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\ .. slll11 i ng the Present Defen 'cle .. s Condi tion of the 
'l'<1-Boilnl of tb United tates, what Military 

Policy and Action should obtain in tile 
Event of a Suddeu Declaration of 

Wat' by a Foreign Powel'. 

Th e polioy 01 the niled 'h,les on the queslion of the nalional defense 1m 
for many yeal'S been ,'ern;tl'kable, 

, uppose the g" al cily of New York WC"P 10 h,we n gleclecllo build a single 
. lealll [j;e engine, bullo have inll'u.led the sa fely of ils llIany millions of p,'op­
' I'll' fl' III fire, 10 a n,w very old haed engines, manned by a small lbough 
welllr."ined sq llad of paid fil'elllen, juslifying iL. economical course by the no'­
KIJIl1 nl U",l:-

"l. The people am so caI'efu l and inlelligenl lhal fil'e is Ilollikely 10 occur, 
nnd wOllle) br ex tinguished in its incipiency if il were! to break out anywl!cl'C. 

211<1. If, however, a conOagmlion should be pl'oduced by a long slale Of 
dl'ou~lh a.sisled hy II high wind, the ~l lIYol' would Illwe no [!'Ouble in OI'del'­
ing nny numh(,I' of slea m nl'c cnginrs buill, as good as uny cily has and could 
gel uny nUlllbcl' of volunleel' (j,'cmen lo mall lh elll, 

Would nol s ueh a rOUl'Se he ""ulogou 10 our [I'U ling our nalional safely 
a~ning t foreign war to: -

15l. Our isolal ion and the peace-loving clmmelel' of our people and, 
2nd. OUl' weallh of l'esOll I'C(,~. maLedal and peI'sonnel, and our ingenuity? 
In deciding on "\1'1",[ milihu'y policy and aclion should obtain in the cvenl 

uf a sudclen de 'laI';Jliou of wno' by "foreign power" in OUI' pl'pscnl condilion, 
lI,cl'c is nol much lilcralul'" lo d" .. \\' upon, 

Whal .llQuld be dOllr, while lh I'C is s lill limc 10 p,.epm'e, has I'cceived lhe 
atlenlion of many IVI'ilcrs, pl'ofessiunal ancl lay, and the annual I'ecommenda­
lions of the "BoUl'd of Engineel'S for FOl'lificalions," approved by the Chief of 
Engin ers, lhc sanl" f!'Om year 10 year, constitule a mall Iibl'3ry ; and I mighl 
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tile th m as aulhoriLy for aying th!lt nothing could Sil \'C US, wer r- any power­
I'ul m"rilime lIalion 10 nllack us. 

In discussing this suhjecL it will be well 1.0 
whal exL nl '(oUI':: a b Ul'd" i$ " dch:mscI£:s:.;:' 
Enginecl'S ars :-

nscc l'lnin ill whal Wily nnd lo 
On Lhis , uiljccL lhe 80"'<\ of 

Uln LlIP 0\"('1 111 or war wilh a lI~a l'ilirn e nation I if we lIad no wcll digcs lt.:d 
sy::It.·1fI of fOl'ti n 'alions I'l'ady for URC, lll e ('I'uisC'l's and \HlI \r('::::c l ~ or lhe enc­
Illy "o,lid run inLo our h"l"I)o l·. alld. \\'ililo llll :lI" lin~. ("Quid oililol' de.l roy lil e 

. PI'OPl' l'iy :lIollg' 0 111' shol'os 01' (' I:-:c lay 0111' cilip..:; lInflpl' con tributioll:' 
A.o;; 10 0111' i ~n/;l li oll , ililligh t h l' l'X p l'l';":;O:(I(1 11IuLll etnilli t'itlly by lite Xfl"'U'(' 1'(lo t 

of (( lIl'flo /in' '/ II((lI l il.'/ , 
"TII(:I'l' are fOI'('ig'1I IlIilit al'Y ;1 11(1 naval depot:: ,lilt! : 1I'::enil l~ ill t' lo::::e pl'oxim ily 

and lh e unh!;d llf nl' l lIl.'d \ '(':-O:-i t'i :;; wil l follow ill n few day~ 01' li oUlO:: lhe d l.'t"ial'U­

lion 01' \\'(11· .. · 
"T hirty six lIour::' ~ 1 l':l lI li ll g'('lIlIl d hrillf! II IP IlI 1'1'0111 Tl alifilx : :: ix hoUl:: ('ould 

bl'ing IhNn fl'ulfl Ila \'allna : alld llin 'I.y-:-oix hour:, from \fit'i ol'i;l, r :IIII 'OIl\T(, I":; 

Islantl. ('o liid bl'illg' lhell1 in 1'1'0111. of' ~a n 1i'1 ',1IH' iSt,O, lil f' 1I;1\,~ yard ilt ,\1 a n.' 
Isla nd, :md th e at'~(, lIal ut l3enici:L" 

"Th)I'(.' Ilti~hl IR' \' l' ry lilLl l' tillH' 101' pl'e)Jallioll , 10 Ill c(,1 the a::~aulL..:; of IJ \l'~p 
fusl J'lIlillillg', :;C'agoin;.r. al'rnol'l'd ~ 11i(J!oi , ship::; dad wil li ~ix lo t\\,pn ly-foul' illdl{';": 
of it'OIl ;UnlOI'. ('ul'ryill;! l'i fl L'd gll ll ~ 1'1'0 11 1 9 inthc!; 10 17 ill r ll p:, I'ol'l' , \\'i lll 
evclI a ~i ngl(' vp..::-:l'i 01 lIl l' kind ill on(> of OUI' 11 :11'11 I'S il \\' uld h ... · ur no H\'il il 
lu toll ecl lro p; ill lito till' 0" 10\\"11 Lltr('a l 1I0d .. · 

"SUppO::", wilh (J UI' mill'ond rat'ili li('s, we {' ulcI conrcn Lmlc IOO,CX>O men ill 
24 110111':;; ,I I lilt' poinl Ihl'l, .. leIWcI, of wh,lt uo::(· wou ld lhry b,' a~ilin~ 1 lIle a,,': 
mOl'rei ship ?" T hey nt i~lIl. in a nigh!. lhrow li p lCIlIP0I'iI I'Y cal'lh\\'OI'k~ , and 
hn.; lily !ll ounl. n illlpl'ovi;..:r>l! piulfol'lIl :O:, n f'(!W 1igltl gillis.: , ;II(' h :l~ 32 :lIul 42 
pO lIlld l' l~ aurl ('V 'II IDO-pd1', l'if1 Pf; by ; dlllo~l Rll!Jc1'hllnl:lll ('I1'oI'L..: ; hul if'tlll'ir 
projL'diles di"lurh"<1llto n',,1 or nny ."t' 011 lil ,' "1"1110" 0<1 "hip. ,I,,' would sill1l'­
Iy move ht'}'ond 1I1{'it' rallgr-, i.mel, willi il l ' I' 800 to 2000 pOUlldcl'ci, peit'ce 111(> 

ca l'lhwol'ks through ami lhrough, dislIlOlIlit l" gu n" and ex plode lhl' IlIa!;:.!­
zin cs on ~ho l '('. 

Til t, 1lf'!;!Jrd or ::uil ablC' pl'('para lion ('ORt Fl'nnco fllnn y Il lilliolls of In'!lslII'c. 
a poi'lioll of h f' J' 1I'ITilol'Y, ami a g'1'C':t l 1ILIli1iliaiioil ;ItHII'lhr di ;::.aslL~ I 'S 01' tla' 
fil -::t Lhl'(>(' 1Il 0n ll iS of it W;II' undel' lite present conliilion or OU r dl'fl'l1:-il'S 
mi;!hl "o"L Iho 11:11ioll L"lIlold Iho C'x III'ndilul"L' Lh" l would bl' 110('(1('(1 10 1I,01'­
:>llghly VI'olecl nlll' eil ('oast against ;,Itluck." 

A powel'ful cnC' tny 111:1)' w:tgc war nga in '"i l us :-
UIs;l. By nlla (; killg OUI' ('OIlIllICI(O and IlHvigation upon the OCCU lt, As, 
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howev 'l'. no mililary I rcp::n-aLion on LIp shol' an avcrllhis dangcr Jnd lhe 
lI1 ellns of IIlcc ling il :11'e plII'cl), na"al, ti,es mcan do nol now fall lInde.' con­
~ io c r·alio n.n 

1' 2nd. By n~~ailing one 01' rnorc of lh imporlanL poill ts of" the coasl wilh a 
htl"gt' military and naval forcC', wilh a vicw to immcdiale darnulr I or rnorc or 
Ie:"::; IJrull'actcd o«(' lIpntii In.'' 

"3lTl. By 5urldenly appclldng willi II 1:1lY" s((ua II'0n of yo>"cl. befol'e OUI' 
pr'irH"ipn t ('O llllll t' rf'ial cili ',laying' LII <.' 111 und r' ('onll'ibution, ane! bUl'ning, 01' 
(" II'1'yi llg ,,11' tile :,liipping, and by Illak illg I)owt) )'flii :Illarks UPOII Oll l' navy 
)":ml" ill ,mlol' I rlcsll'oy 11,0,,0 c" I II "Ii,I"" ""I~ :' 

" ~ III. By III1:: r k. on sllI::llcl' la wn, ::IId esl::bli , IIIn"IlI ;; 01 Lli e coaslwilh 
~ IIIIIII :O:(IU;lli roll':' 01' :-1i n~,d e \'t':,:,cl~ , 01' \\illt pr·i\',tl cp,·:, . c:tplul'ing- or de­
!'ll'oying- Iht' ::Ilippillg' th( rei ll , allt l I(' \'yi n)! t'O IiLrihllLioll ~, nno by like means 
illl t' fTl'pling' IlIr interiol ('0 11111 1('1('(\ wililill tll{! bay ', ollnds. ami estuaries of 
I Ill' ("otlsL ; Ih e-5c 1 1'5~C' I ' l) lIl c rt>l'i~ (':-: hj'i ll~ ol1t~ 1l ('ondudcd under L1f C CuUIl­

Lt' II::nec and sUPllori. "I' cOII. id ' r::ble nee l,,:' 
0 111' IIl ca ns of defense :nn :-
,Isl. "77 ollie I·' (l nd 25 ,000 l1l ~ n, Beglll",' Army, 
211f1. 8i,OOO org:: nizcd llIiliU, or ,1::Ll' Irooll>, 
I'd. L\ ~ Innll nil\"y of excellent ofllter:i and I1I(\ n nnd \'CI'Y infel'ior ships, 

"Old "::,clIlalecl wo:-k., dr,il!l1ccl 10llg b,'for Lhe inL" Qliuclion of Lhe 800 lo 
2000 pount! t"" l'ifled P. lIIB into 1I 10dt'I'1l w;(l'fill'(, ; LII ·il' walls pi('l l' c I fol' guw; 
10llg , inc" ouL of d:: lr ; wiliioul il'on ",'mal' A.' shields, and buL p",-lially 
IIrll,..d willi Lhe old OI'dnal1('o; wilh 01<1 ellrlllll'o,'ks some of 1I,elll buill in 
lhe la;;:;L tl'nl.lI l'Y : willi new OIlCS fol' IIlotiCl'n g'lI 1lS a!ld mOl'lal"::; buL pal'LitJlly 
buill lind w"idly beillg d,'sLI'o) d by 1I,e lellleni by I'Cason of lh i., in 'om­
,,"'Ii,,": wilh glill "::ll 'ri 's will,olll gun" and mo.'Lar balled e> wiliioullllor­
tal~ : wilh 110 (,:tl'l'iag 'R whatevel' 1'01" hill'IH .. 'lIe gUlls of lilI'g' ~ i zl" ex 'cpl slich 
tt .:. l"l'<)uire IlI l' l'U 1I110nl'P I'S to load 1'1'011 1 lite lops of' Ille P:lI':lpCtS. from wh ich 
1I1 l'Y ":11 1 he pil'k .. d oil' in dd::il by Ih ., "11""'y"' ; h:llvs lioolt' I"S; willl::n ox­
"e ""11 I <I " ft 'II , i I"e I ol'(Jl"do s)'.Lcil I, bull':: rI i: d I Y ,." rri L',1 ill 10 ,'n'ed; wi 1I1 b ul" "e'T 
":111,,11 11I 11lJiJt' 1' II I' nul' wOl'ks PI '''P:II'Cf l willi lli t" lOl'peclo casC'lIIales and gull­
t' ri l':i II CCI'~:,al'y rur su'ul'i lll! lite ~ 1 l'dl'k;tI apparalus from lile cn~ lI1i l!s firc, 
lind for eondlldillfl" the cleddca l win's Lo lh Lorpedo lines wlli 'h lind be 
luid wh n 1I 1C day of Lrial COllle>, an,l wil li los; limn 200 enginee.' sold iers 
cclurn l<.' c1 fOl'lol'pt'tio alld lllllle')' engineer' ;;:;c l'\'icc," though 780 would be I'C­

(("iI'cel for Ihe 30 [" halll1l' ls 1I 11" would np Ii Lo he d fend ,d 1I10rollllhly, 
"'Ii"L Lhe Boa 1"<1 of I':ngillccrs pl"Opo~e as necesstll'Y fa I' O~ I ' defense is hel'c 

I)Pl'li llen l :-
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" Fortificalions musl com mane! from the shol'e eylerior lo our harbOl'S all 

lhe walel'S 1'1'0111 which lhe ncmy can reach OUl' cities and na"Y-Y:II'ds, wilh 
his shol and shell ; the harbol' moulhs and "lilhe n"ITOw pa S~" wilhin Ihem, 
lIlusl also be occupied, and if nalul'e has nol afTol'lled all ti,e posilions ueell1-

d requi- ile, olhel'S mu I, if I rnctica ble, be fOl'med ar'Lificially, FOI'lifiealion" 
hould succeed each olher along the channels of approach "nd ill our har­

bors, so Urallhe enemy may nowhere fi~d sheller 1','0111 our fire \\'hil~ lying 
wilhin our hal'bOl'S, should he succ~ed in pa>sing L1l e oule l' lines of wOl'ks, 
The hatllol' moulhs and channels musl be ohsll'uct d by lin es of ledl'ical 
lOl'pedoes 1'01' holding the enemy's vessels under fil 'e of lI,e fodifi calions, pl'e­
"iot",ly cOII. ll'ucled and s lored in the l "ll~ I' , alld laid, on Ih e adve nl 01' war' 
in sysle ms, the plalls 01 wh i 'h ha ve bl'cn "a",'l'ull ), elaboraled in lim" of pace, 
by sl lld ies 01 the local charts and tidal cUl'l'cn6, each hal'bol' h:" ' illg its 0 \\'11 

syslelll T'ct.'ol'drd in this dcpur'tJn clll. Th L' wi!' :00 , fOl' rOllriucling the ClIITCll1 
from lho elerll'ic appal"alu~ 011 shul''':. IlIu.,L al the same lim '" bu laid to \ 'urely 
in sublcJ'I'ilnl';t1l gnll f' ri es carried oul l deep walCl', ilnd Llle clcdl'ic Inacliill l':o; 

Ihems Ivcs-lhe hearts of Ihe lOI'Jledo systelll-Illus l be placed in ch:tlllbel', 
wilhin lI,e 1'0 I'lifiCilliom;, hIdd en \'r'om lI,c enemy, and secured beyolld all " Cl'­
advcnlt ll'c fl'o lll his dil' d ami 'ul'\,cd firc. The galled anti cliamul' l'foi 
Ullist be covered wilh heavy 1l1.l:-:01ll'y art li l·s and great rnaESt'S of ('11 1'111, lind 
Ih ' fol'mel', lo be clli cienl, musl be illl.lul'il led, alld lhl' lall ,' l' "Olllp, ,,'ll' I by 
tim, The 101'Jlcdo Ime" lIlusL be sen 'ed hy ,,!liters $el 'cled fl 'om II Il' Ellgi­
neel>; alld lh' Al'lill, ' I'Y, a,s i, lcd by dl' lacltlllell ts 1','0 111 ti,e Torpedo Corp. of 
of illl clligcnl nlld skillcJ clIg'in crr soldier, and boll I olTil 'cl's und wen 11111:-: 1 be 
Iltol'oughly insll'uclerl ill lI, e lheol'l' il lld practice of e l 'clri ill' and IOI'llcdo 
obslnl 'lions ; 1'01' lhey nltd know how 10 I'e ndel' lite lol'p docs il ,slanlly 
harmless 1'01' our own \-essels, 01' aclivc against an enemy's." 

" Heil"), mOl'la l - Illus l be placed in lal1l'e lIumbel'S lo comma nd nil lI,o;l' 
Ilosilions ",ltel'e an e nemy is likely lo ," ,d,or wilhin lh ir !'Unge, ei lhel' 1'01 
thc purpose of tampcring with, 01' d~ . ll'oyin rr our torpedo lilies, 0 1' shelling 
OU I' cilies ,Ind I ublic de"ots of milil," 'y alld """al supplie , The e ffi ciency 
of' lIlol'lar ballcrics iJg'ainst ::ihipping is acknowledged by all mililul'y engi­
necl'S ; il is fully apPl'ecialed by Ihe navies of " lIlIatio ll", and lltey m'e conl­
parativ(! ly incxpcn ire." 

" OUI' guns and morlars mo l be capable of p iI'eing th e ide 01 his iron 
dads and of breaking in hi decks, and lhey musl be mounled in nllmbe l'S 
suili ciellllo make il illlPOS ' ible for any of his fa sl I'unning wal' s lemll cl'S 10 
gel pasl UI' works ," (See 'ole I, appendix), 
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It would no rloubl be very annoying lo ~u ild 1Il1"rels, barbelle, and morla I' 
hall~ I'i"' , &c, aner Wal' is declm'ed, and the e nemy al hand, 

Our s ilualioll is very like lha l of an easy-going man who was la ken lo lask 
fOl ' nolmending his lea ky roofby a fde nd who had laken sheller in his house 
during a min storm . loYOLI wouldn'l hm'e lI1e gel oul lhcl'o in the rain 
all,l I'cpair it. would you?" he replied, " When il doc n'lrain the roof doc n'l 
leak," 

III peace we need no forliricalio1l5, and in war it mighl be lao dangerous 
lo build U,em, 

As a I"il' " ;lIIple of th e lwaddle lhal has co nlribuler! 10 our pre r nl wanl 
"I' II'Cparulioll, a Icnctill~ Chicago ncwf: I)4.1 jJ 1'2 I'ccclilly said :-

"TI,,' 1"C llow, Ihal sneel' al 'llur lillie al'my' and our 'ol ll hulk of a Navy" for­
g.'1 Ih:Ii Ih en ' 011"1' 50,000,000 of people be hind lh "" UII,. lc 'am ta ll II1 01'e 
Ihal o ld nag frolll Ih e lop of the nalio llal capilol, ur fro II I >ullle peak Oil lhe 
I{nt·k " .\I oll lliaill.i, illid ::;ound a bugle call. ami shil)S would lilll in Iinc, and 
l. l00.OCIO 111 (' 11 would llll S We r 'Hl'ady\" 

Th e <"I,ail"lliall of the hou -e sub- 'olHmilie on forlifi calion i rcpol-Led " 10 
have "aid only Ja llllar), 2jlh 1886, Ihal he did nollilink "a I"rge " PPI'npl'ia­
t ions 1'01' 1'01'1 i fitaliOIl ~ llect.s.5Ury:' 

"The coulILl'Y ww; in no danger i th e IIlura l fun'c of finy million people W:lS 

a strollg dcfcn 'C, Il was noL fUl'lil ica liolls we !let'dec! IIOW ; il was guns, 
Thel'e W:lS no 1I e ful' a fort witholll ordnance. 'Vc could pl'cvclll illly lIo£:; ­
tile vessel 01' f1 eel from enLerillg' any uf our l'ivCl'S j we had gun 1IIUL co uld 
, illk n vessel al n Ihou nnd ),al"ds, '0 fl eel co,lid gel ulllhe Polomac lo 
lake Washillglon, Tlte onl~ llting, he sa id, was lhnl lh ey llIighl s land ou l­
"irie lite harl,o l' a nd s hell Nel\" YOI'k, 01" l:Ios lon, 01" Philndclphin, bul lite 
danger of Lhis he thoughL was grcaLl y exut-rgcl'al l1c!l eshclling donl amount lo 
a"ylhillg' ." li e lhinks Ihe . helling of Vel'" CI"UZ showed U,al, and lhal till' 
~l exi ",III ' gol fl'ighlcned, I ul AllI el'icans I\"ould ne l'e l' have given up lite cily , 

I cannol rio bpller Itere lhan give an accounl of the lal l naval allack UpOIi 
work:; ::uch il f: OUt " 

On Jul)' I Jilt, l il82, lh ~ brili, h fl eel bombl,,'ded Al exandl'ia, Egypl. 
This pol'l is dL'fl'llflpd by a large lIU1uiJf'I' of forb;, I' doubl ... . tlnd of lowers 

cOlfllllandillg I he pa::::c:-: , 1I1 CIIlI'; II1 (',· oj' Lltl! passes and ~ vcn Lhe open sea : 
buliite grealer pm-L of lh ese works bing loorly aI'llI ed wel'e incapable of 
sft l'ious 0))))0 ilion 10 lhe English slJip , 

An ,,,'licle in Ihe " R vue d ' Arlilled e'" sn),s, Ih"l" besides a fe w 10 inclt 
18 lon, :111 I 9 in ch 12 Ion Arllls ll'ong guns, the only gu ns cupable of piel'cing 
lh e :mnOI" or I he English ships, and a fel\" rifled gllllS of lowel' ca libl'e, lh 
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grealcr pa rlor lh c gun wem cast i,'on smoolh bor~s, th > p,'Oj~c lil ~s or which 
11l1d neilhc,' range nor accumcy, and , lill Ic," powe ,' or pench'alion," 

f'OI'l ~ I a"lboul, one or lh~ mo. l imporlanl, was armcd wilh fou,' hcavy 
gu ns, lwo ' 0" ,8 Lon lind Iwo 9" '2 lon: lhiti)' 32 pound ,'smoolh bo,'cs 
a nd nvc morlllt'S , Fo rl Mex, an cllrlhwo,'k, had 3' I i ct~s, 4 or h ·",' )' ral ij,r , 

In these, and the works runging along the old hUl"bo!', \H"'C IIl olllllr d· 56 
guns of variolls ('alibl'os. 

On Ihc oll"r id e o r lh~ old 11l1l'ilo,' was f'OIo[ Ph:II', buill or Ill:L~on r)' and 
armed \\'illl one 10 " 18 lOll , r LlI' 9" 12 lOll , and aboul lWl' llly 6 .... pounder' 
smooth bore::; , Tit I'C wer"C also IIUIIICl'o tl-= haUl'rilo.::- i li ulIg Ille ;.; hol'l'. :dllll­
ling nA't1in ~ l the Ras-cJ-lin paln ct"', d,!Sign 'eI 101' '7 gun..: or largl' ('ul ibl \', 

T hen til rc was the 8 inch _\ l'Ifn;ll'ollg "1111 on a ) IOllt:ricfl' (·;wriagt' :ltlh ) 
olu hO" I)i lal, and 1,'010[ Ada (lila onr)" lOr all~""i O ll ~ ' 0" ,8 lOll ,\ I'1I1"lr ng, 

Fad Napoleon, sweeping it cOl1sidcl-: lbh· (Juri ion Ol' lIlc i lllll' I'llill'bo l'. Ilml OIll' 

10 " 18 tong-u li. • 

T he G"rrison Wao placed al ft'OI1l 7000 lo 8000 111 (' 11 , o lll y 700 or whOll' 
wcre :trlillcl'Y men. 

Il l"l I'C we Reo a ::lalc of amlil''S vcry :.; imil:ll' Lo Oll l' own, 11;11 I II.'ly. IlH1SOnl'Y 
101'1 :-. imd ('a l':Jlwol'k~, poorly tll'lIlI ... d and l!a l'l'i~o lll.'( 1.':0 (,IO::l' Lv Iht., ('ily that 
it mi::hl IHlve bee II s lu~ lI cd by lhe nL'(:l al :-j Ut' !! nllIgl' as In sl lhj l.·d lhe p: J.jps 
lo lillie dallgcl' 1'I'01lllilc ;;hul'e Im ll l'l'ic'>' , 

Bul the wUl'k- had fi ve 10 " 18 lOll. si x 9" 12 Lon alld nc 8" g Ull ;:;. all 
:o:upel'iol" 10 tiny we have al QlII' 1110:;1 illlpOI'lanl hurbor. 

Th c English fl e I 'ons is letl or 8 i,'on r lad, and fh'c gun boa l~ : I h~ (II'ma­
llI enl wa:; 4 - 16" Xo LOll, 4- 12" 25 lon, 6- 11 " 25 Ion. 38-1 0" 18 lUll, 
22-9/1 ' 2 lOll, '2 - 8/1 9 lon a lld 2-6 ' ," 7 lOIl,-a lo la l or 86 "in('(1 g UllS 0 1' 
eighl inc'h ettlib,'c 0" gl'ealel', 

A rew ' 0/1 , 8 ton A"l1ls!t'ong I'uns only, oul or lhe enlire Ol'ln:1I11 nl or lh~ 
i':gY)Jli:lIls, had "ul1id~n l pow~ " lo pe nel",l the a ,'m " or II,,· I,ngliolt ship' 
wilh lhe ,'xccpl ;un, hOI\'(' I" -I', or Iltal 0 1' Ihe }1I) le,661<, 
Th~ iJ"lIIbal'llrll ~ 1I1 la.kd d{!hl huu,,, 1'1'001 Iltc s lt ips, Th~ FUl'ts, fil'inl' bul 

a few I!Olll"=:: , WI.' I'C ill LU l'n Eilcilecd 11Y til cone )ull';ltioll or the fir 'C' 1'1'0111 s(,v­
' ral ship" 01' f!u n boal;;, 

T ltough dilTi " til 10 gil'" a eOlTed actounl 0 1' lhe cfr ,cis )) ,'oduccd by lI,e 
EngliRh ))I'ojcd ilcs upon till' <i .. r '" '';''' workB, lltc)' wo,'c a ll ,'oughly I",ndl ><) : 

and 11t ~ hall e"ies al F'orl ~ I cx, and lhc works " I. Has-cl-lin wet'c reduced 10 a 
f'ond ilion of the IIlmosl ('on fll ~ion! mDny guns b in" di~mouJJlcd and OIlL~ 

IUI'ncd compl le i), OVCI', 
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Tl w gUll 011 U,e MOlleriefT carriage, lhough worked long wiU,in sight or tile 
5:hip:., rf' lIlnincd ullinjured, 

:-;""el':l1 ~hips werc hil, bullhc S lIberb only h3d hCI' 31'11101' piCI'ccd, which 
h"Plll' lwd lwicc. Th c gun boa Is WCI'C nol hurl, lhanks lo lh it· small size. 

II i., SUI'I.' lIml a!-i large a number or \'essels n Llt l' al1o\lc would be sent 
OIWdll..:t tI~1 W(' l'l' we to have war wilh E:ngland, and Ihey llIight combine in 
n";';:, lllilillg ~O lll l' 0111' 01 our harbor':: , or act singly, 01' ill slllilller' gl'oup , al 
:-:t''''''I''1 1. 

To :: Iu)w wllill di::: IIH1Y and tOllfu:--inn wOllld pl'ohnbly :ll'i~f' al tbe \Var 
Dl'p'II'IIIH'1I1 ill (·,, :--t' of ~ lH l dl'n li)l'l·ig ll wil r. I will e1 l' Jail iI fl' W IlI l'WWrl':; L1,,,1 
\\ \'1'1' i!llopl t'd ill Mnl'l'h I f.!62 . wil ell til civil wal' hat! b ell goi ltg 011 OV(: I' a 
yt ·:t l'. :1111 1 Wl' h.lt l ,000 IIwn ill :ll'livc service li • 

0" .11 :11'1'1, 9 11 1. ,86,. lhc S cl'elal'Y of War >enllhe lollowi ng dispalch 10 
til £' gOVt'l'lIo r., 01 ~cw York, ,\IU5.;achu;::clls. und Maine, " T he oll inion of the 
1I,I\'al {'OIlIlIl;IIHIt'I'~ 1"'ll' i ~ , Iltat ti,l' ~1 1'lTilllllC will not \'CtlLul'c Lo seal 
hili lh l'Y iI Ivi..:e lil Il il11lll,ldiaLe p l"P Ir.lli ., IS It· Ill ll ie La r'lIl1l'd a"ain~ t L1w 
(( aIP,!t' r..; to OUI' 1'01'1 ... by 1;1Ij!( limiJ('I' l"ln-, prot..·('lt'" by bult l' l'ies. TiIr y rc­
gim l lilllht.'r r.lft:-:; , gUil l'dcd hy !)aUl'rit':;, tL"i lhe u(!!) l pl'olcdioll for lemporary 
IJU I'PO:--C:O:, 

(: " 11 (' 1'; 11 Tolll'll gays d 11 0 1 1I ('~ll'(' llll l' haLLl' l'ic:;," 
Tlti :; RO lIlHls likt\ lile old FI'C' n('h ('ry or I<((n ,.r '11l; pl' ld, 

Til ~; IIIH.' day General ?\I {:I""lIan Icleg'l'ill' li C'd lil ' CO nllllttlidilig ofTi cc l'~ 01 

"'ol'l 1)" I"w"I'(': 1"0'" ) lil1lill: New \'ol'k Iladlo ,', Ncw York; Ncwpol'l H, I. : 
I='I rI TI' II III IJlI II , Ni'\V LOlldon : Bo:::. loll Ilarbor; alld POI'Liulld Alaine:-

I'Tl lt' Hl'I,e1 iroll-c lml ~1t?Trilila l' IIns deslruyed lwo of our Il'igaL '£ Ilcal' 
r Ot'1 ~1(lIII'() (' a 1111 filially "clil'ed Lo C,"tlICY Is la lid. Sh ' "' UY succeed ill P" ~;; ­
ing I It" 1",1"'!'ic; ,md go 10 ··cu. It is I.ece"",,,·y I hal you III onc · placl' )'uUI' 
po'l ill II", b(',,1 pn""ihl(' ('ondilion fOt· def"lIsc, "'HI do YOll" ue5l 10 slop hcr 
Rhoulcl :;11l' e" tl t'arol' to I'llll h)' . Allyll lillg' thal tU Il he .. neded in the way 01 
1t'1111>01':11'), hntll'!"i,':, :o:hou ld be fiOlU' al onc(\," 

Th" Salll" dale the A""isutnl ~c(,I'cl"I'Y of War scnl Ihe rollowing:­
" \VAn D~~ p,\nTM£ST, AII\IICIl 9TII, , 862, 

"",ltv 0. HE""'''', E,' ..... 
2 ' riOh A,·cllue. COI'IICI' 91h. Sl,'ccl. New York . 

T ill' ~ll'l"I'il1l:lC', :l ll ill'lIlol'-clad \'(l,;:.;cl h\'lolI~illg- 10 Iil l' n·hel ... , i:O::... lh·d rI'O 11 I 
XOlfoll; )'1· ... 1'·,·11,1)'. tllld-raplul'ed :ic\,ertd uf IIw Ullilt'd Stall~:; blul'kadill;':- \"4.':;­

S( I". nnd thl'ral ell, lo s wpcp oU,' \\'holl' floti lla r, 'oll1 Che5apcuke Bay. Ulldel' 
1I,,'se ('i""I""sl,,, ,,'ps il i, of lI, c las t i'"pol'luncc 10 cu pLu,'c 01' d sll'o), 1I, l' 
~I 'l'I'illlll(', ",," Ih,' whole \\'c"llh <Iud power or lI,c Uni led Slales will ue "l 
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