Wonvnf131-1ttvfl41n The Coast Defense Journal! | ! e nimnobhfiel

IQvv.p. I vivIN|jnjubsz!STtfswbujpo-12:34.2:56

Kpio!E/ICfoofu

The Puu-o-Hulu Military Reservation (POHMR) was located on the Island of Oahu in the Territory
pg! B bxbjj-!polui finfFxbse! pstxftuldpbtulbu!Quv.p. B viv. Lbj!) ifsfhyufs;!Quv.p. I viv*-Iboljoefgfoefou!
mass of basalt that is part of the extinct Waianae Volcano. The reservation was situated in the Lualualei
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The military reservation was established on April 27, 1923, when 0.15 acre (Tract A) was set aside
gps!njnjubsz!qvsgptfticz!UfssjupsjbnHpwisops>Xbmbdf!S/IGhssjohupoljo!Fyfdvujwf!Psefs!Op/1255-levqp.
cated by President Warren G. Harding’s Executive Order No. 3885 of July 27, 1923. The army shortly
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pg! B bxbjj/'Usbdu! E-Ibdrvjsfelpo! Efdfncfs!5-12:51-1dpoubjofe!bqaspyjnbufiz!2/36!bdsft! tfulbtjeflcz!
Hpwfsopst!Fyfdvujwf! Psefs!Op/! - 24/1Ushdu! F!) 1/31!bdsf*! xbt!bdrvjsfe!cz!bo!joefouvsfixjuilui fIUfs.
ritory cf Hawaii on Deceir ber 31, 1941, The largest parce] (Tract =), consisting of some 65.25 acics,
xbt!bdrvjsfelgspn!ur FlUfssjupsz!pg! B bxbjjlczinjdfotf!po!Bvhvtu!23-12:53/!Blovncfs!pg!sjhiut. pg. xbz!
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Dpngboz-hoelui fiUfssjupsz!pg! I bxbjjlcfuxffo!Bvhvtu!7-12 - 56-boe!Gfcsvbsz!4-12 - 62/'Gpvstbeejujpobr!
fire control stations were subsequently built atop the 850-foot Puu-o-Hulu by the end of World War
JN)3*
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The majority of the structures at the POHMR were built on the crest, exterior, or within the
opsuixftufso! tpgf! pg! Quv.p. Bviv-thcpwu! - 11! zbset! gspn!ui ! dpbturjof/! Qvv.p. B vav! pwfstibepxt!

coastling uniil vhe 90-foct elevaiion; then rises stezply to meet vear vertical dlifs alrnost halrway up
slopes. The landscape is principally rock, with countless boulders strewn about. The eastern or reverse
tpqfjtibntplwfsz!tuffg/
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On December 31, 1941, Adm. Chester W. Nimitz assumed command of the U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Tapsunzlui fstogufs-luiflofx!dpnnboefs!pgluif! 1 bxbjjbo! Efgbsunfou-!Mu/! Hfo/! Efipt! D/' Fnnpot-!
conferred with Nimitz, his superior as commander-in-Chief Pacific. The agenda most probably included
ejtdvttjpo!pglui flvshfouloffelup!fyghoe!ui flefyfotftlup!qspufdu! Phivt!25: Injift!pg!ti psfijof-lbt! xfm!
as the main ports and airfields on the outlying islands of Kauai, Maui, Molokai, and Hawaii.
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the navy offered to loan the Hawaiian Department obsolescent guns of several different calibers from
jut'pseobodf!tupdlt-ljodivejohlhvotlup!cf!tbmbhfelgspnlobwbnwfttfitlebnbhfe!psitvollevsjohlui f1Qfbsn!
Harbor attack. The Hawaiian Department received 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 14-inch guns from the navy, in.
divejoh!24!pctprfuf!8.jodi!obwbnthvot/I Tjy!xfsflfngrbdfe!po! Pbiv;!gpvs!bu! Chuufsz! B bscps!po! Thoe!
[sland, and two at Battery Hulu at Puu-o-Hulu. The Island of Kauai, some 90 miles northwest of Oahu,
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type access road on a cliff at the 250-foot elevation. Option No. 2 involved the less costly method of
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projectile and powder storage magazines at the rear, on the left and right respectively.(7) The magazines
xfsflifrvjqgfe! xjui!U.tibgfe!sppgupq! dpodsfuf! gjgf!woujnbupst/! Tuffnl fousz! eppstlup! cpui ! nbhb{joft!
included louvered central ventilation panels. A concrete floor-to-ceiling wall shielded the powder and
qspkfdujrf!nbhb{jof! foushodft/
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ui fisjhau!pg!Hvo!Op/!3-tbulbepwvul - 1lgFfulfifwbujpo/)9*ICpui!8.jod i lgfeftubnthvo!npvout!xfsficpnufe!lup!
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Battery Hulu 7-inch
J.D. Bennett, 2000
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The gun emplacements were entered via concrete stairways at the rear of each emplacement, at the
left and right sides. The stairways, equipped with pipe handrails, descended to the concrete loading
gnbugpsnit/!

Parapets some four feet high ran around the perimeter of each emplacement, the top surfaces flush

est bank of the Horoluln Hatber entrance channel.(30) The conipleted battery trausteried o
1 TBD!pokviz!4-12 - 54-ldpotjtufe!pgluxp!8.jod i lobwbrthvotldpngnfufixjui luxpldbtfnbuft-luxplgspkfdujnf!
boeluxp!gpxefsisppnt-lpofl27icz!27.gppulhfofshups!cvjrejoh-1b125/6!cz!2 : .gppulchbuufszidpnnboefs't!
tubujpo-'hoe!bddftt!spbet!boe!vujnjujft-jodnvejoh!bo! fifdusjdonlejtusjcvujpoltztufn/)22*

During 1944, Battery Hulu fired a total of 66 AP and HE rounds during target practice.(12)

Jo!Pdupcfs!2:54-INbk/!Hfo/! I fosz!U/!Cvshjo-ldpnnboejohlui f! B bxbjjbo!Bsujmfsz! Dpnnboe-!
tvswizfelui f!tfbdpbtulbsujmfsz!boe!sfdpnnfoefelui f18.jodi!chufsjft!cf! fijnjobufe!gspnlui f! B bxbj.
jbo! Efgfotf! Qspkfdu!bu!blujn flup! cf!thrfdufe! cz!ui fldpnnboejoh!hfofsbn-! VV/T/ Bsnz! Gpsdft! Dfousbn!
Pacific Area (COMGENCENTPAC). The proposal was approved by Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richardson,
Ks-'DPNHFODFOUQBD/

On December 28, 1943, General Burgin noted in an inter-office memorandum that the 7-inch navy
hvot!bu!Chuufsjft! B viviboe! I bscps!xfsfiuejtdbsetflgspn!ui flobwz!boe!wx i pmz!pctprfuf !Gvsuifs-lui f!
guns of both batteries had been fired so many times they were inaccurate and a few almost smoothbore.
In addition, the batteries’ fire control systems were unsuited for seacoast use.(13)

The War Department’s adjutant general, Maj. Gen. J.A. Ulio, authorized COMGENCENTPAC
up!fijnjobuf! 24! chuufsjft! po! Pbiv!frvjgqgfe! xjui!41hvot-!bu! blujnflup! cfl tirfdufe! cz! zpvA! X1 fo!
fiynjobufe-lui f! chuufsjft! xfsflup! cfluvsofe! pwfs!up!ui fldpnnboejoh!hfofsbi-! Bsnz! Hspvoe! Gpsdft-!
gps'ejtqptjujpo’jobddpsebodf!xjui ldvssfoulgshdujdft-!fydfquluibu! Obwbnlbsnbnfou!po!blufngpshsz!npbo!
chtjt!xjm!cflsfuvsofelup!ui FIObwbnlbvu i psjujft/)25*!

Specifications of the 7-inch (177.8 mm) 45 cal. Mk IT Naval Gun

Frfwbujpo!)po!lobwbnlgfeftubntnpvout*;!! ,260!up!.80

Xfjhiu-ljod/'npvou;!! ! ! 23/92lupot
Mfohur;!! ! ! ! ! 37" :1H434!jodi ft*
Tifm;!! ! ! ! ! 276'ct
Qpxefsldibshf!)chh*;!! ! ! 69!nct

Qsjnfs;!! ! ! ! ! N1/126!Npe/!2
Nv{{nflwfpdjuz;!! ! ! ! 3-811!guotfd
ShohflAI260;!! ! ! ! 27-6111zet!):/5INj/*
Mfohui!pg!sfdpjm! ! ! ! 32!jo

Tpvsdf;!Obwz!Efqu/-!CvPse-!Pseobodf!Qbnqirful2223!)3°¢!Sfw/*!Hvo!Npvou!boe!Uvssfu!Dbubrph-!18!jo! 56 dbn/-!dpssFdufe!
bt!pg!l26!Kbovhsz!2:56/
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Battery Hulu was manned by a detachment of two officers and 42 enlisted men from the 808"

bu! Gpsu! Xfowfs-!xbt! tubujpofe!bu! Chuufsz! Pofvib-lofhs!Pofvib! Cfodi!jolui f1Fxb! Ejtusjdulbcpvuluisf!
njnft!xftulpg!Gpsu! Xfhwfy!Po!Nbz!35-12 - 54-lui flefubd i nfou!sfkpjofelui finbjo!cpez!pglui 1919 1bu!



Bvhvtu!3117! i The Coast Defense Journal! | ! ! nnnQbhfle8

Pofvib!Cfbdi-hoe!uif1919!1xbt!sfeftjhobufe!Chuufsz!C-152“DB/!Chuufsz! B viv!xbtluifo!nboofe!cz!
blefubd i nfou!pg!Chuufsz!G!26'IDB!) I E*-lvoujiBvhvtu!26-12 : 55-Ix i foluibulvojulxbt!jobdujwbufe/!Chu.
ufsz!F-164e!DB!) I E*ICo-!bdujwbufe!uibulebz!bu!Chuufsz! B viv!xjuilgfstpoofilgspn!Chuufsz!G!26'!DB-!
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