~. '-..i\ 
exeroise IIE oo:adu~ted during hour prior to sunrise. During forenoon ~, 
fired Exeroise 12 A. maohine gun firing at towed sleeve, towed by 
ship's aircraft. J)uring afternoon the same exercise wasconduoted. 
After dark fired test firing of starshells. 1510 C/C to 2l00 ( T). 
At .2000 set all olocks baok one (1) hour to oonform with zone ~9i 
wartime. Ammunition expended for the training exercises for tP.e 
day: 

Lat. 
Long. 

3098 Rounds 40MM (HEI) 
2769 RoUnds 20M}.[ (HEI) 

46,,/RoUllds 20MM (HJ!:T) 
10 Charges, 5"/38 Cal. SPD 4977. 
10 ProJectiles, starshell. 

8 Rounds 40MM for test. 

0800 Position 
. 220 47' N. 
1570 00.5' w. 

21 JULY 1944. 

1200 Position 
22° 02.6' N • 

1570 28.5~ w. 
2000Pos i tion 
Pearl Harbor 
Berth Fox 2. 

Steamil1g as befere. At 0430 Made radar contact with smUlated 
pre-dawn attaokgroup bearing 2400 (T) , distance 44 miles. Planes 
approached on various courses and made various torpedo attack and 
bombing attack runs until sunrise. At 0807 oatapulted planes for 
flight to Pearl Harbor. At 0830 went to. General ~uarters for Main 
Battery offset oalibration firing. 0930 Commenced firing Main Batt-. 
ery, calibration practioe completed. Seoured from General ~uarters 
alid set Condition Ill. From 1330 to 1630 services were provided by 
shore based aircraft to fire 5"/38 Caliber Battery and Machine Gun 
Batteries at towed sleeves. Baker George and Tare rWile were firM. 
At 1545 completedfiringe on all batteries. At l730entered Pearl 
Harbor entrance chann~l making various courses and speeds to oonform 
wi th the channel. At 1819 moored in berth Fox-2, Pearl Harbor, T .H. , 
Task Group 12.5 dissolved. Reported to CincPac for duty. Transferred 
961 men 01' 5th Amphibious .I!'ourDraft ashore. ::Jet the port war watch 
and material condition "Yoke" at ldght, and X-ray during daylight. 

22 JULY 1944. 

'Meored in berth Fox 2, Pearl Harber, T.H. At 1522 underway for 
Berth .Ba:ker 17. Pearl Harbor Navy Yard, Pearl harbor, T.R. for lim! ted 
availability period to complete work not completed by the Navy -Yard. 
Puget Sound •. 161. Lj. Moored in berth J:laker17. Port watches secured dU. r-r 
ing stay in learl Harbor. Anti-aircraft batteries in Condition I fram ~ 

(96) 
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1 hour before sunrise to 0800 daily. Material aOll.ditioll. "toke" set 
during darkness and X.ray during daylight period. 

23 JULY 1944. 

Moored as before •. 0233 went to General~uarters upon reoeipt 
of an alert from ComliawSea Froll.tier. Made all preparations for 
getting underway. At 0854 seoured from al art. Set port 'watoh an.d 
resumed normal routine of training. upkeep and repair of personnel 
and material. . 

23 JULY to 31 JULY 1944. 

Moored as before. 

• • I.""', ....... 
Captain. U.S.Navy. 
Cormnanding • 

,. 

.j 

'\.1 
';."'--".::- -;:";"\" 
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File No; ~ 

BB59/ .A12-l!.A16 ... 3 

U. S. S. MASSACHUSETTS· 

CO'i tAL WAR DIARY 
.. ; ,1· . , ... 

1 August 1944-

Moored starboard side to Berth 17, Navy Yard, Pearl He:rbor, 
T •• H. for repairs 8J1d aiteratlons as' authoriZed byC~der -
Sei'vi~e foroe, . Pacific. ~ COllllllan'der in Chief, U.S. Plicific Fleet 
and various Pacific Fleet units present. At 1139 wade:rwayanCi. 
staiN-illg0utotPeal'l HarbOr; CGIIIlriRndittg,'9tticer,MASSACHUSETTS . 
is Commander . Task Group l2.7.U.S'.S,;·SMITH. ~LAMS0N'J!'LUSSERand 
DRAY'l'ONltccompany 'the MASSACHUSETTS in .T .• G~ 12.7, unll8r orCi.ers. \ ~ <\;' 
a:i1Ci.routi:ngof COllll!laJlder Hawaiian $;aa 1l'ro:ntier,enroute Eniwetok '-~ 
Atoll, _:rahall I.s1ands •. ' At 1345 Commenced period Of training in 
area ',so'\1,th ~'9f Oahu. . Servie~sprovide'd by'"; G0Illll1ander . Hawaiian ~ Sea' 
F;r-Gntier. At 151$ CoIlll!ienc~d)4/11.inand Secondary :Battery cal!bra-
ti0n practices.· At 1814 completedfil'ings.·· At 1911 fired 5" . 
high. altitude practice, .. At 2125 .. carried out night battle indoct-
rination practice (Main and SecQndary batteries).. . 

2090 Position 

200 :21~91 N 
15'70 47.3-!· W 

2 August 1944 
. .. 

. ~ 

Steelriing as before. At 0710 commenced 5"anCl;l1gh't A.A. ~ 
. firings at sleeve and drone targets. At 1445 -re:pe:ll'6d~sim.uated 

ail' atta.ck by HawaUansea Frontier airoraft.· At 1535 one plane 
of att'aeking foreecrashed and sau to starboard. At ,1555 came 
to course 2720(T). and speed l8~lqlots. (i)ommeneed zi~zaggi1ig in­
accordance with Plan lOZ •. Scr&enplaeed in accordaneewithstand­
ard plans (U.S.F. lOA) •. 1This Sliip:basically in C011dltioll II at ' 
nightaJild Condition IIli.n' dayt'ime.· ~ . 

0800 Position 2000 Position 
, 

200 282' N 200 40;0' N 19Cil39.7' N 151ftiJm ~5:':::'~9: 157· .D.?' W 

89254 Steaming as):)efore. At 0200 changed course to 265 0 ('1'1. 
At 0315 planes ofU.S.S~ INDEPENDENOE simUlated search and attack 
On~ this grou,p. Launel1ed a1rc.raft ali.d firell, machine glm batteries 
dlU'ing the cllays drills.' At.1556 Changed eOUl'$e to 2600 ( '1'). At 
2000 Changed time ZOM to zGineplus ten (flO)~' At 2100 U~S.S. .' 
FLUSSERaetedas tars~t fo,," torpe.dO attack exerciS.e. Fired 5" 
star $e:Lls f,oir illumination... . 

I 

, 
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(lsal:';) Pea-iilion 

190 53.1' N 
1620 25.5,' W 

OSOOPpsitien 
: .. -.' 

19.0 0005' 1'1 
169020.M· W 

Al 
U~S.S~MASSAOlmSETTS 

WAR BURY 

1200 Pbsiti.on. 
. , 

19° 51;..7' N 
16}0 24.0' W 

4 August 1944 

1200 Position, 

ls0 49.3' N 
1700 23" W 

60ltt 

. 2000 Positi@m. 

190 • 32.0' N 
16,0 45.1' W, . 

2000 Position 

180 ;L7~3' N 
172°52.2', ·w· 

ste~ng8:1J. before. Exerei$ed.a.tQIUlllEiry,Dri11sduring the 
day including 51! aad1ight,A~A.. til-ings. Oatapul ted <and recovered 
planes. At 1147 changed courSe to. 25S0(T). At :2000 Cha:nged to .' 
zOlleplusten (flO) and one-l\.aU H) time. At 2100 tired 5" 111-

I. uminatillln practice. 

, . 

, oSG(jPosi tion 
, , . 

.,17° 33.3' N 
i76G 27.4' W 

, . 

1202 Position 

. .. 170 ::L3~3' 1'1 
1.770 32.9' W 

2000,PosUillln 

'16° . 51.1' N 
1790 4S.3~ w 

Steeming.asbefore .• '" At 0000' .changed ... course to 257°( T) • 
Exerciseda.t Gunnery . .a.nd. Tactical. Dr111s. during the day. L8.unel).ed 
andrecoyered airora.ft. At 2000. ch8.ne;ed to zone plus'eleven, (,£11) 
time. At 2117 changed course to 25~0\ T) '., ' ' . 

I:';)SOOPosition 

, 1,055.,' N 
.1760 33 • .)tE 

6 August 1944 

1200 Position 

, ,1,03,.2' N 
1750 34.2' E ., ' .', - -' 

2000 Position. 

';:L4°54~;J N 
1~30 OS.HE 

Steaming as be.tore. Exe~iBed a.t GUrinery and Tactical l>rills 
auring the day • Launchedlllld recovered aircraft. F1recB. machine 
gun batteries at towed sleeves •. At 1.7.50 changed oourseto 2540 l T) • 
At 20000hanged to zone plus.e1even til 11) and one-haUli) time.:, 

, 
,(')SOO Pod tion 

. 7 Allg\llilt 1944 

1200 Position 

130 42.7'N 
168111 .47.5' E 

2000 Position 

13002.3' N 
166° 37.(HE 

, , . Steamitts as bet ore • Latqlohed andrecoveretl a.ircraft ~At 
16(j).~ ... c~ed course to 251o(T). At 2000 changed to zone phs. 
tvf@tve (,£ .12)tlme. . , ,. . . ", " • • 

. (99b 
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WAR DIARY 

~,:Altgust1944 

60/1'1' 

El690 POS:l.t101k.· '120G POlJltion 20GO ~,Qs1tion 
. -"':. -.' 

110 42' N 
16~o 17.6']1; 

Anchore4i1llilertl1,.42~,.Eni~et~k Atoll, 
Marshallm$l:and;wJ£h'oup. 

. .' - '. . 

. . steal!li~u, bef~e. At 0100 cha1'1ged CGUrseto2460 ( T.) • At 
05'5;sOlll1C1;'$dGen.ral'~llarters;.'eCU1'ed at· 0650., At083G.laun<)hed 
tweaireraft toranti-sumnarilill& pf;trol.At ~956 sighted ,Eniwetok 
][slUd, beariDg 29-1 O(.T). Unl'\i$ of Task For<)6 5S. observed enterillg 
tlleatoll.P.as$Ell:;·Beacoi/. "]!lasy" abealn to starboard ,at 1157 and en­
tered Eniwetok Atall. At 1~~7 anchored l.:n B.erth 423, EliJ.1wetok . 
Atol,}...Task, Gt'Gllp 12.7d1ssolved in accQ·rdUeeWithC1:rlcpac 310215; 
~SAeIDJSE~ l$eel1lllle unit of Fifth Fleet.·AdministrativeSOPA is . 
9 __ roJi TEN1n U.S~S. PRAIRIE. Set the Port War watch and collllllanced 
f~l1OW1ng norma.1port ,routinet U.S~S. 'J:'li'PAlWlNAC}t: calne alongside 
to,'skrboard for f\iellngoporations, del1vering3S00 gallons aviation 

, , g!i.jilOl;lne anCl; 9564, barr,els,fuel oil at S50F • Recieved dr~ft, of olil.e' 
, h\1l1cl1.;rellninehell men aboard for duty. At 2400 Changed to zone minus 
, , eleven' time l-ll) • 

• r 

10 August to l6.August 1944 

Anchoredim: Berth 423. EnlwetokAtoll, Marshall ISlandG:roup. 
l10rtWar Watch is, set1norma.lpCi)rtroutine bElUg followElIl. :Making 
111lpreparatl.Gnstorsea.,and .. _lntaining.,a.,seheduleof~epa11:,main­
tenanceancil.upkeepot ..... equ1pment as permitted by Condition of Readi .. 
ness '. tor .. getting. undemvay:. CQnduc.ting"'routinEltraiIl1lilg,-' drill and 
reereat101il s<lhedllle. . ' .' .' ". '. 

·Onll . .Aug~st 1944 at 0920, U.S.S; WASHINGTON; U.S:S.nmIANA, . 
11.S.S • .AI.ABAMAandU.S.S. J;OWA stood in tG anchor. l':resent CeiDBatPao 
Iii. WASHINNNand aom.Bat»i v' EIGll'l' ·in INDIANA. . " . 

On ll? . ..Au.gu.st 1944 'at 1710 U.S.S. C~IFORNIA. U.S.S. ,.T.ENN)!SSEE 
and U .S.S. llOJ.'WLULUstGod into the harbor and anohored in assigned 
berths. . . c • . 

. . Qn14 August 1944. at OSOO as.si:illled duty as Radar Guardship. Re­
lieved of Radar .Guard Duty on 10 August at OSOO by U.S.S. ALABAMA. 

17 August 1944 

. Anelaored as before. At 0800,' pu.rsuantto COlllIDlUillerTask Foree 
,Fift .. y lli8h, t'. s 1 ... 2, 2)iM. bec)aln, •. El a 1m,' ,it Of. T,.ask,GrOl1P ,S.,. lte.ar Admiral 
Sherman inlJ.S.S. ,EX, .. oommand1ng. Includei il1.TaskG;rollp ,8.) arEl 
U.S.S. Ei3i3EX, U.s.S.LEXINGfGN,.· U'.S.S. Wl\SRDlGT0N.,U.S.S. MASSACHUSETTS, 
l1;S.S .• INIi)IANA, U.S.S~ ALABAMA,CruDi~Th+:rtElen(lElss BILOXI), U,.S.S. 
RENI1l, D.esrQl1.Fift1·' anil' DElsron . Fifty Five ;lJ.S.6 .,soum llIAKOTl!, "in-
olU!led but notprElSent~, Qoll1lllail..derTask .Ferc:e Fifty J!!ighf;'present in 
,U~6~6. LEXINGTON. ( Vie e AGm1reJ,.1UTSCmm); CollJll!alllder Battleships, ..., 
Paeit1e preseil.t in.U .S.S, W.ABlIDiGTON.( Vice A(im1ral LEE); Com.Ba t.:Jiv 

. ·EIGHT .l>r~sentin U.S.S. INDIANA, (RearAQ:m1ral»AVIal.At 2020 re­
ceived s~l"Flash Red" from SOPA visually and by T .• B~S. At 2021' 

. (100) 
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U .s.s. MASSAcmisETm 

WAR JilIARY 

received .signal "Flasll, White" ililsamemanner •. 

18Allgustte·· 23AIlgllst '1944 

60/1'1' 

Anchored aflbeto·re.C.~ti:nuil'lgprepe.rations '1'01' sea, and 
maintenance rep.'1,.. ,t1'a~l1i;jfg' 'and';~nl schedUles. . . ~. <",'J~_ 

on 18 August 1944, 1l:1;0635 Trtlllsferred 110 r.o\lD.ds Of 5"/38 cal; 
projeetiles,Mk. 10-7, .M'l'F, Mk.18-4 toU.S~S. 10WA. At 19Q8 U .S.S. \ 

. ASCELLA., AK 137, meored alongside to starboard for pro.visionill.g 
operations. . . ..... . '. . .. ' 

. At 0840, 19 August l<144,:p,t'ovision!ng completed, andU;S.S. 
ASCELLA, AK 137, cleared our starboard side •. Tr~sferred6,OeO.> 
gallons 'otfreshwaterto YW88,alollgside to starboard. . At 222.fSOPA·" ' 
se.t.Col'lditiol'l"FlashRed" becallSe of Wlidentified aircraft iltV1cim:-
ltY'.1'Ientto AirAtte,ck.Stati611S;c0llllllenced preparationat,r . 
getting uderway.2245 Aii'craft identified as friendlY' aniSOPA 
set Cendi tlon ttFlIi.shWhite" •.. SecllrMfrom Air Attack, set l'Qrt 
war . \'latch and resumed.,normalport routine. .' 

,Gn21 .. August1944, transf.erred 6,000 .gallons fresh .water to 
YW88 j alongside to .starboard.·· . . 

At 1400·on 22 August 1?44transferred 100 rounds of 5"/38 Cal. 
projectiles, Mk. 30':'6 "W" to U.S~S. WASHING TeN. 

24 All:gust 1944 

0656lD1derwaY' to shift berths to anti~aircratt range. At 
on3 anchored in berth 312. At 0800 ass WIled Radar Guard Dut;y''; con­
ducted 5"/38 Oaliber practice ancl machine go practice, tiring at 
towed sle.eves •. 1602 underwaY' return to assigned berth; anohored ill. 
berth 423 at 1633. 

25 August 1944 

Anchored as before. Rec.e1Ved 156 - !i"/38 Cal. Star Shells, . 
Mark ,1S.llIod ~ and 4 trom LcM alongside to . port • 

. 26 Augllst 1944 

·Anchored as Qefere.· l'ursuant to Com]iatPao . Operation Order 
No.1Q~44 transferred to Tllird Fleet and beoame unit ef Task Foroe 
Thirty FOIlr assigned to Ta.sk Grollp 34.1 

TASK ' GROUl>GRGANlZATION 

• (101) 
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WAR DIARY 

6Q/ff 

At '08CiOrelieved of Rad.al'Gliard 'by U.S.S. AI4\BAMA~ At 093Q . 
Cl1!,lI.III1aD.aer:8at1;le~hi pDidsion. EIGRT, Rear- AllfII:l:ral (}.:s. DAVIs,' 
assisted 'bymem'bers'of' ·his··· statt,'b:e'ganMili tary .' InsPection. 
At 1130 Inspectioncoil).pletedj OGmmander Battleship Division 
EIGHT and member.s of hi-s statf left the ship. 

27 Augl1st 1944 

'Anchored as 'befo1'·e;; "'Tran:s1'erred6; OGOgaHons:t1eshwater 
to lWS8. At 1029' ande~y wshift poaltiOllinberth 42'3 sl1g1:ltl;y 
away-from U.8 .s. I(!)WA 1:0,. I!I,djoiliing berth. At l;(!)38 anchOred in • 
. assignedberth42) •. Continued with ,normal, .portrolltlne. 

2SAU«'lst<1944 
I 

Anchored as'befilre. U.S.s. CAHABA came alongside to star.­
baord and delivered 3,838 barrel's '1'llel 11 /uld 5,000 gallons af'fa ... 

. . ·tlongasol1ne. .. , 
.; ,~;: ..... 

29'A~st1944 . -," 

AnchOred'as" be1'!ore-. Transferra4emptY'!l:lIIID;anit1on 'casesand 
,oans to S.S. RUTLAND VICTORY, alongj!ide to starboe,rl't~ , Transferred 
to SOPA 19,000 rounds 40.MM., HET'ammunition,Lot11ncl,iillIIDcer;re­
ceiTed from" SOPA 20,000 rounds 40. R.)!:. A:mmunitlon, .Lot Unele Abl.e. 

:30Allgust1944 
, . 

AnchOred, as :before.··· 0658 Underway ... from. ,berth 42.:3! En.i.wet"k 
Atoll of .the.Marshall .. Island,Group in accerdanc e'nth comBatPac·· 
.Sortie Order No. 11-44.Thls ships is unit of Task GrollP:34.10, 
CODDllanc.'l.er, Vice Admiral. LEE .. inU.S.S. WASHImTON. '. 

DesronFltt;r. 

At0756weat:t6'AirAttaek StatlonsaJil.d, set ~terial Condition 
ttZebr~.ttt:orso~tie. trp~Xl completion of sortie at 0825 secured' 
tr9111 Air Attack statiolls, set Material Condition "Yoke", At 0855 
t~tmedCr\lisiDgformation 10 Victor., contained ln~~graph It, 
Speei.l Exercise Procedure, AlIne]; ttB" ·to ComTaskFor 6peration 
Or4;ei' No. 11-44. cncourse ']'8eO{ T)al!ld aXis lS00(.T) at standard 
ap~~~,17 .kn:ots.At0932formed cruising dispCllsitlon4 Nan, con­
tained:1nptl:re,gl'll!.p)J. :Hal (11. o1'So~tie O1'o,e1', CGll)]la;~ac Operation 
OrUr 11-44, OIl ,cEll1l1selSei>l';t'>, ans l800 (T) at st~dard,speei, 
17 laletl:\.(;ollllll.611cedzi$-,zaggi:o,g in accordance with Plan 23 at 
0942~ At llOGCeasedzlg-zagg1ng and steadied 011 course l300 { T) 
tor tr~er of wounded man fr.om U.S.S. COGSWELL, which came along-

I "(102) . .5 
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6o/ff 

siG.eto starboar4;tl'ans1'ercompl;eted at 11lG. At 1226 formed 
special .. Cl'u1s1n~FOl'!l1ati!)n 10 Victor preparatory to . ctonducting sched-
uled Gunn:e1'Y E2:ercises'ico:atail1edill An:n:ex"B" to·CGIIl'l'askFor i'llirty j. .' . 

FO.' ur . sortl.,e .. G .. " .. oel".1 .. 1._~4 •... u .... pon ... co.mpl .. e ... tion 0.1' EX.' ercises at 1510, form-~' .. '.' ed cruising cil.isposition .4. Nan, changing Fleet cOurse and aXis to ' .. 
1650 (T) and maklng2~lq).o.wa. .l!'leet GuideisU.S.S. lOWA,bearilig . .'. 
2290~ f). 4,500yardSil!YJ:sion gllide is U .S.S.ALAli~. 1650 ( '1'),. -"'.," 

.2,OOG. yards.' . 155)0 ' .. need zig;" zagging . in' accordanc'e' with Plan • " 
24, ceasing at 1724 alI.d retuta1ng to basecolU'se, 165Q('1') at IS ,. ' 
kl1ots •. A:t 17>J.t~ederllising cil.isposition4 Sllgarconllained in '. 
eruising1Uttuet$'"to Alii:nexITB" Of. Operation, £1rder 10-44 issued ' 
by OomTask:¥,ori'lli~J!:;FGIU'~ ·At 1747 Cruiser lilivJ:sions 13 and 14 

, joiried the'cil.isposition •. InolUded in Crl1Uiv13 are: U.S,S. MOBILE; . 
SAliTA'FE, BIRMINGHAM; il1 .. C.r.llDiv14,. U.S.S. Ht>USTON. VINCENNES AND . 
MIAMI. At181? COllllllenc·ed,·zig-zaggl1l8inac·cordance'with :Plan 25. 

OBOO·Position 

.. ,0 19.6' N 
1630 53.EB E 

12GO :Position 

10° 42.5' N 
1620 3S ~ E 

31 August 1944 

1200 Position 

40 31.7' N 
1640 13.7~ E 

2000 Position 

BO 35.6' N 
1630 45 ". E 

2000 Position 

30 31 'N 
1630 37.2' E 

. '. . StesmiDg .. ~sl1e1'()re il;l .c.ompany with. Task Group. 34.1El and Task 
Grou.p. 34.21,eJ1J:outeatter .e.onduct1ng . tactiC!il exereis~s, to 1'uel": . 
ins rendeZ'Vousand,l'eI.ldezTolls With Task Foree 3B t inaocror4a;aoe 
with Comiatl'ae 0peration Order· 10-44. At 0500·UIi.idel1tifiedradar 
eentaQtbeal'ing.,2120 (T), distanoe 5Smiles reported to Task Eorc.e 
COllllllander. Contaot.later . .idatttifled as Island, of KUsale. . At 
06'46 set A1r,ora1'tCtlruUUon of Readiness S. . Standard· speed' chailged 
to 15 knots. 0657 oeased. zig-z!!lSging and l'esumedbasec'o\U'se t 2650 

('1');' forme4.cruiaing.ii1sp.os1t1.on···4Nan at 17 knot.S. Conducted lIlf,lch-
1ne gun battery firing,.~x&.l!eises as sohed~ed, expending 492 roun_s 
4QMM .(l!i!;.T.l.; and 439,round.:t,.20MM (Hl!:). l!:ngage.d in tMtioal inaneuvers 
liS diuotedby' Task Group. COllllllander •. '. At 13'00 Conducted· radar cal1bra-
1;1 on l:Ix~.c.ises,.and at .. 1;4lmanne.d. Gettetal ~uarters sta tiGns prior 
toM$.1n iat'terY :Clrillgex_r¢1se •. CQllIIReneedt.trlng Main Battery at 
160~., firing at varying r$.11.ges from the target. At .. 1724 ceased . 
firing ruadseClU'ed from Gene,ral ~uarters,setting Oond1.tiol'). II Able. 
At. 1725 .Fleet course and axiachanged to 2250 (T); aild at 1745 re­
covered two airoraft by the Dog methOd, at 10 knots. At lS16 cO!lllllenc­
edzig-zagging in aceol'danoeWith :Plan 25, speed 17 knots. 
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. 
MASSACHUSETTS 

G8ee 1'9sitiGJl 

". 02:- 43.p· N 
161 -10.4.1, E 

WAR DIARY 

1 SEP~ 1944 

1200 l'Gsiti0n 

'Cil2° - 22 .. 4' N 
1600 ,.,. 21.2! E 

2000 Positlen 
i . ~.' .," 

010 - 34.0' N 
1580 ,.,. )7.2!: E 

.' . 
. SteamiagwLthTask Forc.e 34.on operations concerned with 

Stalemate II Gw:npaiP-t in gelleral. accordance with CGll/liIaR4er West­
ernPae1ti.e.Task.Forces (and Commander Third Fleet)Opera~1on 
PlaaNo. 14"'44 Of 1 Augllst 1944. Basic organization inclUdes the 
tQllowing torees: . 

) 

T.F, ~o .. . . 
(jover~ng Force ana. Special Groups. 
T.F. il .. 
EXPecrtUlna.ry Foroe. 
T.F.31t . . 
leavy·sur.tace Strik1D.g.Foree • . T·k~· :t1~t· l1rf'aee Striking. Foree •. 
T.F, ~8 . . 
la&t .~arr1er For.ces. 

18594 

Task Foree ·34 (VieeAim1ral W.A.LEE) organized and 'eperatlng in 
aecordaneewith C.T.F. 34 (ColllBatPae) OperatiOn Order 10-44 o.t . 
26 AI1gust 1944. At pr.a.s.ent TaSk Foree 34 includes Ba.t.tlel1ne" 
(34.1): . ' '. ~ c; 
.. IG'I'lA(F, iatDiv 7) .. .. . 2. ,.,~ 

.' WAaHINGTGli (F. C01IIia.thc)· 2;;; :,.. 5.:. 
INDIANA (F, ... BatD1v8) Cl" . 000 

MASSAGWSETTS. rn a ';i 
ALABAMA. (F; .jilatl)iv9) ~:;;" 

Right Ji'11Ulk (34.2): .. " ..... f-" 0 g c', . 
. Grul)!v 14 less VICKSBURG \Jl ~ 

", ,'I"'; 

Deel.lon 52' . '. VI ~ 

. Orl1Div 13 less BILOXI 
DesRea 50 

'" . 

....... ,~":"!:~~.dbpoeition 4-N on fleet course 2550 ( T) 
• Standard spe~d 15 bote. Zig-zagging 

. in Condition. of R~diness II 
~xeept where etherwise in-

, 

www.tinyurl.com/slover


U.S~S •. 'MASSAQmJSETTS . 6O/ft . 

WAR.DIARY 

· .• At 04)4' StoodtoGeael'a1·Q.uart'eX'ss ta tion-$ 1'or- exercises·, . 
Secured at 0548. At &600 Fleet course'andaxische:n:gedto 2500(T)~ 
Qondllcted.taotieal ,and g\llUle17e;r~cts'e8"thr'()ugb:Gtlt'theda:r.At . 
1054 Spec1a.1Gl!'ell;p)4.5consbting ot IOWA,Clrul>iv 14 and DesRen 52 
left theUspesiti'(i)n. At 1730, iI;l cruisill.gdi$pesition 4-N on fleet 
c,ourse and axis 245()(T). At 2400 changed zone time to minus ten _",,1!!@;j 
(-10). . 

. . . .. . 
000 - 27.6' N 

'1550 - 31. t'· E' 

2 sEPi'ElifiER194'4' 

1200 Position 

000": 24~ 5i N 
154-°- 2505',·E 

200G.Position 

000 .:- 21 .• 8' N 
152°-28.41. E 

.' .Steamingasbe1'ere.· At 2401sim~ated'attaek· bYSpeG18J. 'qr<lup .. 
. 34.; developed. Formed.>apP.Hachdispositlon 8 •. Ship 8toodto . 
General ltuarters,stations·.·llalilel1'V'eringto' attack simulated enemy. 

· At 0415 formed Batt!. ·eDispasitioll. 4.' At 0545, termed crUising .dis- . 
posi t1ciln 4..)1·· on fleet eourse.ano.a!x:ls 2700 { T). . Secured' ·1'romGeneral 
Q.UQ.rters. '0750Z,a\11lehed tYio planesfo.r A.S.p.reeoverlng-at 1105 by 

.D$gMetllod.iileld Tactical' an4G\mneryE:x:ercisesthroughout the day • 
· At 1900ellanged t1eet call1'seand axi s to 3l00t T); speed 181m.ets. 
1930 Oommenced zi, .. zaggingilLaceordance wlth.Plan 25. At 2400 
ellanged to zene minus nine time (-9). '. . 

) SEP'l'lmiER'1944 

0800 PGsition . 1200 Position 
"'.-' .' ""-~""'-- '-. 

· . @lg - 10~8' N 010 - oo~6' N 000- 05;1' N . 
150 - 48.8!.E 1510 - 19.4! E lp20 - 33.8!. E 

\ . . Ste8llli~g as berorewith IIl$sk~tor~eJ". . At 0)00 (ihangel'l ~ourse 
,e.ilia:x:ls tCi>2'10()( 'l,'); -spee415lmots •. At 0328 in oentactwiph Task 
]!,orce ;8 by TIlSraa:1Ci1. 0500 In vie1lility .ot ·rende·zvoI1S poinil; with 
ifaskl!'orce )8 at. 01° 30'N, 150°- 25'E. OrU1se:li'sdetached from Of.F. 
34 30in their Task Farce 38 groups..commenced maneuvers, whi.eh 
lasted throughoutthemarning, to join up with tueling groups and 
TitSkForoe 3th ~intaintnganadvanoeon cOlWao"1200 {T) •.. At 0800 
oha.nged to.mj;JtIil$ten:·(.,..10.j.zonetime..At ).200 U.S.S.OAS$IN YOUNG 
all)nsiden'thiotticialmaU.. Tasli:~~e"34. 4lissolved, . 'cruiser and 
destroyer units, e:x:-eeptDesDiv99,~~port1ng to Task Groups 38.2 
and 38.; •. Battleships fiUld~sDiv99.organ1Zed as Task Grol1p 38.5. 
TaskForce 38 operates \lllder·ComFir/iit(ilarTaskForPac {VlceAdmiral 
M.A. MITSOoa)Opera:tlon,Or.derNo,.1G-44 et20 August 1944. Db .. 

. pOsition. and .. j,Jl$.trlictiona are als~', toundin'.FirstCarrier Task .' . 
1)'orce Instructions, whiehlIU,ld1;t;'les andamplities U .S.:F. lOA. Task 

• -106 .. 
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OSOO PositiOn 

.Ol)~- U.)' ~ 
1500"~2.'9!. E . 

4·SEl?'PEMBEa,1944 

1200PosUion , 20QO,Position 

, .. 000 - 21.9' S 
14So - 21.5', E 

. " ,,'-' :. ,.,., - . . ,(,' , ,'- .' , '. - - ' ;. . 
.' Steamiagas befc1J!'6. At 0000 . changed. fleet course. od. axis to 
. 2S0~{ Il'l;.o .li'le,et speed is 17 DotS. '.'l'ask Force 3S grollps 1, 2 and 
· 3 I;1reil'or.thwest of 38.5, "cenroqte"Palau. )8.51s enrollte area 
· It\['eDlP1e·lihich,i.sapprQ:t1$a1Jjly .. at 3ON,,135<m~ At 0700 DAVEY JONES 
. annellllc.4· hls~en,,,.;'abOQ.~d'j$d at 0900 NEl'TUNIS', REX was received 
~ th4l1e "re:lil0l11. "POllywog member~of the crew were converted to 
shellbacks~ 

,-.' . 

0800 Posit1eti 
'.,. '0' .... '. 

· 01' - 17' '.N 
1450" 24:'6,'E 

5 .. S~EB,1944 

1200 Po.si ti011 -. . 01°": 2.9.4'N 
1440 ,.. n·4!E 

'2000 PositiGn 

.' .st~~as before. li)uriug,tJiekycOl1duCt.ed,t8.c;tical Ud 
gwmery exercisea,co:Q..tormingin.gener.a1· to'b8.se cOurse 2700 \ ':C). 
At 1930 changed fleet COIU,'Be to 28"0,° ( T); speed is 17 knots •. ' Zig .. 
zagging il!l accordance with Plan 25. " , 

0$00, Position 

. 020 -0).6' N 
1'90 ~ 29.3 tE · 

oSEPm41iER 1944-· 

1200 Posi1;ion 

' .... 020 -OS.5' N 
1390'; 10 .• 6' E 

2000:'?Position' 

020 - 14.)' N 
1)70 

- 29.4' E 

. . ,Stet:illlineas pe;fQre. At 0615 U.s.S. NEW JERSEY with' ColJlllllUlder 
~irdFleet\Ailln1ralW.F. HALSEY) ;!oin~d 1l'~li!k,~roIlP )8.5 •. iattle-
line organizatiOn becgme;; ,·.'-.,.r ' 

lBatDlv'Z 
, .. ' ,:'. "IOWA (F) 

• NEW' Jl!RSEY (FFF) 

~ 107 .. 
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• 
U .S.S.~ACmrsETilS 

WAit.DIARY 

. aatDiv8 
.... ';'" lDIANA (F) 

MASSAClIDSETilS . 
BatDiv9 ... . . 

. 'AI.A.B.AMA' ( F) 
WASHING-TON ( FF) 

, 
60ltt 

Exercised'at tactics and~JlllerythrollghQl1tthe. 4a1;with OoluBQtD1v -~~Il.\_ 
8 aotiTeas O.T.C •. At 1206u.s.'s.Hl!}ALY Illonsid.e totl'aJ!lster patient. :, 
At 171.°''\1.3.8 •. COTTEN. alongside With mail. Fleet ooars.EI and axis 
290°('1); speed 15 knots. . 

0800Pesltlon 

. . a). - 48.9' lIT 
1340 .. 55.3JE 

7 S;mpTDBERl:9lf4 . 

1200Posltlon 

. 0)o~ 5S~9.' N 
134-Ci) - 33.5J E 

2000 Positlon 

. t)30 - OS~4-' if . 
1350 -:.21.". E 

···--'$team,;.g as· before. Condllotedtactlcal and· gUlUl.e:i:yexerclses 
th1'~~ol1t the day •. At '1.015' stood to Genoral~uartorsstationstor 
e:tEire1ses.. secnredatll15:.. At 1624USS,HIOK0X alongside. to fuel. 
Operation completed at 1727& USS RICKOl: recevlng 69.780 gallons 
1'1181 o~l.neet oourse140; ('f) •. a:x:1s270o{ T). speea, .1,5,Knots. 

0800 Pod Uon '. 

04-° ..,25.7' lIT 
. 13$0 - 27.) 'E 

8.SEP'l'iMBEJi 19.44 

1200 Posi tien· 2000. Posltiol'J. 

02° ";;' 51.4- 'N' 
1'5'!- l,a.9 t E 

'~"". ...'-

Steam~.I,)ll..course .. .J4,O.\iI(Tl. ax1s2.70~( Tl, s]>eedlT~~ta1Ii. 
erl11S1ng ,.disposition 4 .Sllgar .Z1g..za,gg1ng.ao.cording tQ<PllUl 25. 
Oonll.UetedTa11iollstact14ali.andglUll1e.J1.ye:terolses.througl1ollt·the 
day. At aSO.O.,.eatapuJ.t.edtwo]>lUesfortUghts .1n,c~eot1QnW1.th 
g~ertdr111s; r.ee&vei'edai.rcr~tt cby Charl1e!Jlethodat1l2(h $toCiJd 
toGe~era1Q,u.a:~ters,sta:t;10J1sat.1315 for bill, secur1~at1326. 
U.S.S.lIEALY alongside to .tuel at 1615, c1ear1n~side at 1732 atter 
reeeiti,~ 19.945 gal1011S of fuel 011 •. Formedctll1ll11ng, dispesitioJ1 
4-Sugarat 2015 on tleet coarse 14-00 ('I'), axis 270°.('1) at 17 knots 

e80C) Position 

04° - 05~3' lIT 
1350 - 09.9! E 

9 SEPTEMBER .1944- . 

. 1200' Position, 

04-° .: l,.2 ' N 
1350 - 1l.5J, :B 

2000Posi tion . 

03°.-4-9.0' lIT 
135° - ll.2tE 

~ ~ . 
. . steainiJ1gas betGre. Condacted taetioal e:i:ereises throughout . 

day llPOJ1 direction' of O~T.~. At 1150 fleEit COUl'sll and axis oltanged 
to 180°' '1') •.. At 2004tol'll1ed cruising dispositlon4- Sugar on course' 

. ! 
: . , 

. and a:tis.3jOOtTj at 17 knots. U.S.8 • .tUCKOX left fOl'Jllation at 2200 . 
'. on direction ot. 0 .• T.C. to oarryout undisclosed assignment. 

\. ,_~~.,,~" - lGS -'" . . 
. -" 
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U.S.S~ JW3SACRUSETm, 

WAlt DIARY 

60/ff 

i 

, 
. , 

GSOOPosition 

0.5° ... 19.3' N 
134°. - 1405'· E 

10 sEl?TEMlBER 1944 

.. 1200l'osition 

040 - .5.5~2t N 
133/)- 41.0' E 

2000 Position 

04° - .5i~S' N 
134° - lS.4',E 

f~" i 

. ! , 

Steaming a3'jS.efore,zig-zagging accorl!ling to Plan 2.5. At 
0612 U.S.S. INDI.A:NA ri')pQrtedsightingafloating mine. and dropped 

~si-, ':,1), 

.' " .. 1 

a ~ke .pCit. te.mark'the approx1D!ate location~ U~.S.S. G!4.TLlNG was 
sot to investigate. Etteote.drendezVGu3 withFl1eling Grollp 30.S • .5 
and 0630 fermed fq.lt+.ing cUspo31tion 4 Fox, guide U.S.S. NECHES, on 
course. 11(1)( .T) at'l;2 knots. At 0707 came alongside port side of 
U.S.S. KASKESKIA alld oomm.enced reo·e1vingtuel •. At 0811' U~S.S. 
ltEALYeamealongside to pOJ.'tand trails:f'erredaboardaral!lio tech­
n1C18.n~ A.t 1040 c0IDl>leted fllelililg operations havimg received 
14.34.5 b.arre1s 1'llel Qil at 60°F. Z1g-~gged independently on 
ste.t1onwhl1e the units tueled. At 1146 rol'lJiedcruis1ng d1spostion 
4. S ... ·.i1g.--ar OIi..100111-Se 2. 700(T), axi.S 060Cl(T) at 17knots,guide • U.s .S • 
.INDIANA. Fleet axis c\J,anged to 0900(T) at 1417 and at 1430 formed . 
u~.t~iJ1g diS1'esit1(1)n4 Nan. At 171SU.S.S~ D01i1-5¥CH alollSl3ide to 
t%'a:tl$ter guard mail. Fleeta:;1s cllaIlgeq.tO 3?O.(':!.'l,fleet course to 
3100( T). . 

OSoO ' PoSi thn 
. . .. .... - . - . 

06° - 33~ltN 
1320'" l6.4! E 

11 SEPTEMBER 1944 

1200 Position 2000PQsitioll 

OSo - 42.0' N 
'1300 - 23.B E 

.. ' ,... ---
Steam1ng as Detore on va,rioUscourses and at ve.rious speeds 

as l!l1rected by C.T.C. At 1139 formed by I!liv1sions 90° r~ative to 
,a. tJ)iV. 8!sta ... non." units.totmed. 1800 rel.a.ti'vet6 unit. guides. PI1r. suant 
to C0ll1Th1rdFleet 10203.5-; at. 1200 TaSk Gro\i.P 38~.5 dissolved, U.s.S. 
~1ll1l3E~TB beeOllJj,iig,.a unit. ot ':Cask GroQ.p38.3, organized as 
follows: .c 

T.F. 38-V:i.ce. m~['SCleER 

• 

,':C •. G.38.3 ... 'SlIEBMAN 
\a).)8.3.1 .. .. R~ar AdJ!iiralS~ 
"" ', .... 

(FF) 

- Vice Admiral LEE 
N0nTli CAROLINA 

• < ~~~~:GTCN (FF). 
Ba 8 

MASSACIWSETTS. INDIANA . 
:BatDiv 9 . . . 
. 'ALABAMA. (F) (SOUTH DAKOTA .n"t present) 

- 109 .... 

, 
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'li .S~S.· MAf$SAGJiWS:Ill'.em 

. 'WAR'DIARY 

. RENO 
(4) 38.3.4 Sereen -QaptainTodd 

Del3'ROn50 . 
DellRon 55 

60/1'1' • 

Vie e4amira1llITSQlURprellf>nt .. in ~~TOIi; Rear Aamiral SlU!:ElMAN 
.'. present in 'ESSEX-•. 

At 13)7.1'ormed 1'a*>lingdispos1 ticn1Fox,whiile.· card,ers tl1e1-
· e4. Fleetgl1!de'1scenter'~er'ttl~et Ccil11rS6'attdaxis' 3150( Tl, 
· speed 12 oots,.1525 '{J'.S,~s. B;E.AI.Y alongsiie' tortlL'anSfer 01' " .. 

erj,gj,.'.',n. eer.lng .. ··mater1al:. 1645 Formed .er,u,ising dispedt1o.n5 Rager f guide. '{J.S.S. ESSEX. on tleet COIlrSe 3150( T). fleet axis 225C1(TJ 
at 20 knots. ' . 

12 SEP~ER1944 

1200 Position 

100 
- 44.1' Ii 

12€1° - :rl.8,~ .E 

:aQOO;po&1tion 

ii:"i8.1 ' Ii 
127 ,. Q6.4 t E 

, Ste8ll).iagas before in cO)Ilpany with Task ~o,*p ~8.3zig-
zaggiagasrequ1r.edby operat1.ons and as maneli!.vers ,pel'll1$,t4· 
~glnning.,.at .. daW1tand coatbuingthr0u.ghout th~daY'c!1J::rierlil 
la~d1'ightersw:eep$and air st1!ikesagaili.st tMJ:slands 01' 
Nf>~~s,.Lf>yt,e. Gebg"ana-cS/UIllU' in theOentral .Philippinei'!. . 
JapanEise.air1'ieldS.shippug, .al).d;,$i>.re, ills,talla tilii)ns were, heavily 

· e.ttacked.ASPand CAPwere·maintaineQ by. the Air·Q:roups.,Sea­
plane resoue facilities bybatt1esh1ps. From 051Sto,,~lS 
st~d to Gener.al Q,uartersstat1ons. Format1onax1,srotat1ld"to 
3000 ( T) lit 063'S. Maneuvered asrequi-l'edby tl1gJatoperations 

· and as ,d1,..,ected byO.T.O .At 1140 sightealandbear4M 2J+.9C!1(.T) • 
believed. t€l . be ap,ortionot· Elnaga;tlsl_'!,Gen:tra1< Phillipj.ll,e . 
Groap. At 1210 '{J.S.S •. CASSINYOWGaloags detodel1ver gllard 

· malL·· At 1220. '{J.S.S. DORTCBalonglillde to •. tuel; tuel1ag completed 
at 1315 .50,49@gallonll tael .oil transterred. At IMQ, the . 
eaptain addressed the orew over the Pablie Addre.ss ~Y8t~ as 
1'ollows: . ' ... , ", 

.' .. "!I'hlaiS theQaptE1:1nsPEiaklng~ My parpose, is '1)o0o.tl1»,e for 
lOU the operat10ns which are now' taki~ .pl~ce so"that you may ,. ' , 
UJ;!.derstand nctonly what we are 4i,ting.biitwhat ''Pthers are doing 

. in. coordination with us. '. .' . ; 
First •. thestra1;egic sit.\l?t,i!'1n,. As you know. while w.ewere . 

back in the States. ourUn,e qtadvance was pushed westward from 
the liarsJ;J.a.l1s to the Ma,riana$; bypassing Trnk. Durililg this time. 
GeneralM8.cArthll.l' advanced his pos1thn'S trom Hollandia. where we 
lett him, to theWesterntiPQt New Gliijiea. You can viSualize 
~ese' two mOTes" i,;he·,map astwQ spear.s p01nti~ toward the' 
'fhllipp1neli\, Olle trom tlle south. and elle trCl1l the east; t1:16 Clle 

~ 110 -
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