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Gun No. 3 at Puuloa, showing tent encampment at the rear of the battery. Davis Collection

Author, July 2006

the 16™ CA and Batteries E and F of the 55" CA manned the batteries at Forts DeRussy and Ruger
and at Sand Island M.R.(32)

In October 1941, the 3-inch AA guns of Fixed AA Battery No. 18 were taken over by Battery G
of the partially organized 97"

* CA, also manned the
5-inch naval guns of Battery No. 5, as reported by General Perkins in his November 18, 1943, letter
to the CG, Hawaiian AA Command.(33) Before the war’s end, the 90 mm guns had been replaced by
4.7-inch (120 mm) AA guns.
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On December 12, 1943, the air defenses of the Hawaiian Department underwent reorganiza-
tion, and Battery G, 97" CA (AA), was assimilated into Battery B, 754" AAA (Gun) Bn. Battery B of
the 754" continued to man the 4.7-inch AA guns at Fort Weaver until the unit relocated to another
battery site in the Pearl Harbor/Hickam area in 1945. The 881+ AAA Battery (Gun) took over Fort
Weaver’s AA guns in August 1945 and manned them through December 1945, when the fort was
placed in caretaking status.(34)

Battery No. 4 (Ewa Mooring Mast)

Battery No. 4 was located on the Ewa Plain near the unused navy mooring mast west of Pear]l Har-
bor. The site became the Ewa Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS), commissioned on April 15, 1942,
that eventually evolved into the Pacific Marine Corps aviation headquarters during World War I1.

The battery was built on sand and limestone coral in a clearing of thorny algaroba trees, which
grew profusely on the southwest and west coasts of Oahu before housing and industrial development.
The SW end of the MCAS runway was approximately 2.7 miles NE of the NE tip of the adjacent Bar-
bers Point Naval Air Station runway. The Ewa MCAS was closed down and disestablished in 1952.

The Ewa Mooring Mast Battery was built and initially manned by navy personnel. Armed with
four 5-inch/38s, one from U.S.S. Downes and the other three from U.S.S. Shaw, it was equipped with

Cas-
sin.(35)

Ewa Mooring Mast. USMC



