











62 IDEAS AS TO THE EFFECT OF

points, and for guns of lower calibre than the 16-pounder,
to one line:

FRENCH GUNS. FRENCH SHOT.

FRENCH MEASURE. DIAMETER. WEIGHT.
NATURE. .
Calibre. |Windage| Fr: Mea: Eng: Mea:Eng: Mea:
metre. metre. metre. inches. Ib. oz.

48-Pounder .... 0188 0-003 0-185 7-2830 54 b

p. M p. . p. p. L. p.
36 »” 6 5 6 1 6 6 4 0 6:7499 43 4
30 » 6 1 0 1 6 511 6 63514 36 0
24 ”»” 5 7 8 1 6 5 6 2 58736 28 8%
18 ) 51 6 1 6 5 0 0 53208 21 4}
16 ” 411 3 1 6 4 9 9 51301 18 15%
12 » 4 5 9 10 4 4 9 4-6859 14 7

Thus it appears that the French 24-pounder shot
weighs 28%1b. English. The difference of weight
between a French and English 24-pounder shot is less
only by 141b. than between an English 24 and 18-poun-
der shot. That this difference is of vast importance,
nautical skill being equal, the actions between the
Constitution and Guerriere, the United States and
Macedonian frigates, sufficiently demonstrate. It may
also be observed, that our 32-pounder shot is lighter
by 41b. than the French 30-pounder, and only 33 1b.
heavier than the French 24 : that our 24-pounder shot
is only 2% 1b. heavier than their 18-pounder shot ; that
we have no nature of heavy gun to answer to the French
36-pounder, the 42-pounder being obsolete, and that
even this shot, nominally so much higher than the 36-
pounder shot, is 1} Ib. lighter than it.

As it may be desirable to ascertain the calibre of
foreign guns in English measure, and to judge of the
weight of shot which each nature is competent to pro-
ject, the following table has been constructed. The
windage allowed by the several nations, and even of the
same nation, varies ; it is, therefore, assumed to be one
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e and half French, for all guns above 12-pounders ;
d one line for 12-pounders and all inferior calibres.
future wars it will, no doubt, be at least this. The

weight of shot which English guns might project, if the

indage were similarly reduced, is also given to facilitate
Jomparison :

CALIBRE é WEIGHT
MOMIHAL NATION. OF z oF
NATURE OF GUN. GUN. 5 SHOT.
inches. Ib.
48-Pounder ....| France.........| 72835 54'3375
Sweden k verses| 69947 5 ggggg
mark .. ... 69163 ©
36-Pounder .. {| Penmar-- el Gean | £ | 432108
Russia. «o.0oce..| 68390 4 g%ggg?
32-Pounder..... England. ......| 64100 = 7
Rusin, - ovon.| 64310 5 351911
30-Pounder... {| France, ........| 64846 360312
Sweden. ....... 61107 E} 30°1048
Denmark .. ....| 60437 S 290362
France. .oeevese 60068 3 287511
Holland........ 59745 2 280269
24-Pounder .. { | Russia.........| 59738 - 280177
Austriad....cooee 59127 I 27°1472
SPaIn. . «veerees 590072 | . | 270699
Prussia .....o00 58705 = 266557
England.......| 58230 : 25°0026
Denmark .. .... 54930 g 216516
France. ........| 54630 | o | 212919
RUSSIA. coernes | 54276 | £ | 208694
18-Pounder .. {| Holland.. ...... 54076 | = | 206270
Austria ...oo00e 58719 =] 202182
England . ...... s~9,9§g © igggi:
16-Pounder.....| France. ........| 526
Sweden. . ..... . 48508 152765
France. ...e....| 48190 14°8889
Denmark .. ....| 47765 8 14°4905
Russia. <cceeo.s| 47414 | 8 :;11)23;
-Pounder... { | Holland........ 47204 =
4 o) Spain. .........| 47080 | & | 138643
Austria coveoens 46931 | © 137303
Prussia .c.oc00e 4°6758 13'5764
England. ......| 46230 12:1133

It is remarkable that, of similar calibres, English s}xot
are by far the lightest, even with this unauthorized

. reduction of windage. The average weight of a 24-
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