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52 OUR DEFENCELESS COASTS. 

rivaL His views and arguments carried ests-might at first view be regarded-as 
conviction both with the executive and too remote physically, and as politically 
legislative branches of the Government. too insulated, to be endangered by the 
Only twice were they seriously called in convulsions which, from time to time, 
question-oD,ce, in 1836, by Ml', Poinsett, distm'b the nations of the earth. " 
the Secretary of War, who contended Yet 
that the enormous size of Fort MonToe, "Neither our geographical position, 
at Hampton Roads, and Fort Adams, at nor our forbearance, nor the equity of 
Newport, with a view to their defence our policy, can always avail under the 
against a land sieg'e, was unnecessary, relation in which it is our destiny to 
as no nation would have the hardihood stand to the rest of the world. . 
to ventUl'e to land an army on our coasts We are admonished by history to bear 
Luge enough to carryon a siege; and in mind that war cannot at all times be 
once by General Gaines, in 1840, who avoided, however pacific and forbearing 
advocA-ted the abandonment of forts and our policy; and that nothing will con­
the substitution of a system of floating ducemore to an uninterrupted peace than 
batteries combined with seven great lines that state of preparation which exposes 
of raih'oads, radiating from the "central no weak point to the hostility, and offers 
States of Kentucky and Tennessee JJ to no gratification to the cupidity, of the 
various points on the sea-board, by which other nations of the earth." 
troops could be concentrated at any point While these ab~tract principles are 
which might be threatened, General perfectly true and applicable to-day, yet 
Gaines was a gallant officer of the War the concrete problem of national de­
of 1812, b~t he was regarded as eccen- fence is a thousand-fold simpler now 
trie and visionary-in the slang of to- than it was in the e9J..'lier days of our 
day, somewhat of a "crank." The Sec- national life. The wants of commerce 
retary of War curtly dismissed biB proj- and private enterprise have developed 
ect, by reporting to Congress that, "with a system of railroads twenty times -more 
every respect for the experience of the extensive than that projected by Gen­
gallant author, he was constrained to eral Gaines, the cost of which prevented 
differ from him ;" the engineers report- his project from having any considera­
ed that the proposed railways would cost · tion. No nation which has a great army 
$126,000,000, and no further attention has the mercantile marine for transport­
was given to the scheme. ing it across the ocean. Before England 

In General Totten's earlier reports could raise an army of respectable size, 
he addressed himself not only to the or before any of the continental powers 
question of location of works, their size, could buy or build the ships to trans­
armament, and cost, but also to the port their armies, we could raise a force 
broader question of the necessity of coast of our own amply sufficient to repel the 
defences as a matter of public policy. invaders, and by means of our railroads 
His remarks on this subject are as ap- we eould concentrate it at any point on 
posite to-day as when they were written, the coast, while the foreign army was 
two generations ago, being eternal prin- being landed. In proof of this w~ 
ciples as unanswerable as the laws of have only to remember that in the 
mechanics. Some of them will well Crimean War the maritime resources 
bear quoting. of England were taxed to the utmost 

"The United States, separated from in order to maintain an army abroad 
the rest of the world by an ocean on which never had an effective strength 
one hand, and a vast wilderness on the of 50,000 men j and in 1879, when Eng­
other, pursillng toward all nations a land prepared to make war on RUBsia, 
policy strikingly characterized by its pa- it required four months to get 60,000 
cific tendency, its impartiality, and jus- men ready for embarkation, and an ad­
tice; contracting no political alliances j ditional force of 30,000 men, which 
confining her intercourse with the rest were promised in two months more, 
of the world rigidly to the letter of exhausted her entire strength available 
such temporary alTangements as are for foreign service. 
dictated by reciprocal commercial inter- .All idea, therefore, of any nation at-
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